
 
 

Parsha 
Beth Jacob Youth department: The 

virtual center of your Jewish life!  
 

ָבִרים   ֵסֶפר  דְּ  
ה  שָּ רָּ  Parsha /  פָּ

Haazinu / ַהֲאִזינּו 

 

Thank you so much to all who have given us feedback and learned with 
your kids!  We look forward to starting a new cycle of Parsha, please Gd 
soon in person… but until then: Beth Jacob Youth invites you to learn and 
grow with your families: Pshat is a dry version of the Parsha: Drash is 

flowery Do one/the other/both. Enjoy!   
The skinny (by Mr. Weiser      ):  

Last Shabbos Parsha. Second to last Parsha of the last Sefer;, Sefer 
Devarim: Hazinu.  Hazinu is really just  a long song and short Parsha.  The 
basic deal that is outlined is that Heaven and Earth will watch us, because 

they are always there and created to support Torah.  We will have nice 
things in the Land of Israel, and when things are good we will forget 

Hashem and lose EVRYTHING. But then Hashem will be there to save us 
and bring us back to nice things in our land again!  

-Drash- 

NUMBER OF MITZVOT: 0 

Some count the mitzvah of Yayin 

Nesech (Sacramental wine) from this Parsha. 

 

HAFTORA: (Additional portion, from Prophets, which is read after 

the Parsha) 

-Shuva Yisroel" – Hoshea / Hosea: 14:2" שובה ישראל
10; then we conclude with Yoel / Joel 2:11-27 
(some add verses 7:18-20 from Micah). 
 
The Shabbat between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur is called 
 Shabbat Shuva (Lit. 'Shabbat of Return';) because - שבת שובה 

the Haftorah which is read on this Shabbat begins with the 
words שובה ישראל Shuva Yisroel, (Repent O' Israel). Others call 
it Shabbat Teshuva (Repentance), as it falls in the Aseret Ymay 
Teshuva, (Ten Days of Repentance). 
It is customary for the Rabbi of the Congregation to give a 
sermon on this Shabbat which includes the basic laws of Yom 
Kippur and Sukkot, and devoted to the theme of Teshuva and 
hopefully awaken and inspire people to correct their ways 
with Teshuva. 

Yom Kippur starts Sunday Eve, September 27. 

Sukkot starts Friday Eve, October 2. 

If a Deal Falls In a Desert:  

What is the Rain? 
his is it.  We are still on the Last Day of 

Moshe’s life.  He is 120.  Though Moshe’s 
ideas and Torah last forever even Moshe has a 

point when in this world his body comes to end.  What 
on earth will not come to an end? Moshe calls on 
Heaven and Earth to witness his song: This Parsha 
Hazinu. Moshe wants to warn Bnei Yisroel about 
committing sins. It takes two witnesses to bust a 
sinner. The only two witnesses that will last long 
enough are Heaven and Earth. Any time a Jew thinks 
of doing an Aveira (sin), he just has to look around at 
the sky or the ground to remember that he is being 
watched by two valid witnesses. 

If a Jew sins, Heaven and Earth themselves will exact 
the punishment. The Heavens will hold back rain and 
cause drought. From the Earth, stones will be lifted 
and thrown at the sinner. The Earth will also dry up so 
no produce will grow. 

Moshe compares the teaching of Torah to rain that 
drips, and dew that flows in the morning. He 
continues to compare Torah to rain storms and 
showers that patter on the grass. Just as there is no 
life on earth without water/rain, there can be no 
existence without Torah. Rain makes plants 
grow; Torah makes a person grow spiritually. 

 

Smack in the Middle: 
Before Moshe starts his song he wants everyone to 

know that even though Hashem is going to punish the 
Jews in the future for their sins, Hashem is not 
“cruel.” Hashem’s got all the power in the world but 
He never uses that power to punish a Rasha more 
than it takes to get Teshuva out of him. 

Moshe reminds Bnei Yisroel that he, himself, will 
never enter Eretz Yisroel as a punishment for hitting 
the rock. Sometimes it seems like too great a 
punishment but that’s because our minds aren’t able 
to comprehend Hashem’s judgment system. It is 
important to accept punishment in the right spirit - 
ask yourself why you’re smack in the middle of a 
round of bad luck: 

Are your Midot on the up and up? 
Are you Davening properly? 
Are you studying Torah like you should? 
Are you listening to your parents the way you 

should? 
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The right answer can sometimes end a drought, so 
think hard its all about your relationship to Hashem 
and the Jewish people!  There is always more to learn!  

 

The Time Will Come: 
The song has a point: Hashem understands us. He 

knows we have a lot of potential but He also knows 
that once in a while we will blow the whole deal. It 
is Hashem’s job to put us back on track. Maybe a 
disease, maybe a drought, maybe a flat tire will be a 
good enough reminder of the pact 
between Hashem and Klal Yisroel - or maybe full 
blown Galut! (exile). 

Hashem promises that when the Jews are exiled 
from Eretz Yisroel, He will go into Galut with them and 
bring them back. Don’t worry about the strength of 
our enemies - Hashem controls that strength and, in 
the right time, He will make the Jews a mighty nation, 
once again, to defeat her enemies. 

The time will come when, if the Jews haven’t 
already done teshuva, after all the suffering 
of galut, that Hashem will gather all the Jews of the 
world and bring them back to Eretz Yisroel. When the 
nation is redeemed, the nations of the world will 
see Hashem’s justice - He can afford to wait for the 
right moment, for in the end, Hashem remembers His 
promises and weighs them against the mistakes that 
the Jews have made. The nations of the world will 
praise Hashem and the Jewish people who have 
stayed steadfast to the pact made by Moshe in the 
desert on the day of his death so long ago with 
Heaven and Earth as the eternal witnesses. 
 

