
                                                        
 

 

WHEN EREV PESACH FALLS ON SHABBOS from RABBI ZEV SAUNDERS 

 

This year Pesach begins on Sunday, March 28. This means Erev Pesach is on Shabbos, March 27. As such we cannot 

search or burn the chometz on Shabbos. We also can’t sell our chometz to a non-Jew on Shabbos. Therefore, we search 

for chometz on Thursday night, March 25th, after 8:08 PM. Before searching, we recite the Beracha of "Al Biur 

Chometz". Following the search, we recite the first “Kol Chamira" (Artscroll Siddur on pg. 654-5.) 

The fast and siyum of the firstborn will be on Thursday, March 25. The siyum will be at 8:00 AM at the shul. 

We burn our Chometz on Friday, March 26th, at the normal time that we would on a regular Erev Pesach before 12:24 

PM. This is done so as not to create any confusion in future years about what time to burn the chometz.  We do not recite 

the second Kol Chamira as this would mean we can’t eat our chometz that we have saved for Shabbos. We recite the 

second “Kol Chamira” on Shabbos morning before 12:24 PM.  

We also sell the chometz to a non- Jew at this time on Friday, March 26.  However, the sale only takes effect later on 

before Shabbat, so if you need to add more items to your sale or use any of the items you are selling, you can do so until 2 

hours before Shabbos.   

In order to avoid any possible problems, all chometz products and utensils should be put away by the time the chometz is 

burned on Friday. There should be no chometz served at any of the Shabbos meals. These meals should be kosher for 

Pesach and prepared using Pesach utensils. Although the meals are kosher for Pesach, since this Shabbos is also Erev 

Pesach, no matzah products should be served at the Shabbos meals.  

There are 2 ways to fulfil the mitzvah of washing and having bread on this Shabbos: Option1: Use small fresh soft 

challah rolls that produce only a few crumbs. Make sure that no bread is left-over. Eat the rolls over napkins so that any 

remaining crumbs can be wrapped up and flushed, or shaken out of the napkins and flushed down the lavatory. Pesach 

utensils should not be brought to the table until after the challah has been consumed and the crumbs have been discarded.  

Option 2: According to some halachic opinions, challah can be substituted with Pesach certified egg matzah. This avoids 

the concern of real chometz crumbs. Normally, we are not allowed to eat matzah on Erev Pesach. However, these 

opinions hold that this only applies to matzah that can be used to fulfill our obligations at the Seder. Since egg matzah 

cannot be used for the Seder, it can therefore be used on Friday night and Shabbos morning for Hamotzi. According to 

Ashkenazic practice egg matzah should not be eaten at all during Pesach. This is because the Torah commands us to eat 

‘poor man’s bread’ i.e., just plain flour and water. The sick, elderly, or small children can eat egg matzah on Pesach.  We 

will need to nullify our chometz by reciting the second "Kol Chamira" on Shabbos morning, before 12:24 PM. (Artscroll 

Siddur on pg. 655) 

There are 2 ways to eat Shalosh Seudos: Option 1: The morning meal can be split into two parts. After the first part, 

Bench and take a break or go for a short walk. Then wash for Hamotzi again and eat another meal with challah rolls or 

egg matzah before 11:22 AM.  Option 2: Eat one lunch meal consuming the required Hamotzi segment before 11:22 AM. 

Later in the afternoon, one should eat some meat, fish, fruits, etc. (and no Hamotzi) for Shalosh Seudos. If one chooses 

this option, one should eat only minimally at Shalosh Seudos in order to eat the Matzah at the Seder with a big appetite.  

One may not prepare on Shabbos or Yom Tov for the next day. After Shabbos is over (8:11 PM), one may start preparing 

and setting up for the Seder. Before beginning the preparations, one who did not recite Maariv should say this abbreviated 

version of Havdalah, in Hebrew or English: “Baruch Hamavdil Bein Kodesh l’ Kodesh” (Blessed is the One who 

distinguishes between one type of sanctity and another). The full Havdalah is recited during Kiddush at the Seder. 

Likewise, one may not prepare for the second Seder on Sunday night until after 8:11 PM. Please prepare a yahrzeit candle 

on Friday afternoon that can burn for longer than 24 hours. We wait to light Yom Tov candles on the first night of Pesach 

until Shabbos is over (8:11 PM). We must use the pre-existing flame that was lit on Friday to light our Yom Tov candles. 

The same applies for the second day as well.  Grating horseradish, preparing salt water & halachically checking lettuce 

should all be done before Shabbat.  


