
 

 

Rabbi’s Message 

 
This week is known as Shabbat Hagadol, ''the great Shabbat''. It is primarily known by this name 
because the special Haftarah we read talks about the 'Great' day when Moshiach will come. There is 
also a second reason. The exodus from Egypt took place on the Thursday, 15th of Nissan. This means 
the 10th of Nissan when the Paschal lambs, the deity of Egypt, were taken and tied to the bedpost, 
was Shabbat. The fact that the Egyptians saw their god being treated this way in preparation for its 
slaughtering and did not react was a huge miracle. This is how the calendar falls again this year. So, 
the fact that it is Shabbat Hagadol this year is much more meaningful.  
 
This coming Tuesday night, April 4, we search for Chometz after nightfall with a candle or flashlight.  We 
are only concerned with finding big pieces of Chometz left lying around in easily visible or 
accessible places like on shelves or under couch seats. After searching we make the special 
declaration found at the front of the Pesach Machzor which should be said in English. This is repeated 
in the morning before the last time to own chometz.  Amongst Askenasi (not Sephardi) communities 
one must refrain from eating ‘Kitniyos’, literally small things. These include rice, buckwheat/kasha, 
millet, beans, lentils, peas, sesame seeds and mustard and it is generally accepted that corn, green 
beans, snow peas, sugar-snap peas, chickpeas, soybeans, peanuts, sunflower and poppy seeds are 
also forbidden. These do not need to be put away or cleared during the search.  
 I would also like to remind people of the importance of selling our chometz to ensure our chometz 
doesn't belong to us on Pesach. Chometz utensils should be locked away so we don't come to use 
them by mistake. We must also clean out our shul lockers.  

Seder Guidelines: 

There are two Torah mitzvot to be performed at the Seder - eating Matzah and relating the story of the 
slavery and Exodus. There are three main rabbinic mitzvot - drinking four cups of wine, eating marror 
and reciting Hallel. 

The most important parts of the Haggadah are: 

1) Mah Nistanah (4 questions) 
2) avadim Hoyinu (the answer) 
3) The 10 plagues and from ‘Raban Gamliel used to say’ until the end of the blessing. 
4) A person is required to eat a Kezayis of Matzah for ‘Matzah’, a kezayis for ‘koreach ‘ and a 

kezayis for the ‘ Tzofun or afikomen’. 

The Matzah should be 6.25 inches by 7 inches. Korech is d 'Rabbanan, so 4 inches by 7 inches is 
enough. The Afikomen Matzah should also be 6.25 inches by 7 inches. There are guideline sheets to 
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use for measuring in the OU Passover guide. This should be eaten in 2-9 minutes without 
interruption. 

SHMURAH MATZAH MUST BE USED FOR THE SEDER. This can be either machine or hand baked 
shmurah Matzah 

People who can’t swallow Matzah can grind it up and even mix it with water.  

One should try and drink ¾ of their Kiddush cup for each of the 4 cups of wine. Grape juice may be 
used where necessary. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Tribute to Alvin Schwartz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Friday, March 24, 2023, our world lost an outstanding human being when Alvin Schwartz passed 
away. He was 93 and his health was failing, but he was a giant of a man, at only (approximately) 5’5” 
tall.  He was a founder of and a leading force in establishing the Delray Orthodox Synagogue which, 
due to his perseverance, is still a growing synagogue.  
 
I first met Alvin when my husband and I moved to Delray Beach about 10 years ago.  Eight years later 
I became President of Delray Orthodox Synagogue and our relationship blossomed.  Alvin would call 
me with suggestions,”Dorri, I just want you to know that I’m not telling you what to do, but since I have 
had many, many years of experience in the synagogue world…”.  And, he was usually right!   
 
We became good friends, socialized, had dinner together often and spent many hours on the phone, 
especially on Fridays when we would wish one another Shabbat Shalom.  In fact, when he began to 
tell me about his life, that he was born in Danzig, under the control of the League of Nations, in 1929, 
he really piqued my interest.  Since I had previously done personal interviews of Holocaust survivors 
for Steven Spielberg’s Shoah Foundation, I told Alvin that I wanted to interview him so his family would 
have a permanent record about his life.  In November 2020, during COVID, I sent Alvin the list of about 
30 questions that I had prepared for him to review. And at the end of the month our interview was 
recorded (or so I thought, until I finished, pressed Stop, only to realize that I had never pressed Start!).  
This embarrassing incident did not faze Alvin in the least; he laughed, which made me feel better and 
we scheduled another session, which was successful. The interview was put on a disk for Alvin, his 
family and especially the love of his life, his great-grandson.  Mission Accomplished! 
 
