
SHOFTIM REVIEW 
 

 

Parshat Shoftim speaks about fundamental issues regarding the leadership of the Jewish 

people. It starts with talking about judges, then speaks about the rules for the kings, prophets, and 

kohanim. 

Moshe tells Bnei Yisrael to assign judges and law enforcement officers in every city. Whenever 

a crime is being investigated, a minimum of two witnesses is required in order to convict or punish. 

These judges must always judge fairly and without any bias. We are also commanded to follow the 

rulings of the Sanhedrin and the oral law. Moshe also tells Bnei Yisrael to appoint a king after they 

enter Israel. The king must write two Sifrei Torah for himself- one of which should remain with him at 

all times in order to remind himself to stay humble and follow Hashem’s rules. 

Shoftim talks about the prohibitions against idolatry and sorcery and explanations on the 

creation of arei miklat, “cities of refuge”, for when someone kills accidentally. Shoftim also speaks 

about the rules of war: the exemption from battle for someone who just built a home, planted a 

vineyard, got married, or is “afraid and soft-hearted”; the requirement to offer terms of peace before 

attacking a city; and the prohibition against excessive destruction of something of value, 

demonstrated by the law that forbids to cut down a fruit tree when attacking a city. 

The Parshah ends with the law of the eglah arufah—the special procedure to be followed when 

a person is killed by an unknown murderer and his body is found in a field. Five judges are sent to the 

murder scene on the orders of the Sanhedrin. They measure the distance between the body and all 

surrounding cities to see which city is closest. Once this is determined, they make sure that the body is 

buried. 
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LEADER TIP:  Moshe assigns judges and laws 

to Bnei Yisrael. Together, you can come up with a 

list of rules and laws for your group! 



 

 

 
Questions 
1. How must all judges judge? 
2. What does bribery do to a person? 
3. How should we view the king? 
4. How can we know if someone is a false prophet? 
5. What must one do if he killed someone accidentally? 
6. What is needed in order to convict someone of a crime? 
7. What are Edim Zomemim?  
8. What is their special punishment? 
9. What is the ceremony of Eglah Erufah? 
10. When is this done and from where do we take this calf? 
 
Answers 
 
1. Honestly, without taking any types of brides. 
2. Blinds him 
3. He should be a role model for us, and help us to better appreciate the “King of all 
Kings”-HaShem. 
4. 
a. If he says something will happen and it does not 
b. If he tells us not to follow one of the Mitzvoth of the Torah 
5. Run to one of the Arei Miklat (cities of refuge) 
6. Two witnesses 
7. Witnesses who try to frame someone for a crime. (They claim that a person did a 
certain crime in a certain place at a certain time. However, they could not possibly 
know if the crime happened since they were somewhere else at that time). 
8. They receive whatever punishment they intended for the other person. 
9. A calf is taken to an unplowed area and its neck is broken 
10. 
a. When a dead body is found and nobody knows who killed that person 
b. From the city which is closest to the place that the body was found 
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PARSHA QUESTIONS 

LEADER TIP: If you do a raffle every 

week, give back everyone tickets at the 

end and give them a second chance to 

win! #recycling 



PARSHA ACTIVITY 

 GOAL:  To teach the kids about the importance of not wasting. 

 

ACTIVITY:  

Reduce. Reuse. Recycle. - Gather a TON of random items (plates, shoes, legos, dolls, bananas, 
etc.) and scatter them on the floor. Split the kids into groups and give them each several items. You 
can let them pick their own items or give them out on your own to prevent fighting. The challenge will 
be for them to find uses for all of the random things.  Announce something that each group must 
create using their items. For example, every group must make a serving utensil. Then a hat. Then a 
bus. You can even let the kids decide what they will make. It can even be their own miniature city! 
Eventually you can combine all of the groups and have them create something together. The more 
random the items, the better! 

Story Recycling- have the kids repeat a story many times but in different forms. 

Split the kids into different groups and give them eat a bag of various objects. Have them use the 
objects to make a skit for the other kids, but be sure to make them use the objects in an 
unconventional way (ie. Use a cup for a hat rather than to drink out of). Vote on the most creative 
uses of the objects. 

Etz, Pri, Perach – The kids sit in a circle, the counselor walks around the inside of that circle and 
assigns each kid a name by saying “Etz, Pri, Perach … Pri” or “Etz” or “Perach”. The counselor then 
begins to count to five. The kid must name either a fruit, a tree or a flower, depending on what you 
told them to name. If they answer within the count to five, they become the leader. A variation of this 
game is to say Recyclable, Non-recyclable and Biodegradable instead of Etz, Pri and Perach. 

Extinction Game- play dodgeball, elimination or Gaga...what does it feel like to be “extincted”? 
What does it feel when your “extincted” but are able to come back because the person who got you out 
is out? 

DISCUSSION:  The Torah commands us not to cut down fruit trees for no reason. 
This is the basis for bal tashchit, the prohibition against wasting. What does this say 
about our responsibility towards the world? What is it mean to “recycle”? How 
important is it to give meaning and appreciate every single thing, living or not, in this 
world? 
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LEADER TIP: Perfect time to start a recycling project in your shul! 



PARSHA STORY 
              

 

 

 

Before you read: We shouldn't destroy, deface, damage or waste things for no good reason. In this 

week's Parsha we see how even an army in the middle of a war, when there's destruction all around, 

should be careful not to randomly destroy fruit trees that can bring benefit to the world. The Torah 

way is not to needlessly ruin property - even our own. 

  

DAMAGE CONTROL 

Cindy, the assistant counselor, was doing her usual evening rounds when she was startled by 

some crashing sounds. She turned to see one of the campers flinging things off 'Peak's Cliff' - what the 

campers had nicknamed the sharp drop-off into the rocky ravine below the hillside campgrounds. 

