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Dvar Torah and Halachic Guide to Sukkot 5781 
Davening Instructions Compiled by Rabbi Joshua Flug, Center for the Jewish Future, YU 

Adapted by Rabbi Judah Kerbel 

 

Please see p. 6 for more halachos pertaining to the sukkah. 

Please see p. 8 for more halachos pertaining to arba minim. 

Please see p. 10 for a D’var Torah to enjoy for the first days of yuntif. 

 

The following sections contain directives related to davening – some apply to those davening at 
home and some apply more generally. 
 
Erev Sukkos  

● Lulav and Esrog should be put together before yuntif begins. 

● Candle lighting should take place 18 minutes before sundown at 6:16 pm. The beracha 

should conclude יום טובשל להדליק נר של שבת ו .  

● Mincha in shul will be at 6:25 PM. Those davening at home should complete weekday 

Mincha should be completed before sundown, 6:34 pm. 

First Day of Sukkos 

Friday Night 

● An abridged קבלת שבת is recited that begins with Mizmor Shir L’Yom HaShabbos. 

BaMeh Madlikin should also be omitted. 

● Both  ושמרו and וידבר are recited before the Amidah. 

● Ma’ariv Amidah for Yom Tov with proper insertions for Shabbos and Sukkos. 

● Vayechulu is recited after the Amidah (omitting the beracha “Magen Avos” if davening at 

home) followed by Aleinu and L’Dovid. 

● Kiddush should not take place before nightfall. Due to the circumstances this year, one 

can be lenient to make kiddush at 7:00 PM. 

● Kiddush for Yom Tov with proper Shabbos and Sukkos insertions. Kiddush begins with 

 Leishev BaSukkah is recited followed by ,מקדש השבת וישראל והזמנים  After .יום הששי 

Shehechiyanu. (*Remember to say shehechiyanu even if you are not eating in the 

sukkah). 

● Birkas HaMazon should include the insertions for Shabbos and Sukkos (ya’aleh v’yavo, 

harachaman.. yom shekulo tov; hu yakim lanu). 

● If Ma’ariv was recited before nightfall (7:00 pm), Kerias Sh’ma should be repeated after 

nightfall. 

Daytime 

● Minyanim will take place at their regularly scheduled times. 

● Pesukei D’zimra. Birchos Kerias Sh’ma for Shabbos (הכל יודוך). Sof Zman Krias Shema is 

9:49 am. 

● Shacharis Amidah for Yom Tov with the proper insertions for Shabbos and Sukkos. 

● The lulav and esrog are not taken on Shabbos. 



2 

 

● Full Hallel is recited. 

● The Torah reading for the first day is Vayikra 22:26-23:44, the maftir is Bamidbar 29:12-

16 and the haftarah is from Zechariah 14:1-21. One davening at home may read through 

these passages for the sake of learning Torah. 

● Mussaf Amidah for Yom Tov with proper insertions for Shabbos and Sukkos. 

● Hoshanos can be recited without a minyan. One remains in place when reciting 

Hoshanos on Shabbos (and when reciting without a minyan). On the first day, אום נצורה 

is recited.   

● Mincha in shul will take place at 6:10 PM. Amidah for Yom Tov with the proper 

insertions for Shabbos and Sukkos. Mincha should be recited before shekiyah (sunset) 

which is at 6:33 pm. 

● Seudah Shlishis should ideally be eaten before the tenth hour (4:35 pm) and preferably 

after reciting Mincha (this will not be possible for those coming to shul). If one did not 

do so, one may eat seudah shlishis until sunset. 

● Preparations for the second day may not begin until nightfall (7:14 pm). 

Second Day of Sukkos 

Saturday Night 

● Candle lighting must be performed after nightfall. 

● Ma’ariv should ideally be recited after 7:00 pm. 

● Ma’ariv for Yom Tov with insertions for Sukkos includes ותודיענו. 

● Kiddush for Yom Tov includes Meorei Ha’Eish, Havdalah, Shehechiyanu and Leishev 

BaSukkah ( "סיקנהז  ). 

