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During the pandemic we have been utilizing Zoom for our monthly Board meetings and also to 

continue to provide programs, some in collaboration with other Sisterhoods. In July we had our 

first program for the year, a Book Club to discuss The Weight of Ink, with breakfast and a cook 

book exchange, in-person and via Zoom. In August we had a combined in-person and Zoom 

Board installation, which was enhanced by a presentation via Zoom by one of our past 

international Women’s League for Conservative Judaism presidents. We had a virtual Winter 

Brunch in February, with a talk by another past international president of Women’s League, 

and that same month several of us joined with a Sisterhood in NY for a Meet the Author 

discussion of Rebel Daughter. This winter we enjoyed a Zoom visit with the Word Mavens and 

learned to cook gnocchi at Fat Tuscan café. Our Hamentashen Bake Sale was once again 

accomplished by home bakers, and we were pleased to contribute a portion of our profits to 

the social action campaign for Ukraine.       

Sisterhood dues and donations, as well as fundraisers, such as Rosh Hashanah grams and our 

Hamentashen bake sale, allow us to support Jewish education and our Congregation, provide 

cultural experiences, and contribute to social action programs. We continue to provide an 

annual donation to Chavaya and this year we were pleased to provide the funding for purchase 

of the new playground in the schoolyard. It was exciting to see children, including my two 

granddaughters, playing on the new structure at the Purim Carnival! We also recently provided 

funds for purchase of the Bimah chairs for our soon-to-be renovated sanctuary.  

The Sisterhood Board sometimes has to make difficult decisions and closing our Judaica Shop 

was one of those. Fiscal realities related to changes over the years in how the majority of 

people shop led us to the decision to close the Shop, with certain popular items like candles and 

mezuzah parchments to remain available in the synagogue. We had a ten-day 75% off sale and 

then packed up items for future sale at Junque to Jewels, with a number of items saved for our 

silent auction Sisterhood fundraiser at our closing brunch next month.  

Our closing brunch on Sunday, June 12, will be in the social hall. To encourage Sisterhood 

membership growth, the Board recently decided to open up this membership brunch and 

business meeting to prospective and returning Sisterhood members. Registration information 

was sent out this week and we look forward to a great morning, which as I mentioned will 

include a silent auction of items from our recently closed Judaica shop as well as donations 

from talented and generous Sisterhood members. Our first event for the coming year, on 

Sunday, July 17, will be Meet the Author (from Israel) of Rebel Daughter, with complimentary 

breakfast in the social hall for paid-up Sisterhood members, and a virtual discussion open to the 

greater Gainesville Jewish community.  

Since our nominating committee this year did not identify a candidate for President-elect, and 

Connie and I are ending our third year of a two-year term on June 30, we are in the process of 



deciding what Board structure to use moving forward. We had a brainstorming session with a 

past International President of Women’s League at our May Board meeting and we explored 

several options, which we will choose from in the coming weeks. Your input and ideas are 

welcome. Whatever we decide, Sisterhood will continue to meet our fiscal obligations and fulfill 

our mission, which is “to support the Congregation’s schools and youth activities; to strengthen 

and unite the women of the synagogue and support them in efforts to understand and 

perpetuate Conservative/Masorti Judaism in the home, synagogue, and community; and to 

reinforce the bonds of the women of the synagogue with Israel and with Jews worldwide.”  

Watch your emails for program announcements. If you are a member of Sisterhood and you 

are not receiving my email blasts, please let me know. If you know anyone who needs a phone 

call about programs, please let me or anyone on the Board know. 

Thank you to each member of the Sisterhood Board for all the work you have done this year, 

and your on-going support and enthusiasm. Thanks also to Rabbi Kaiman, Jenifer, and Melanie 

for your support of Sisterhood. We could not do all that we do without your assistance.   

L’Shalom 

Sisterhood Board – May 2022 

Executive Committee 

Linda Bobroff, Co-president, 2019-22 (extended term) 

Connie Stern, Co-president, 2019-22 (extended term) 

Becky Micha, Vice President, Membership, 2021-23 (current term) 

Margaret James, Treasurer, 2021-23 (past Recording Secretary) 

Diane Brody, Corresponding Secretary, 2021-22 (current term) 

Jenna Price, Recording Secretary, 2021-23 (past Member-At-Large) 

Historian/Parliamentarian 

Dorothy Melker, 2021-23 (current term) 

Standing Committee Chairs 

Torah Fund 

Deborah Crown (co-chair with Connie), 2021-23 (current term) 

Members-At-Large: 

Jeannie Bobroff, 2021-23 

Cindy Dern, 2021-23 (second term) 

Jessica Gutter, 2021-23 

Lana Monchek, 2021-23 (current term) (past Bylaws Chair) 

Holly Sprinkle, 2021-23 

Nadine Schatz, 2021-23 (current term) 

Incoming Members-At-Large: 

Nancy Miner, 2023-25 

Faith Randall, 2023-25 


