
YOUNG ISRAEL BLASTS SCIENTIST'S DECISION TO BOYCOTT ISRAEL 

  

Calls On Professor Hawking To Reconsider His Withdrawal From Israeli Conference 

  

The National Council of Young Israel today criticized a decision by renowned physicist, 

cosmologist and author Professor Stephen Hawking to boycott Israel.  Hawking, who was 

scheduled to travel to Jerusalem next month to participate in the annual Presidential Conference, 

which is hosted by Israeli President Shimon Peres, pulled out of the conference, citing his desire 

to support an academic boycott of Israel that is backed by the Palestinian Arabs. 
  

Hawking expressed his change of heart in a letter to President Peres and noted that his decision 

to not attend the conference was based on advice that he received from Palestinian Arab 

academics that he should respect the boycott.  The boycott is purportedly intended to protest 

Israel's policies towards, and treatment of, the Palestinian Arabs. 
  

"Stephen Hawking's decision to withdraw from the Presidential Conference in Israel due to his 

adherence to a boycott that is rooted in racism and based on bigotry is not only regrettable; it is 

an affront to the Israeli people," said Farley Weiss, president of the National Council of Young 

Israel.  "It is extremely unfortunate when you have someone of Professor Hawking's stature, who 

has been to Israel on four prior occasions, partake in such a misguided effort, which misstates the 

facts in an attempt to make a perplexing political statement." 

  

"We call upon Professor Hawking to reconsider his withdrawal and endeavor to develop a more 

accurate understanding of the relationship between Israel and the Palestinian Arabs before he 

aligns himself with the so-called academic boycott and its questionable motives," continued 

Weiss.  "It is amazing that the Palestinian Arabs rejected a miniscule Jewish state in 1947, tried 

to destroy Israel, and to this day do not accept Israel as a Jewish state, yet Professor Hawking 

inexplicably chose to join their immoral boycott of Israel." 

  

Weiss also noted the irony of Hawking's decision, in light of the fact that in 2009, Hawking was 

awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, which is the highest civilian honor awarded in the 

United States.  The award is bestowed upon individuals who have made "an especially 

meritorious contribution to the security or national interests of the United States, world peace, 

cultural other significant public or private endeavors." 

  

"It is incredibly ironic that an individual who received an award that champions freedom and 

world peace would consciously join forces with a group whose primary objective is to divide 

people and create further discord in the Mid-East region," said Weiss. 

 