● Birkas HaMazon should include the insertions for Sukkos. 

Daytime 

● Birchos Kerias Sh’ma for weekday ( המאיר לארץ). Sof Zeman Krias Shema is 9:49 am. 

● Shacharis Amidah for Yom Tov with proper insertions for Sukkos. 

● The four species are taken before Hallel. Two berachos are recited: Al Netilas Lulav and 

Shehechiyanu. 

○ An individual reciting Hallel at home shakes the lulav at (first) Hodu one time, 

two times at 'אנא ה and then two times at the ending Hodu. 

● Full Hallel is recited. 

● The Torah reading for the second day is Vayikra 22:26-23:44, the maftir is Bamidbar 

29:12-16 and the haftarah is from Melachim I 8:2-8:21. One davening at home may read 

through these passages for the sake of learning Torah. 

● Mussaf Amidah for Yom Tov with proper insertions for Sukkos. 

● Hoshanos can be recited without a minyan. One remains in place when reciting 

Hoshanos without a minyan. On the second day, למען אמיתך is recited.   

● Mincha Amidah for Yom Tov with proper insertions for Sukkos. Mincha at shul will take 

place at 6:15 pm. Individuals davening at home should be sure to daven before 6:31 pm. 
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Motzaei Yom Tov 

● Yom Tov concludes at nightfall 7:12 pm. 

● Weekday Amidah for Ma’ariv should be recited including Atah Chonantanu and Ya’aleh 

V’Yavo. If one forgets Ya’aleh v’yavo at Ma’ariv, one does not need to repeat the amidah. 

● Havdalah consists of two berachos: HaGafen and HaMavdil (no besamim or eish). It 

should be recited in the sukkah. If one isn’t planning on eating in the sukkah after 

Havdalah, Leishev BaSukkah should not be recited. 

Chol HaMoed 

• Shacharis, Mincha and Ma’ariv follow weekday services while including Ya’aleh 

V’Yavo. If one forgets Ya’aleh V’yavo at Shacharis or Mincha, the amidah should be 

repeated. 

• Shacharis will take place at 6:10 am and Mincha at 6:10 PM in shul. 

• Tachanun and lamenatzeach are not recited on Chol HaMoed. 

• The four species are taken before Hallel. If one did not make shehechiyanu on the 

lulav on Sunday, one may say the beracha the first time they shake lulav at any point 

during Sukkos. 

• Full Hallel is recited every day of Sukkos after Shacharis. 

• Yom Tov Mussaf is recited each day with the proper insertions for the particular day 

of Chol HaMoed Sukkos. 

• Hoshanos can be recited without a minyan. One remains in place when reciting 

Hoshanos without a minyan. The following paragraphs are recited: 

o Monday: אערוך שועי 

o Tuesday:  אבן שתיה 

o Wednesday: ל למושעות- ק  

o Thursday:  אדון המושיע 

Hoshana Rabbah 

Morning Services 

• Shacharis in shul will take place at 6:10 am. 

• Pesukei D’Zimra includes sections from Shabbos/Yom Tov. After מזמור לתודה, turn to 

Shabbos/Yom Tov Pesukei D’Zimra and recite from למנצח מזמור לדוד through   ה' מלך

 .יהי כבוד Then return to weekday Pesukei D’Zimra and continue with .גאות לבש 

• Shir Hama’alos is recited after Yishtabach. 

• Weekday Amidah for Shacharis including Ya’aleh V’Yavo. 

• The four species are taken before Hallel. 

• Full Hallel is recited.  

• Yom Tov Mussaf with the proper insertions for Hoshana Rabbah. 

• Hoshanos can be recited without a minyan. One remains in place when reciting 

Hoshanos without a minyan. At the end of the Hoshanos, one puts down the four 

species and takes the aravos bundle and beats them on the ground five times. 

• Davening concludes with  לקינו, עלינו, שיר של יום, לדוד-אין כא . 



4 

 

Erev Yom Tov 

● Candle lighting should take place 18 minutes before sundown at 6:05 pm. The beracha 

should conclude להדליק נר של שבת ושל יום טוב. 

