
YOUNG ISRAEL URGES CONGRESS TO DEFUND THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY 

  

The National Council of Young Israel (NCYI) issued the following statement today in response to 

the announcement that the Palestinian Authority will enter into a unity agreement with Hamas: 

  

“Despite the ongoing efforts of the United States to facilitate a peace accord between the 

Palestinian Authority (PA) and the State of Israel, the PA in essence walked away from the 

negotiating table when it chose to unite with Hamas. A terrorist organization that has openly and 

repeatedly called for Israel’s demise, Hamas is responsible for hundreds of deaths of Israeli 

civilians and thousands of deadly rockets that have rained down over Israeli cities and 

communities for over a decade. By forming a government with Hamas, thereby signaling an 

inexplicable attempt to legitimize the murder and mayhem that it has bred since its inception, the 

Palestinian Authority sent a clear message that it has no intention whatsoever of working with 

the United States and Israel to put an end to the strife that has plagued the Middle East region for 

so many years. 

  

The National Council of Young Israel calls on the United States to take swift and substantive 

steps to respond to the Palestinian Authority’s detestable actions and the malfeasance exhibited 

by PA Chairman Mahmoud Abbas. We urge Congress to immediately defund the Palestinian 

Authority and send a clear message that embracing Hamas and endorsing their terrorist ways will 

have grave ramifications. The U.S. should no longer provide the Palestinian Authority with 

hundreds of millions of dollars each year when the PA demonstrates a callous disregard for the 

United States or a total indifference to the well-being and stability of the region and its Israeli 

neighbors. 

  

The United States’ annual appropriations bills typically place restrictions on the provision of 

financial aid to the Palestinian Authority, including the fact no aid is permitted for a power-

sharing government between the PA and Hamas and that no aid is allowed for Hamas or entities 

controlled by Hamas. In light of the PA-Hamas unity agreement, which appears to breach the 

limitations established by the appropriations legislation, we urge Congress to place a hold on 

funding for the Palestinian Authority that has already been appropriated, and we hope that any 

future appropriations will be withheld accordingly so long as the PA continues to join forces 

with a notorious terrorist organization. 

  

We commend Representatives Nita Lowey and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen for their calls to suspend 

funding to the Palestinian Authority and encourage their congressional colleagues to heed their 

request. 

  

In addition, we call upon the United States to close any and all of the Palestinian Authority’s 

diplomatic facilities located on American soil. Several weeks ago, the PA unilaterally submitted 

fifteen applications to join international organizations and treaties, despite the fact that such 

actions contravened the mandates set forth by the United States in the context of the ongoing 

peace talks. Following its clear display of indifference and after rejecting American attempts to 

attain a peace agreement and opting instead to espouse Hamas and its violent and destructive 

mission, the Palestinian Authority certainly does not deserve to have any diplomatic presence in 

the United States whatsoever.” 