"Hey, stop that!" Cindy shouted. 

The kid looked her way. 

"You're destroying camp property!" Cindy went on. 

The kid threw her head back and let out a loud, rolling laugh. "That's what you think," she said. 

"All this stuff I'm trashin' is mine." 

By now Cindy had moved closer and saw that the kid had a big pile of stuff next to her, and 

craning her head, she could see an almost just-as-big pile on the valley floor. "Okay ... even if it is 

yours, why are just ruining all that stuff?" 

"It's fun to watch it smash - see?" the kid giggled as she flung a couple of CD disks like Frisbees 

into the stony chasm below. 

"But don't you need your things?" Cindy asked, alarmed. 

"Nah!" the kid laughed. "Camp's over in just two more days and I don't feel like lugging all my 

stuff home with me - besides, I've got newer, better stuff back at home," she said, swinging her hair 

dryer by the cord like a cowboy's lasso and letting it fly with a whoop. 

"Stop ... you can't do that!" Cindy cried out. 

"Why not? Like I said ... the stuff is mine." The kid snapped her bubblegum for emphasis. 

"Even so, who says you can pollute like that? Besides, there are a lot of better things to do with 

things you don't want." 

"Like what?" the girl asked as she shot a pair of swimming goggles by their rubber head-strap like 

a slingshot out and over the rocks. Then she grabbed a few more CD disks and, without looking at 

them, began to swing them back and forth like a discus thrower winding up. 



"Well ... like give the stuff away to people who could use it," Cindy said. "I know that camp down 

the road for underprivileged kids would gladly take most of your stuff - I'll even bring it there myself if 

you want me to." 

"I dunno..." 

"Or at least sell it or something, but just to waste and destroy perfectly good property is, like 

wrong, you know?" 

"Mmm ... maybe," the girl said, for the first time looking like she was taking Cindy seriously. "I 

guess you can try to give away the rest of this stuff to those needy kids if you want. But first," she 

winked, "I'm just going to give these disks and a couple of other stuff a final fling." 

"But why?" Cindy asked. 

"Just 'cuz," the kid said. "Besides, who would even want these?" she held the disks up to her face, 

and blanched. "O'm'gosh! I can't believe I almost did that. These are all my original software discs - I 

must have taken them by mistake. If I threw these out, my dad would ... oh, boy! Y'know what? I 

am done trashing things - you're right, it's dumb - you need some help carting this stuff to those kids 

who could use it for something good?" 

   

Discussion Questions 

Q. How did the camper feel at first about destroying her things? 

A. She didn't feel like there was anything wrong with it. 

Q. How did she feel in the end? 

A. She felt that wasting things that people could use was wrong.  
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LEADER TIP: Have you ever damaged, broke, or messed 

up something in shul? Be honest… Never too late to fix it! 



JEWISH LEADER OF 

 THE WEEK 

 

 Kalman Samuels 

 (September 7, 1951 –)  

    Kalman Samuels, born Kerry, is the Founder of 

SHALVA, the Israel Association for Care and Inclusion of Persons 

with Disabilities. SHALVA provides therapy, vocational training, family support and support for 

members of the special needs community. 

Kalman was raised in a nonobservant Jewish home in Vancouver, Canada where he went to Sir 

Winston Churchill High School. When he graduated in 1969 he was given academic and basketball 

scholarships to the University of British Columbia. After his first year studying philosophy he traveled 

Europe with plans to take a semester in France. However his mother requested that he stop in Israel 

to visit relatives, as he had never visited Israel before. Blown away with Jewish culture and heritage, 

he cancelled his trip to France, stayed in Israel and enrolled in several Yeshivot, and in 1977 he 

received semicha and became a rabbi. 

In 1973 Kalman married Malki Klein and moved to an apartment in Jerusalem. In 1977, their 

second son, Yossi, at the time 11 months old, was injured by a faulty vaccination and was left blind, 

deaf and acutely hyperactive. After 7 years with no communication, Yossi's special education teacher, 

Shoshana Weinstock achieved an amazing break through by communicating sign language into the 

palm of his hand, teaching Yossi his first word, 'Shulchan', table.  

Because of their experiences raising Yossi, Malki and Kalman established an afternoon 

playgroup for children with special needs. Over time, the program expanded to meet the needs of a 

larger range of special needs, from birth through adulthood. Today SHALVA offers a ton of therapies 

and programs every single day that include inclusive education, social and recreational programs, and 

vocational training to hundreds of individuals with disabilities; as well as family support, respite and 

global advocacy initiatives. SHALVA helps close to 1,000 kids every single day.                

 

 

Copyright by National Council of Young Israel 2014 All Rights Reserved, No reproduction or copying of this work without permission 

of the National Council of Young Israel is permitted. Any copying of this work is a violation of U.S. Copyright law and Halacha. 

LEADER TIP: Ever visit Israel? Make sure to go 

visit Shalva! It’s an amazing place you don’t want 

to miss! 



TEFILLAH TREASURES    

                                                                                  

 
 

Every day at the end of davening we say a special paragraph connected to the day of the week. 

Each day of the week has its specific paragraph and it opens by opening with a count towards Shabbat 

(ex: Today is the first day of the Shabbos… Today is the second day of the Shabbos…Today is the third 

day of the Shabbos…on which the Levi’im would say in the Beit HaMikdash.). The reason for this is 

that we make our entire week revolve around Shabbat and connect our everyday lives to the upcoming 

Shabbat.  

