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I am proud to say our Chavaya Hebrew program had another wonderful and successful year. Despite 

another ever-changing and crazy year, we have adapted our program to create the best and safest 

learning environment for our students.  

This year we transitioned into a hybrid learning program designed to fit the student’s schedules and still 

allow them to come together for community-based learning once a week. We continued with our one-

on-one zoom Hebrew lessons during the week and instituted a two hour in-person learning program on 

Sunday mornings. Our 1st and 2nd graders were able to sign up for one 40 min lesson during the week 

and our 3rd-7th graders are encouraged to sign up for two lessons during the week. All lessons are 

conducted by myself and our amazing UF student teachers.  

Our current Hebrew program uses a curriculum called Mitkadem (produced by Behrman House). This 

prayer-based program encourages Hebrew learning through prayers students come across during 

weekly tefillot and their Bnai Mitzvah preparation. Levels 1-2 focus on learning the Aleph Bet and vowels 

so that when students finish with these two books they are able to sound out the full Hebrew words. 

Level 3 and 4 introduce a more comprehensive Hebrew Language learning program. In each Ramah 

(level) students learn new vocabulary and grammar and build their comprehension through reading 

practice. In addition, these two levels begin teaching the students about Hebrew prefixes/suffixes, roots 

and delve into the meaning behind some of the blessings they come across in school, during holidays 

and before eating. Levels 5-23 each focus on one prayer in particular. Throughout each set of five 

packets, the student learns how to read each prayer (such as the Kiddush), the more important 

vocabulary, learn about the meaning of the prayer and use the prayer to practice conjugation and 

grammar. As they move through the program, students will gain a better comprehension and 

appreciation for the tefillot they will use as they move forward with their Jewish Education. 

 The program, with its one-to-one format, has continued to be a huge success, allowing students to 

move through the material at their own pace and to feel confident as they move forward. Almost all of 

our students finished 1 Ramah this year, and many made it through 3 or 4! We will be continuing this 

one-on-one weekly format this upcoming school year. 

In addition to their weekly Hebrew lessons, our students participated in an in-person, community 

learning each Sunday.  In the beginning of the year, our lessons were outside allowing our students to 

remain socially distant while facilitating a closer, in-person environment. As the year progressed and 

things calmed down, we transitioned back into the classrooms. Our program this year was focused on 

the Parshiot. Each lesson would focus on the upcoming weekly Parsha. Each lesson begins with 

community tefillot, led by Rabbi Kaiman. The students are encouraged to sing-along, and learn about 

the meaning of the different prayers. Following services, the students were split into two classrooms 

with the teachers. In their groups, the students participated in discussions, crafts, games and activities 

designed to teach them about the stories in the weekly Parsha, and the upcoming holidays. This 

program implemented to help the students learn more about the Torah, feel more confident about what 

they were listening to during the Torah service and to become more familiar with the Parshiot they 

might be reading for their own B’nai Mitzvah.  



This upcoming year we will be continuing our in-person Sunday lessons. Our upcoming Sunday program 

will be focusing on different mitzvot and Jewish values. Each week the students will be engaging with 

different values and will learn how to implement these mitzvot and values in their daily lives.  

In the winter we said goodbye to one of our longtime teachers, Hannah Gilman. She graduated from UF 

this past December and we wish her the best in all of her future endeavors. We also welcomed some 

new teachers this year; Noah Gilman, Shiri Abramson, Kim Silberman, Gabbi Thaw, Jamie Bielski and Noa 

Gershoni.  They have done a fantastic job this year and we are thrilled to have many of them on board 

again as we move into another year! 

In addition to the Chavaya classes, some of our teacher also teach our Judaics program in the Day 

school. Our Judaics program is broken down between Hebrew and Jewish stories and holidays. On the 

Hebrew learning days, the students focused on learning the letters of the Aleph Bet, and have begun to 

learn some Hebrew vocabulary. As we reach the end of the year, our elementary students have learned 

colors, animals, foods, parts of the body, and clothing vocabulary in Hebrew. Their retention is 

incredible and they are now able use these vocabulary words outside of the classroom. On The other 

days, the students have been learning about some of the Parshas and stories from the Torah and about 

the Jewish holidays. Some of the topics we covered this year are Noach, Abraham and his family, Joseph, 

Moses and the Exodus, and holidays like Rosh Hashanah, Sukkot, Pesach, and Shavuot. We look forward 

to continuing this program next year! 

Registration for Chavaya will begin in a little over a month! We are looking forward to another great 

year of learning and seeing all of our students in-person again! 

 

 


