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RABBI LOUIS J. SIGEL SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE WEEKEND

April 21 - 23, 2017

“The Jewish Experience Through Cinema”
Eric A. Goldman, Ph.D.
Scholar-in-Residence
Join Dr. Eric Goldman as he uses cinema to delve into the Jewish experience over the
last century. More than simply entertainment, films—when closely examined by historians—can tell us about Jewish identity and culture, “The Way We Were,” so to speak.
Not only analyzing films, but also considering the circumstances of production and
audience reaction at the time of release, Dr. Goldman can explain:
• Why is it that when most Hollywood producers were Jewish, it took a non-Jew to
tackle the subject of anti-Semitism in Gentleman’s Agreement?
• How did movies over the decades deal with topics like assimilation and intermarriage?
• When was it acceptable to portray Jews as heroes and when was our status secure
enough to feature unflattering portraits of Jewish anti-heroes?
Eric A. Goldman is one of the world’s foremost scholars of Jewish, Yiddish, and Israeli
cinema. He is adjunct professor of cinema at Yeshiva University and film critic for New Jersey’s The Jewish
Standard. He holds a Ph.D. in Cinema Studies from New York University and graduate
degrees in Contemporary Jewish Studies and Theatre Arts from Brandeis
University. Eric Goldman has written extensively on the Jewish experience
in film. His last book, The American Jewish Story through Cinema, about
the American Jewish encounter with movies, was published in 2013 by
University of Texas Press. His previous book, Visions, Images and Dreams:
Yiddish Film Past and Present, was a history of Yiddish cinema. He is currently writing a book about Israel through the lens of Israeli cinema.
See page 7 for RSVP form and schedule.
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From the Editor - In order to ensure that everyone's articles are published in the Bulletin please limit them to half a page.
Remember, flyers are for the Mid-month mailing and should be sent to
Rochelle Rudnick at RRudnick@emeth.org cc: ehanan@emeth.org
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Material for the Bulletin is welcome and
essential for the success of the publication; however,
it is necessary to honor the deadlines as listed.
For the Bulletin mailings, all material must be
submitted by 8:00 p.m. on the date of the deadline.
Please submit all material by email to Barbara Balkin
at dkrm505@yahoo.com and use Times New Roman
font, 12 pt. in a Word document file.

The Temple Emeth Bulletin is published monthly
from September through June.
Advertising Rates for Ad Size 2” x 3 ½”
Member Non-Member
1 Month
$ 55
$ 75
5 Months
$250
$350
10 Months
$330
$450

For Mid-month mailings, all materials
are due by 4:00 p.m. on the date of the deadline.

For additional information, call (201) 833-1322

Message From the Rabbi
The faces of hunger in America are both familiar and
hidden from view, yet they are all too real and far too
many. Temple Emeth, in partnership with
Congregation Beth Sholom, is proud to host “This Is
Hunger,” an interactive experience on wheels (literally,
it’s a big rig!) brought to us by MAZON: A Jewish
Response to Hunger.
Many of us are familiar with Mazon as
the organization that we are encouraged
to contribute to at the High Holy Days or
at Pesach. It is the leading Jewish organization that fights hunger in the United
States, putting the values that we as Jews
embrace as fundamental to our tradition
into practice on a large scale. Mazon is
also a leading voice in anti-hunger advocacy, representing the Jewish voice of
compassion whenever benefits that help
hungry children, veterans, and others are
jeopardized.

hunger. Portraits are projected at each end of the table,
one by one, as individuals share their stories in their
own voices and in their own words. At the end of part
one, participants are invited to engage in activities that
deepen their awareness about the complexities of being
hungry and join MAZON in educating the rest of our
nation and advocating for change.

Rabbi Steven Sirbu

In April, Mazon will be bringing its message directly to Temple Emeth. When the 53-foot-long
double expandable trailer is parked and open on both
sides, it provides almost 1,000 square feet of interior
space to take participants on a voyage of awareness and
activism: to help them understand the stark reality of
hunger in America and to spark their commitment to
taking action that will help end hunger once and for all.

