
 

 

 

Rabbi’s Message 

 
It is imperative this Friday afternoon to ensure one has big enough candles to last at least one and a 
half hours. This is because we need to light the menorah prior to Shabbat and it needs to be burning 
until half an hour after nightfall. The normal candles only last 30 minutes. One can purchase bigger 
candles that fit into a standard menorah or one will have to light 6 tea lights instead. The menorah also 
has to be recognizable for Chanukah, so if you are going down the tea light route, they need to be lit in 
a separate place different from the regular Shabbat candles. 
 
There is a famous question of the Beis Yossef as to why Chanukah lasts for 8 days when the miracle 
of the oil was only seven days as there was enough oil to last for the first day. There are many answers 
to this question. However, I came across an answer which also answers a second question. The 
question is, why in the 'Al Hanissim' prayer is there no mention of the oil burning for 8 days? It talks 
about the amazing miracle of the victory over the Greek army and then they lit the Menorah and made 
a celebration for 8 days. The second book of Maccabees explains that the rabbi's made an 8 day festival 
to make up for the 8 day festival of Sukkot that was cancelled earlier that year as the Temple was 
closed. The second book of Maccabees was not available to many medieval commentators so it has 
not been largely viewed. This would also explain why Al Hanisim, which was a prayer composed by the 
rabbis of the time, did not link the two events.  
 
This Shabbat is also Rosh Chodesh Teves. This means we add Yaaleh V Yovo in the Amida and in 
Benching. We take out 3 Sifrei Torah this Shabat. We read the weekly portion ‘Miketz‘, from the 
first Torah and make 6 aliyot.  This means we will skip the 'shvii' aliyah (unless we are making an extra 
aliyot then we will use it) The second Torah we read the seventh Aliya from the portion for Shabbat 
Rosh Chodesh. The third we read the Maftir leining for the 6th day Chanuka. The haftorah is the special 
one for Shabbat Chanuka. The Musaf is the special Musaf for Shabbat Rosh Chodesh - ATA Yotzarta. 
If you read the regular one you have to go back and say the correct musaf 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Kiddush 
 
We do not have a sponsor for this week’s Kiddush.   
 
Please contact Joe Ferman, Larry Freedman, David Korman or Bill Friedman if you would like to 
sponsor a future kiddush. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Photos of Rabbi Saunders & Michael Weitz’s Visit to Washington 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Shul Pushkas 
 
Harriet Kahn will be bringing pushkas to our Chanukah Dinner for those members who do not have 
one. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sisterhood 
 
Upcoming Sisterhood Events: 
Membership Meeting:  Jan 8 
Brainstorming Session:  Jan 11 
Paint Night:  Jan 25 
Book Club:  Feb 1 
Flower Arranging:  Feb 6 
Theater Party:  Feb 12 
Fashion Show:  Feb 28 
Purim Seudah:  Mar 7 
Meet the Last Jewish Gangster – Marvin Sugarman:  Mar 12 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rabbi Saunders meeting President Biden. 

 

 

Michael Weitz & Secretary of the Navy, Carlos del 

Torro. 

 

 



 

 

Chanukah Dinner 
 
Our Chanukah dinner will be held Thursday evening.  We have 102 members and friends attending 
the Dinner.  We have two groups to thank.  1) Our volunteers, who were just great! The Dinner could 
not have been held without their hard work; and 2) Our sponsors who generously donated over 
$2,400.  Lists of both groups follows: 
 
Volunteers: 
Yussie Bick 
Marcia Feldman 
Roz & Joe Ferman 
Sam Frankel 
Margot & Larry Freedman 
Karen & Bill Friedman 
Larry Horowitz 
Harriet Kahn 
David Korman 
Amy & Philip Sandos 
Rabbi Saunders 
Susan & Benny Shimon 
Debbi Weintraub 
 
 
 Sponsors: 
Sue & Jeff Rosenberg 
Debbie & Mitch Rosenzweig 
Arlene & Larry Klein 
Gilda & Art Birn 
Margot & Larry Freedman 
Harriet & Bob Kahn 
Marilyn & Robert Swedarsky 
Elaine & Martin Schiller 
Iris & Alan Weiss 
Shari Portnoy 
Rita & Herb Schlussel 
Karen & Bill Friedman 
Ronnie Bergman 
Sandy Geiger 
Roz & Joe Ferman 
Marcy & Ralph Nussbaum 
Amy & Philip Sandos 
Lyn Ackerman 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Parshas Miketz 
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