
 

 

Rabbi’s Message 

 
As we are approaching Pesach, I will repost my Pesach guidelines that I do every year. I will also 
repost my essay on 'Korbanot' which relates to this week’s Parsha at the end of the newsletter.  
 
There are 2 prohibitions concerning Chometz on Pesach: 
1) Not to eat Chometz, 
2) Not to own Chometz. 
Therefore, we have to clean our homes. 
 
Pesach like any Yomtov must be enjoyed by every member of the family. This obligation is clearly 
stated in the Torah. Pesach should be looked forward to and anticipated with joy.  However, there are 
a lot of myths concerning ‘Pesach cleaning’ so I wanted to set out the basics. 
 
1) Chometz is any bread or grain-based food with the exception of Matzah. 
2) Only places where Chometz is usually stored or eaten needs to be cleaned. 
3) Small crumbs on the floor are not a problem. However, care must be taken not to eat food that has 
fallen to the floor or been in contact with them. 
4) New cutlery and crockery should be used and the Chometz one puts away in locked cupboards 
and sold using the form supplied in the shul mailing list. 
5) The night before Pesach we search for Chometz, after nightfall, with a candle.  We are only 
concerned with finding big pieces of Chometz left lying around, ie. under sofas or on shelves. After 
this we make the special declaration found at the front of the Pesach Machzor which should be said 
in English. This is repeated in the morning. 
6) Amongst Ashkenazi (not Sephardi) communities one must refrain from eating ‘Kitniyos’, literally 
small things. These include rice, buckwheat/kasha, millet, beans, lentils, peas, sesame seeds and 
mustard and it is generally accepted that corn, green beans, snow peas, sugar-snap peas, chickpeas, 
soybeans, peanuts, sunflower and poppy seeds are also forbidden. 
 
Kashering the kitchen:   
 
Ovens:  If you have a self-cleaning cycle that gets over 900 degrees this should be used. Set the 
cleaning cycle to the longest time allowed and let it run through. It is then ready for Pesach. As 
Ashkenazim don't Kasher glass if you have a glass door this should be covered somehow.  
If you do not have a self-cleaning oven I don't advise kashering it.  
 
Kashering glass stovetops from CRC website:  May be kashered by cleaning it, not using it for 24 
hours, and then leaving all four burners on the highest setting for 30 minutes. When kashering for 
Pesach, cover the area between the burners (after kashering) and do not put pots or food directly 
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onto that part of the glass. An alternative for a glass stovetop is to not kasher it at all, and instead 
place all pots onto metal discs so that the pots have no contact with the stovetop for 24 hours, and 
then leaving all four burners on the highest setting for 30 minutes. When kashering for Pesach, cover 
the area between the burners (after kashering) and do not put pots or food directly onto that part of 
the glass. An alternative for a glass stovetop is to not kasher it at all, and instead place all pots onto 
metal discs so that the pots have no contact with the stovetop. 
 
Sinks: These should be cleaned properly. Then boiling water should be poured around the entirety of 
the sink. Bleach should be poured down the plughole.  All work surfaces and tables should be 
washed and covered for Pesach. 
 
Cupboards and fridges:  Should be cleaned from all Chometz and then washed down with water and 
a cleaning agent. The shelves should be covered during Pesach.  New tea towels should be used for 
Pesach. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Kiddush 
 
This week’s Kiddush is not sponsored. 
 
This week’s Seudah Shelishit is sponsored by Robin & David Ritholtz. 
 
The price for a sponsored kiddush will revert to $175 following Shavuot, starting June 3rd. 
 
Please contact David Korman, Sam Frankel, Larry Horowitz or Bill Friedman if you would like to sponsor 
a future Kiddush or Seudah Shelishit. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome New Members! 
 
