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YOUNG ISRAEL URGES CONGRESS TO ENACT A SIX-MONTH TRIGGER 

MECHANISM IN PENDING SANCTION LEGISLATION 

  

The National Council of Young Israel today made the following statement following the 

announcement that an interim agreement has been reached with Iran concerning its nuclear 

capabilities: 

  

Recent history has demonstrated the Iranian regime's desire to exploit diplomacy in furtherance 

of its unambiguous desire to destroy Israel, strengthen its military, and fortify its terrorist 

ambitions. The hate-filled comments made last week by Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 

Khamenei, in which he callously referred to Israel as a "rabid dog," a "threat to the world," and a 

"fake regime," expose Iran's true feelings to the world and cast serious doubt on its desire to truly 

put a halt to its ongoing quest to acquire nuclear weapons. We were deeply troubled by the lack 

of significant outcry from the world after those dangerous and divisive comments were made. 

  

We all share the same goal that Iran does not obtain a nuclear weapon. Our concern is that this 

agreement will not prevent such an occurrence. Further, we are concerned by the 

Administration's comments about the danger of further sanctions and the negative consequences 

of a military strike. Such statements can only make Iran think that the U.S. has no potentially 

successful alternative strategy if Iran fails to comply with this agreement. We believe that only 

by keeping up the pressure on Iran through the threat of stronger sanctions and possible military 

action and the public belief that such actions would be successful will Iran finally have no choice 

but to forego its pursuit of a nuclear weapon. 

  

Therefore, the National Council of Young Israel urges the United States Senate to enact 

enhanced sanctions that include an automatic trigger. The trigger would be either by a violation 

of this agreement by Iran, including if they continue to enrich uranium, which Secretary Kerry 

says would be a violation of the agreement, or to occur in six months if no final agreement to end 

Iran's pursuit of a nuclear weapon is achieved. 

  

For the past 100 years, the National Council of Young Israel has ably served the broader Jewish 

community. With more than 25,000 member families and nearly 200 branch synagogues 

throughout the United States, Canada, and Israel, the National Council of Young Israel is a 

multi-faceted organization that embraces Jewish communal needs and often takes a leading role 

in tackling the important issues that face the Jewish community in North America and Israel. 
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