
 

 

Rabbi’s Message 

 

This week we read of many Mitzvot. Included are the laws of whom a Jewish person can marry.  
Amon and Moabite men are forbidden from marrying Jewish women because they did not supply us 
with bread and water in the desert. However, the Jews ate the Manna from heaven. Why should they 
have brought the Jews bread they didn’t need? 
 
The answer is they should have still been offered. Their forefather Lot was saved by Abraham from 
the 4 Kings and they should have returned the favor. To marry a Jewess and give genes to the future 
generations of the Jews you need to be kind. The whole sedra is dealing with Mitzvot that make you 
be kind to one another. Even getting divorced is Hashem's way of saying don’t prolong something 
that isn’t good. The Mitzvah to give your workers food to eat also shows we must be kind. So, these 
nations are not inherently kind so they can’t father Jewish children. This prohibition is not in effect 
today as all the nations have been mixed up over the years so any convert can marry a Jewish 
person except a Kohen.  
 
I mentioned in passing last Shabbat in my resume of the Parsha prior to leining that the source for 
being able to help the deceased, even after that have passed on, came from the end of last week's 
Parsha. I will now elaborate. The passim at the end of the Parsha (21:8) states, ''Atone for Your people, 
Israel, whom You have redeemed.”  We are told that the first part of the verse refers to those who are 
currently alive while the second part refers to the deceased, as it refers to those who were “redeemed 
from slavery in Egypt who had all perished in the desert.”  The Midrash opines, “Therefore, our practice 
is to remember the deceased on Yom Kippur by pledging charity on their behalf.” We are then told not 
to think that charity no longer helps the departed. Rather, when one pledges charity on the deceased’s 
behalf, he ascends as quickly as an arrow shot from a bow.  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Kiddush 
This week’s Kiddush is sponsored by Judy Blustein & Karen & Bill Friedman in memory of Judy’s 
husband & Karen’s father, Rabbi Allan Blustein, HaRav Avraham Moshe ben Shmuel (z’l).   
 
For those who would like to sponsor a Kiddush for an upcoming Shabbat, our price through the High 
Holidays will be $175.  Following the Holidays, the Kiddush price will increase to $350.  Please contact 
Joe Ferman, Larry Freedman, David Korman or Bill Friedman. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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High Holiday Appeal 
High Holiday Appeal letters were mailed recently.  Thus far, we have over $21,000 donated/pledged 
in support of this year’s Appeal!  Should anyone have any questions, please contact Larry Klein (917-
842-6356 
 
We thank you for your support and generosity!   
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Pushkes 
 
A reminder for those members who have home pushkes, please forward your pushke donations to 
DOS either by check or as an online donation.  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Share Your Good News! 
If anyone has any good news they’d like to share, please let us know!  Contact Bill Friedman at (973) 
908-0407, or email Bill at wfried1980@gmail.com 

 
 