 Every one of the special paragraphs for each day is connected in some way to that day of 

Creation. It gives us a daily reminder of a different part of Hashem’s awesome creative power. On 

Sunday, we say “L’Hashem ha’aretz u’meloah”, “For Hashem is the earth and its fullness,” in reference 

to the first day of creation that Hashem created the universe that only He rules over. On Monday we 

say “Gadol Hashem u’mehulal me’od”, “Great is Hashem and much praised,” for the second day of 

Creation where Hashem separated his creations (the heavens from the earth) and ruled over them 

both. On Tuesday, we say “Elokim nitzav b’dat Kel”, “Hashem stands in the Divine assembly,” for the 

third day of Creation where Hashem made the dry land visible and ready for people to live on and so 

preparing the world for His presence. On Wednesday, we say “Hashem nekamot Kel”, “Hashem is a 

G-d of punishment,” for the fourth day of Creation where He created the sun and the moon. The 

“punishment” is the one that will ultimately come to those who worshipped the sun and moon and 

any other “gods”. On Thursday, we say “Harninu l’Elokim uzeinu”, “Sing joyously to the G-d of our 

might,” for the fifth day of Creation where Hashem created the birds and the fish, whose incredible 

variety and color inspire amazing and joyful song. On Friday we say “Hashem malach geut lavesh”, 

“Hashem has reigned; He will have dressed in majesty,” for the sixth day of Creation where He 

completed his work and reigned over his creations. And finally on Shabbat we say “Mizmor shir l’yom 

Ha’Shabbat”, “A song, a psalm for the Shabbat day,” referring not to the weekly Shabbat, but to the 

World to Come, when man will finally reach the spiritual perfection we only have a preview of during 

our Shabbat every week. 
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Shir Shel Yom 

LEADER TIP: What is one thing you can do 

each day of the week in order to prepare for 

Shabbat? 



SHOFTIM REVIEW 
                                        

 

Parshat Shoftim speaks about fundamental issues regarding the leadership of the Jewish 

people. It starts with talking about judges, then speaks about the rules for the kings, prophets, and 

kohanim. 

Moshe tells Bnei Yisrael to assign judges and law enforcement officers in every city. Whenever 

a crime is being investigated, a minimum of two witnesses is required in order to convict or punish. 

These judges must always judge fairly and without any bias. We are also commanded to follow the 

rulings of the Sanhedrin and the oral law. Moshe also tells Bnei Yisrael to appoint a king after they 

enter Israel. The king must write two Sifrei Torah for himself- one of which should remain with him at 

all times in order to remind himself to stay humble and follow Hashem’s rules. 

Shoftim talks about the prohibitions against idolatry and sorcery and explanations on the 

creation of arei miklat, “cities of refuge”, for when someone kills accidentally. Shoftim also speaks 

about the rules of war: the exemption from battle for someone who just built a home, planted a 

vineyard, got married, or is “afraid and soft-hearted”; the requirement to offer terms of peace before 

attacking a city; and the prohibition against excessive destruction of something of value, 

demonstrated by the law that forbids to cut down a fruit tree when attacking a city. 

The Parshah ends with the law of the eglah arufah—the special procedure to be followed when 

a person is killed by an unknown murderer and his body is found in a field. Five judges are sent to the 

murder scene on the orders of the Sanhedrin. They measure the distance between the body and all 

surrounding cities to see which city is closest. Once this is determined, they make sure that the body is 

buried. 
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LEADER TIP:  Moshe assigns judges and laws to Bnei 

Yisrael. Together, you can come up with a list of rules and 

laws for your group! 

 



 

 

Questions 
 
1. How must all judges judge? 
2. What is a zaken mamrei? 
3. What is the punishment and why? 
4. What does bribery do to a person? 
5. What are some of the special mitzvoth of a king? 
6. How should we view the king? 
7. How can we know if someone is a false prophet? 
8. What are some practices of other nations that HaShem finds revolting? 
9. What must one do if he killed someone accidentally? 
10. What is needed in order to convict someone of a crime? 
11. What are Edim Zomemim? 
12. What is their special punishment? 
13. What is the ceremony of Eglah Erufah? 
14. When is this done? 
15. From where do we take this calf? 
 

Answers  
1. Honestly, without taking any types of brides. 
2. A Torah scholar who goes against the Torah. 
3. He receives the death penalty because he was a leading Rabbi and people 
followed his incorrect decisions. 
4. Blinds him 
5. He may NOT have too many wives, too many horses, too much wealth; and he 
must write a Sefer Torah for himself. 
6. He should be a role model for us, and help us to better appreciate the “King of all 
Kings”-HaShem. 
7. 
a. If he says something will happen and it does not 
b. If he tells us not to follow one of the Mitzvoth of the Torah 
8. Other nations sacrifice children, practice witchcraft and fortune telling, and 
communicate with the dead 
9. Run to one of the Arei Miklat (cities of refuge) 
10. Two witnesses 
11. Witnesses who try to frame someone for a crime. (They claim that a person did a 
certain crime in a certain place at a certain time. However, they could not possibly 
know if the crime happened since they were somewhere else at that time). 
12. They receive whatever punishment they intended for the other person. 
13. A calf is taken to an unplowed area and its neck is broken 
14. When a dead body is found and nobody knows who killed that person 
15. From the city which is closest to the place that the body was found 
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PARSHA QUESTIONS 

LEADER TIP: If you do a raffle every 

week, give back everyone tickets at the 

end and give them a second chance to 

win! #recycling 



PARSHA ACTIVITY 

 
 
 
 
 

GOAL:  To teach the kids about the importance of not wasting. 

 

ACTIVITY:  

Reduce. Reuse. Recycle. - Gather a TON of random items (plates, shoes, legos, dolls, bananas, 
etc.) and scatter them on the floor. Split the kids into groups and give them each several items. You 
can let them pick their own items or give them out on your own to prevent fighting. The challenge will 
be for them to find uses for all of the random things.  Announce something that each group must 
create using their items. For example, every group must make a serving utensil. Then a hat. Then a 
bus. You can even let the kids decide what they will make. It can even be their own miniature city! 
Eventually you can combine all of the groups and have them create something together. The more 
random the items, the better! 