“This is Hunger” will be at Temple
Emeth on April 3-5, and I hope you will
dedicate an hour to taking the tour.
Because seating is limited inside the
truck, reservations are required. Hours
have been reserved for our Religious
School students, our Lunch and Learn
group, our teens, our trustees, and our
Adult Education Committee, but there
will be several hours during which the
program will be open to the general public. A schedule will be available soon so
watch your emails for your opportunity to
register.

It is important to mention that “This is Hunger” is coming to Temple Emeth at the initiative of my colleague,
Rabbi Joel Pitkowsky of Congregation Beth Sholom in
Teaneck. He serves on the Mazon board, and when the
opportunity arose to bring this exhibit to Teaneck, he
contacted me. It is yet another example of how collaboration between synagogues offers us experiences we
cannot have alone.

Inside the truck, the experience is divided into two
parts. First, participants are invited to sit at a communal For more information about “This is Hunger,” please
table and virtually “meet” real people struggling with log on to www.thisishunger.org.

HIAS RALLY
The HIAS rally at Battery Park on February 12th, a National Day of Jewish Action for
Refugees, drea ng crowd despite the cold, wet weather. Bus transportation was organized by
Laura and Dan Kirsch.

Photo by Carla Silver
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From the Religious School
BE HAPPY - IT’S ADAR
We have just finished an exciting month of Jewish new underwear for children aged 2 – 18 living in two
learning and living at Temple Emeth Religious School. remote villages in Haiti. Several Teaneck residents
will be visiting these villages in the spring
On February 3, 2017 more than 50 Religious
and will deliver the donations. A collection
School parents and children in grades K – 4
container is located in the Religious School
gathered with our faculty for a beautiful
office.
Shabbat meal followed by a meaningful famiWe now look forward to the month of Adar
ly service. At this Shabbat Service our fourth
(March) to continue our celebrations. The
grade students received their Siddur –
third annual Purim Skit – “I Am Esther” will
Mishkan T’filah. I am sure that the Temple
Dora
Geld
Friedman
take place on Saturday evening March 11,
Emeth Community found it to be a moving and
2017 starting at 6:30 p.m. followed by the
poignant event.
Megillah Reading. After the service, the fun continues
On
Sunday,
with our annual Purim Carnival. Wear your costume
January 12, 2017,
and enjoy the games, prizes, and a special “Purim
we had a family
Café.” Our students learn that on Purim as on other
education program
Jewish holidays, we share joy and happiness with othfor grades 3 and 4
ers. These Temple events are an integral part of creatthat included a
Tu B’Shevat Seder. We enjoyed the holiday with ing Jewish memories and a dynamic Jewish communiRabbi Sirbu, Cantor Tilem, and Adam Kohane leading ty. I encourage everyone to attend this fun-filled famus in text, song, and dance. We celebrated Israel and ily event.
“And the month was turned from sorrow to gladness,
creation, and we were reminded of the Jewish obligation towards Tikkun Olam – Repairing the World. To from mourning to joy.”
continue our Tikkun Olam project, we are again partB’vracha,
Dora Geld Friedman
nering with our Social Action Committee, collecting

The Religious
School Tu B’Shevat
Seder was held on
February 12th.

