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Parsha 
Beth Jacob Youth department: The 

virtual center of your Jewish life!  

ָבִרים   ֵסֶפר  דְּ  
ה  שָּ רָּ  Parsha /  פָּ

Eikev /  ֶב ֵעק     
 

Beth Jacob Youth invites you to learn and grow with your families: Pshat is 
a dry version of the Parsha: Drash is flowery Do one/the other/both. Enjoy!   

The skinny (by Mr. Weiser      ):  
Devarim’s Parhsat Eikev continues Moshes speech.  Moshe reminds the 

Jews that if they keep the mitzvot and believe in  Hashem their children, 
businesses, and time in Eretz Yisrael will go well and after they died they 
will return in Techiyat Hamaysim.  But if they do as they had done in the 
desert, the Golden Calf, smashed luchot, spies, Dasan and Aviram, there 
will be no rain and they will lose their land flowing with milk and honey. 

- P’shat – 
 

First עליה — Deuteronomy 7:12–
8:10 

In the first עליה Moshe told the Israelites, בני ישראל 

, that if they obeyed Hashem's rules, Hashem would 
faithfully maintain the deal of all the good that they 
would get and Hashem would bless them 
with fertility (Healthy 
Children)  and agricultural productivity (good 
farming), and would ward off sickness.[4] Moshe 
directed בני ישראל to destroy all the peoples whom 
Hashem delivered to them, showing no pity and 
not worshiping their gods.  

Moshe told י ישראלנ ב  not to fear these nations 
because they were a lot of people, for בני ישראל had 
but to recall what Hashem did to Paroh and 
the Egyptians and the miracles by which Hashem 
freed them.[7] Hashem would do the same to the 
peoples whom they feared, and would send a 
plague (disease?)  against them, too.[8] Hashem 
would dislodge those peoples little by little, so that 
the wild beasts would not take over the 
land.[9] Moshe directed בני ישראל to burn the images 
of the idol gods, not to covet nor keep 
the silver and gold on them, nor to bring any idol into 
their houses.[10]   

Hashem made בני ישראל travel the long way in 
the wilderness for an additional thirty-eight years (for 
a total of 40 years) because of their sin of the twelve 
spies, of whom ten gave a negative report. Hashem 

determined that none of that generation would enter 
the land which He had promised and so they 
remained in the wilderness until all that generation 
died.[12] Hashem gave them manna  ָמן  to teach them 
that man does not live on bread alone, but on what 
Hashem decrees.[13] Their clothes did not wear out, 
nor did their feet swell for 40 years.[14] Hashem 
disciplined them as a man disciplines his 
son.[15] Moshe told בני ישראל that Hashem was 
bringing them into a good land, where they might 
eat food without end, and thus when they had eaten 
their fill, they were to give thanks to Hashem for the 
good land that Hashem had given them.[16]   

Second  עליה — Deuteronomy 8:11–
9:3 

In the second עליה Moshe warned בני ישראל not to 

forget Hashem, not to violate Hashem's 
commandments, and not to grow haughty and 
believe that their own power had won their wealth, 
but to remember that Hashem gave them the power 
to prosper 

Moshe warned בני ישראל that they were to remove 
from their land nations greater than they, but 
Hashem would go before them as a devouring fire to 
drive out the land's inhabitants.  

Third עליה — Deuteronomy 9:4–29 

In the third עליה Moshe warned בני ישראל not to 

believe that Hashem had given  them the land 
because of their own virtue (good behavior and 
midot); Hashem gave the land's current nations for 
two reasons: 1. because of those nations' 
wickedness, and 2. to fulfill the oath that Hashem 
had made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob  ,אברהם
 to remember בני יש ראל Moshe exhorted [23]. יצחק ויעקב
they angered Hashem in the dessert.[24] At Chorev, 
(Har Sini),  they so provoked Hashem that Hashem 
destroyed them.[25] Moshe ascended Har Sini, for 40 
days and nights, and consumed no bread or 
water.[26] At the end of the 40 days, Hashem gave 
Moshe two stone לוחות  inscribed with the 10 
commandments. Hashem told Moshe to hurry down, 
for the people whom Moshe brought out 
of Egypt had made a molten (made from melted 
metal) image.[28] Hashem was inclined to destroy the 
Jews and make Moshe a new nation.[29] Moshe 
started down the mountain with the two לוחות 
(Luchot) in his hands, when he saw the golden calf 
 before לוחות Moshe smashed the two [30].עגל הזהב
their eyes, and threw himself down before Hashem, 
fasting another 40 days and nights. [32] Hashem was 
angry enough with Aaron (for helping the Jews) to 
have destroyed him, so Moshe also interceded for 
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Aaron.[33] Moshe burned the calf, ground it into dust, 
and threw its dust into the brook that came down 
from the mountain.[34] 

