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Rabbi’s Message
This week we read of our patriarch Yaakov preparing his last Will and Testament for his funeral
arrangements prior to his death. Therefore, this week has been chosen by the National Association of
Chevra Kadisha (NASCK) to be their annual awareness Shabbat. This year the focus is on how to
have a conversation with relatives and friends about being buried instead of cremated. There are
some live stream events to register for at the following link https://endcremation.org/the-workshop/.
Being buried is a mitzvah in the Torah and is the last mitzvah people will ever do. This is a fulfilment
of the verse in Deuteronomy 21:23 “He shall surely be buried on that day.” As recently as last week I
was able to convince someone to have a Jewish burial. I have also spoken many times about the
need to have a halachic will in addition to an ordinary will. This is a document that allows a rabbi of
your choice to help make decisions on your behalf if you are not in a position to do so. Here is a link
to read more about it and to print one out https://nasck.org/hlw-toolkit-background/ . It is also
important to add the provisions to have a shomer sit with the person from the moment they pass
away until the burial and to book the Tahara procedure by a reputable Chevra Kadisha. It is important
to ask the funeral home you have chosen who they lease the Tahara procedure to and make sure
they are appropriate for your needs.
In conclusion, I would like to state the importance of underground burial as opposed to the new
modern trend of being in an above ground crypt. If anybody would like to discuss any of these issues
with me feel free to reach out.
This year I was asked several times by members of our shul for a list of Halachic procedures for
someone who passed away at home. We had a couple of instances this year of someone passing
away at home and it is a very stressful time. I will therefore send out a guidelines document that was
prepared by the Chevra Kadisha of Florida, attached to our weekly email that also includes this
bulletin. I have edited it to fit the needs of our Shul. Please keep a copy of this document in your
home for future reference.
________________________________________________________________________________
Kiddush
Our kiddush this Shabbat is sponsored by Sadie and Neil Beube. The Beubes live part time in
Huntington Lakes and are residents of Thornhill, Canada.

Please contact Joe Ferman, Larry Freedman, David Korman or Bill Friedman if you would like to
sponsor a future kiddush.
The DOS Kiddush Team

___________________________________________________________________
Sisterhood
Upcoming Sisterhood Events:
Membership Meeting: Jan 8
Brainstorming Session: Jan 11
Paint Night: Jan 25
Book Club: Feb 1
Flower Arranging: Feb 6
Theater Party: Feb 12
Fashion Show: Feb 28
Purim Seudah: Mar 7
Meet the Last Jewish Gangster – Marvin Sugarman: Mar 12
_______________________________________________________________________________
Save the Date
On Monday, January 16th at 7:30 PM, Nir Salamon, the Executive Director of the CRIB Efrat
organization will be speaking at our Shul.
_______________________________________________________________________________
Mazel Tov!
To Marilyn and Robert Swedarsky on the birth of their granddaughter born at 6:02 AM PST on
January 3rd. The proud parents are Mindy and Richard Swedarsky.

Rangers – Panthers Hockey Game
On New Year’s Day Margot & Larry Freedman organized a DOS group outing to the BB&T Center to
watch the Rangers take on the Panthers. We had about 15 of us enjoying the hockey game, the
kosher food stand and the social atmosphere. The Rangers beat the Panthers 5-3, behind the two
assists by Adam Fox, the Rangers’ (and NHL’s) Norris Trophy winner, and the grandson of our own
(very proud) Mel Fox. For those who couldn’t make the game, here are some photos to enjoy.
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