Temple Emeth hosted the Junior Choir Festival
this year on February 5th.
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Message from President Marc Chelemer
Unless one of us has been out of town or has had some Terumah therefore guides us by what we read—and
what we do not read—as to how Temple
kind of critical other meeting, Rabbi Sirbu and
Emeth will organize our own “Temple buildI have sat across from each other in his office
ing” model. First, we cannot and will not ask
every Wednesday morning each of the 87
of any household that it provide “gifts” (cash
weeks I’ve been your President, or have met
money in lieu of frankincense or blue
over omelets and coffee nearby. In all that
dyestuffs) that are unreachable or unattaintime, we have never talked about what we’re
able. And secondly, we will not put any limiwriting about in our articles, just that we know
tation or minimum on an offering. “One
we need to work on them!
small vial of oil” is willingly accepted, as long
So as I thought about inspiration for this
as it comes from the heart.
month’s article, I decided I would venture to
In a way, that is what we are doing now, as is
our Torah, with tentative steps. I have usually
been able to find meaning in nearly every par- Marc Chelemer shown in the chart below:
sha that bears upon the life of the Temple and
the Trustees and Officers who help guide it.
What would I find this time for the 300+ household
HouseholdsOfferaWideRangeofSupport
congregation as a whole?
8000
TotalOffered,FY2016(Dues,AnnualGiving,Tuition,BuildingFund)

By the intricate design of the Eternal One, or maybe
just the complex Jewish calendar and the additional
7000
“leap month” last year, the first parsha in March is a
near-perfect portion for all of us at Temple Emeth. It is
6000
Terumah…”Gifts”…the chapter which illustrates the
very principles we have been talking about for months
5000
as we collectively prepare to embark on the grand
experiment we are calling Voluntary Commitment.
4000
Here are the translated words of the first few critical
verses of Terumah: “Tell the Israelite people to bring
3000
me gifts; you shall accept gifts for Me from every person whose heart so moves him.“ The Eternal then
2000
articulates the kinds of gifts that are desirable, encompassing fabrics, yarns, oil, spices, stones, dyes, wood,
1000
gold. It is a comprehensive list. Then, when finished
articulating the Bill of Materials, the Eternal says,
“And let them make Me a sanctuary that I may dwell
0
0
50
100
150
200
250
300
among them.” These words, by happy circumstance,
AllTempleEmeth households,shownaccordingtototalamountcontributed
are inscribed on a slab of stone set into the entranceway
of Temple Emeth.
This shows the total amount contributed during the last
fiscal year (7/1/15—6/30/16) by each of the 300+
The rest of the parsha is a very detailed design, con- households in the congregation, ordered (for the sake
struction, and assembly manual for creating all of the of making a smooth curve) from smallest contribution
elements of a place of worship in the desert.
to largest. The point of the chart is twofold: First, that
there is no “mean” or “average” contribution that
What I find significant about Terumah is both that the everyone should align towards, and second, that each
Eternal does not include items which have no possibil- and every contribution is meaningful and contributes to
ity of being present in a desert environment, or having our overall financial health. For the mathematically
been taken out of Egypt. Everything on the Bill of inclined, what is important is the area under the
Materials might be found in the desert or as a posses- curve…that’s the total cash needed to balance the
sion of the Israelites in the things they carried. The budget…as opposed to the shape of the curve itself.
point is that the Eternal does not ask for what cannot be As you learn more about Trumat Halev – Temple
offered. What I also find significant, especially in the Emeth’s Voluntary Commitment Model – I encourage
Torah, which is replete with prohibitions and restric- you think about what your heart tells you is a proper
tions, is that this text does not EXCLUDE anything. and meaningful gift to the congregation. Remember
in the Torah, the gifts poured in so profusely that
Our Torah sometimes seems to have more “you shall that,
eventually
Moses had to say “Enough!” I am hopeful
NOTs” than “you shalls,” yet in this most vital text, in that our own
congregation’s hearts will be equally as
which we read about the construction of our first place moved to support this community with more prosaic
of worship, there is no text which reads, “You shall not gifts of money that we will have enough to meet our
bring Me such-and-such” or “You must bring AT budgetary needs next year, with some left over for
LEAST so-and-so.” A gift of one piece of plain cotton reducing our debt, setting aside for a snowy day, or
cloth, a single smooth stone, a tiny vial of oil, is just as increasing our programming and activities funding in
acceptable as a whole bolt of fine wool or a cartload of the future. Halevai…so it should be.
wood.
Marc J. Chelemer
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Social Action in Action
For the week of April 30th through May 7th, we will
once more welcome homeless families to Temple
Emeth. If you missed the recent opportunity to participate in the Family Promise program, we will be
hosting homeless working families during that
week. Especially needed are women who can sleep
over for the night. For more information, contact
Elaine Bergman at 201-927- 5147.

