
YOUNG ISRAEL PARTICIPATES IN CELEBRATION OF ALBANIA'S CENTENNIAL 

ANNIVERSARY 

  

Caption for the attached photo: 

  

Bob Levi, Chairman of the Board of the National Council of Young Israel, addressed the crowd 

in Washington, DC, at a tribute to the people of Albania, on the occasion of Albania's centennial 

anniversary of its independence from the Ottoman Empire.  With Levi is former Congressman 

Joseph DioGuardi, the president of the Albanian American Civic League. 

  

On November 28th, National Council of Young Israel (NCYI) Chairman of the Board Bob Levi 

participated in a Capitol Hill tribute to the people of Albania, on the occasion of Albania's 

centennial anniversary of its independence from the Ottoman Empire.  The commemoration, 

which was hosted by Albanian American Civic League, was attended by current and former 

Members of Congress, representatives of the Israeli and Albanian embassies, and other 

dignitaries. 

  

It is not widely known that Albania and its people helped shelter hundreds, if not thousands of 

Jews, during the Shoah.  In fact, Albania was the only country in Nazi-occupied Europe in which 

no Jews were murdered; and, interestingly, Albania is the only country in Europe where there 

were more Jews after World War II, than before the war.  Albania and its citizens have been 

recognized by Yad Vashem. 

  

Representing the 25,000 member families of the National Council of Young Israel and affiliated 

branches, Bob Levi offered congratulations to the people of Albania and referenced the Hebrew 

phrase hakarat ha-tov, which aptly applied to the proceedings.  Levi explained that "the closest 

term in the Hebrew language for 'gratitude' is hakarat ha-tov, which literally means 'recognizing 

the good'.  It is so appropriate that today we recognize the good that so many Albanians 

performed on behalf of countless Jewish families who sought refuge within your protective 

borders." 

  

The NCYI Chairman of the Board commended the "selfless heroism and abundant sacrifice" 

demonstrated by the Albanian people during the war and noted how Europe's “murderous gloom 

did not snuff out the spark of humanity that thrived in Albania."  To fully appreciate the epic acts 

of Albania, Bob Levi discussed how the United States erected numerous obstacles to Jewish 

immigration during the same time period.  Referencing the Talmudic dictum that "those who 

preserve a single soul is as if they save the entire world", Levi exclaimed that Albanian people 

saved countless worlds through their actions.  He also noted the Albanian eternal code of honor, 

Besa, which guides Albanian's relationship with others and commended Albanians for how this 

code of protection, hospitality and friendship saved so many Jews from the Nazis.  In conclusion, 

Bob Levi congratulated Albania on its centennial celebration and thanked its people for their 

strong relationship with the Jewish people. 

 