● Weekday Mincha should be completed before sundown 6:23 pm. Mincha in shul will 

take place at 6:10 pm. 

Shemini Atzeres 

Friday Night 

● An abridged קבלת שבת is recited that begins with Mizmor Shir L’Yom HaShabbos. 

BaMeh Madlikin should also be omitted. 

● Both  ושמרו and וידבר are recited before the Amidah. 

● Ma’ariv Amidah for Yom Tov with proper insertions for Shabbos and Shemini Atzeres. 

● Vayechulu is recited after the Amidah (omitting the beracha “Magen Avos” if davening at 

home) followed by Aleinu and L’Dovid. 

● In the Diaspora, the technical halacha is that Shemini Atzeres meals take place in the 

Sukkah. However, many do not eat in the sukkah on Shemini Atzeres. One does not 

recite Leishev BaSukkah on Shemini Atzeres. 

● It is preferable to wait until nightfall (7:05 pm) to begin Kiddush. 

● Kiddush for Yom Tov with proper Shabbos and Shemini Atzeres insertions. Kiddush 

begins with יום הששי. After מקדש השבת וישראל והזמנים, Shehechiyanu is recited. 

● In the event of rain, one may eat indoors. There is no special requirement to recite 

Kiddush or eat bread in the sukkah when it is raining. 

● Birkas HaMazon should include the insertions for Shabbos and Shemini Atzeres. 

● If Ma’ariv was recited before 6:51 pm, Kerias Sh’ma should be repeated after nightfall. 

Daytime 

● Minyanim will take place at their regularly scheduled times. 

● Birchos Kerias Sh’ma for Shabbos ( הכל יודוך). Shema should be recited by 9:51 am. 

● Shacharis Amidah for Yom Tov with the proper insertions for Shabbos and Shemini 

Atzeres. 

● Full Hallel is recited. 

● Koheles is traditionally recited with the tzibur at this point — The custom to read 

Koheles was instituted only for a tzibur. Nonetheless, one may read it without a tzibur. 

One should be conscious of the fact that such a reading would not constitute a 

fulfillment of the original minhag.   

● The Torah reading for Shemini Atzeres is Devarim 14:22-16:17, the maftir is Bamidbar 

29:35-30:1 and the haftarah is from Melachim I 8:54–9:1. 

● Yizkor can be recited without a minyan. One should make sure to pledge money to 

tzedakah before reciting Yizkor. 

● At Mussaf of Shemini Atzeres we begin reciting משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם. While not 

required, an individual davening at home may recite Tefillas Geshem. However, the 

switch to משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם does not take effect until the congregation recites 

Tefillas Geshem. Therefore, an individual davening at home should wait to recite Mussaf 
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until at least one of the minyanim in the community has reached Mussaf (which as it 

approximately 9:00 am). At that point, this individual should recite   משיב הרוח ומוריד

 .during the Mussaf Amidah הגשם

● Mussaf Amidah for Yom Tov with proper insertions for Shabbos and Shemini Atzeres. 

● Mincha Amidah for Yom Tov with the proper insertions for Shabbos and Shemini 

Atzeres. Mincha in shul will take place at 5:55 pm and should be recited before shekiyah 

(sunset) which is at 6:21 pm. 

● Seudah Shlishis should ideally be eaten before 5:12 pm and preferably after reciting 

Mincha. If one did not do so, one may eat seudah shlishis until sunset. 

● Preparations for the second day may not begin until nightfall (7:03 pm). 

Simchas Torah (Second Day of Shemini Atzeres) 

Saturday Night 

● Candle lighting must be performed after nightfall. 

● Ma’ariv should be recited after nightfall. Hakafos will begin in shul at 7:01 pm. 

○ During hakafos, people should sing softly from their seats as the Torah is carried 

around seven times. 

● Ma’ariv for Yom Tov with insertions for Shemini Atzeres includes  ותודיענו. 

● We do not eat in the Sukkah on Simchas Torah. 

● Kiddush for Yom Tov includes Meorei Ha’Eish, Havdalah and Shehechiyanu ( יקנה"ז). 

