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YOUNG ISRAEL: MURDERERS AND TERRORISTS ARE NOT HEROES 

  

The National Council of Young Israel today issued the following statement regarding the release 

by Israel of 26 Palestinian prisoners who were serving prison sentences in Israeli jails for 

heinous crimes, including the brutal murder of Israeli soldiers and civilians. This was the third 

round of prisoners freed by Israel as part of an agreement with the United States relating to 

restarting peace talks with the Palestinian Authority. Pursuant to the agreement, a total of 104 

Palestinian prisoners are to be released. Following the release of the 26 terrorists, Palestinian 

Authority President Mahmoud Abbas referred to them as "heroes," and they were given a heroes' 

welcome upon their return to Ramallah and Gaza. 

  

"We strongly condemn President Mahmoud Abbas and the Palestinian Authority for honoring 

the murderers released by Israel as heroes. Terrorists who have the blood of innocent Israelis on 

their hands and who take great pride in perpetrating atrocious acts of terror should be reviled, not 

revered. We are shocked and saddened by the silence of the international community as these 

murderers are openly embraced by the Palestinian Authority and its leadership. We will not be 

silent in the wake of such disturbing behavior and urge the rest of the world to join us in our 

condemnation of the Palestinian Authority's sickening endorsement and celebration of murder 

and martyrdom. 

  

Sanctioning terrorism, condoning incitement, and teaching a visceral hatred of Israel in their 

schools are certainly not going to lead to peace. Until such time as the leadership of the 

Palestinian Authority, as well as those that the authority claims to represent, fundamentally 

change their approach to Israel and acknowledge Israel's right to exist and its status as a Jewish 

State, peace in the Middle East region will continue to be unattainable. While Israel has taken 

substantive, albeit painful, steps in an effort to achieve peace, the Palestinian Authority has 

displayed a callous indifference to the peace process and a clear disinterest in reaching any sort 

of peaceful solution with its Israeli neighbors." 

  

For the past 100 years, the National Council of Young Israel has ably served the broader Jewish 

community. With more than 25,000 member families and nearly 200 branch synagogues 

throughout the United States, Canada, and Israel, the National Council of Young Israel is a 

multi-faceted organization that embraces Jewish communal needs and often takes a leading role 

in tackling the important issues that face the Jewish community in North America and Israel. 
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