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SAVE THE DATE
for the Spring Gala,
Starlight 2020:

June 13, 2020
We celebrate
Past President
Marc Chelemer
and

Devotion Awardees
Barbara Balkin
and
Carlene Fleishman

Volunteers are needed to assist with all aspects of the Gala,
specifically, journal ads, silent auction items, and day of set-up.
Please consider lending your support to help make this an evening to remember!
Contact co-chairs:
Jill Kantor at bjkantor@verizon.net
or Maddy Wolf Eichen at maddywolfeichen@gmail.com
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From the Editor - In order to ensure that everyone's articles are published in the Bulletin please limit them to half a page.
Remember, flyers are for the Mid-month email and should be sent to
Suzannah Mercado at admin@emeth.org cc: ehanan@emeth.org
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Material for the Bulletin is welcome and
essential for the success of the publication; however,
it is necessary to honor the deadlines as listed.
For the Bulletin mailings, all material must be
submitted by 8:00 p.m. on the date of the deadline.
Please submit all material by email to Barbara Balkin
at bulletin@emeth.org and use Times New Roman
font, 12 pt. in a Word document file.

The Temple Emeth Bulletin is published monthly
from September through June.
Advertising Rates for Ad Size 2” x 3 ½”
Member Non-Member
1 Month
$ 55
$ 75
5 Months
$250
$350
10 Months
$330
$450

For Mid-month emails, all materials are
due by 4:00 p.m. on the date of the deadline.

For additional information, call (201) 833-1322

Message From the Cantor
“The greatness of a community is most accurately
measured by the compassionate actions of its members.” I have been searching for the words to express
my gratitude to you, the Emeth family, for all of your
support as I recovered from surgery. I was pleasantly
surprised to find this quote from Coretta Scott King
which perfectly describes what I witnessed during the
month of November. When I was told that I needed surgery and the scope of what that would entail, I knew
that I would need help at home at the beginning of my
recovery. I was relieved that my mother
was able to come from Florida and stay
with me that first week. My family was a
tremendous help during those first ten
days helping me to sit, stand, and walk. I
couldn’t reach or bend, and if you know
me at all, you know that I missed cooking
for my family!

You may find my surprise odd or even paradoxical. In
the last twenty-five years, I must have given support to
hundreds of congregants, and yet I was not able to see
how meaningful that was until now. The real lesson
here for me and the gift that I have been given is that I
suppose I never truly understood the difference those
calls and visits can make to someone who is stuck at
home or in the hospital recovering until I was on the
receiving end of it! What a blessing to have this insight
and use it to bring counsel to others going forward.

As always, I thank God for all His blessings and share that tremendous gratitude
with all of you. Many of you were at the
service on December 6th when I said the
Gomel Blessing from the Bimah. This
blessing thanks God for bringing us
through a difficult, challenging, or lifethreatening situation, such as accident, illness, or surgery. Even during long-term illEvery day, I am blessed to be able to give
ness, this short blessing can be a reminder
emotional support to others as they heal
of how far we have come. The true beauty
from and accept all types of illness. Yet,
of the prayer is that it gives others the
prior to surgery, it did not occur to me that
opportunity to say “Amen” to the blessing,
I would also need that same type of emoCantor Ellen Tilem
witness God’s greatness, and be a part of
tional support as I recovered. I could not
have imagined what a huge difference it would make the miracle. If any of you has been through such a sitduring my healing process to receive all of those texts uation and you wish to say this blessing, let me know
and emails from the members of this congregation. I so that we can say it together in my office and I can
also received some beautiful flowers and meals which respond “Amen.” Or I can help you say the prayer dursupplemented the meals my neighbors were cooking ing any Shabbat service and you can give others an
(have you ever seen teenagers eat?!). It was so surpris- opportunity to share in your gratitude. May we all
ing to me that the outpouring from the community experience only blessings, good health, and wholeness
would have such an effect on my spirits as I was uplift- with the love and support of those around us!
ed with every text.
Cantor Ellen Tilem

Presented by the Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Committee
Home Repair and Assistance
Volunteer Center Chore Service
201‐489‐7790
Rebuilding Together North Jersey
201‐447‐8886

SOCIAL SERVICES &
CARE MANAGEMENT

Health and Welfare

Transportation

Food Assistance

Teaneck Senior and Disable Center for Food Action
201‐569‐1804 ext.11
Transportation Services
201‐837‐7130 ext. 7040
Bergen County Meals on
Bergen County Community Wheels
201‐336‐7420
Transportation
Helping Hands Food Pantry
201‐368‐5955
201‐715‐5179
EZ Ride (membership required)
Jewish Family & Children
201‐939‐4242
Services
Independent Transportation of Northern NJ
Network North Jersey
201‐837‐9090
201‐398‐6885
(Note - some services require
NJ Transit Access Link
small fees or request
at Richard Rodda Recreation Center 800‐955‐2321
201‐837‐7130
voluntary donations.)