● Birkas HaMazon should include the insertions for Shemini Atzeres. 

Daytime 

● Shacharis in shul will take place at 8:30 am. 

● Birchos Kerias Sh’ma for weekday ( המאיר לארץ). Shema should be recited by 9:52 am. 

● Shacharis Amidah for Yom Tov with proper insertions for Shemini Atzeres. 

● Full Hallel is recited. 

● On Simchas Torah, we complete the Torah by reading V’Zos HaBeracha. We then begin 

the new cycle with Bereishis 1:1-2:3, the maftir is Bamidbar 29:35-30:1 and the haftarah is 

Yehoshua 1:1-1:18. 

● Please note that in shul, we are not planning to have leining stations for each individual 
to have an aliyah, in order to maintain a quick pace to davening. 

● Mussaf Amidah for Yom Tov with proper insertions for Shemini Atzeres. 

● Mincha Amidah for Yom Tov with proper insertions for Shemini Atzeres. Mincha at shul 

will take place at 6:00 pm. Mincha should be completed before sunset, which is at 6:20 

pm. 

Motzaei Yom Tov 

● Yom Tov concludes at nightfall (7:01 pm). 

● Weekday Amidah for Ma’ariv including Atah Chonantanu. 

● Havdalah consists of two berachos: HaGafen and HaMavdil (no besamim or eish).  

  



6 

 

Halachos Related to the Sukkah 

• The purpose of sitting in the sukkah is explicit in the Torah: “You shall live in booths 
seven days; all citizens in Israel shall live in booths, in order that future generations may 
know that I caused the Israelite people live in booths when I brought them out of the 
land of Egypt, I the LORD your God” (Vayikra 23:43). Hashem provided us shelter as our 
ancestors wandered in the desert. In celebrating Sukkot, we acknowledge Hashem’s 
providence in history, and this is yet another facet of recognizing Hashem’s power and 
kindness in the process of redemption. 

o When eating in the sukkah, one should have in mind both the clouds of glory 
( הכבודענני  ) that provided protection in our ancestors’ journey and the actual 
sukkot ( סוכות ממש) that our ancestors dwelled in.  

• There are four categories of obligation regarding the sukkah: activities that are 
obligatory, activities that constitute the fulfillment of a mitzvah, activities that are 
optional, and activities that are forbidden. 

o The mitzvah of sukkah is to dwell in it like one would their own home –  תשבו

 Things that one essentially does in their own home must be done in .כעין תדורו

the sukkah: namely, eating and sleeping. 

▪ Generally speaking, men are obligated to eat any food that would require 

the bracha of hamotzi or mezonos inside the sukkah. 

▪ If one is eating a full meal, even if it does not include mezonot, it should 

still be eaten in the sukkah. 

▪ Some are machmir not to drink wine outside the sukkah. 

▪ When eating items of hamotzi or mezonos, one makes the beracha   אשר

 ,Sefardim only say the beracha on bread .קדשנו במצותיו וצונו לישב בסוכה

unless they are eating enough to constitute a meal. 

▪ When making the berachot, one makes the beracha on the food first and 

then on sukkah. 

▪ If one forgets to say leisheiv basukkah, one can say it at any point while in 

the sukkah. 

o Things that one does both at home or outside the home, when done in the 

sukkah, constitute the fulfillment of the mitzvah. These include any other forms 

of eating and drinking (some don’t even drink water outside the sukkah), 

learning Torah, reading a book, and talking to friends (at an appropriate 

distance!). It is acceptable to do these activities outside the sukkah, but it is 

praiseworthy to do them inside. 

o Davening and shiurim are often done outside the sukkah and therefore we do not 

attempt to do them inside the sukkah necessarily. 

o Things that are disgraceful to the sukkah may not be done in the sukkah. In 

Peninei Halacha, common examples given are washing dishes or changing 

diapers. Likewise, one should not leave dirty dishes in the sukkah. 
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• Exemptions from the sukkah: 

o Women are exempt from eating in the sukkah. However, when accessible, 

women are highly encouraged to participate in the mitzvah. Ashkenazi women 

can still make the bracha “leisheiv basukah.” 

o If one is meaningfully uncomfortable/distressed by eating the sukkah and would 

be more comfortable in their home environment, one does not need to be in the 

sukkah. 

