
 בס"ד

Dear QJC Family, 

I am writing you today to express that unfortunately, our shul will not be able to hold 

minyanim at this time. While we hope this can change soon, we will need to evaluate 

on an ongoing basis over the course of the next few weeks. This decision has been made 

in consultation and agreement with the officers of the Queens Jewish Center. 

As I am sure you have heard at this point, Governor Cuomo very suddenly announced 

yesterday that he is allowing religious gatherings of up to ten people to resume, effective 

today, May 21. Baruch Hashem, this is an indication that we have seen the curve 

significantly flattened. It should not be minimized how much effort and resilience it has 

taken all of us to allow for the conditions to reach this point, and I commend all of those 

who have taken the governmental and medical advice as seriously as possible. 

With that said, we must proceed with a great deal of caution. It is important to 

remember that when we originally closed shul, it was before the governor mandated that 

people stay home. It is only because of the measures we took that we were able to get to 

this point, and we must keep that in mind as we go forward. 

There is a line in the long tachanun that has resonated with me recently, including this 

morning: “Do not abandon us, Lord our God, do not be distant from us, for we are worn 

out by the sword and captivity, pestilence and plague, and by every trouble and sorrow. 

Rescue us, for in You lies our hope.” COVID-19 has worn us out emotionally, especially 

as we are distant from our precious shul and tefillah b’tzibbur. It has been 

overwhelmingly painful for many to be asked to stay home and to not go to shul. 

Understandably, there is an urge to return as quickly as possible. Indeed, some shuls, in 

consultation with their array of experts, have decided that they are ready to resume. We 

wish them the utmost success in this process, and we respect their doing this in the 

safest way possible. 

Yet, there is a large consensus among the rabbinate of the Rabbinical Council of America 

and the leadership of the Orthodox Union, in consultation with leading gedolim and 

medical experts, that we are not ready yet. This position is being taken by other OU 

affiliated shuls in Queens, including some in Forest Hills. The original guidelines 

released a few weeks ago urged waiting at least two weeks after the State approves the 

process of reopening. Therefore, we will need to wait at least two weeks from now to see 

how the situation is unfolding. Indeed, our city has not yet met all of the governor’s 

metrics for reopening. Please be aware that we may have to wait even longer. 

While I wish I could promise which date we will resume, how soon it will be, and to what 

extent it will be (likely in a gradual progression), what I can promise is that we will 

continue to monitor the situation and remain in communication with other similar 

shuls, along with experts. I can promise that when we be’ezras Hashem resume some 

operations, we will do so only in a way in which we can say we are doing our very best to 

ensure that everyone remains safe and healthy. 

https://www.ou.org/assets/OU-Guidance-To-Shuls-And-Communities-5-8-2020_E.pdf
https://forward.ny.gov/regional-monitoring-dashboard


Any decision to not hold minyanim does not come from a place of loving tefillah 

b’tzibbur less, but life more. This is not a leniency in hilchos tefillah but a stringency in 

pikuach nefashos. I believe that given that we are able to fulfill our obligation to daven 

at home, tefillah b’tzibbur should not be the city’s guinea pig of reopening. Religious 

gathering is still seen as a significant risk at this time, even when proper precautions are 

attempted. A church in Georgia was forced to close down again after it reopened because 

of COVID spreading in that church as a result of its reopening. As eager as we may be to 

resume as soon as possible, we must make sure that we do so with careful deliberation 

and to ensure that increased exposure to the public does not lead to an increase in cases. 

We also need to consider the unique demographic circumstances of our community in 

any decisions we make. 

In light of the above considerations, it is my position that minyanim should not begin at 

this time, and even where there are minyanim available, I cannot recommend 

participation as of now. All of our activities, it goes without saying, should reflect the 

recommendations of social distancing and the wearing of masks in public. 

I am happy to speak to anyone who wishes to discuss this further. 

In merit of our efforts to preserve life, may Hashem grant us the safety to emerge from 

this crisis speedily. 

Warmly, 

Rabbi Judah Kerbel 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Your Kindnesses are Prayers” 

A poor wagon driver came to Rabbi Levi Yitzhak of Berdichev with a question. He is 

careful to recite the morning and evening prayers, but he prays alone, since he is unable 

to recite these prayers in a minyan in a synagogue because of the many hours during 

which he works. From early morning until sunset he travels with his horse and wagon 

from village to village, and cannot join a minyan in mornings and evenings, as he would 

like. 

So he asks the rabbi if he should quit his job and find different work, in order to be able 

to pray in a minyan on a regular basis. 

Rabbi Levi Yitzhak replied with a question: "Tell me, please, when you meet someone on 

the road who is walking in the direction that you are traveling, do you take him in your 

wagon without payment? 

"Certainly," answered the wagon driver, "can a Jew do otherwise?" 

"If so," concluded Rabbi Levi Yitzhak, "then you do not have to change jobs, since what 

you do is precious in the eyes of the Blessed Holy One - as valuable as praying in a 

minyan." 