Holy Name Medical Center
Teaneck Social Services Specialist 201‐833‐3000
Gloria Andrade
Vantage Health Systems
201‐837‐1600 ext. 1503
201‐567‐0059
Bergen County Division of Senior Mental health, addiction,
Services Information & Referrals
eldercare services
201‐336‐7400
Good Morning Check‐Up
Jewish Family & Children Services Program
of Northern NJ
Daily phone call to registered
201‐837‐9090
Seniors by Fire Department
Bergen Family Center
201‐837‐2085 to register
201‐568‐0817
Teaneck Senior Services Center
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From the Religious School
“The goal of Jewish living is not to amass a wealth of information, but to face sacred moments”
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel
At Temple Emeth Religious School we take pride in and also supports children suffering in the face of curour strong Jewish studies curriculum and our rigorous rent genocides and humanitarian crisis. We thank our
Hebrew program. We also know that Jewish education parent volunteers and especially Julie Weisman and the
cannot be meaningful if it only happens in the
wonderful members of Temple Emeth’s
classroom. As they climb the ladder to a comGarden Committee for giving our students
pelling Jewish life, our students, families, and
the opportunity to perform this mitzvah. We
teachers form a “sacred partnership” of learnare proud to be a part of the World-wide
ing, experiencing, and celebrating.
Daffodil Project.
The idea of Kedusha - holiness is central to
Jewish living. To be a Jew is to be someone
who strives for holiness. The Torah instructs
us to bring holiness into the world through our
actions.

Dora Geld Friedman

It is that spirit of Kedusha that was evident on
Sunday, November 17th, when the students of our
Religious School and our youth groups performed the
mitzvah of planting the new Memorial daffodil bed
near the entrance to the temple. This Holocaust-related
project inspires the students’ learning through actions

Parent-Teacher Conferences: Sunday, January 19 –
Sign-up poster is up!

Religious School
students celebrated
Chanukah in the
Hallway on
December 18.

Etz Chayim
sang
Chanukah
songs at Holy
Name Medical
Center on
December 18.

ETC trip to Philadelphia on
November 17 included a tour of
the University of Pennsylvania
Hillel and a guided tour of the
exhibit about Supreme Court
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg at the
National Museum of American
Jewish History.
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LOOKING AHEAD:
Welcome Back! Come and join us on
Sunday, January 5 as we welcome our students and families at a Tfila & Shira service
at 9:00 a.m.

B’vracha,
Dora Geld Friedman

Message from President Nickie Falk
Let’s Break Bread Together
“There is no way you can practice Judaism religiously or Doug and I miss the Shabbat dinners we used to have with
culturally without food. Food has been intrinsic to Jewish our children when they were younger. For us, it started the
ritual, life, and culture from the outset. What is the very first separation from the rest of the week. We loved using the
act that the Israelites in Egypt are commanded to do? It’s to candlesticks we received as a wedding present, drinking
have a communal meal,” wrote Rabbi Gil Marks, author of Manischewitz (really, it’s not so bad), and baking challah. I
the Encyclopedia of Jewish Food and founding editor of confess: I did use a bread machine. But the best part, was
Kosher Gourmet magazine.
sharing the meal, even if that meal was a pizza, and the conSo naturally, as I write this column, I begin to think about versation around the table.
food as we are just a few days shy of our annual Chanukah
Membership Dinner, ably chaired by Kendell Seidenari and Since our children are no longer at home, we recently decidTammy Hecht. There we will get a chance to welcome new ed to replicate that Shabbat experience with other family
members—Temple Emeth family members. We invited one
members to our Temple Emeth community, those
couple who we knew, Joy and Dan Firshein, and
who have joined during 2019, and to introduce
one couple who we didn’t, Deborah and Jim
and formally welcome our new Temple
Veach. This time we bought the challah, and the
Administrator, Suzannah Mercado.
wine was Kedem, but the candlesticks were still
Thinking about the Temple’s Chanukah Dinner
the ones we received as a wedding gift. But the
reminds me of my own family’s Chanukah celebest part was still sharing the meal and the converbrations. For more than 60 years, we rotated the
sation around the table.
festivities. We all took turns, with the host responAs we prepared to leave for Shabbat services at
sible for making the latkes (shredded or pureed,
Temple Emeth together, we all talked about how
apple sauce or sour cream—it didn’t matter!),
great it would be if we could replicate this Shabbat
coordinating the dinners, buying the dreidels and
experience on a larger scale. And, we decided to
chocolate gelt, and deciding if the presents would
Nickie Falk
give it a try.
be distributed before or after we lit the menorah.
During the span of those years, we, too, welcomed
new members to the family as cousins got married. First we So mark your calendars to join us for a Potluck Shabbat
were joined by our spouses and later by our children. Each Dinner on Friday night, January 17, and then come to servnew addition became an integral part of the whole—just like ices with us. Joy and Dan are chairing this first potluck. The
flyer is in the lobby, has been sent in our mid-month mailer,
at Temple Emeth.
There’s something special about sharing a meal and cele- and is available on the website so you can RSVP
brating the holidays together as a family, whether that holi- (firshein@gmail.com) and them know what you’ll be cookday is Chanukah, Rosh Hashanah, Pesach, Shavuot, or ing. Looking forward to sharing a meal with you and having
a great conversation!
Shabbat.