Moshe reminded  בני ישראל how they provoked 
Hashem at Taberah, at Massah, and at Kibroth-
hattaavah.[35] And when Hashem sent them 
from Kadesh-barnea to take possession of the land, 
they flouted Hashem's command and did not put 
their trust in Hashem.[36] When Moshe lay prostrate 
(flat on the ground before Hashem those 40 days, 
because Hashem was determined to destroy   בני
 Moshe prayed to Hashem not to annihilate ,ישראל
Hashem's own people, whom were freed from 
Egypt, but to give thought to יעקבאברהם, יצחק ו  and 
ignore בני ישראל' sinfulness, else the Egyptians 
would say that Hashem was powerless to bring 
them into the land that Hashem had promised them.
   

Fourth עליה — Deuteronomy 10:1–
11 

In the fourth עליה Hashem told Moshe to carve out 

two לוחות of stone like the first, come up the 
mountain, and make an ark of wood (on the inside – 
gold outside).[39] Hashem inscribed on the לוחות 
the Ten Commandments that were on the first 
smashed  לוחות .  

In the continuation of the reading, בני ישראל marched 
to Moserah, where Aaron died and was buried, and 
his son Eleazar became ּכֹוֵהן in his stead.[41] From 
there they marched to Gudgod, and on 
to Jotbath.[42] Hashem set apart the ֵלִוי to carry the 
Ark of the Covenant, and attend the ִמׁשָּכן, and to 
bless in Hashem's Name, and that was why the ֵלִוי 
were to receive no portion of ארץ ישראל, as Hashem 
was their portion 

Fifth עליה — Deuteronomy 10:12–
11:9 

In the fifth עליה Moshe warned בני ישראל to fear 

Hashem, to walk only in Hashem's paths, to love, to 
serve Him with all their heart and soul, and to keep 
the commandments.[45] Moshe noted that although 
heaven and earth belong to Hashem, Hashem was 
drawn to love their fathers, so that Hashem chose 
 from among all peoples.[46] Moshe בני ישראל
described Hashem as supreme, great, mighty, and 
awesome, showing no favor and taking no bribe, but 
upholding the cause of the orphan and the widow, 
 ,and befriending the stranger ,יתומה ואלמנה
 to befriend the בני ישראל Moshe thus instructed [47].ֵגר
 for they were strangers in Egypt.[48] Jews were to , ֵגר
remember  what Hashem did 
to Dasan and Aviram when the earth swallowed 

them.[51] Moshe instructed them therefore to keep all 
the law so that they might have the strength to enter 
and possess the ארץ ישראל and long live on that land 
flowing with milk and honey.  

Sixth  עליה — Deuteronomy 11:10–
21 

In the sixth עליה Moshe told of all the good of the 

promised land, ארץ ישראל   , as a land of hills and 
valleys that soaks up its water from the rains, a land 
that Hashem looks after. He contrasted this with 
Egypt, which was dependent on irrigation.[54]   

Then Moshe told them words now found in 
the Shema :[56] If בני ישראל obeyed the 
commandments, loving Hashem and serving 
Hashem with heart and soul, Hashem would grant 
the rain in season and they would gather their grain, 
wine, and oil.[57] Hashem would provide grass for 
their cattle and בני ישראל would eat their fill.[58] Moshe 
warned them not to be lured away to serve other 
gods, for Hashem's anger would flare up against 
them, Hashem would suspend the rain. [59] Moshe 
urged them to impress Hashem's words upon their 
heart, bind them as a sign on their hands, let them 
serve as a symbol on their foreheads, teach them to 
their children, and recite them when they stayed at 
home and when they were away, when they lay 
down and when they got up.[60] Moshe instructed 
them to inscribe Hashem's words on the doorposts 
of their houses and on their gates, so that they and 
their children might endure in the land that Hashem 
swore to their fathers as long as there is a heaven 
over the earth. 