▪ With that said, eating in the sukkah itself is unusual. If it were to be 

reasonably too cold to eat, that would be a reason to eat inside. However, 

even if it is a little chilly, it is good to still eat in the sukkah, even if it 

means eating with a coat on. 

▪ Likewise, a couple of rain drops might not send someone out of the 

sukkah. However, if it is raining beyond a small drizzle, one does not eat 

in the sukkah. 

▪ There is subjectivity in what defines one’s “discomfort.” What exempts 

one person may not exempt a different individual, based on one’s own 

sensibilities. 

▪ One who is concerned from a COVID perspective about being in a 

communal sukkah and does not have access to another sukkah does not 

need to eat in there. 

o One who is sick, and those who are assisting, does not need to eat in a sukkah. 

▪ Anyone who is exposed to COVID or has symptoms should stay home, 

even if it means foregoing eating in the sukkah. In that circumstances, one 

may eat regularly. 

• First two nights of sukkot: 

o While one could avoid eating bread and eat outside of the sukkah on Chol 

Hamoed, it is a mitzvah to eat challah inside the sukkah on the first two nights of 

Sukkot. 

o While rain ordinarily exempts one from the sukkah, this does not apply the first 

two nights. Therefore: 

▪ If eating at a home sukkah, one should ideally wait a few minutes for the 

rain to pass. If it does not pass, one should make kiddush and eat an 

olive’s worth of challah in the sukkah without the bracha of leisheiv. Once 

it stops raining, one should eat an olive’s worth of challah in the sukkah 

with the bracha of leisheiv. The rest of the meal can be eaten indoors. 

▪ If eating in the communal sukkah and it is raining during your, one recites 

Kiddush without Leishev and then eats a k’zayis of bread in the sukkah. 

The rest of the meal continues in the house. 

• If one has an opportunity to eat in the sukkah after the rain stops 

before the shift in the sukkah expires, even if it is after Birkas 

HaMazon, one should return to the sukkah, recite Leishev 

BaSukkah and eat a k’beitzah of bread.   
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Halachos Related to Arba Minim 

● There are a number of significant ideas behind the four species. First and foremost, as 

B’nei Yisrael were once an agricultural society, and thus one’s main tefillos were focused 

on the success of the agricultural seasons. Thus, it is fitting to take items that grow from 

nature together and present them before Hashem as a token of gratitude for sustenance. 

Additionally, binding different species together shows the diversity of Klal Yisrael bound 

together. All are necessary – each is indispensable! The esrog symbolizes those who are 

Torah scholars and act in benevolent ways; the lulav symbolizes those who are Torah 

scholars but do not perform many benevolent acts; the hadas symbolizes those who 

perform many benevolent acts but are not Torah scholars; the aravos symbolize those 

who are neither Torah scholars nor perform benevolent acts. But the key is all are part of 

Klal Yisrael and should be present in our communities. Similarly, while society often 

puts Torah scholars on a pedestal, and thus the lulav may be higher, the common 

individual is integral to Klal Yisrael. Finally, the fact that the species are referred to as 

“the lulav” shows the straightness and simplicity of Torah. There is one Torah, even if 

there are different minhagim and different expressions of it. 

● Timing: 

○ The mitzvah to shake lulav applies at day and not at night. One ideally should 

wait until sunrise to fulfill the mitzvah. 

○ One should not eat before performing the mitzvah. 

○ We do not shake lulav on Shabbos. 

● Women are exempt from shaking the lulav but may choose to do so. Ashkenazi women 

make the beracha in that case. 

● If one does not have their own lulav, one may borrow from someone else. However, one 
MUST sanitize their hands before and after. Gloves cannot be used because they 
interfere with the mitzvah. 

○ One should ask before borrowing. Especially this year, people may not want 

others touching their items. 