Sweet Tastes of Torah 2020
Join us for The North Jersey Board of Rabbis annual community-wide
evening of study, music, and celebration will be held on
Saturday evening, February 1
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.; community-wide Havdalah at 6:50 p.m.
(Snow date: Saturday evening, February 15)

Host Synagogue: Temple Israel & Jewish Community Center, 475 Grove Street, Ridgewood
Limping Toward the Promised Land: How the Bible Embraces Those with Special Needs
Our keynoter, Dr. Ora Horn Prouser, will discuss how when we see biblical characters as relatable individuals, we can apply their experiences as inspiration to overcome our own challenges and embrace our difficulties as opportunities for personal growth. The keynote is meant to be a conversation starter for our
first session discussion groups. These sessions will cover: • Biblical Personalities and Depression
• Disabilities of the Soul • Esau and ADHD • Isaac and Intellectual Disability •Family Dynamics in Families
with a Disabled Member • Joseph and Giftedness • Jacob and Physical Disabilities • Miriam and Gender in
Education • Moses and Speech Disorders • Perspectives on Samson • The Trouble with Isaac
These are some of our thought-provoking sessions:

Register online at: http://sweettastesoftorah.weebly.com/ The American Sound: A Musical Refuge from
Cost is $15 per person, pre-registered by January 29, 2020.
Onsite registration is $20 per person, by cash or check only.
Or send your check payable to the
North Jersey Board of Rabbis
32 Franklin Place, Glen Rock, NJ 07452

For information: sweettastesoftorah@gmail.com

Antisemitism,
From “Challahs in the Ark” to “Bagels from Benny”
— Learning from an Evolving Jewish Folk Tale,
Divine Disaiblity: A Disabilities Studies Approach to
Understanding God,
God and Guns, Locating God in the Book of Esther,
Other Biblical Characters on the Margins,
Parents and Children in the Book of Genesis,
and more.
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Join us for
Breakfast and
Discussion on
Sunday, January 19, 2020 at
9:30 a.m. when
LAURENCE FINE,
founder of “Students Demand
Action Bergen County” and Vice
Chairman of the New Jersey High
School Democrats, will discuss
“Youth Activism in Gun Violence
Prevention.”
Laurence Fine is 16 years old and a junior at
Ridgewood High School. He organized the March
For Our Lives in Hackensack and mobilized students to register almost 600 voters in Bergen
County high schools. During the midterm elections, Laurence knocked on over 600 doors and
made over 1800 phone calls to help re-elect
Congressman Josh Gottheimer.
Last summer, Laurence was sponsored by Senator
Chuck Schumer to serve as a U.S. Senate Page. He
was a student trainer at Everytown For Gun
Safety’s Annual Convention in Washington, D.C.
last August.
Laurence is a passionate advocate for gun violence
prevention in New Jersey.
This RSVP form must be filled out and returned
with the $6 fee per person by January 12, 2020 for
the breakfast. If you RSVP after that date, the cost
is $8 per person. If you do not RSVP, you are
welcome to attend the discussion, but not the
breakfast.
RSVP for B’yachad Breakfast January 19, 2020.
Name_________________________________
Number attending:____
Phone Number _________________________
Email _____________________________
Amount enclosed:_______
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Social Action in Action
Happy New Year!
At the end of last year Social Action started discussing two specific issues that interest many of us.
We‘ve decided to become more educated about them
and then to determine how (and if) we will take
action. Here’s where we are with these issues:
1- Advocacy around immigration, specifically
starting with the Bergen County Jail. After touring the jail this summer, we find we have lots of
questions about why immigrants are detained there
and how they are treated. Around the broader topic
of immigration, we are already somewhat involved.
We are a HIAS Welcome Congregation, we are a
member of Northern NJ Sanctuary Coalition, and we
have met with First Friends on a number of occasions. Our next steps are to educate ourselves about
the issues and determine what our goals might be.
2 - Food waste in the USA. In November we began
a discussion with Rabbi Mary Zamore, editor of
“The Sacred Table” and our recent Trachtenberg
lecturer. With a topic as huge as food waste and
being more mindful of our environment, we didn’t
know where to start. Rabbi Zamore was very helpful. We’re starting with education and right in our
own backyard - what can we do individually and as
a community to make it better?
The committee has learned the shocking statistic
that 40% of the food produced in this country is not
consumed. In line with this, we offer the following
tips on reducing food waste in your household:
• Purchase only that amount of food which you reasonably believe your family will consume.
• Bring leftovers home from restaurants and use
them for future meals. (Don’t just put them in the
back of the refrigerator and forget to eat them.
Sound familiar?)
• Do “food shopping” in your own refrigerator - be
aware of what foods are in your refrigerator and use
them.
• Freeze leftovers which you won’t use immediately
- many foods can be safely frozen.
More tips will follow in future issues of the Bulletin.
Mitzvah of the Month for January - February 2020
Social Action Committee is collecting food and toiletries for Buddies of NJ. Buddies provides support
and services for over 400 local people living with
and affected by HIV/AIDS.
Please bring your donations of food and toiletries
and put them in the boxes on the left as you enter the
Temple. Buddies especially looks for high protein
items like peanut butter, canned meats/fish, drinks
like Ensure, and other healthy foods.
The next Social Action meeting will take place on
Sunday, January 12 at 9:45 a.m.