In March the Social Action Committee will be collecting Kosher for Passover foods to be donated to
Jewish Family Services for our needy Jewish neighbors. We will also be collecting new underwear for
children ages 2-18, which will be distributed to
needy children in Haiti through the Teaneck
Packathon program.
Very frequently the Social Action Committee distributes money donated by Temple members to worthy causes as determined by the committee members. This month, contributions will go to Planned
Parenthood and the American Civil Liberties Union.
The next meeting of the Social Action Committee is
March 5th at 10:00 a.m.
Join us on April 2 at 11:00 a.m.
after the Town Hall meeting, for our
Sunday morning breakfast and discussion with Andrew Silow-Carroll, Editor-in-Chief
of JTA, the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, who will
speak about the rise of the alt-right in the age of
Trump.
The cost is $6 per person, due by March 26th.
(After that date, the cost is $8). Fill out the RSVP
below for the breakfast, and return it to the Temple
office.
All are welcome to attend the discussion.

On March 4, 2017 Temple
Emeth will present
Meyerbeer’s L’Africaine,
with a live introduction by
Mark Shapiro.
You have a rare opportunity to hear L’Africaine,
the last opera composed by a leading Jewish composer of the nineteenth century, at Temple Emeth
on March 4, 2017 at 1:00 p.m.
Giacomo Meyerbeer (born Jacob Liebmann Beer)
was a German opera composer of Jewish birth who
has been described as perhaps the most successful
stage composer
of the nineteenth
century. Born to a
very
wealthy
Berlin
family,
Meyerbeer began
his musical career
as a pianist but soon
decided to devote himself to opera.
Meyerbeer's immense wealth (increased by the
success of his operas) and his continuing adherence to his Jewish religion set him apart somewhat
from many of his musical contemporaries.
Meyerbeer's personal attachment to Judaism was a
mature personal decision – after the death of his
maternal grandfather in 1811 he wrote to his mother “Please accept from me a promise that I will
always live in the religion in which he died”. In his
diaries he noted significant family events including
birthdays, not by their Gregorian calendar occurrence, but by their Jewish calendar dates.
The critical assaults of Wagner and his supporters,
especially after his death, led to a decline in the
popularity of his works; his operas were suppressed by the Nazi regime in Germany, and were
neglected by opera houses through most of the
twentieth century. Meyerbeer's works are only
infrequently performed today. L’Africaine was last
staged in New York City in 1934.
Fill out the RSVP form below, write a check
payable to Temple Emeth, and return it to the office
by March 2 to reserve a seat for this Opera
Shabbaton. Make your reservation early as we
expect a record crowd.
This event is underwritten by B’Yachad

RSVP for the B’Yachad Breakfast on April 2nd.
RSVP for L’Africaine at Temple Emeth.

Name(s)__________________________________
_________________________________________
Number attending: ___
Amount enclosed: $_____
Telephone:_______________________________
Email:___________________________________