Story Recycling- have the kids repeat a story many times but in different forms. 

Split the kids into different groups and give them eat a bag of various objects. Have them use the 
objects to make a skit for the other kids, but be sure to make them use the objects in an 
unconventional way (ie. Use a cup for a hat rather than to drink out of). Vote on the most creative 
uses of the objects. 

Etz, Pri, Perach – The kids sit in a circle, the counselor walks around the inside of that circle and 
assigns each kid a name by saying “Etz, Pri, Perach … Pri” or “Etz” or “Perach”. The counselor then 
begins to count to five. The kid must name either a fruit, a tree or a flower, depending on what you 
told them to name. If they answer within the count to five, they become the leader. A variation of this 
game is to say Recyclable, Non-recyclable and Biodegradable instead of Etz, Pri and Perach. 

Extinction Game- play dodgeball, elimination or Gaga...what does it feel like to be “extincted”? 
What does it feel when your “extincted” but are able to come back because the person who got you out 
is out? 

DISCUSSION:  The Torah commands us not to cut down fruit trees for no reason. 
This is the basis for bal tashchit, the prohibition against wasting. What does this say 
about our responsibility towards the world? What is it mean to “recycle”? How 
important is it to give meaning and appreciate every single thing, living or not, in this 
world? 
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LEADER TIP: Perfect time to start a recycling project in your shul! 



PARSHA STORY 

 

Before you read: We shouldn't destroy, deface, damage or waste things for no good reason. In this 

week's Parsha we see how even an army in the middle of a war, when there's destruction all around, 

should be careful not to randomly destroy fruit trees that can bring benefit to the world. The Torah 

way is not to needlessly ruin property - even our own. 

  

DAMAGE CONTROL 

Cindy, the assistant counselor, was doing her usual evening rounds when she was startled by 

some crashing sounds. She turned to see one of the campers flinging things off 'Peak's Cliff' - what the 

campers had nicknamed the sharp drop-off into the rocky ravine below the hillside campgrounds. 

"Hey, stop that!" Cindy shouted. 

The kid looked her way. 

"You're destroying camp property!" Cindy went on. 

The kid threw her head back and let out a loud, rolling laugh. "That's what you think," she said. 

"All this stuff I'm trashin' is mine." 

By now Cindy had moved closer and saw that the kid had a big pile of stuff next to her, and 

craning her head, she could see an almost just-as-big pile on the valley floor. "Okay ... even if it is 

yours, why are just ruining all that stuff?" 

"It's fun to watch it smash - see?" the kid giggled as she flung a couple of CD disks like Frisbees 

into the stony chasm below. 

"But don't you need your things?" Cindy asked, alarmed. 

"Nah!" the kid laughed. "Camp's over in just two more days and I don't feel like lugging all my 

stuff home with me - besides, I've got newer, better stuff back at home," she said, swinging her hair 

dryer by the cord like a cowboy's lasso and letting it fly with a whoop. 

"Stop ... you can't do that!" Cindy cried out. 

"Why not? Like I said ... the stuff is mine." The kid snapped her bubblegum for emphasis. 

"Even so, who says you can pollute like that? Besides, there are a lot of better things to do with 

things you don't want." 

"Like what?" the girl asked as she shot a pair of swimming goggles by their rubber head-strap like 

a slingshot out and over the rocks. Then she grabbed a few more CD disks and, without looking at 

them, began to swing them back and forth like a discus thrower winding up. 



"Well ... like give the stuff away to people who could use it," Cindy said. "I know that camp down 

the road for underprivileged kids would gladly take most of your stuff - I'll even bring it there myself if 

you want me to." 

"I dunno..." 

"Or at least sell it or something, but just to waste and destroy perfectly good property is, like 

wrong, you know?" 

"Mmm ... maybe," the girl said, for the first time looking like she was taking Cindy seriously. "I 

guess you can try to give away the rest of this stuff to those needy kids if you want. But first," she 

winked, "I'm just going to give these disks and a couple of other stuff a final fling." 

"But why?" Cindy asked. 

"Just 'cuz," the kid said. "Besides, who would even want these?" she held the disks up to her face, 

and blanched. "O'm'gosh! I can't believe I almost did that. These are all my original software discs - I 

must have taken them by mistake. If I threw these out, my dad would ... oh, boy! Y'know what? I 

am done trashing things - you're right, it's dumb - you need some help carting this stuff to those kids 

who could use it for something good?" 

 

Discussion Questions  

Q. What life-lesson could someone learn from this story? 

A. Destroying things for no good reason - especially things that others could benefit from - is wasteful 

and not right. 

Q. If it was the kid's own property, what was wrong with her destroying it? 

A. True, it was hers - and it wasn't as bad as if she was trashing somebody else's things - but 

destroying good, usable things, besides being bad for the environment, shows a lack of appreciation 

for the good that we have, as well as a callousness to others who could benefit from these things. 
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LEADER TIP: Have you ever damaged, broke, or messed 

up something in shul? Be honest… Never too late to fix it! 



JEWISH LEADER OF THE 

WEEK 

                                      

 

Kalman Samuels 

 (September 7, 1951 –)  

 Kalman Samuels, born Kerry, is the Founder of SHALVA, the Israel Association for Care and 

Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities. SHALVA provides therapy, vocational training, family support 

and support for members of the special needs community. 

Kalman was raised in a nonobservant Jewish home in Vancouver, Canada where he went to Sir 

Winston Churchill High School. When he graduated in 1969 he was given academic and basketball 

scholarships to the University of British Columbia. After his first year studying philosophy he traveled 

Europe with plans to take a semester in France. However his mother requested that he stop in Israel 

to visit relatives, as he had never visited Israel before. Blown away with Jewish culture and heritage, 

he cancelled his trip to France, stayed in Israel and enrolled in several Yeshivot, and in 1977 he 

received semicha and became a rabbi. 