The Viewpoints
Committee invites
you to a Shabbaton
on January 11
at 2:30 p.m.
We will be screening the film
“Family in Transition.”
The story of the only family in
Nahariya, a small traditional
town in Israel, whose lives
change completely after their
father finally decides to tell his
family that he’s a transgender
woman. Their mother chooses to
stay with her spouse through the
whole process but just as it
seems that life is back to normal, she takes a sharp
turn and shakes everything up again. This is a
story about a family that does not follow dictates;
a family that breaks social conventions; a family
that changes what we thought we knew about gender, parity, parenthood and being transgender. But
most of all, it is a story about a family that redefines the limits of recognition, acceptance, and
love of those closest to us.
The screening of this film is sponsored by Temple
Emeth Viewpoints.
Free and open to the public.
Please RSVP by January 4th to
viewpoints@emeth.org, or call 201 833-1322
RSVP form for Viewpoints film presentation on
Saturday, January 11th
Name________________________________
Number attending:___
Telephone:_______________________
Email:________________________________

Shelve and Shmooze December 15.
Shalach Manot
order form
envelopes
were stuffed
December 15.
Viewpoints
short film
series
presented
“Hannah
Cohen’s Holy
Communion”
on
December 15.

Ancestry@Emeth

The Museum opening of the first
Ancestry@Emeth exhibit took
place on November 22. If you
would like to participate in the
next Ancestry@Emeth ex h ib it,
ple a s e c o n ta c t
Barbara Balkin at
dkrm505@yahoo.com

The Ancestry project
participants
who
spoke a b o u t th e ir
“Immigrant Stories”
during services
i n c l u d e d Eva
Tobias, Marion
Wolf, and David
Fox .
Other
participants
included Sandy
and Herb Loft,
Elaine Pollack,
Judy and Walter
Distler and Mary
Jane Tucker.
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Services and S’machot
7th of Tevet 5780
Friday, January 3rd

Shabbat Vayigash
Family Shabbat Service at 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, January 4th

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.
NJ and Friends Shabbaton at Ner Tamid in Bloomfield NJ begins at 9:00 a.m. (advance registration required)

Torah Portion - Vayigash: Gen. 44:18-47:27

Haftarah - Ezekiel 37:15-28

14th of Tevet 5780
Friday, January 10th

Shabbat Va-y’chi
Shabbat Service at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 11th

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - Va-y’chi: Gen. 47:28-50:26

Haftarah - I Kings 2:1-12

21st of Tevet 5780
Friday, January 17th
Saturday, January 18th

Shabbat Sh’mot
Shabbat Service at 8:00 p.m.
Oneg includes Library a la Cart
Torah Study at Temple Sinai in Tenafly
at 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service at Temple Sinai in
Tenafly at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - Sh’mot: Ex. 1:1-6:1

Haftarah - Isa. 27:6-28:13; 29:22-23

28th of Tevet 5780
Friday, January 24th

Shabbat Va-eira
Shabbat Service at Temple Avodat Shalom
in River Edge at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 25th

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - Va-eira: Ex. 6:2-9:35

Haftarah - Eze. 28:25-29:21

6th of Shevat 5780
Friday, January 31st

Shabbat Bo
Shabbat Service at 8:00 pm

Saturday, February 1st

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.
Sweet Tastes of Torah begins at 6:30 p.m. at Temple Israel in Ridgewood