○ In other years, one could use another person’s lulav if they are not present 

without asking, as long as it remains in the same place and the person to whom it 

belongs would not mind. If that person is present, it is always best to ask before 

using. 

● There are four species: the lulav (palm tree branches), etrog (citron), three hadasim 

(myrtle), and two aravos (willow). 

○ All four species are essential to fulfilling the mitzvah. They should be held 

together. It is best to bind the lulav, hadasim, and aravos together. 

○ Hadasim should go on the right of the lulav. Aravos should go on the left. 

○ Hadasim should be higher than the aravos. The lulav should be one handbreadth 

higher than the hadasim. 
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● Procedure: 

○ Before reciting the beracha, the esrog is held upside down in the left hand. The 

lulav, hadasim and aravos are held in the right hand (left-handed people might 

hold the lulav in the left hand). The beracha (or berachos) is recited and then the 

esrog is turned to the upright position. One then shakes the lulav. 

○ On Sunday, one makes both שהחיינו  & על נטילת לולב. One may make שהחיינו 

whenever they shake it for the 1st time this year. All other days, שהחיינו is omitted. 

○ One should stand while making the beracha. 

○ Ashkenazi practice for shaking the lulav is as follows: one faces east and moves 

the four species back and forth three times, preferably while shaking the leaves. 

One then repeats this (in a clockwise direction) shaking three times towards the 

south, west, north, up and down. 

■ Some ideas behind shaking in different directions: 

■ We shake in all four directions to demonstrate all of those directions are 

Hashem’s domain; the same is true when shaking up and down, that the 

heavens and earth are also Hashem’s domain. 

■ We shake in four directions to daven for bad winds; up and down out of 

hopes for good rain. 

■ After achieving forgiveness on Yom Kippur, we shake in all directions as a 

way of demonstrating our victory and renewed closeness with Hashem. 

● The species should not be used for any purpose outside a mitzvah. However, an esrog can 

be smelled during this time. If not during the time being used for the mitzvah, one should 

make the bracha “הנותן ריח טוב בפירות.” 

● Particularly with the four species, we emphasize the idea of hiddur mitzvah, beautifying 

a mitzvah. It is good to purchase (within reason) a beautiful set of species. The other 

implication of this is that the species should have their natural appearance. It is ideal to 

ensure that the hadasim and aravos do not dry out. It may be good to replace them once 

or twice during the week. 

○ If the lulav becomes severely bent, it is likely invalid. 

○ If the majority of the leaves on hadasim or aravos fall off, they must be replaced. 

○ The general guideline is that if the species change significantly in their 

appearance, they become invalid. 

○ While people often refer to the top of the esrog as the “pitam,” the pitam refers to 

the whole stem, including what is inside the esrog. The brown part on top is 

called the “shoshanta.” If the entire stem, including that which is inside, were to 

be removed from the esrog, it would be invalid. However, if the shoshanta falls 

off, it is still a kosher esrog if one does not have an alternative, especially if part of 

it is still intact. 

○ There are many other guidelines for what might invalidate the four species, but 

these are the most common ones. Please speak with Rabbi Kerbel if you have any 

questions. 
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This Season, We Must Rejoice! 

The definition of a “simcha” has demonstrably changed over the last six months from what many 
of us are used to. When throwing a simcha, people often stretch their means in order to be able 
to have lots of people with them. The myriad of “mazal tovs” we receive feel great! The energy of 
a room of so many lighthearted individuals imprints memories. I still remember our own 
wedding when the dance floors were bouncing as friends and family celebrated our simcha. 
Perhaps the floors were too flimsy for comfort, but that’s beside the point – I don’t forget that 
feeling of the palpable elation our guests had for us. While some might prefer to invite closest 
friends and relatives, other extend invitations to a wide range of contacts who appreciate the 
moment of simcha. But over the last six months, I can think of several simchas within our own 
shul that were curtailed due to the necessary constraints on social gatherings. Events that 
should have had upwards of 200 people were restricted to a selective group. Where is the 
simcha? 