Names:____________________________________
___________________________________________
Number attending @$30 __
Total enclosed: $_____
Phone:______________________
Email:_______________________
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The 2017 Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence Program
“The Jewish Experience Through Cinema”
With Eric A. Goldman, Ph.D. -- April 21 to 23, 2017
Friday Night, April 21 -- Shabbat Dinner* at 6:00 pm
Shabbat Evening Service at 8:00 pm followed by
Lecture: “Hollywood and its Jews”
Hollywood’s immigrant Jewish movie-makers created a new world of story-telling, yet continually
feared bringing attention to themselves as Jews.
Saturday Morning, April 22 – Torah Study at 9:00 am:
“The Coming of Age of American Jewry: 1945-1960”
How did cinema of the period--with the Cold War,
Hollywood Blacklisting, and the House Un-American
Activities Committee--reflect a fear of anti-Semitism?
What were the catalyzing events and who were the
influential players that brought about a change for
America’s Jews?
Shabbat Morning Services at 10:30 am
including “D’Var Torah Parashat Shemini and the
Power of Cinema as Text”
Saturday Afternoon, April 22 – Kiddush Lunch* at
12:15 pm followed by Presentation at 1:00 pm:
“The American Jewish Story through Cinema”
By analyzing select mainstream films from the
beginning of the sound era until today, one can use
cinema to provide an understanding of the American
Jewish experience over the last century. We will
learn how filmmakers created and packaged their

own unique concept of the Jew as filtered
through their singular consciousness. Film clips will
reveal to us a changing American Jewry through the
special lens of cinema.
Sunday Morning, April 23 –Bagel Breakfast* at 10:00 am
followed by Presentation at 10:30 am:
“The Shoah through the Lens of Cinema”
As we prepare for Yom HaShoah this week, we
reflect on how the United States and certain Western
European countries avoided telling the story of the
Holocaust in the years immediately after the war,
and why and how that changed. Most recently, such
films as Defiance, In Darkness, Inglourious Basterds,
Sarah’s Key, and Labyrinth of Lies show that this
film genre remains a powerful force for better
understanding the Shoah.
*Reservations for meals are required by April 7, 2017
(All meals are included for
Benefactors, Sponsors, and Patrons)
All lectures are free and open to everyone.
Dr. Goldman will also be presenting a special
program for our teenagers.
Your sponsorship of the Scholar-in-Residence
Weekend subsidizes this program.

Please return to the Temple office by APRIL 7, 2017 to TEMPLE EMETH
RABBI LOUIS J. SIGEL SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE COMMITTEE
Yes, you can count on me/us to be:
Benefactor/s**______ @ $300 per person
Sponsor/s** ______ @ $200 per person
Patron/s**
______ @ $125 per person
**all meals are included.
Please indicate the number of people who will attend:
___ Dinner
___ Luncheon
___ Brunch
Please reserve places for me/us at
(indicate the number of people):
Shabbat Dinner
____ @ $36 per person
Shabbat Luncheon ____ @ $25 per person
Sunday Brunch
____ @ $25 per person

Even though I/we are not able to participate,
I/we would like to make a donation of $ _____ to
the Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence Fund.
Name (s): _________________________________
_________________________________________
Address: __________________________________
City: ____________________________
State: _________________ Zip: ______________
Phone: ___________________________________
Email: ___________________________________
Enclosed is my check for $ ___________
payable to: Temple Emeth Scholar-in-Residence.
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Services and S’machot
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6th of Adar 5777
Friday, March 3

Shabbat T’rumah
Family Shabbat Service with Guest Storyteller
Marla Levine at 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 4

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - T’rumah, Exod. 25:1 - 27:19

Haftarah - I Kings 5:26 - 6:13

13th of Adar 5777
Friday, March 10

Shabbat Zachor
Shabbat Service at 8:00 p.m.
Shir Chadash sings
Purimspiel following the Service

Saturday, March 11

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service Bar Mitzvah of Kieran Wallach at 10:30 a.m.
Purim Service and Megillah Reading at 7:00 p.m.