Torah Portion - Bo: Ex. 10:1-13:16
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Haftarah -Jer. 46:13-28
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Good & Welfare
Condolences to...
Helene and Mel Sandler on the loss of their cousin,
Jonathan Schulman.
Peter Adler on the loss of his cousin, Ilse Strauss Mayer.
Get Well Wishes to…
Robyn May
Janice Preschel
Phyllis Friedland
Welcome to Temple Administrator...
Suzannah Mercado
Welcome to New Members....
Ron and Anne Atlas

Welcome to our new
Temple Administrator,
Suzannah Mercado.
Suzannah lives in Teaneck with
her husband, Alex, and her children, Ben and Daphna.
After graduating from Touro
College, Suzannah worked as
an administrator at Touro's
Lander College for Women,
and later as the assistant to the
dean and office manager for Touro's Graduate
School of Judaic Studies. She has also served as the
office manager of Congregation Etz Chaim in
Livingston.
Potluck Shabbat Dinner
on Friday night, January 17
RSVP to Dan Firshein at firshein@gmail.com

“MOVIES THAT MATTERED”
A Film Series Follow-Up to
“The Jewish Experience
Through Cinema”
The next movie is on Tuesday,
January 7 at 7:30 p.m.
“You Don’t Mess with the
Zohan”
Crack commando Zohan Dvir is Israel's first line of
defense against terrorism, but despite his prowess
as a soldier, he dreams of just one thing: becoming
a hair stylist in New York. When a battle with his
arch-nemesis, a terrorist called ‘The Phantom’
gives Zohan the opportunity to fake his own death,
he flees to the Big Apple to follow his dreams.
However, ‘The Phantom’ learns that he is still alive.
Upcoming movies:
February 11 at 7:30 “A Price Above Rubies”
March 10 at 7:30 “The Big Lebowski”
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SHALACH MANOT
This joyous tradition has been shared at Temple
Emeth for over 20 years! Two decades ago, many
Emeth members didn’t know about the custom of
sending Purim greetings and goodies to friends and
family. Today, Shalach Manot is a beloved Emeth
event, eagerly anticipated by all.
Share the joy! Your Shalach Manot order packet is
in the mail and will arrive this week! Order forms
are available at www.emeth.org or from the Temple
office.
The deadline for submitting your order is
January 27, 2020.
We need your help! Mark your calendar and join us on:
Thursday, March 5 – Packing Shalach Manot any
time between 1:30 – 4:30 at the Temple.
Come schmooze with friends
and get in the Purim spirit!
Sunday, March 8 – Delivering Shalach Manot in
Bergen County.
To volunteer, or with any questions, contact Shel at
shalachmanot@emeth.org.
Shel & Jeff Grossman
Shalach Manot Co-Chairs

Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library
Monthly News Update: Yummy
By Marion Wolf
ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES ACCREDITATION
Are you a gourmet cook? I certainly am not, but I
do like to eat. Five new books in the Rabbi Joshua
Trachtenberg Memorial Library focus on food, a
topic that’s dear to my heart.
Editor Alana Newhouse of Tablet Magazine has
compiled The 100 Most Jewish Foods: A Highly
Debatable List. (This title may sound familiar since
Rabbi Sirbu wrote about it in our June Bulletin.)
The volume is a collection of essays by all different
authors.
Some describe traditional EasternEuropean dishes you’d expect to find in a list of
Jewish foods. But also included are Sephardic specialties and more offbeat items like used tea bags
and even—gasp!—treyf (precisely because it’s
taboo and tempting). The 100 Most Jewish Foods
features beautiful graphics and 60 recipes.
According to Rabbi Sirbu, “There is something for
everyone to argue about…and to savor.”

You may recall our last One Book One Community
program. To celebrate the novel Among the Living,
which was set in Savannah, we dined on Southern
Jewish cooking. We drew recipes from Matzoh Ball
Gumbo: Culinary Tales of the Jewish South by
Marcie Cohen Ferris. This is much more than just a
cookbook, though. It’s enlivened by the voices of
interviewees and rich in anecdote. The author shows
how Southern Jews have adapted to life in the South
by reinventing Jewish culinary traditions.