Sukkot, in the Torah, is the paradigmatic holiday of joy. The song that we sing on all Yamim 
Tovim, “V’samachta b’chagecha,” is composed of words taken from the section in the Torah that 
discusses Sukkos. Sukkos is Zman Simchaseinu, as we say in kiddush. What is the Torah telling 
us here? Ibn Ezra informs us that it is a mitzvah to rejoice on Sukkot. Halachically speaking, we 
hold this to be true. There is a mitzvah of Simchat Yom Tov – there are very practical things we 
can and should do to make our Yom Tov one that is full of gladness. Rashi, however tells us, that 
according to the simple interpretation of the text, it is a promise – Hashem will give us 
happiness on Yom Tov, if we extend it to others who need it. Not only will we have happiness, 
but Seforno tells us that this joy will be pure joy alone, without any mixture of sadness. 

What to make of joy, though, this year? When it is difficult to have guests or be guests in others’ 
sukkot? When we are not having our usual catered meals in the sukkah? When the streets of 
Brooklyn will not have their usual late-night Simchas Beis Shoeiva celebrations? When Simchas 
Torah activities will be severely mitigated due to the danger involved in hakafos and the 
impracticality of giving out aliyos to all of the men? When we see cases rising here in New York 
and in Israel and there is extra anxiety in the air (and hopefully not contagious droplets)? 
Where is the simcha? 

On the one hand, though, the mitzvah of simchas Yom Tov remains in place. We must continue 
to find joy. On the other hand, inasmuch as it is a commandment, it is also already there as 
Hashem has promised – we just need to see it. 

To understand where our simcha is, we need to understand why Sukkos in particular is the one 
that has the element of ושמחת בחגיך and is called זמן שמחתנו. Chizkuni explains: at the end of 
the harvest season, we have gathered everything from the field. It is the end of the season, and 
we are grateful for everything we have. But note that it does not say that we will rejoice if only 
we amassed a certain quantity of crops, or if it was a stellar harvest season. No matter what 
happened the last six months, between Pesach and Sukkos, we are grateful for what we have. 
We are ever happy. 

Indeed, that is a message of the Sukkah being a דירת עראי, a temporary home. While beautiful 
homes with elegant furnishing may be a source of joy, we venture out into these relatively flimsy, 
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temporary dwellings in order to internalize that happiness is not to be found in our things. 
Things can be taken from us at any moment. But when we are in the sukkah, there is one thing 
that cannot be taken from us, and that is our connection with Ribono Shel Olam. Whatever we 
have, it came from Ribono Shel Olam. And while we are in the sukkah, we always have Him. 
That is what gives us joy. 

This current situation began shortly before Pesach. Over the last six months, we may have not 
amassed the fruits of joy that have to do with large simchas, our regular vacations and trips, and 
even the regular rhythm of life as we knew and loved it. But we have amassed the fruits of 
resilience and gratitude. During this harvest season between Pesach and Sukkos, we are grateful 
for all that Hashem has given us, even if it does not feel like the same abundance as other years – 
and all of us who are here at this moment have the fruits of life itself and our connection with 
family and friends. The promise of joy Rashi describes comes as a result of taking care of giving 
joy to those in society who may not come to it as easily – whatever joy we may have, we may 
share it with others. Whether that is a phone call or an outdoor visit, the very essence of human 
connection allows us to share our joy with those around us. We may also find joy in some of the 
most basic things we have, no matter our situation is. As Rabbeinu Yonah says on Pirkei Avos, 
who his happy? One who is satisfied with their portion, meaning the ability to provide for 
myself and to learn Torah. Finally, we even have Sukkos itself. The ability to say   שהחיינו וקיימנו
 that Hashem has kept us here to this moment to celebrate another yuntif – that ,והגיענו לזמן הזה 
is a reason for joy. The plain, simple simchas yom tov is itself the source of joy.  

How can we rejoice this Sukkos? That is actually not the question. The question is, how can we 
not? Wherever we find ourselves, we have this opportunity to set aside the difficulties of life as 
we know it right now. Let us celebrate our lives, the gift of life, and the gift of a God who cares 
and loves us; and whatever joy we may have, may God give us the strength to share it with 
others as well. 

 חג שמח! 


