
YOUNG ISRAEL BACKS CONGRESSIONAL LETTER URGING THE DISMISSAL OF 

CONTROVERSIAL UN OFFICIAL 

  

The National Council of Young Israel today voiced its support for two congressional letters 

which call for the removal of "Special Rapporteur" Richard Falk from his United Nations post 

with the U.N. Human Rights Council. 
  

In letters sent to President Obama and U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon on April 29th, 

twenty-five leading members of Congress called for the removal of Falk due to his "twisted anti-

American and anti-Israel views" and "long record of offensive statements, conduct, and poor 

judgment."  The letters also cited Falk's "despicable comments blaming the U.S. and Israel for 

the horrific Boston Marathon terrorist bombings." 

  

The letters were spearheaded by Representative Mike Kelly of Pennsylvania and were signed by 

an array of prominent congressional leaders, including House Homeland Security Chairman 

Michael McCaul of Texas, House Deputy Whip Peter Roskam of Illinois, and Congressional 

Israel Allies Caucus Co-Chairmen Doug Lamborn of Colorado and Trent Franks of Arizona. 
  

In addition, Senator Robert Menendez of New Jersey, Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee, and Representative Eliot Engel of New York, Ranking Member of the House 

Foreign Relations Committee, sent letters to the United Nations denouncing Richard Falk. 
  

"There is no one person that personifies the bias the U.N. has shown towards Israel more than 

Richard Falk," said Farley Weiss, president of the National Council of Young Israel.  "Falk's 

longstanding history of outlandish statements and extremist views highlight his unabashed anti-

Israel, anti-Semitic and anti-American beliefs.  Criticizing his views without calling for his 

removal is wholly insufficient." 

  

"We urge President Obama and Secretary General Ban Ki-moon to promptly make arrangements 

to remove Richard Falk from his position and to ensure that he can no longer use his bully pulpit 

at the U.N. to promulgate hatred from within this international body," continued Weiss.  "We 

commend Congressman Mike Kelly and the two dozen Members of Congress for highlighting 

Mr. Falk's outrageous comments and questionable history and demanding that he be dismissed 

from his position." 

  

In their letters to the President and the Secretary General, the congressional leaders detailed 

Falk's troubling history relating to Israel and the United States. 
  

"[w]e condemn Falk for blaming Israel and the close relationship between the U.S. and our ally 

and friend Israel for the Boston attack, particularly his offensive assertion that 'as long as Tel 

Aviv has the compliant ear of the American political establishment, those who wish for peace 

and justice in the world should not rest easy,'" the congressional representatives wrote.  "On the 

contrary, as proud supporters of Israel, we affirm that Israel is a beacon of freedom and 

democracy and that promoting Israel's legitimacy and security is a key to seeking peace and 

justice in this world." 

  

"Falk has embarrassed and discredited his office and the UN Human Rights Council through his 

shocking anti-Semitic tendencies...," wrote the representatives.  "His history of anti-Semitism 



calls into question his suitability to fulfill his mandate with the impartiality necessary to maintain 

the trust of Israel, which is obviously a key stakeholder in the 'situation of human rights on 

Palestinian territories.'" 

  

"For the above reasons, we urge you to call upon the UN Human Rights Council to remove Falk 

from his position as the United Nations Special Rapporteur on 'the situation of human rights in 

the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967,'" they concluded. 

 