In 1973 Kalman married Malki Klein and moved to an apartment in Jerusalem. In 1977, their 

second son, Yossi, at the time 11 months old, was injured by a faulty vaccination and was left blind, 

deaf and acutely hyperactive. After 7 years with no communication, Yossi's special education teacher, 

Shoshana Weinstock achieved an amazing break through by communicating sign language into the 

palm of his hand, teaching Yossi his first word, 'Shulchan', table.  

Because of their experiences raising Yossi, Malki and Kalman established an afternoon 

playgroup for children with special needs. Over time, the program expanded to meet the needs of a 

larger range of special needs, from birth through adulthood. Today SHALVA offers a ton of therapies 

and programs every single day that include inclusive education, social and recreational programs, and 

vocational training to hundreds of individuals with disabilities; as well as family support, respite and 

global advocacy initiatives. SHALVA helps close to 1,000 kids every single day. 
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LEADER TIP: Ever visit Israel? Make 

sure to go visit Shalva! It’s an amazing 

place you don’t want to miss! 



TEFILLAH TREASURES 
  

 

 

  

Every day at the end of davening we say a special paragraph connected to the day of the week. 

Each day of the week has its specific paragraph and it opens by opening with a count towards Shabbat 

(ex: Today is the first day of the Shabbos… Today is the second day of the Shabbos…Today is the third 

day of the Shabbos…on which the Levi’im would say in the Beit HaMikdash.). The reason for this is 

that we make our entire week revolve around Shabbat and connect our everyday lives to the upcoming 

Shabbat.  

 Every one of the special paragraphs for each day is connected in some way to that day of 

Creation. It gives us a daily reminder of a different part of Hashem’s awesome creative power. On 

Sunday, we say “L’Hashem ha’aretz u’meloah”, “For Hashem is the earth and its fullness,” in reference 

to the first day of creation that Hashem created the universe that only He rules over. On Monday we 

say “Gadol Hashem u’mehulal me’od”, “Great is Hashem and much praised,” for the second day of 

Creation where Hashem separated his creations (the heavens from the earth) and ruled over them 

both. On Tuesday, we say “Elokim nitzav b’dat Kel”, “Hashem stands in the Divine assembly,” for the 

third day of Creation where Hashem made the dry land visible and ready for people to live on and so 

preparing the world for His presence. On Wednesday, we say “Hashem nekamot Kel”, “Hashem is a 

G-d of punishment,” for the fourth day of Creation where He created the sun and the moon. The 

“punishment” is the one that will ultimately come to those who worshipped the sun and moon and 

any other “gods”. On Thursday, we say “Harninu l’Elokim uzeinu”, “Sing joyously to the G-d of our 

might,” for the fifth day of Creation where Hashem created the birds and the fish, whose incredible 

variety and color inspire amazing and joyful song. On Friday we say “Hashem malach geut lavesh”, 

“Hashem has reigned; He will have dressed in majesty,” for the sixth day of Creation where He 

completed his work and reigned over his creations. And finally on Shabbat we say “Mizmor shir l’yom 

Ha’Shabbat”, “A song, a psalm for the Shabbat day,” referring not to the weekly Shabbat, but to the 

World to Come, when man will finally reach the spiritual perfection we only have a preview of during 

our Shabbat every week. 
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Shir Shel Yom 

LEADER TIP: What is one thing you can do each day of 

the week in order to prepare for Shabbat? 



SHOFTIM REVIEW 

 

 

 

Parshat Shoftim speaks about fundamental issues regarding the leadership of the Jewish 

people. It starts with talking about judges, then speaks about the rules for the kings, prophets, and 

kohanim. 

Moshe tells Bnei Yisrael to assign judges and law enforcement officers in every city. Whenever 

a crime is being investigated, a minimum of two witnesses is required in order to convict or punish. 

These judges must always judge fairly and without any bias. We are also commanded to follow the 

rulings of the Sanhedrin and the oral law. Moshe also tells Bnei Yisrael to appoint a king after they 

enter Israel. The king must write two Sifrei Torah for himself- one of which should remain with him at 

all times in order to remind himself to stay humble and follow Hashem’s rules. 

Shoftim talks about the prohibitions against idolatry and sorcery and explanations on the 

creation of arei miklat, “cities of refuge”, for when someone kills accidentally. Shoftim also speaks 

about the rules of war: the exemption from battle for someone who just built a home, planted a 

vineyard, got married, or is “afraid and soft-hearted”; the requirement to offer terms of peace before 

attacking a city; and the prohibition against excessive destruction of something of value, 

demonstrated by the law that forbids to cut down a fruit tree when attacking a city. 

The Parshah ends with the law of the eglah arufah—the special procedure to be followed when 

a person is killed by an unknown murderer and his body is found in a field. Five judges are sent to the 

murder scene on the orders of the Sanhedrin. They measure the distance between the body and all 

surrounding cities to see which city is closest. Once this is determined, they make sure that the body is 

buried. 
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LEADER TIP:  Moshe assigns judges and laws to Bnei 

Yisrael. Together, you can come up with a list of rules and 

laws for your group! 



PARSHA QUESTIONS 
 

 

 

Questions 
 

1. How many judges were in each town? 

2. How must all judges judge? 

3. What is a zaken mamrei? 

4. What is the punishment and why? 

5. What does bribery do to a person? 

6. What is a mum and are we allowed to use an animal that has a mum for a korban? 

7. Which three mitzvoth did Bnei Yisrael have to perform when they entered Eretz 

Yisrael? 