- P’shat – 
 

First עליה — Deut. 32:1–6 

In the first reading (עליה, aliyah), Moshe called on 

heaven and earth to hear his words ( ִים ַמַ֖ ינּו ַהשָּׁ ֲאִזִ֥  ַהַֽ
 ַ֖ אָּׁ ע הָּׁ ה ְוִתְשַמִ֥ רָּׁ ֵּ֑ ֲאַדב  יַוַֽ י־ִפַֽ ֶרץ ִאְמר  ), and asked that his 

speech be gentle like rain and dew for the 
grass.[4] Moshe proclaimed that Hashem was perfect 
and just, while we Hashem's children were often 
unworthy and false. 

Second  עליה — Deut. 32:7–12 

In the second עליה, Moshe warned the ל ַֽ א  ִ֥י ִיְשרָּׁ  to ְבנ 
remember that in the past, Hashem assigned the 
nations their homes they deserved, but chose the 
ל ַֽ א  ִ֥י ִיְשרָּׁ  as Hashem's own people.[8] Hashem found ְבנ 
the ל ַֽ א  ִ֥י ִיְשרָּׁ  in the desert, watched and guarded ְבנ 

them, like an eagle who helps his eaglets. Hashem 
like an eagle glides down to help ל ַֽ א  ִ֥י ִיְשרָּׁ  bearing ְבנ 
Israel along on His wings, alone He caries the Jews.  

Third עליה — Deut. 32:13–18 

In the third עליה, Hashem set the ל ַֽ א  ִ֥י ִיְשרָּׁ  atop the ְבנ 
world to enjoy the world. Hashem will make things 
good and feed us 
honey, oil, curds, milk, lamb, wheat, and wine.[11] So 
Israel will grow content and fat but then they will kick 
and forget Hashem.  Hashem, will be angry for 
idolatry and foreign  sacrifices to demons.  

Fourth עליה — Deut. 32:19–28 

In the fourth עליה, Hashem sees, was angry, will 

hide His face.  He does this to see how if we will 
behave like children with no loyalty and turn to idols.  
Hashem's wrath will burn down to the base of the 
hills the very land He gave us as a gift.   Hashem 
would sweep misfortunes on us, famine, disasters, 
pandemics, and fanged animals — and the sword.  
There will be death and terror to young and old 
alike.[17] Hashem might have reduced us to nothing, 
made our memory forgotten, except for fear 
enemies making fun of the Jews and their Hashem.  
The other nations would think their own hand had 
prevailed and not Hashem's.[18] For Israel's enemies 
were full of nonsense. 

Fifth עליה — Deut.  32:29–39 

In the fifth עליה, Hashem wished that they (we Jews) 

were wise, then they would think about the mitzvot, 
and gain insight into their future. For they (we) would 
recognize that one could not have beaten a 
thousand unless Hashem had given them the win. 
They were like Sodom and Amorah  (destroyed back 
when Avraham saved Lot).  Hashem stored away 
Bnei Yisrael’s sins and would take vengeance later. 

Then Hashem would forgive us.  Hashem would take 

revenge for us.[24] Hashem would ask where the 
enemies' gods were, — let them rise up to 
help![25] There was no god beside Hashem, who 
dealt death and gave life, wounded and healed.  

Sixth  עליה — Deut.  32:40–43 

In the sixth עליה, Hashem swore that He would keep 

his blade of judgement on hand and would wreak 

vengeance on Hashem's foes. Like a warrior with 
arrows and swords, Hashem would save the Jews.  
Hashem would clean up the Land of Israel!  

Seventh עליה — Deut. 32:44–52 

In the seventh עליה, Moshe came, together 

with Joshua, and recited all this poem to the people. 
And when Moshe finished, he told the Jews to take 
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his warnings to heart and tell their children, for it was 
not a trifling thing but their very life at stake. 

 Hashem told Moshe to ascend Mount Nevo and 
view the land of Canaan, for Moashe was to die on 
the mountain, as his brother Aharon had died 
on Mount Hor, for they both made a grave error 
(mistake… Aveirah) with Hashem when they struck 
the rock to produce water in the wilderness of Zin.  

Questions 
- 

- 

Haazinu / ַהֲאִזינּו 

Levels 
The Skinny  

1. In which book of the Torah are we? 

2. What is this weeks Parsha? 

3. How many Parshiot are left until we finish the 

Torah on Simchat Torah? 

4. How is Hazinu kinda long and kinda short? 

5. What will watch us the Jewish people? 

6. What was created to support Torah? 

7. When will we forget Hashem? 

8. What will we lose when we forget Hashem? 

9. Who will bring us back to our land again? 

-Drash- 

10. In which year and day of Moshe’s life are we? 

11. Though Moshe’s physical life is coming to an 

end, what will not end? 

12. How can the Heaven and earth be witnesses? 

13. How is Torah like rain? 

14. How was Moshe ‘punished’? 

15. What can we think about when we are being 

punished or going through a bad time? 

16. What may Hashem use to place us back on 

track? 

17. Why need we not wory about the strength of 

our enemies? 

-Pshat- 
18. How can water from the air be gentle or harsh? 

19. Who is perfect and who are often not perfect? 

20. Who did Hashem chose from all the nations? 

21. How can Hashem be like an Eagle? 

22. When will we kick, and what is this a sign that 

we have forgotten? 

23. When Hashem is angry what is hidden? 

24. After Hashem stores his punishment and then 

releases it, who is forgiven? 

25. How can Hashem be like a warrior for whom? 

26. To which individual did Moshe recite the song of 

Hazinu? 

27. From what mountain did Moshe see what 

country? 
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