For still more about Southern Jewish food, please
take a look at From Generation to Generation: A
Temple Emanu-El Cookbook. The book comes to us
as a gift from Cantor Jessica Roskin of Temple
Emanu-El in Birmingham, Alabama. Members of
Temple Emeth visited this historic synagogue in
February as part of our Civil Rights tour down South.
In addition to recipes, the book describes the congregation’s history, shows photos of members, and
Another collection of essays we’ve acquired is includes personal reminiscences.
called The Sacred Table: Creating a Jewish Food
Ethic. Edited by Rabbi Mary L. Zamore (our Rabbi On a recent Friday night, many Temple Emeth memJoshua Trachtenberg Memorial lecturer this past bers enjoyed a meal created by Women Who Cook.
October), these essays reexamine the notion of Perhaps you’d like to recreate the delicacies you
kashrut. Rabbi Zamore points out that Reform Jews enjoyed? Women Cook is published by the Women
have redefined Shabbat to observe this day of rest in Cook Israeli social initiative to empower women,
from immigrant and distressed communiways that are meaningful to us. Similarly, every especially
ties,
to
be
independent
The book contime we sit down to eat, we can eat as Jews. Some sists of the stories of economically.
a number of these women
of us may seek to raise ethical standards of food pro- (including several who were with us) and how they
duction, while others might emphasize the gratitude immigrated to Israel. A second section of the book
we feel or our concern for those who go hungry. Our contains recipes representative of their countries of
mindfulness may inspire us to eat foods good for our origin (mainly Mediterranean). The book is illustrathealth. Such an approach could draw us together as ed with wonderful photographs.
a community around a “sacred table.” Even if one
rejects the traditional, narrow definition of ritual All these yummy books await you in the Rabbi
kashrut, we can reconsider what we eat and why. Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library. Now excuse
me while I go get something to eat.
The essays in this book provide food for thought!

SAVE THE DATE for the OPERA SHABBATON:
FEBRUARY 15 at 1:00 p.m.
“Donezetti's L'elisir d'amour” by Gaetano Donizetti
starring Anna Netrebko and Roland Villazon performing with the Vienna Opera.
Donizetti composed 67 operas. This year’s choice is a comedy with glorious music.
The opera runs less than 3 hours. Let your friends know to save the date and to
register. David Rosenmeyer joins us again to share his expertise about the composer
and the opera. Admission is charged to cover the cost of a fabulous dessert table,
drinks and production expenses. The cost is $20 per person before February 1, 2020 and $30 after
February 1. Send your check payable to Temple Emeth with this RSVP form to reserve your spot.
RSVP for the Temple Emeth Opera Shabbaton on February 15.
Name(s)_____________________________________ _________________________________________
Number of people attending: ___ Amount enclosed $:_____
Telephone:_________________________ Email:______________________________________________
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CONTRIBUTIONS
ADULT EDUCATION FUND
Linda Poskanzer and Paul Rosenberg in memory
of Morris Weiss, uncle of Linda Poskanzer
wishing Phyllis Friedland a speedy recovery
in memory of Paul’s father, Harold Rosenberg
Rachel, Michael, and Amanda Eastman in honor of
the engagement of Susan and Marty Breznick’s
son, Aaron to Nicole

PAUL S. LAZAR CARING COMMUNITY FUND
Leslee and Gerald Fetner in honor of Deborah and
Jim Veach’s son Zachary’s marriage to Jenna
Elinor Buchbinder wishes Gidon Yablonka a speedy
and full recovery
Robin Rolfe and Arnold Saltzman in honor of the
generous spirit of the Caring Committee
members

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Linda Poskanzer and Paul Rosenberg wishing
Cantor a Refuah Shlema
Wendy and Dan Dessanti wishing Cantor Tilem a
speedy and full recovery
Marian and Rubin Ferziger wishing Cantor Tilem
a Refuah Shlema
wishing Ellen Lusthaus a Refuah Shlema
wishing Pia Cyrulnik a Refuah Shlema
Marla and Tara Levine in gratitude to and in
appreciation of Cantor Tilem on the loss of
their father and grandfather, Irwin Rabin

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Sherri and Richard Preiss in memory of Sherri’s
father, Edward Lieberman
Micki and Mike Grunstein wishing Gidon Yablonka
a speedy recovery
Lee Rothenberg in memory of her mother-in-law,
Estelle Rothenberg
Marla and Tara Levine in gratitude to and in
appreciation of Rabbi Sirbu on the loss of
their father and grandfather, Irwin Rabin
Mindy Greenberg