8. What are some of the special mitzvoth of a king? 

9. How should we view the king? 

10. How can we know if someone is a false prophet? 

11. What are some practices of other nations that HaShem finds revolting? 

12. What must one do if he killed someone accidentally? 

13. How many Arei Miklat are there? 

14. What is needed in order to convict someone of a crime? 

15. What are Edim Zomemim?  

16. What is their special punishment? 

17. What sort of people could be free from going to war? 

18. What is the ceremony of Eglah Erufah? 

19. When is this done? 

20. From where do we take this calf? 

 

Answers 

1. The smaller cities had courts of three judges and the larger cities had courts of 

twenty three judges. In Yerushalayim was the great Sanhedrin of seventy one 

judges. 

2. Honestly, without taking any types of brides. 

3. A Torah scholar who goes against the Torah. 

4. He receives the death penalty because he was a leading Rabbi and people 

followed his incorrect decisions. 

5. Blinds him 

6. 

a. A blemish 

b. NO 

7. 

a. Appoint a king 

b. Destroy amalek 



c. Build the Beit Hamikdash 

8. He may NOT have too many wives, too many horses, too much wealth; and he 

must write a Sefer Torah for himself. 

9. He should be a role model for us, and help us to better appreciate the “King of all 

Kings”-HaShem. 

10. 

a. If he says something will happen and it does not 

b. If he tells us not to follow one of the Mitzvoth of the Torah 

11. Other nations sacrifice children, practice witchcraft and fortune telling, and 

communicate with the dead 

12. Run to one of the Arei Miklat (cities of refuge) 

13. Six – three in Eretz Yisrael and three in Ever Hayarden 

14. Two witnesses 

15. Witnesses who try to frame someone for a crime. (They claim that a person did a 

certain crime in a certain place at a certain time. However, they could not possibly 

know if the crime happened since they were somewhere else at that time). 

16. They receive whatever punishment they intended for the other person. 

17. 

a. Someone who built a new house and did not yet live in it 

b. Someone who planted a vineyard and did not have a chance to take fourth 

year fruits to Yerushalayim 

c. Someone who was engaged but not yet married 

d. Someone who was weak-hearted and afraid. 

18. A calf is taken to an unplowed area and its neck is broken  

19. When a dead body is found and nobody knows who killed that person 

20. From the city which is closest to the place that the body was found. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LEADER TIP: If you do a raffle every week, 

give back everyone tickets at the end and give 

them a second chance to win! #recycling 



PARSHA ACTIVITY 
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GOAL:  To teach the kids about the importance of not wasting. 

 

ACTIVITY:  

Reduce. Reuse. Recycle. - Gather a TON of random items (plates, shoes, legos, dolls, bananas, 
etc.) and scatter them on the floor. Split the kids into groups and give them each several items. You 
can let them pick their own items or give them out on your own to prevent fighting. The challenge will 
be for them to find uses for all of the random things.  Announce something that each group must 
create using their items. For example, every group must make a serving utensil. Then a hat. Then a 
bus. You can even let the kids decide what they will make. It can even be their own miniature city! 
Eventually you can combine all of the groups and have them create something together. The more 
random the items, the better! 

Story Recycling- have the kids repeat a story many times but in different forms. 

Split the kids into different groups and give them eat a bag of various objects. Have them use the 
objects to make a skit for the other kids, but be sure to make them use the objects in an 
unconventional way (ie. Use a cup for a hat rather than to drink out of). Vote on the most creative 
uses of the objects. 

Etz, Pri, Perach – The kids sit in a circle, the counselor walks around the inside of that circle and 
assigns each kid a name by saying “Etz, Pri, Perach … Pri” or “Etz” or “Perach”. The counselor then 
begins to count to five. The kid must name either a fruit, a tree or a flower, depending on what you 
told them to name. If they answer within the count to five, they become the leader. A variation of this 
game is to say Recyclable, Non-recyclable and Biodegradable instead of Etz, Pri and Perach. 

Extinction Game- play dodgeball, elimination or Gaga...what does it feel like to be “extincted”? 
What does it feel when your “extincted” but are able to come back because the person who got you out 
is out? 

DISCUSSION:  The Torah commands us not to cut down fruit trees for no reason. 
This is the basis for bal tashchit, the prohibition against wasting. What does this say 
about our responsibility towards the world? What is it mean to “recycle”? How 
important is it to give meaning and appreciate every single thing, living or not, in this 
world? 
 

 

 

LEADER TIP:  Perfect time to start a recycling project in your shul! 



PARSHA STORY 
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Before you read: We shouldn't destroy, deface, damage or waste things for no good reason. In this 

week's Parsha we see how even an army in the middle of a war, when there's destruction all around, 

should be careful not to randomly destroy fruit trees that can bring benefit to the world. The Torah 

way is not to needlessly ruin property - even our own. 

  

DAMAGE CONTROL 

Cindy, the assistant counselor, was doing her usual evening rounds when she was startled by 

some crashing sounds. She turned to see one of the campers flinging things off 'Peak's Cliff' - what the 

campers had nicknamed the sharp drop-off into the rocky ravine below the hillside campgrounds. 

"Hey, stop that!" Cindy shouted. 

The kid looked her way. 

"You're destroying camp property!" Cindy went on. 

The kid threw her head back and let out a loud, rolling laugh. "That's what you think," she said. 

"All this stuff I'm trashin' is mine." 

By now Cindy had moved closer and saw that the kid had a big pile of stuff next to her, and 

craning her head, she could see an almost just-as-big pile on the valley floor. "Okay ... even if it is 

yours, why are just ruining all that stuff?" 

"It's fun to watch it smash - see?" the kid giggled as she flung a couple of CD disks like Frisbees 

into the stony chasm below. 

"But don't you need your things?" Cindy asked, alarmed. 

"Nah!" the kid laughed. "Camp's over in just two more days and I don't feel like lugging all my 

stuff home with me - besides, I've got newer, better stuff back at home," she said, swinging her hair 

dryer by the cord like a cowboy's lasso and letting it fly with a whoop. 

