
Rabbi’s Annual Report 5782 

We began this year with a cautious return to in-person services at the High Holidays. It 

was a true challenge to meet the needs of the congregation after the severe lockdown of 

the previous year. Even today, we continue to understand the need for accommodation 

and adjustment as we learn to live with COVID. 

Nevertheless, we continued to offer all regularly scheduled services and lifecycle events 

during this past year. It is now much more normal to offer our classes via hybrid in-

person and zoom. This year we offered classes for “Introduction to Judaism”, “Torah on 

Tuesday”, “Shabbat Torah Circle”, “Introduction to Talmud”, “Reproductive Rights and 

Judaism” and more than twenty Sunday morning session on “Exploring the Siddur”. I am 

very pleased that our hybrid class offerings allow us to reach a much wider audience than 

ever before.  

Now, with renovation under way we have adjusted to our temporary sanctuary in the 

social hall and will adjust as needed while construction is taking place over the summer.  

As we look towards this next year of 5783 we are pleased to announce our theme: 

“Hashiveinu: Return, Recharge, Renew”. Over the course of the year we will explore the 

extensive Jewish resources that challenge us toward renewal both as a community and as 

individuals. I hope you will consider joining me for services, classes and other events in 

this 99th year of our congregational life.  

In just two weeks we will gather for the holiday of Shavuot. It is the celebration of the 

giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. Exodus 19:17 tells us that Moses brought the people 

together at the base of the mountain. Today our synagogue serves as the base of the 

mountain for us as Jews in Gainesville. We come together to celebrate, to mourn, to find 

strength when weak and to give encouragement for those who are in need. We have 

been bequeathed a treasure in Torah and in our Jewish heritage. Let us continue our 

mission to build a Jewish community of vitality here in Gainesville, Florida.  

B’shalom U’vracha 

In Peace and Blessings, 

Rabbi David Kaiman  

 


