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Give a copy of this letter to a loved one for safe keeping 
 

IMPORTANT UPDATE 
 

To Members of the Young Israel Benevolent Association, 
 

Shalom Aleichem, 
 

Over the last few months, the leadership of the Benevolent Association has been busy streamlining the 
operations of the organization and furthering our relationship with funeral directors and cemetery 
management. 

 
Important questions have been asked, and I hope this letter will answer many of them. If you need more 
clarification, call our office at 212-929-1525 x100, or e-mail  benev@youngisrael.org. This letter is a follow 
up to our first letter dated March 15, 2010. 

 
Please fill out the attached Personal Information and Emergency Contact Sheet. 

 
If you prefer to download it online, go to: 
http://images.shulcloud.com/512/uploads/info-benev-2014.pdf 

 
Keeping you informed 
Please make sure that we have your current address, phone number and e-mail address so we can keep you 
informed and up-to-date on all matters. Using e-mail will help reduce postage costs. 

 
 

When sending us an e-mail (benev@youngisrael.org), include your account number and your complete 
name. If you provide an e-mail address that is not your own but belongs to a family member, tell us that 
person’s name and identify their relationship. 

 
 

Relatives of a Benevolent Member 
We strongly encourage our member families to provide us with an e-mail address, phone number and home 
address so that we can keep them up-to-date on timely matters concerning your membership in the 
Benevolent Association. 

 
 

Reserving Graves 
To reserve a grave, call the office of the Benevolent Association at: 212-929-1525 x 100. 
We recommend (but it is not mandatory) that married couples reserve graves with the Benevolent 
Association. There is a $200 per grave (total of $400 per couple) fee for this service.  Please call our office to 
make these arrangements (212-929-1525 ext 100).



After a husband or wife passes away and burial takes place in a Benevolent Association cemetery, it is 
important for the living spouse or relative to immediately let us know if they wish to reserve the grave 
next to their loved one.  If we don’t hear from the living spouse or family within two months after shiva, the 
grave will not be reserved in their name. 
Transferring Graves 
If a member of the Benevolent Association, or a couple, have reserved graves in a Benevolent Association- 
affiliated cemetery, and they wish to transfer their reservation to a different location within that cemetery, or 
to transfer to a different Benevolent Association cemetery, there will be a $50 per grave transfer fee. 

 
Burial in Israel 
A.    If you wish to be buried in Israel 
The services of the Benevolent Association would still be needed. Our affiliated funeral homes will make all 
in-town arrangements, including in-town funeral, tahara and chevra kadisha. Some of the benefits that are 
applicable for a funeral in New York would still apply. There may be an extra charge to transport the 
remains in a hearse to the airport, as well as an extra shomer charge. Call us to discuss these arrangements. 

 
B.  If you already reside in Israel 
Members of the Benevolent Association who live in Israel would be entitled to a limited financial outlay on 
the condition that their membership dues to the Benevolent Association is up-to-date, and are members in 
good standing with a Young Israel-affiliated branch in Israel or North America. 

 
C.  Purchasing Graves in Israel 
The Young Israel Benevolent Association in Israel has graves in the Eretz HaChaim Cemetery. For 
information, contact Rabbi Yehudah Prero, 6715 Western Run Drive, Baltimore, MD 21215; phones: 
410-358-5467, cell: 410-487-1014; e-mail:  YIEHinfo@gmail.com. The Benevolent Association in Israel is a 
separate organization. 

 
Members Who Live Outside the New York/New Jersey area 
If you live outside the NY/NJ area, it is beneficial to keep your membership because you may:  a) choose to 
be buried in a cemetery that is affiliated with the Benevolent Association, 
b) make funeral arrangements with a Benevolent Association funeral home, or 
c) use the Benevolent Association as a means to have burial in Israel. 

 
 
Not Using Benevolent Association Cemeteries 
If a member intends to be buried outside of the cemeteries affiliated with the Benevolent Association, they 
should still keep their membership in the Benevolent Association. 

 
Members who use our funeral home program, will receive complimentary basic funeral services. They 
include: 1) funeral arrangements, 2) use of our chapel, 3) dignified local transfer of the remains to the chapel, 
4) hand-sewn linen shroud; 5) plain pine coffin; and 6) a hearse (additional transportation charges may apply 
to those using cemeteries outside of the Benevolent program). 

 
 
Monuments 
If you wish to order a monument for your loved one, contact the monument manufacturer, and when it is 
ready, they will ask the Benevolent Association for permission to set up the monument at the cemetery. 