"Stop ... you can't do that!" Cindy cried out. 

"Why not? Like I said ... the stuff is mine." The kid snapped her bubblegum for emphasis. 

"Even so, who says you can pollute like that? Besides, there are a lot of better things to do with 

things you don't want." 



"Like what?" the girl asked as she shot a pair of swimming goggles by their rubber head-strap like 

a slingshot out and over the rocks. Then she grabbed a few more CD disks and, without looking at 

them, began to swing them back and forth like a discus thrower winding up. 

"Well ... like give the stuff away to people who could use it," Cindy said. "I know that camp down 

the road for underprivileged kids would gladly take most of your stuff - I'll even bring it there myself if 

you want me to." 

"I dunno..." 

"Or at least sell it or something, but just to waste and destroy perfectly good property is, like 

wrong, you know?" 

"Mmm ... maybe," the girl said, for the first time looking like she was taking Cindy seriously. "I 

guess you can try to give away the rest of this stuff to those needy kids if you want. But first," she 

winked, "I'm just going to give these disks and a couple of other stuff a final fling." 

"But why?" Cindy asked. 

"Just 'cuz," the kid said. "Besides, who would even want these?" she held the disks up to her face, 

and blanched. "O'm'gosh! I can't believe I almost did that. These are all my original software discs - I 

must have taken them by mistake. If I threw these out, my dad would ... oh, boy! Y'know what? I 

am done trashing things - you're right, it's dumb - you need some help carting this stuff to those kids 

who could use it for something good?" 

 

Discussion Questions: 

Q. Is it okay to 'lightly' vandalize public property, i.e. spraying graffiti, etc.? 

A. Even though it is something many people take lightly - it's still not ethical. Public property is for the 

benefit of all, and no one person has the right to deface it. 

Q. Do you think a person has the right to harm or destroy his or her own body? Why or why not? 

A. Our bodies are our own - and they're not. Our bodies are a gift from God, who gave them to us 'on 

loan' to house our souls and to have the chance to spiritually grow from the experience of physical life. 

Like any 'property on loan' we have to take good care of our bodies and certainly have no more right 

to harm or destroy our own body than that of anybody else. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

LEADER TIP: Have you ever damaged, broke, or messed up 

something in shul? Be honest… Never too late to fix it! 

 



JEWISH LEADER OF THE 

WEEK 
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Kalman Samuels 

 (September 7, 1951 –)  

 

Kalman Samuels, born Kerry, is the Founder of SHALVA, the 

Israel Association for Care and Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities. SHALVA provides therapy, 

vocational training, family support and support for members of the special needs community. 

Kalman was raised in a nonobservant Jewish home in Vancouver, Canada where he went to Sir 

Winston Churchill High School. When he graduated in 1969 he was given academic and basketball 

scholarships to the University of British Columbia. After his first year studying philosophy he traveled 

Europe with plans to take a semester in France. However his mother requested that he stop in Israel 

to visit relatives, as he had never visited Israel before. Blown away with Jewish culture and heritage, 

he cancelled his trip to France, stayed in Israel and enrolled in several Yeshivot, and in 1977 he 

received semicha and became a rabbi. 

In 1973 Kalman married Malki Klein and moved to an apartment in Jerusalem. In 1977, their 

second son, Yossi, at the time 11 months old, was injured by a faulty vaccination and was left blind, 

deaf and acutely hyperactive. After 7 years with no communication, Yossi's special education teacher, 

Shoshana Weinstock achieved an amazing break through by communicating sign language into the 

palm of his hand, teaching Yossi his first word, 'Shulchan', table.  

Because of their experiences raising Yossi, Malki and Kalman established an afternoon 

playgroup for children with special needs. Over time, the program expanded to meet the needs of a 

larger range of special needs, from birth through adulthood. Today SHALVA offers a ton of therapies 

and programs every single day that include inclusive education, social and recreational programs, and 

vocational training to hundreds of individuals with disabilities; as well as family support, respite and 

global advocacy initiatives. SHALVA helps close to 1,000 kids every single day. 

 

 

LEADER TIP:  

LEADER TIP: Ever visit Israel? Make sure to go visit 

Shalva! It’s an amazing place you don’t want to miss! 



TEFILLAH TREASURES 
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 Every day at the end of davening we say a special paragraph connected to the day of the week. 

Each day of the week has its specific paragraph and it opens by opening with a count towards Shabbat 

(ex: Today is the first day of the Shabbos… Today is the second day of the Shabbos…Today is the third 

day of the Shabbos…on which the Levi’im would say in the Beit HaMikdash.). The reason for this is 

that we make our entire week revolve around Shabbat and connect our everyday lives to the upcoming 

Shabbat.  

 Every one of the special paragraphs for each day is connected in some way to that day of 

Creation. It gives us a daily reminder of a different part of Hashem’s awesome creative power. On 

Sunday, we say “L’Hashem ha’aretz u’meloah”, “For Hashem is the earth and its fullness,” in reference 

to the first day of creation that Hashem created the universe that only He rules over. On Monday we 

say “Gadol Hashem u’mehulal me’od”, “Great is Hashem and much praised,” for the second day of 

Creation where Hashem separated his creations (the heavens from the earth) and ruled over them 

both. On Tuesday, we say “Elokim nitzav b’dat Kel”, “Hashem stands in the Divine assembly,” for the 

third day of Creation where Hashem made the dry land visible and ready for people to live on and so 

preparing the world for His presence. On Wednesday, we say “Hashem nekamot Kel”, “Hashem is a 

G-d of punishment,” for the fourth day of Creation where He created the sun and the moon. The 

“punishment” is the one that will ultimately come to those who worshipped the sun and moon and 

any other “gods”. On Thursday, we say “Harninu l’Elokim uzeinu”, “Sing joyously to the G-d of our 

might,” for the fifth day of Creation where Hashem created the birds and the fish, whose incredible 

variety and color inspire amazing and joyful song. On Friday we say “Hashem malach geut lavesh”, 

“Hashem has reigned; He will have dressed in majesty,” for the sixth day of Creation where He 

completed his work and reigned over his creations. And finally on Shabbat we say “Mizmor shir l’yom 

Ha’Shabbat”, “A song, a psalm for the Shabbat day,” referring not to the weekly Shabbat, but to the 

World to Come, when man will finally reach the spiritual perfection we only have a preview of during 

our Shabbat every week. 

