
A Rosh Hashanah Message from Rabbi Saunders

I would like to express my happiness and gratitude to the entire board and 
membership of our shul for going to such lengths to ensure we can 

continue serving Hashem in the best way possible. I would like to place 
on record my debt of gratitude to all our volunteers who have helped 

run the shul and programs this past year. This year has been a 
challenging year in many ways. I am so impressed with what people 
went through to continue to daven with a minyan. We had an 
additional private quick outdoor minyan on Rosh Hashanah and even 
had one in the intense heat of Yom Kippur whilst fasting. We arranged 
an outside minyan on Shabbat, in addition to holding outdoor events 
where people could socialize at the local park. The whole community 

enjoyed an amazing BBQ that brought us all together and fostered a 
wonderful spirit. Although we were stretched to the limit, we found new 

innovative ways to continue to function. We showed Hashem we are his true 
servants by trying to find ways to serve Him and not giving up in the face of 
difficulty. As the old adage goes, "When the going gets tough, the tough get 
going". This expression certainly applies to our community this year.


As we approach the New Year, we need to give thanks to Hashem for having 
survived the previous year. In Shul, prior to the commencement of Rosh 

Hashanah, we will be reciting Psalm 118. This is the last Psalm of Hallel and 
includes the phrase of thanks to Hashem for being released from quarantine. With so 
many people perishing as a result of the Coronavirus or other tragedies, our own 
survival becomes even more miraculous. 


This year we witnessed events we could never have imagined. The storming of the 
Capitol building on January 6th was a jaw-dropping spectacle. To see people storming 
the heavily guarded capital of the free world was truly frightening. This past year so 
many tragic events occurred in which people died from crushing. On Lag 
B’omer, a day of great happiness and outpourings of joy, 48 people were 
crushed to death in Meron. On our own doorstep in Miami, people were 
crushed to death whilst sleeping in their beds. 


All national tragedies are meant to atone for the whole Jewish 
people. But there is another way we gain atonement through 
crushing. On Yom Kippur, the highlight of the Avodah in the Beis 
Hamikdash was the goat of Azazel. The Kohen Gadol would take a 
goat, confess all our sins on it and send it to be pushed off a 
steep cliff. The falling and breaking of its bones offered 
atonement. Let us hope that this act of crushing that we bring 
to life with our prayers is the final atonement we need. 


In this world, Hashem is truly the One calling the shots. Despite 
people boasting that they had beaten the Coronavirus, we see 



that it is still around with new scary variants. Although people thought the 
vaccine would solve the whole problem, thus far Hashem has 

decided that should not be the case. We also have seen how 
Hashem can lift and bring people down in a second. At this 

time last year, New York’s governor was lauded as one of 
the best governors. He won an Emmy award and was 

granted a big book deal. But now he is no longer in 
office, having been forced to resign in disgrace.


The first of Tishrei, the 6th day of creation, is when Adam 
was created. It marks the anniversary of the day that 

Hashem, our G-d, became a King because He has a 
subject. This is why we crown Hashem as our King once 
again on this day. Rosh Hashanah is also the day on which 

Hashem conducts His audit of the world, just like any 
business would, to see how things are going. Who 
should be made redundant? How many jobs should be 
created? Who should be promoted? This is basically what 

Hashem is doing. That’s why we need to make sure we 
are irreplaceable in Hashem's company. We need to 
ensure all our work is up to scratch and perfect. It is 

time to hand in our growth forecast and predictions for the coming 
y e a r and hope they meet Hashem’s standards. When the boss 
comes to examine his business, the employees make sure 
everything is in tip-top shape. Everyone is on their best behavior, 
eager to make a good impression. This is how we should behave 
during the Ten Days of Repentance. We need to make sure 
everything we do is up to Hashem's expectations. We need to seek 
forgiveness. It is similar to Hashem giving us amnesty for our sins 
and bad behavior. We need to make the most of this opportunity.


Whilst this is, of course, a serious and holy time, one should also be filled 
with joy and happiness at being granted the opportunity to crown Hashem 
as our King and to daven to Him.


I would like to end by wishing everyone a happy, healthy, blessed New 
Year, free from the effects of Covid and the need to 
quarantine. May we merit to witness the rebuilding of the 
Bais Hamikdash and the coming of Moshiach speedily in 
our days. 


