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YOUNG ISRAEL CALLS FOR SENIOR HAMAS OFFICIAL TO BE INDICTED FOR THE 

MURDER OF AN AMERICAN CITIZEN 

  

The National Council of Young Israel (NCYI) today called for the indictment of Salah Al-Aruri, 

a senior Hamas official, for the murder of 16-year-old Naftali Fraenkel. Fraenkel, who held dual 

United States-Israeli citizenship, as well as 19-year-old Eyal Yifrach and 16-year-old Gilad 

Shaar, were kidnapped on June 12, 2014 and brutally murdered by terrorists in a senseless act of 

violence. 

  

Al-Aruri, who is currently living in Turkey, recently issued an admission that Hamas was 

responsible for the abduction and subsequent murder of the three teens. In a meeting in Istanbul 

last week, Al-Aruri proudly noted the “heroic action of the Kassam Brigades who kidnapped 

three settlers in Hebron.” 

  

“In light of the bold admission by Hamas leader Salah Al-Aruri that his terrorist organization is 

to blame for the murder of three teenagers in Israel, one of whom is an American citizen, the 

U.S. Department of Justice should take the necessary steps to indict Al-Aruri for the murder of 

Naftali Fraenkel,” said NCYI President Farley Weiss. “The United States must do everything in 

its power to bring the individuals responsible for the brutal murder of an American citizen to 

justice and ensure that they answer for the heinous crime that they have committed.” 

  

For the past 102 years, the National Council of Young Israel has ably served the broader Jewish 

community. With more than 25,000 member families and nearly 200 branch synagogues 

throughout the United States, Canada, and Israel, the National Council of Young Israel is a 

multi-faceted organization that embraces Jewish communal needs and often takes a leading role 

in tackling the important issues that face the Jewish community in North America and Israel. 
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