 

 

 

 

 
Shir Shel Yom 

LEADER TIP: What is one thing 

you can do each day of the week in 

order to prepare for Shabbat? 
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This Week in Jewish History 

August 25
th

, 2004 

Gal Friedman Wins Israel’s First Olympic Gold Medal

Gal Friedman is an Israeli Olympic sailor and the 
first Israeli to ever win a gold medal at the 
Olympic Games. 
Friedman was born in Hadera, Israel, and 
acquired his love of sailing from his family. His 
father competed in sailing from 1978 onward and 
as a child he always lived by the ocean. 
Friedman won the silver medal at the 1995 and 
1996 World Championships and placed second in 
the European Championships both years. He was 
named Israel's Sportsman of the Year in 1996. 
A member of the Israeli sailing team at the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics, Friedman competed in the 
men's mistral (sailboard) event. He took the 
bronze medal, only the third medal won by an 
Israeli athlete in Olympic history. After winning 
the medal, Friedman said: "There are no words to 
describe this, but I feel very good...I felt the 
whole of Israel was watching me." 
After the success in Atlanta, Friedman failed to 
make the Olympics for Sydney 2000. He bounced 
back, however, starting with the 2001 European 
Championships in France where he won the 
bronze. In 2002, he was the best mistral sailor in 
the world and won gold at the World 

Championship in Thailand as 
well as the silver in the 
European Championships. In 
2003, Friedman captured the bronze in the 
World Championships at Cadiz. On May 25, 
2004 Friedman won the Israeli National 
Championships by such a wide margin, that he 
sat out the third and final day of sailing. 
At the 2004 Olympics, Gal competed in the 
Mistral sailing event, an event that includes 11 
races, and won the gold medal over Nikolaos 
Kaklamanakis of Greece, thus becoming the first 
Israeli ever to win a gold medal in Olympic 
competition. The President of Israel, Moshe 
Katsav, the Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, 
and other senior Israeli officials and politicians at 
the time called Friedman to congratulate him. 
The minister of Education, Culture, and Sports, 
Limor Livnat, flew to Athens for the awards 
ceremony. He dedicated his medal to the memory 
of the 11 Israeli athletes assassinated by members 
of the Black September organization, during the 
1972 Munich Olympics. 
Friedman was inducted into the International 
Jewish Sports Hall of Fame in 2005. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIND… 

 Judges 

 Kings 

 Idols 

 Sorcery 

 Aray Miklat 

 Prophets 

 Witnesses 

 Egla Arufah 

Stat Line of the Week– shoftim 

48th of the 54 sedras; 
5th of 11 in Devarim 
Written on 191.6 lines (rank: 27) 
18 Parshiyot; 3 open, 15 closed 
97 pesukim – rank: 36 – 7th in Devarim 
(tied with Tzav, but larger) 
1523 words – rank: 28 – 7th in Devarim 
5590 letters – rank: 31 – 7th in Devarim 
Relatively large pesukim, like most of Devarim but an average-sized 
sedra 
MITZVOT 
41 mitzvot – 14 positive, 27 prohibitions; 
ranks 6th in mitzvot among the sedras 



 

For more info please feel free to contact us at 
sammys@youngisrael.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

TRIVIA QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

Email your answers to SAMMYS@YOUNGISRAEL.ORG along with your NAME and AGE for a chance to win 

AWESOME PRIZES! Each correct answer will enter your name into a raffle that will happen once a month. 

Behatzlacha! 

THIS JUST IN! 

 During your lifetime, you will produce enough saliva to fill 

two swimming pools. 

 Polar bears can eat as many as 86 penguins in a single 

setting. 

 Movie trailers were originally shown after the movie, 

which is why they were called “trailers”. 

 In 2015, more people were killed from injuries caused by 

taking a selfie than by shark attacks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHO WAS THE FIRST ISRAELI TO EVER 

WIN THE NOBEL PRIZE? 

A strange law prohibits Jews from planting trees by the Bet Hamikdash. LO TITA…KOL ETZ 
ETZEL MIZBACH HASHEM ELOKECHA…, “You shall not plant…any tree near the Altar of 
Hashem…” (Deut. 16,21) Why would this be prohibited? 
When we build a synagogue today it is recognized by Chazal as a Mikdash Me’at, a diminutive 
of the Temple. We try to beautify it and make it pleasant for those who worship in it. Yet the 
Torah says not to plant trees, implying that one should not try to decorate it. 
Perhaps the reason can be seen in the very name given to the synagogue by Chazal – Mikdash 
Me’at. It has a part of the MIKDASH, the holiness of the Bet HaMikdash. The beauty of the 
synagogue is not its walls and not its elaborate decorations. Its beauty lies in its holiness. 
We are aware of “shtiblach”, Chassidic places of worship that are run down in need of repairs, 
of paint and of new furniture. Such a place is far from what we would call beautiful. Yet no one 
can deny that the holiness, the KEDUSHA, in this place cannot be equaled by most 
magnificent edifices where services take place. The beauty has to be inward. It has to be one of 
sanctity. 
This does not mean we should not try to beautify our places of worship. On the contrary. We 

Parsha Points to Ponder... 



 

       

 