Torah Portion - T’zaveh, Exod. 27:20 - 30:10

Haftarah - Esther 7:1 - 10, 8:15 - 17

20th of Adar 5777
Friday, March 17

Shabbat Parah - Ki Tisa
Music Service at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 18

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Meditation Service at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - Ki Tisa, Exod. 30:11 - 34:35

Haftarah - Ezekiel 36:22 - 36

27th of Adar 5777
Friday, March 24

Shabbat Hachodesh
Shabbat Service
7th Grade Leads Service at 8:00 p.m. Confirmation Class speaks

Saturday, March 25

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - Va-yak’heil - P’kudei, Exod.35:1 - 40 :38

Haftarah - Ezekiel 45:16 - 25

5th of Nissan 5777
Friday, March 31

Shabbat Va-yikra
Shabbat Service - Kol Emet sings at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, April 1

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - Va-yikra, Lebv. 1:1 - 5 :26

Haftarah - Isaiah 43:21 - 44:23
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For up-to-the-minute event information, additions, cancellations, or make-up classes go to www.emeth.org
A version of the calendar is online at http://www.emeth.org/monthly-calendar
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Good & Welfare
Condolences to...
Patricia Dunham on the loss of her grandmother,
Jennie Giaquinto.
Jim Nagin on the loss of his uncle, Steven Nagin.
Bill Graizel on the loss of his aunt, Sylvia Goldberg.
Mazel Tov to...
Linda and Ron Klempner on the birth of their
grandson, Moshe Laib; parents are
J. Binyamin and Chaya Klempner.
Mary Jane Tucker on the marriage of her son,
Andrew Tucker to Melissa Moyer.
Get Well Wishes to...
Doris Pape
David Kohane
Howard
Lieberman led
one of the
meetings that
were held to
present and
discuss the
upcoming change
to a voluntary
dues system.

TEMPLE TRIP
TO PRAGUE
AND ISRAEL
On January 22nd,
B’yachad Breakfast
speaker Ezra Korman
of Makor Educational
Journeys presented
information about the
upcoming Temple
Emeth trip to Prague
and Israel. Shana
Janoff and Rabbi
Sirbu also provided
details and answered
questions about the
trip.

UPCOMING PURIM EVENTS
March 9 Shalach Manot packing
March 10 Purimspiel
March 11 Megillah Reading and Purim Carnival
March 12 Shalach Manot distribution

Hasia Diner
presented a
lecture in
honor of
Fred Binder
entitled,
“Peddling
and Jewish
History”
at Friday
night services
on January
27th.
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CONTRIBUTIONS
ADULT EDUCATION FUND
Teri Binder in appreciation of Linda Poskanzer and
the Adult Education Committee for planning the
wonderful lecture in Fred’s memory
wishing Mazel Tov to Michael and Gayle
Goldberg on the birth of their grandson, Asher
in memory of her husband, Fred Binder
Rachel, Mike, and Amanda Eastman in memory of
Jennie Giaquinto, grandmother of Patricia Dunham
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Ron and Linda Klempner in memory of Harold
Chelemer, father of Marc Chelemer
COLLEGE KIDS FUND
Jodee and Larry Fink in memory of Mitzi Helfgott,
mother of Rachel Eastman
LIBRARY FUND
The Temple Emeth Book Group in memory of Howard
Guttman, husband of Jacqueline Guttman
LIBRARY BOOK DEDICATION FUND
Teri Binder in memory of Howard Guttman, husband
of Jacqueline Guttman
MUSIC FUND
June and Vic Cohen in memory of Howard Guttman,
husband of Jacqueline Guttman
Lucy Brody in memory of Howard Guttman, husband
of Jacqueline Guttman
Gail Turner in memory of Howard Guttman, husband
of Jacqueline Guttman
Beth and Chris Clarke in memory of Mitzi Helfgott,
mother of Rachel Eastman
in memory of Harold Chelemer, father of
Marc Chelemer
in memory of Theodore Kohane, father of
David Kohane
Fran Butensky in memory of Howard Guttman,
husband of Jacqueline Guttman
Marian and Rubin Ferziger in memory of Howard Guttman,
husband of Jacqueline Guttman
in memory of Theodore Kohane, father of
David Kohane
in memory of Harold Chelemer, father of Marc
Chelemer
Hal and Betty Ann Marcus in memory of
Abraham Breverman, father of Betty Ann Marcus
Dan and Joy Firshein in memory of Howard Guttman,
husband of Jacqueline Guttman
Susan and Marty Breznick in memory of Howard
Guttman, husband of Jacqueline Guttman