Seventh עליה — Deuteronomy 
11:22–25 

In the seventh עליה which is also the 

concluding maftir (מפטיר) reading, Moshe promised 

that if בני ישראל kept, walking in all Hashem's ways, 
and holding fast to Hashem, then Hashem would 
dislodge the nations then in the land, and every spot 
on which their feet tread would be theirs, and their 
territory would extend from the wilderness 
to Lebanon and from the Euphrates to 
the Mediterranean Sea.  

 
 

-Drash- 
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NUMBER OF MITZVOT: 8 
6 MITZVOT ASEH (POSITIVE 
COMMANDMENT) 
2 MITZVOT LO TAASEH (NEGATIVE 
COMMANDMENT - PROHIBITION) 
 

HAFTORA: (Additional portion, from Prophets, which is read after 

the Parsha) 

Yeshayahu / Isaiah 49:14- 51:3 (ותאמר ציון). This is 
the second of seven Haftorot, - the שבע דנחמתא - 
the Seven Haftorot of Consolation, that 
precede Rosh HaShana. 

All Mitzvot Matter (AMM): 
Moshe continues his five week speech continuing 

the Shema paragraphs and with some sound advice: 
Guard All of the Mitzvot. Everybody's got their top-
10 Mitzvot. But every Mitzvah is equally important. 
As a reward, Hashem will grant many children, long 
life, plentiful harvests, and herds that will multiply, 
making you rich (of course, sheep won't start to 
appear in your 20th floor city apartment today 
there is other stock to grow, but you get the 
picture!). 

As the Bnei Yisroel prepare for a Canaanite 
conquest, keeping the Mitzvot is one of the 
conditions for the Jews to have Hashem's help. 

Just a couple of strategic previews: Hashem will 
confuse the nations of Canaan. He will send hornets 
ahead of the Bnei Yisroel and when the Canaanites 
hide, the hornets will hunt them out and poison 
them.  

This weeks parsha reminds you to bench after you 
eat bread.  No worries, you can find it in a bencher 
you don’t have to memorize the parsha!  

 

DejaMoo: 
We go from a top twenty mitzvah to the number 

one sin in the desert: The Eigel Hazohov, (the 
golden calf). 

At Har Sinai, Hashem, Himself, gives the 
first Aseret Hadibrot to the Jewish people. But it's 
too much for the Bnei Yisroel to handle. They beg 
Moshe to be an intermediary. So Moshe goes 
up Har Sinai. For forty days and nights Moshe stays 
at the summit of the mountain without food or 
drink. He is given two sapphire tablets - the luchot - 

upon which are engraved the Aseret Hadibrot. But 
trouble is brewing at the base and Hashem tells 
Moshe to rush down quickly because there's a 
terrible sin being committed. The Jews who 
witnessed a miraculous Exodus have made the 
image of a golden calf! 

Hashem is ready to destroy the entire nation and 
start over with Moshe. Moshe's not impressed. He 
goes to bat for the Bnei Yisroel. He 
reminds Hashem of His promise to 
the Avot (forefathers). It takes a lot of begging and 
dealing, but finally, Hashem agrees not to destroy 
the Jews. 

Moshe now rushes down the mountain to see 
what the commotion is all about. He is shocked to 
find that the center of celebration is the golden calf. 
Moshe becomes infuriated and smashes the luchot. 
Moshe burns the graven image and throws its dust 
into a river. He makes the Jews drink from its 
waters. Those who have sinned die. 

Moshe now returns to heaven for another forty 
days and asks Hashem to forgive the sin of the 
golden calf. Moshe is told to carve out a new set 
of Luchot. On these stones Hashem once again 
engraves the Aseret Hadibrot. Moshe builds 
an Aron (Ark) to store the Luchot. On Yom 
Kippur, Moshe comes down with the second set 
of luchot. Hashem has forgiven the sin of Bnei 
Yisroel. 

People in Pain and Rain or Ain:  
Moshe warns the Bnei Yisroel that a Jew must be 

especially careful not to hurt the feelings of a ger (a 
convert). 