DOS would like to extend a very warm welcome to our newest members –  
 
Estee & Bill Singer who reside in Kings Point, and Elise & Bob Kaplow who reside in Lexington Club. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Pesach Sedarim 
 
The DOS Sedarim will be held at the Shul on the evenings of Wednesday, April 5th and Thursday, April 
6th beginning at 8:10 PM each evening.  Please RSVP to Bill Friedman at 973-908-0407 – by March 
24th.  The price is the same as it was for last year - $85 per person, for each Seder.  Scholarships are 
available through Rabbi Saunders.  Donors are welcome and encouraged!   
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Men’s Club 
 
Investment Club:  The next meeting of our Investment Club will be on Thursday, March 23rd at 1 PM 
in the Shul.  We had 15 members attend our last meeting which included good questions and great 
discussion.  Everyone is welcome! 
 



 

 

Fishing Outing:  There will be a fishing outing on Thursday, March 30th from 1 – 5 PM.  It will be $60 
per person.  All DOS members and their guests are welcome.  The flyer that provides greater detail 
was sent out via email last week.  
 
A reminder to all DOS men who are not yet members of our Men’s Club – the annual membership is 
$36; dues can be paid on our website under DONATE, or by check made out to DOS, with “Men’s Club 
Membership” written in the memo line.  Please join! 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sisterhood 
 
Sisterhood Message from Marcia Feldman, President: 
 
Sisterhood would like to extend our most grateful thanks to Sharon Frankel for leading ANOTHER great 
zemirot singing program this past Shabbos.  By consensus, there will be another such afternoon on 
April 22 at 5:30 PM. Put it on your calendars now. 
 
Great big thank you to Rina Krause for leading a set of very successful Mah Jongg classes.  
 
This coming Tuesday at 7:45, Sisterhood invites everyone to join with Bingomaster Joe Ferman for an 
evening of fun, laughter and prizes.    NO RSVP needed.  Just show up.  $20 buys you 4 bingo cards, 
ice cream and cookies and great entertainment.  A great get-out-of-the-kitchen-prepesach-event.  DO 
COME! 
 
Please put these dates on your calendar for after Pesach activities: (for more info check out the flyer 
on the DOS website under Sisterhood Events, or get the flyers in the racks outside the kitchen in the 
shul.)  
 
April 18 at 10 AM:  Yom Hashoa (Holocaust Memorial) Program-  words by the Rabbi  and the story 
of a pair of traveling Tefillin 
April 22 at 5:30 PM:  Singing Shabbot Zemirot for the ladies 
April 25 at 6:15 PM:  We will celebrate Israel's 75th birthday together 
April 30 at 10 AM:  Mindfulness with Rabbi Sam Frankel 
May 18 at 7:30 PM:  Israeli dancing for women in honor of Yom Yerushalayim (the reunification of 
Jerusalem after the 6 day war) 
May 21 at 7:00 PM:  Guided program to create beautiful paper flowers for your home for Shavuot 
June 19 at 3 PM:  Get together to avoid the heat at Silverball Museum 
 
Shabbat Shalom to and from the Ladies of Sisterhood  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Upcoming Sisterhood Events: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As you can see from our schedule, we have many upcoming activities planned.  Join us!  Be part of the 
fun!  If you have questions, please contact Marcia Feldman at (973) 220-8305.   
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sandy Geiger Vacation 
 
Sandy will be on vacation until April 20th.  Please send all checks for DOS, that you’d normally send 
to Sandy, to Bill Friedman until Sandy returns.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 

Rabbi’s Pre Pesach shiurim schedules (timings subject to change based on times of Mincha):  
 
March 27 - Hands on Kashering demonstration  
April 1 - Shabbas Hagadol Drasha 



 

 

April 3 - No shiur as it’s too close to Pesach  
Rabbi Saunder’s Essay on Korbanot 
 
In this week’s Sedra we learn about the ‘’korbonos.’’  There is so much that can be said regarding the 
‘’korbonos’’.  The English word used for ‘’korbonos’’ is sacrifice. This is not really what the ‘’korbonos’’ 
are all about.  You are not really sacrificing anything. Rather the word ‘’korbonos’’ comes from the word 
‘’Korev’’ which means draw close. The idea of offering a ‘’Korbon’’ is to draw close to G-d.  
 