COLLEGE KIDS FUND
Bill and Lynne Graizel in memory of Lynne’s
mother, Elaine Thier
ILANA HED RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
Rachel, Michael, and Amanda Eastman in memory
of Beatrice Swarzman, grandmother of Jason
Hockstadt
in honor of the B’not Mitzvah of Lila and
Norah Bell
in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Brooke Snyder
Karyn and Gary Richards in appreciation of Mora
Dora and Barbara Shater, for a new mezuzah
for the Religious School office
LIBRARY FUND
Gayle and Michael Goldberg wish Susan and Marty
Breznick Mazel Tov on the engagement of
their son, Aaron
MUSIC FUND
Brenda and Bill Weiss send Cantor Tilem best
wishes for healthy recovery
Rachel and Mike Eastman in gratitude to Cantor
Tilem giving Amanda the opportunity to be
Cantorial Soloist at a Bat Mitzvah
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SOCIAL ACTION FUND
Nancy Miller Kozeradsky and Paul Kaufman wish
Susan and Marty Breznick congratulations on
the engagement of their son, Aaron
STRAUSSMAN YOUTH FUND
Sue and Phil Keusch
TEMPLE EMETH FUND
Rachel, Michael, and Amanda Eastman in memory
of Irwin Rabin, father of Marla Levine
congratulations to Linda and Ron Klempner
on the birth of their new grandchildren
wishing Lynne and Bill Graizel all the best in
their new home
Vera Horowytz in loving memory of her husband,
Harold Horowytz
YAHRZEIT FUND
Marian and Rubin Ferziger in memory of Marian’s
sister, Roberta Friedman
Marian and Rubin Ferziger in memory of Rubin’s
mother, Esther Ferziger
Gerald Beldock in memory of his wife, Bernice
Beldock
Fran LaBarbera in memory of her mother, Minnie
Shapiro
Carol Heischober in memory of her husband, Robert
Heischober

Summary of Minutes from the November 14, 2019 Board of Trustees Meeting
Rabbi’s Report
• Rabbi Sirbu’s sabbatical is from December 23 to March 25.
• There are no b’nai mitzvah scheduled during the sabbatical.
• A coverage schedule is being created for Torah study
and for Shabbat services; seeking Torah readers
• Arranging volunteers for Lunch and Learns.
• Cantor Tilem will be available for funerals; during her
two-week vacation in January, rabbis from other shuls
will be available; funds are available for these contingencies. Cantor will be paid the going funeral home rate of
$600 per funeral she covers for Temple members during
the Rabbi’s sabbatical. This will be paid for from the
sabbatical line item in the budget.
• Amanda Eastman will be covering the ETC Teen
Community
• Dora will be additionally available for the ETC trip to
the Museum of Jewish Heritage.
• During the Sabbatical, the Rabbi
• will be reconnecting with his family who are
scattered around the country
• is going to Israel for an arts and culture tour
• is on the waiting list to visit the US-Mexico
border with HIAS
• has a stack of books to read and Jewish
museums to visit
• will visit other synagogues, a source of ideas
he brings back to Temple Emeth
• finally, he is considering being a Lyft driver for
a week or so, for experience with that part
of the “gig” economy.
• The Rabbi will have limited access to email.
Town Hall Meeting
There was a recap and discussion of the Town Hall meeting, during which the respective chairs of the Task
Forces on Finance, Religious School, and Membership
made 5-minute presentations followed by a productive

Q&A session.
Ellen Buckwalter reported that the Financial Task Force
has been talking about the “culture of philanthropy” in
which it’s not about fund-raising but about a culture of
engagement and community, and appreciation for the
value each person brings to the community. The book
Relational Judaism was cited as an inspiration for this
approach and philosophy.
Financial Secretary’s report
Currently, 337 of Emeth’s 360 families have pledged a
total of 485K.
Our budgeted amount is 527K.
Of the 485K pledged, 329K (68%) has been collected.
Seven members have resigned.
There are twenty-five new member households.
Treasurer’s report
Costs and expenses compared to what was budgeted are
quite close, with expenditures 7K better than budgeted
and revenues 1K - 2K worse.
President’s report
The new Temple Administrator starts December 2.
Announcements
The Temple Bazaar is December 8.
• There is still one Bazaar chair open.
Jill Kantor announced some details for the Spring Gala.
• The honorees are Past President Marc Chelmer,
and Devotion Awardees Barbara Balkin,
and Carlene Fleishman.
• The silent auction co-chairs are Jodee Fink and
Nan Wolinsky.
• The photographer and DJ are arranged.
• The event is titled Starlight 2020.

Bazaar December 8, 2019
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Use this form
to send an
$____________Enclosed ($10 minimum) Fund Name_______________________________________________ acknowledgement for life
cycle events to
Contributed by___________________________________________________________________________
your friends
and family and
Send Acknowledgment to:__________________________________________________________________
at the same
time perform
the mitzvah of
Address_________________________________________________________________________________
tzedaka. Call
the office with
Message ______________________________________________________________________________________ any questions.
Contributory Funds – contributions are deposited in the Temple Emeth Funds Account and drawn for use by the designated committee