Although I am saddened that Alvin is not here, I will always treasure the relationship my husband and 
I had with him and the knowledge we gained. 
 
Dorri Goldman 
 

 



 

 

Mazel Tov! 
 
To Mona Schoenfeld for making Aliyah this past week! 
 
 

Mona’s arrival in Israel! 
 
 
 
 
Kiddush 
 
We have three sponsors for this week’s Kiddush.   
 

1) Debbie & Mitch Rosenzweig will be sponsoring in gratitude to our Shul volunteers; and,  
 

2) Barbara Kieffer and Gordon Rosen will be sponsoring in memory of Barbara’s brother, Dovid 
Ben Yosaif Halevi, and 

 
3) Lyn Ackerman in memory of her husband Jeffrey’s (Boruch ben Aleksander) first yahrtzeit. 

 
This week’s Seudah Shelishit is sponsored by Robin & David Ritholtz. 
 
The price for a sponsored kiddush will revert to $175 following Shavuot, starting June 3rd. 
 
Please contact David Korman, Sam Frankel, Larry Horowitz or Bill Friedman if you would like to sponsor 
a future Kiddush or Seudah Shelishit. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Men’s Club 
 
Fishing Outing:  There will be a fishing outing on Thursday, March 30th from 1 – 5 PM.  It will be $60 
per person.  All DOS members and their guests are welcome.  The flyer that provides greater detail 
was sent out via email last week.  
 
Investment Club:  The next meeting of our Investment Club will be on Monday, May 1st at 11 AM in 
the Shul.   
 
A reminder to all DOS men who are not yet members of our Men’s Club – the annual membership is 
$36; dues can be paid on our website under DONATE, or by check made out to DOS, with “Men’s Club 
Membership” written in the memo line.  We are currently 25 men strong – lets go for 50!  Please join! 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sisterhood 
 
Sisterhood Message from Marcia Feldman, President: 
 
Sisterhood thanks Bingo Master extraordinaire Joe Ferman and chairwoman Susan Shimon for 
leading a very fun and spirited Bingo Night. What a terrific break from Pesach Prep! 

 



 

 

 
On April 18th at 10 AM DOS will be commemorating Yom HaShoah - Holocaust Memorial Day.    We 
invite all shul members and friends to join us for a meaningful and significant remembrance of our six 
million brethren who did not survive. Hear Rabbi Saunders and guest speaker Leslie Srolovitz help us 
to never forget.  Questions, please contact Margie Koretsky.  
 
Shabbos afternoon, April 22nd at 5:30 PM the ladies gather once again for Zemirot singing and 
togetherness at the Shul. 
 
A 75th birthday party will be held for the State of Israel on Tuesday, April 25 at 6:15 PM. Save the 
date.  Further details to follow.  
 
Sunday, April 30th at 10 AM we will have a session on Mindfullness led by Rabbi Sam Frankel at the 
Shul.    Again, save the date! 
 
And more:    
May 18th, Israeli dancing for women  
May 21st, flower folding for Shavuot 
June 19th, a get together at Silverball Arcade    
 
Keep your eyes on the Sisterhood calendar.  
 
Shabbat Shalom to and from the Ladies of Sisterhood  
  
Upcoming Sisterhood Events: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As you can see from our schedule, we have many upcoming activities planned.  Join us!  Be part of the 
fun!  If you have questions, please contact Marcia Feldman at (973) 220-8305.   
 

 



 

 

 
Sandy Geiger Vacation 
 
Sandy will be on vacation until April 20th.  Please send all checks for DOS, that you’d normally send 
to Sandy, to Bill Friedman until Sandy returns.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Rabbi’s Pre Pesach shiurim schedules (timings subject to change based on times of Mincha):  
 
March 27 - Hands on Kashering demonstration  
April 1 - Shabbas Hagadol Drasha 
April 3 - No shiur as it’s too close to Pesach  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


