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The Month of Cheshvan ,  
The Holocaust and The State of Israel  

 
 
Cheshvan is the only month in the Jewish calendar without any biblical or post-biblical holidays, and other 
significant days of commemoration from ancient times. In modern times, however, with respect especially to the 
Holocaust and the rise of the State of Israel, there are highly significant occurrences throughout the years, all 
corresponded to a date in Cheshvan, and all deserve our attention. This list, while not exhaustive, is offered for 
your consideration. The primary source for this information was drawn from Abraham P. Bloch=s ADay by 
Day in Jewish History.@ 
 
 
5 Cheshvan 

Yahrzeit of Rabbi Tzvi Hirsch Kalischer (October 18, 1874) a towering talmid chacham who was 
among the very first of the precursors of modern Zionism. He was a moving spirit behind the pioneering 
Chovevei Zion movement who halachically proposed to his eminent rebbis R. Akiva Eiger and R. 
Yaakov of Lisa, the reinstitution of at least korban Pesach in his times.   (see below 18 Cheshvan). 

 
11 Cheshvan 

Traditional day of observance of the Yahrzeit of our Mother Rachel who for millennia has yearned for 
her children to return home. 

  
11 Cheshvan  

The Nurenberg War Trials are opened on October 18, 1945 
 
12 Cheshvan 

The U.N. Social, Humanitarian and Political Committee passed a resolution on October 17, 1975 calling 
on the General Assembly to determine that AZionism is a form of racism and racial discrimination.@ 

  
 The Yahrzeit of Israel’s prime minister, Yitzchak Rabin, (November 4, 1995) who was assassinated 
 during a mass rally for peace in Tel Aviv. 
 
13 Cheshvan 

Anne Frank is deported on October 30, 1944 from Auschwitz to Bergen Belsen were she died five 
months later. 
 
The very last transport to Auschwitz arrives on October 30, 1944. 

 
15 Cheshvan 

The huge pogrom which came to be known as Kristallnacht (AThe Night of Crystal@) took place 
throughout Germany and Austria on the night of November 9-10, 1938. 
 
All entrances to the Warsaw Ghetto were closed by the Nazis on November 16, 1940 

 
 
 



 
 
16 Cheshvan 

The aliyah of all Yemenite Jews (AOperation Magic Carpet@) begins November 8, 1949 
 
 The sudden death of Reb Shlomo Carlebach while on a plane to Toronto (5755/1995). A pioneering 
 member of the ba’al teshuvah movement especially in the United States and Israel, his melodies and 
 stories were accompanied by his adoration of the young heroes of Israel’s Defense Forces. His musical 
 legacy continues to grow with time. 
 
17 Cheshvan 

Theodor Herzl, father of modern political Zionism, arrives in Jerusalem on November 2, 1898 to plead 
with Kaiser Wilhelm for the German Empire=s support of a Jewish State in Palestine. The Kaiser was 
visiting the Holy City at that time.  

 
The Balfour Declaration calling for a Jewish homeland in all of Palestine is issued by the British 
Government on November 2, 1917. 

 
18 Cheshvan 

Chovevei Zion, a pioneering Russian Zionist movement, precursors of Herzl’s political Zionism, was 
founded on November 6, 1884 in Kattowitz, Poland at an international convention. 

 
Yahrzeit of Rabbi Meir Kahane (HaRav Meir David ben HaRav Yechezkel Shraga haKohen) cruelly 
assassinated this day in 5751 (1991) in New York City. 

 
21 Cheshvan 

Yahrzeit of Dr Chaim Weizmann, Zionist leader instrumental in Britain issuing the Balfour Declaration 
later becomes the first president of the State of Israel.  (November 2, 1952). 

 
22 Cheshvan 

A widely circulated petition drafted by the English missionary, Lewis Way, requested that an 
independent Jewish nation be restored to the land of Israel.  It was submitted to an international 
Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle by Russia=s Czar Alexander I on November 21, 1818. 

 
24 Cheshvan 

Yahrzeit of Baron Edmond de Rothschild (November 2, 1934). He was known for his half century of 
philanthropy on behalf of the nascent Jewish community in Palestine. As a result, was granted the 
honorific title of HaNadiv HaYadu’a (AThe prominent philanthropist@). 
 

29 Cheshvan  
                        The Philadelphia Conference of Reform Rabbis holds the first Reform rabbinical convention in the 

 United States, opening on November 3, 1869. Those assembled rejected any movement for the 
 restoration of a Jewish homeland in Palestine, asserting:: AWe consider ourselves no longer a nation but 
 a religious community, and therefore expect neither a return to Palestine...nor the restoration of any of 
 the laws concerning a Jewish state....@  By 1937, with the rise of the Nazi Party in Germany, this 
 position was substantially modified. 

 
 
 

 
 


