
 

 

 

Rabbi’s Message 

 
This week's parsha follows quickly on from Matan Torah in last week's Sedra. It includes 24 positive 
mitzvot and 29 negative mitzvot. These were given to Moshe Rabbeinu while he was still on the 
mountain. According to some commentators these laws were given prior to Moshe going up for 40 days 
and he taught to the Jewish people on the same day. This would also explain why in last week's parsha 
Moshe was judging the Jewish people the day after he descended the mountain after Yom Kippur. They 
had four months of court cases to fit into one day.  
 
Slavery in modern times is considered a dirty word. Many monuments of slave owners have been torn 
down recently and football teams have had to change their names. The Torah includes many laws that 
talk about how to treat slaves and how slaves go free. It is very strange that Hashem chose to give 
these laws straight away after the giving of the Torah. I would like to suggest that perhaps Hashem is 
trying to convey the message that if you want to be Holy, if you want to be so special, if you want to get 
close to me and keep my commandments properly, then you have to treat those less fortunate than 
yourself with complete respect. Many societies treat lower class people with sheer contempt. Many 
people simply tread all over people in their pursuit of money and honor. What many years ago was 
called slavery could now be called low paid workers. We need to make sure we pay people correctly 
for the work they do. This includes home help and aides. Make sure their working conditions are up to 
par. Make sure people don't work too long hours and have time for themselves and their families. The 
mark of a good person or of a kind person is how they treat those who are considered lower than them 
in the class scale. If this is how we must treat our servants, how much more so we should treat our 
friends and families with great respect. 
 
This week is also known as parsha Shekalim and is the first of the four special parshiot where two 
Torahs are removed and read on Shabbat morning. In this week's extra Sefer Torah we read about the 
commandment to give half a shekel to the Temple in order for everybody to be joined together in the 
communal sacrifices. It is read now because the money needed to be given at the start of the month of 
Nissan. It is still read today because hopefully Moshiach will come even before you read this and we 
need to know about these laws. It is worth pointing out that it took a whole month to persuade people 
to give just a small amount for the upkeep of the Temple so there is no need for despair when even 
today it takes time for people to pay their membership dues.  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
**The Rabbi will not be having his weekly shiur on Monday, February 20th since it’s Presidents Day and 
he will be enjoying time away with his family. 
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Kiddush 
 
This week’s Kiddush is sponsored by Allan & Iris Weiss in honor of Weiss family birthdays, upcoming 
memorials & visitations; and also, to give thanks to the DOS volunteers who give so willingly to benefit 
the community. 
 
Please contact Larry Freedman, David Korman or Bill Friedman if you would like to sponsor a future 
kiddush. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mazel Tov! 
 
To Florence and Ron Gorsky on the birth of their granddaughter!  Proud parents are Evan and Ariel 
Gorsky of Riverdale, New York. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Save the Date – Pesach Sedarim 
 
The DOS Sedarim will be held at the Shul on the evenings of Wednesday, April 5th and Thursday, 
April 6th.  More info to come! 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sisterhood 
 
Sisterhood Message from Marcia Feldman, President: 
 
Sisterhood has had a busy week.  On Shabbos afternoon almost 20 women gathered under the 
direction of Sharon Frankel to sing Zemirot, give personal glimpses, nosh, schmooze and laugh.  It was 
so popular we are doing it again on Shabbos afternoon March 18 at 5 PM in the shul.  Come and give 
it a try.  Great job Sharon! 
 
On Monday night our own Moshe Goodman gave a fascinating and most informative talk on 
Shatnez.  We learned so much.  It's just nice to know. Thank you, Moshe! 
 
Rina Krause has offered to teach mah jongg or organize a game.  Contact her for more info (224) 432-
3421.  Thanks Rina! 
 
And going forward: 
 
Yoga class for ladies only today, Thursday Feb 16 at 7 PM. No charge.  Easy yoga.  Come! 
 
Fashion show Feb 28. For those who have not registered yet, you can register on our website, but do 
it today (please). 
 
Purim Mishloach Manot project.  Over 50 registered already.  You do not want to be left out.  Deadline 
extended a few days.  Register online today.  For those who have registered, Mishloach Manot can be 



 

 

picked up in shul after megillah reading.  Your name will be on a basket.    If you cannot get it, please 
ask someone to pick it up for you or let us know. 
 
Purim Seudah Tuesday, March 7 at 5:30 PM at the Weissman Center (also called senior center and 
Ruth Rales).  RSVP deadline rapidly approaching.  Please RSVP ASAP. 
 
March 12 at 10 AM our speaker is the last Jewish Gangster - Myron Sugarman.  He has a great story 
to tell.  RSVPs have been opened to the community.  As of Feb 12 we are already 1/3 full.  We do not 
want our members left out.  We only have 150 seats available.  There’s no cost but we do invite 
sponsorships to help defray our costs.  A list of all sponsorships will be shared with our members 
 
March 14 at 2PM is our second book club meeting.  It will be led by Harry Feld. Thank you, Harry for 
stepping up!  See flyer on our Shul website for more details.   
 
Shabbos afternoon March 18 at 5 PM is our second ladies only Zemiros program.  Questions contact 
Sharon Frankel 
 
Tuesday evening March 28 at 7:45 come to the shul prepared to laugh.  Our bingo master Joe Ferman 
will lead a great experience for all.  See flyer for details.  PRIZES!! 
 
And that brings us to PESACH.  We already have 2 events for April and one for May.  More in the 
planning stages too.  Lots going on! 
 
Upcoming Sisterhood Events: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you can see from our schedule, we have many upcoming activities planned.  Join us!  Be part of the 
fun!  If you have questions, please contact Marcia Feldman at (973) 220-8305.   
 
 

 



 

 

 

Parshas Mishpatim 
Birthdays, Anniversaries & Yahrzeits 
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