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Mike and Micki Grunstein in memory of our beloved
aunt, Sue Liberman
in memory of our past president Larry Lipsitz,
husband of Janice Lipsitz
Ron and Linda Klempner in memory of Mitzi Helfgott,
mother of Rachel Eastman
Teri Binder in appreciation of the Rabbi’s efforts
for the January 27th memorial lecture.
Lee Rothenberg in memory of her husband, Milton
Rothenberg
in memory of her sister, Dorothy Bernberg
in memory of Edward Fruchter
RABBI LOUIS J. SIGEL SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE
FUND
Nickie and Doug Falk in loving memory of Meyer
Millman, father of Nickie Falk
TEMPLE EMETH FUND
Janice Lipsitz in memory of Howard Guttman,
husband of Jacqueline Guttman
Barbara and Irwin Yellowtiz in memory of Howard
Guttman, husband of Jacqueline Guttman
Michael and Barbara Bias in honor of the birth of their
granddaughter, Sydney Ruth Bias and to her
parents Abbey States and Justin Bias
in memory of Howard Guttman, husband of
Jacqueline Guttman
Judy and Bob Eichinger in memory of Howard Guttman,
husband of Jacqueline Guttman
Jodee and Larry Fink in memory of Howard Guttman,
husband of Jacqueline Guttman
Fran and Frank LaBarbera in memory of Josephine Elliot
TEMPLE EMETH BEAUTIFICATION FUND
Carlene Fleishman in memory of Theodore Kohane,
father of David Kohane
wishing Judy and Walter Distler Mazel Tov on the
birth of their nephew, Bennett Harrison
in memory of Mitzi Helfgott, mother of
Rachel Eastman
in memory of Howard Guttman, husband of
Jacqueline Guttman
wishing Mary Jane Tucker Mazel Tov on the
marriage of Melissa and Andrew
Judy and Walter Distler in memory of Howard Guttman,
husband of Jacqueline Guttman
in honor of Peter and Ruth Adler’s 60th Wedding
Anniversary
Sue and Phil Keusch in celebration of Alyssa Wagshal’s
Bat Mitzvah, granddaughter of Sandy and
Herb Loft
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Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library
Monthly News Update: Fiction and NonBy Marion Wolf

ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES ACCREDITATION
What’s your preference—fine literature, thrillers, or ing.” Amazingly Silva wrote about ISIS attacking
history? The Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial France long before the actual attacks in Brussels and
Library has books for all tastes.
Molenbeek.
Michael Chabon’s latest novel is Moonglow. Chabon
is a gifted prose stylist, his talent demonstrated in his
previous works—Telegraph Avenue, The Yiddish
Policemen’s Union, and The Amazing Adventures of
Kavalier & Clay, among others. Moonglow is the
faux memoir of Chabon’s grandfather, inspired by a
real visit the author made to his own terminally ill
grandfather in Oakland, California in 1989.
Moonglow unfolds as the deathbed confession of a
man who has led a pretty wild life. As Michiko
Kakutani writes in The New York Times, “He is a
roughneck and dreamer, a pool hustler and a soldier,
jailbird and an engineer enraptured by the space race
and the moon shot.” He is a survivor of tough
times—WWII, the Cold War, life with a mentally ill
wife—who has left his family “a legacy of endurance
and an understanding of the magic powers of storytelling to provide both solace and transcendence.”