CONTRIBUTION FORM

• Adult Education Fund
• Adult Kallah Fund
• Albert & Mildred Otten Institute for Living Arts
• Beautification Fund
• Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Fund
• Children’s Worship Fund
• College Kids Fund
• Emeth Teen Community Fund
• Environment Fund
• Abe Golomb Religious School Scholarship Fund • Ilana Hed Religious School Fund
• Inscribed Prayerbook Fund ($50 minimum)
• Library Fund
• Museum Fund
• Music Fund
• Prayerbook Fund
• Ritual Fund
• Margery Rothschild Memorial Israel Fund
• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence Fund • Social Action Fund
• Straussman Memorial Youth Award Fund
• Temple Emeth Fund
• Torah Repair Fund
• Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Lecture Fund
• Viewpoints Fund
• Yahrzeit Fund
• Youth Committee Program Fund
Endowed Funds – contributions are added to principal held by the Temple Emeth Endowment Foundation with fund income distributed yearly
• Adult Kallah Scholarship Fund
• Grunstein-Liberman Endowed Fund • Honigberg/ Howard Religious School Scholarship Fund
• Lazar Educational Enrichment Fund
• Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Endowed Fund
• Alfred and Helen Levin Youth Award Fund
• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Endowment Fund • Νed and Doris Siner Music Fund
• Temple Emeth Endowment Fund
• Dru and Ted Greenwood Youth Awards Fund
Other Funds – contributions are used at the discretion of the recipient
• Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
• Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

Visit the Temple website at www.emeth.org
Located in the Temple lobby,
the Tree of Life provides an
opportunity to share life’s
special occasions with your
Temple family. Loved ones,
friends and members of the
congregation are able to create permanent
remembrances of their joyous events so that
future generations can look upon our yesterday as having been filled with hopes,
dreams and accomplishments. Order yours
now! You will enjoy visiting the Temple and
finding your leaf. To order, please call the
Temple office at (201) 833-1322.

Tree
of
Life

Look no further…Temple Emeth can comfortably accommodate 25 to
225 guests. Your guests will enjoy the expansiveness of our elegant
entry hall, social hall, and beautiful outdoor “Garden in the Round.”
Our youth lounge is also available for rental. We accommodate
Kosher, Glatt Kosher and non‐Kosher catering.
Please contact:
The Temple Office
at
201‐833‐1322 or
admin@emeth.org
Our calendar is quite busy; please be certain to
book your event soon!

Planning an event, meeting or activity at the Temple? An
online version of the “green form” for room reservations is
now available at: http://www.emeth.org/events/green.php
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Memorial Plaques
This is a wonderful way to honor
your departed loved ones by purchasing a permanent plaque in
our Sanctuary. It will evoke fond
memories to see their names on
our Memorial wall. When you
purchase these plaques, one is
permanently placed on the
Memorial wall and the second
larger one is displayed on the
actual week of the yahrzeit. The
cost is $375 FOR BOTH
PLAQUES. You may also buy
and reserve plaques in advance.
Contact the office if you would
like to make a purchase.

Eastern Board of Realtors
2018 Realtor of the Year
award winner
2016-2018
2014-2018

201-928-0100
201-928-0406 (FAX)
e-mail: senweinberg@njleg.org

LORETTA WEINBERG
NEW JERSEY STATE SENATE
MAJORITY LEADER

We continue to be Jewish family managed,
knowing that caring people provide caring service.
GUTTERMAN AND MUSICANT JEWISH FUNERAL DIRECTORS
8005220588
WIEN & WIEN, INC. MEMORIAL CHAPELS
800-322-0533
402 PARK STREET, HACKENSACK, NJ 07601
ALAN L. MUSICANT, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 2890 • MARTIN D. KASDAN, N.J. Lic. No. 4482

545 CEDAR LANE
TEANECK, NJ 07666

SENATOR, 37TH DISTRICT
BERGEN COUNTY
Amazon helps to support the Temple
when you order by using the
Amazon.com link on our website.

Use the Amazon Link
on our Webpage
Support Temple Emeth by using our special
Amazon link to make purchases on Amazon.com.
Just visit www.emeth.org and click on the
Amazon.com button
at the bottom of each page,
then purchase to your heart's content!

Advance planning conferences conveniently arranged at our chapel or in your own home
GuttermanMusicantWien.com

Since 1954

Bergen County Reform Temple Memorial Association
A non‐profit organization
serving Temple Emeth
Burial plots at reasonable prices
Contact:
David Fox at (201) 836‐0260
Eric Loeb at (201) 692‐0211

Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad
in the Temple Emeth Bulletin

Elliot W. Steinberg
Emily R. Steinberg
Broker/Sales - Sales Associate
201-446-0839 • 201-446-1034
“Of all the decisions you will make
whether buying or selling, there
is none more important than whom
you choose to represent you.”

Wei
chert
REALTORS

Saskia Keeley spoke on November 24 on “Beyond Sides
Towards Reconciliation in Israel and Palestine." The
program was presented by the Viewpoints Committee.
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www.emeth.org
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