The Sedra starts off by saying: ‘’When a man brings from himself an offering’’. Our Rabbis learn from 
this strange phrase ‘’from himself’’ that when one brings an offering one must imagine he is offering 
himself to Hashem. It just so happens that we use an animal instead. That is why one must lean one’s 
full body weight on the animal and confesses one’s sins prior to slaughtering.  
 
Whenever the ‘’korbonos’’ are mentioned in the Torah the name ‘’Hashem’’ is used and never the name 
‘’Elo-kim’’ The name ‘’Hashem’’ always means G-d of mercy and the name ‘’Elo-kim’’ means G-d of 
justice and harsh judgement. Our Rabbis infer from this that the ‘’korbonos’’ are nothing to do with 
appeasing a harsh, blood thirsty, vengeful G-d, rather a merciful way of atoning for our sins and coming 
closer to him. 
 
The first offering discussed is the ‘’Olah’’ which is loosely translated as a ‘’burnt offering’’, because it is 
totally consumed on the altar, but actually the word means to ‘’elevate’’ and by totally dedicating an 
animal to Hashem we're elevating ourselves in the process.  
 
It is interesting that the ‘’Olah, only comes from male animals, a ‘’Chattos ‘’(sin offering) only female 
animals and ‘’Shlomim’’ (peace offering) male or female animals. 
 
There are many ideas behind this. The Kli Yakar explains that since an ’Olah’’ symbolizes dedication 
we want it to be perfect. That is symbolized by the stronger more powerful male animal, without trying 
to be too sexist. A ‘’Chattos ‘’ is offered when one commits a sin. We want to show our power and might 
have been weakened by the act of sinning. This is symbolized by offering a weaker female animal.  
A ‘’Shlomim’’, which is a thanksgiving offering, or an outpouring of gratitude to Hashem. Anyone, no 
matter how rich, poor, strong or weak can be equal in the eyes of Hashem. This is symbolized by 
offering either a male or female animal.  
 
When the kohen Gadol (high priest) sins he brings a bull and when all the Jews sin they also bring a 
bull but when a private person sins or indeed the King they bring a ram. This is to symbolize that when 
the Kohen Gadol or all the Jews sin, it causes great embarrassment and uproar and needs a big bull to 
atone for it.  However, when individuals or the king sin they don't make such a huge negative impression 
with their sin and therefore only need a smaller ram to atone. 
 
There is also a lot of symbolism in the various limbs of the sacrifices that were offered on the altar 
An 'olah' is totally burnt on the altar and not eaten even by the priests by way of saying we want to 
totally elevate ourselves to G-d and not let any of our human faults, as symbolized by eating, hold us 
back or draw us to sin.  Of the animals that can be eaten, the kidneys, fats around the stomach, a 
portion of the liver, the diaphragm, and the juicy body fats were to be burnt on the altar. The kidneys 
symbolize to the thought making process. The juicy fats around the stomach, the good fats of the body 
and a small section of the liver represent the heightened passions of a person that caused him to sin. 
These need to be burnt and offered to Hashem by way of saying these are the organs that brought us 
to commit sins and we are making up for it by offering it up to Hashem. 



 

 

 
Blood represents the very essence of a human being. Without blood circulating the body one cannot 
live. Therefore, we sprinkle the blood on the holy altar by way of saying we wish we could totally 
dedicate our whole life essence to Hashem.  Also, if a person has committed murder and the family are 
running after him to kill him, he may hold on to the altar and spare himself from death.  It is like a so 
called 'den' when playing hide and seek when nobody can tag you. Therefore, by spraying the blood, 
our life force, on the altar we are saying we want to be attached to the altar. We are attaching our whole 
lives to the altar; therefore, our lives cannot be taken in recompense for our sins. 
 
For common sins it is sufficient to sprinkle the blood on the outer altar.  However, when the high priests 
sins or all the majority of the Jewish nation or indeed on Yom Kippur we must seek a higher form of 
dedication to Hashem and sprinkle the blood inside the temple on the inner altar and  actual curtain to 
the holy of holies. 
 


