
YOUNG ISRAEL CONGRATULATES NEW CHIEF RABBIS 

  

The National Council of Young Israel issued the following statement today congratulating 

Israel's newly elected chief rabbis - Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi David Lau and Sephardi Chief Rabbi 

Yitzhak Yosef: 

  

"The National Council of Young Israel extends its heartfelt congratulations and a hearty Mazal 

Tov to newly elected Chief Rabbi David Lau and Chief Rabbi Yitzhak Yosef. At a time when the 

Jewish people desperately need to bridge the divide between the ultra-Orthodox and the religious 

Zionist communities, Rabbis Lau and Yosef are poised to play a pivotal role in the reunification 

of Jews in Israel and around the world. 

  

"As the well-respected and popular chief rabbi of the city of Modi'in and as the long-time host of 

the 'Ask the Rabbi' program on Israeli TV, Rabbi Lau has earned a reputation as a 

knowledgeable Torah scholar who has the unique ability to relate to a wide array of people in a 

very diverse community. We are certain that Rabbi Lau will follow in the footsteps of his father, 

former Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau, who was a great ambassador for the State of 

Israel. Rabbi David Lau is a devoted religious Zionist who recites Hallel with a blessing on Yom 

Ha'atzmaut (Israel Independence Day), a religious practice that highlights his Zionistic 

sentiments and pro-Israel tendencies. With his stated intention to unite Jews both in Israel and in 

the Diaspora, and his proven track record of embracing Jews from all walks of life, Rabbi Lau 

will undoubtedly be an exceptional emissary for the State of Israel and for Jews worldwide. 

  

"As the scion of former Sephardi Chief Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, Rabbi Yitzhak Yosef comes from a 

distinguished family that has dedicated itself to religious service.  A learned man whose breadth 

of knowledge in Torah law is extraordinary, Rabbi Yosef will be a true spiritual leader for the 

people of Israel and for all of Jewry. 

  

"The National Council of Young Israel looks forward to meeting with both Rabbi Lau and Rabbi 

Yosef and working collaboratively with them on issues of importance to the Jewish people and 

on behalf of Jews throughout the world." 

  

  

 