A ger is a non-Jew who decides to keep all of 
the Torah and mitzvot. Once a Beit Din (an 
Orthodox Jewish Court) has converted the ger, that 
newcomer must be treated as an equal to any Jew. 
In fact, a Jew must go out of his way to be nice to 
a ger because the ger has given up everything to 
keep the Torah. Never remind a ger of their past, 
because you, Bnei Yisroel, were also a stranger 
in Mitzrayim (Egypt). 

Also included in this Mitzva is a reminder to treat 
all newcomers well, such as a new student in school 
and a newcomer to your neighborhood. 

In Egypt, where the land is flat, people are used to 
one big overflow of the Nile fertilizing the ground 
and providing enough water in the irrigation ditches 
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for the entire farming season. Eretz Yisroel doesn't 
work that way. 

The land of Eretz Yisroel is hilly. A farmer relies on 
the rain to water the crops. That's why praying for 
rain is so important. Hashem holds the key to 
rainfall. 

If you need proof of Hashem's power over nature, 
Moshe brings up three examples: 

It was Hashem who caused the Yam Suf to split, 
leaving a dry path for the Bnei Yisroel to cross. 
When the Jews were safely out of the sea 
bed, Hashem commanded the walls of water to 
come crashing down, drowning the entire Egyptian 
army. 

The second example is the Mann. For forty years, 
this miraculous "heavenly bread" sustained the 
entire nation. The Mann could taste like steak or 
chicken or pot roast - anything you desired. 

The third example is the way Hashem punished 
Datan and Aviram. These two troublemakers met 
their deaths when Hashem caused the earth to 
open underneath them and swallow the two fiends. 

Just in case the Jews decide to disregard 
the mitzvot and worship idols they should 
remember that Hashem has His finger on the rain 
button and will cut the water power. 

Green pastures, food, money... they're all great, 
but the Bnei Yisroel are focused on one goal right 
now and Moshe knows it - the conquest of Canaan. 
Moshe knows that the nation is "pumping up" for 
war and, even with faith in Hashem, they need 
every bit of courage to put their lives in the hands 
of Hashem. That's why he reminds them of the 
mighty giant Og who came a'tumblin down like a 
pile of jello. 

The Jews may have to face giants, but 
if Hashem could bring down Og, He can bring down 
any giant who stands in the path of conquest! 

Tune in next week when Moshe speaks on about 
idols, prophets and kashrut : 

Questions 
- 

- 

Eikev /  ֶב ֵעק     

Levels 
The Skinny  

1. What is this weeks PArsha? 

2. Which book of the Torah are we in? 

3. Who is speaking throughout this weeks 

parsha? 

4. If we keep the Mitzvot what will go well? 

5. What is Techiyat Hamaysim? 

6. What are some of the mistakes Bnei 

Yisrael made in the desert? 

7. What kind of land was Eretz Yisrael? 

-Pshat- 

8. What is the bracha of fertility? 

9. What is the bracha of agricultural 

productivity? 

10. Why would Hashem remove the evil 

nations residing in Israel little by little? 

11. Why did the Bnei Yisrael have to travel 

so long in  the desert? 

12. What Happened to the Jews clothes and 

feet while they were in the desert for so 

long? 

13. In whose power should Jews not rely? 

14. For what two reasons did Hashem give 

the Jews the land? 

15. How long was Moshe atop Har Sini when 

getting the Luchot? 

16. Which individual was Hashem going to 

destroy for involvement in the Chait 

HaEgel? 

17. Of what was the Aron or Ark made?  

18. Which child of Aharon took over for his 

father? 

19. What are orphans and widows? 

20. How do Egypt and Israel receive water? 

21. What did Hashem promise would go from 

the wilderness, to Lebanon, to the 

Euphrates? 

-Drash- 
22. Which Mitzvot are most important? 

23. What does this week parsha ask you to do 

after eating bread? 
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24. Of what are the tablets (Luchot) made? 

25. Why does Moshe throw dust in a river? 

26. Why must we sympathise with a Ger? 

27. Of which two miracles does Hashem 

remind the Jews? 

28. Which man proves Hashem can defeat all 

Jewish enemies? 
 

This Weeks “Game” Board Game. Matching: Turn each 

card face down in rows..  Each playa on their turn turns over two 

cards. If they match they keep their match and go again.  If the card 

do not match they are turned back over and the next playa goes! 

Figure out how the pix and parsh conex! 
 

Thank You for all the interest and learning 

as we of BJC: together become; A virtual 

center for learning in your Jewish life! 
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