 
 
Children of Members 
The Benevolent Association offers family memberships — defined as husband, wife and children aged 20 
and under. Once children reach age 20, they are considered adults (even if they are physically or mentally 
challenged).  At this point they are no longer considered part of “family membership”   and are not entitled to 
the benefits of the Benevolent Association.
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On their 20th birthday, they will have to join as separate members at the initiation fee set forth by the bylaws 
of the Benevolent Association.  If the child did not sign up and something (G-d forbid) happens to them, they 
would not be entitled to benefits from the Benevolent Association. 

 
Members of the Benevolent Association, whose children are under 20, are urged to give us their children’s 
names and ages by e-mail to make sure we have the proper information in our records. 

 
Death or Divorce 
When a married couple who are members-in-good-standing of both the Benevolent Association and a Young 
Israel branch synagogue suffer a death or divorce, the following will take place: 

 
1.  Death. The deceased will be entitled to full benefits of the Benevolent Association. The category of the 
surviving spouse  will now be “single member”. Membership dues will remain $50 annually. If the couple 
had reserved graves, the status of that reservation will stay held in reserve for the living spouse. The 
reservation is not transferable. If the living spouse opts out of their reservation, the grave will return to the 
category of  “open” and  all decisions pertaining to  that grave will be made by the leadership of the 
Benevolent Association. 

 
2.   Divorce. When a couple divorces, their category becomes “two single members.” To continue as a 
member in good standing, they each must maintain their own membership in a Young Israel branch 
synagogue and each pay the $50 membership dues to the Benevolent Association. 

 
3.  If a couple has reserved graves, they need to contact the Benevolent Association for further instructions. 

 
Remarriage 
1.  Remarriage. When a member re-marries, the new spouse does not automatically become a member of 
the Benevolent Association and is not entitled to any of its benefits. If the new spouse wants to join the 
Benevolent Association, when they apply, they would have to pay the initiation fee and annual membership 
dues, and  they  will be considered  as a “single” member. 

 
2.  A new spouse aged 65 and over is not eligible for Benevolent Association membership. But they would 
be permitted to purchase a grave through the Benevolent Association following the bylaws set forth by the 
association. 

 
 
Dues in Arrears 
If your dues to the Benevolent Association for the current year have not been paid by September 15, you will 
receive a FINAL NOTICE requesting immediate payment.  If we do not receive payment within 30 days of 
the final notice, your membership will be terminated. 

 
If within a year of your membership ending you decide you want to be reinstated, the reinstatement fee 
would be $100 plus payment of all outstanding dues. 

 
After two years of either not paying your dues or not being reinstated, it will be up to the discretion of the 
board of the Benevolent Association whether to allow reinstatements into the association. They will also be 
the ones to determine the reinstatement fee. 

 
All reserved graves will revert back to the association upon termination. 

 
If you wish to once again join the Benevolent Association, you will have to apply as a new member. We will 
process the application and the board will let you know if you are accepted. 
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Branch Dues 
You must be a member in good standing with a Young Israel synagogue, which means that you are a paid- 
up member. There are no exceptions to this rule.  If your branch has waived your membership dues, we need 
a letter on file from the branch stating such. 

 
 
Financial Issues 
If it is a hardship to pay membership dues to the Benevolent Association, we recommend that you contact the 
rabbi at your local Young Israel for help. 

 
 
Chevra Kadisha 
In your time of need, if you prefer to use your  Young Israel synagogue’s local Chevra Kadisha and it  is  not 
affiliated with the Benevolent Association, you would need to inform the funeral home. Please realize that 
there may not be financial savings   if you use your synagogue’s Chevra Kadisha. 

 
 
Membership Billing Cycle 
Our membership billing cycle for annual dues will occur in May.  Membership is from June 1st of that year 
through May 31st of the following year. 

 
 
New Members 
We are developing a new application form and an initiation fee structure. Please bear with us while we 
complete this step. Keep in mind that, for all new members, there will be a 12-month waiting period. That 
means if a new member passes away during that time, they would not be entitled to any Benevolent 
Association benefits. 

 
If you have any suggestions, we would be happy to hear from you. You can find more information on our 
Website:  www.youngisrael.org. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Rabbi Binyamin Hammer 
Managing Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                     - 4 -   

IN YOUR TIME OF NEED: 24-HOUR TOLL-FREE NUMBER: 1-888-YI-BENEV (888-942-3638) 