Daniel Silva is not the only perceptive and prescient
writer to anticipate issues that are on our minds in
2017. Louis Brandeis, confirmed as the first Jewish
justice to the Supreme Court a little over 100 years
ago, was also a visionary. His intellectual causes are
explored in Louis D. Brandeis: American Prophet by
Jeffrey Rosen. Brandeis championed the right to privacy and wrote “the most important Supremem Court
opinions about free speech, freedom from government surveillance and reedom of thought and opinion.” He was also a leader of the American Zionist
movement, convincing Woodrow Wilson and the
British government to recognize a Jewish homeland
in Palestine. Rosen maintains there is a great deal we
can learn from Brandeis today.
Jeffrey S. Gurock, a professor of Jewish history at
Yeshiva University, has written or edited 18 books
about American Jewish history. His latest is The
Jews of Harlem: The Rise, Decline, and Revival of a
Jewish Community. Did you know that in 1905
Harlem contained the third largest Jewish community
in the world? (It was surpassed only by Warsaw and
New York City’s Lower East Side.) Gurock’s grandparents lived in Harlem when it was a thriving Jewish
center, but by the 1930s they and many others had
left. According to Publishers Weekly, “Gurock
touches on every aspect of Jewish life—including
politics, labor relations, religion, and interactions
with gentile neighbors—as he traces the area’s development.” He concludes by describing the return of
Jews uptown to a gentrified Harlem in our own day.

Storytelling with nonstop suspense and numerous
twists is available in The Black Widow. This is
Daniel Silva’s sixteenth book with Gabriel Allon as
its central character. Jackie K. Cooper says in The
Huffington Post that Allon “is the Israeli operative
who will soon become head of ‘the Office,’ Israel’s
covert operations center. France soon comes calling
asking for his help in locating and eliminating a terrorist who is behind a major bombing in Paris. Allon
accepts the task and recruits a female doctor to help in
his plot to capture the terrorist known as ‘Saladin.’
Natalie Mizrahi’s voluntary role as an infiltrator of
ISIS is highly dangerous and will call upon her own
innate abilities to maintain a cover of being an ISIS
supporter. The book is a literary powder keg. The fuse
is lit in the first few pages of the novel and burns For your reading pleasure drop by the Rabbi Joshua
through the rest of the story until its explosive end- Trachtenberg Memorial Library!
CONTRIBUTIONS (continued)
VIEWPOINTS FUND
Nickie and Doug Falk in memory of Howard Guttman,
loving husband of Jacqueline Guttman
in memory of Julia Chalfin, aunt of Marion Wolf
YAHRZEIT FUND
Marian and Rubin Ferziger in memory of
Solomon Z. Fergizer, father of Rubin Ferziger
Carl Nahm in memory of Eileen Nahm
Carl Nahm in memory of Emma Nahm
Susanne Perl in memory of her beloved husband, Otto
June Moss Handler in memory of her mother, Grace Moss
June Moss Handler in memory of Seymour Yegelwel,
husband of Sydell Yegelwel
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Barbara and Michael Bias in memory of Ruth Pasvoll,
mother of Barbara Bias
Marlene and Edward Rosenbaum in memory of
Judith Yoskowitz, mother of Marlene Rosenbaum
Sue and Phil Keusch in memory of Aaron Keusch,
father of Phil Keusch
IN GRATITUDE…
Edward, Marc and I are both grateful and overwhelmed by the
outpouring of support, cards and donations in memory of
Howard. Howard was such a modest man that he, too, would
have been astounded by your many kindnesses. I have never felt
so much a part of a wonderful community as during these last
difficult weeks. Thank you so much. Warmly,

Jacqueline Guttman

Use this form
to send an
$____________Enclosed ($10 minimum) Fund Name_______________________________________________ acknowledgement for life
cycle events to
Contributed by___________________________________________________________________________
your friends
and family and
Send Acknowledgment to:__________________________________________________________________
at the same
time perform
the mitzvah of
Address_________________________________________________________________________________
tzedaka. Call
the office with
Message ______________________________________________________________________________________ any questions.
Contributory Funds – contributions are deposited in the Temple Emeth Funds Account and drawn for use by the designated committee

CONTRIBUTION FORM

• Adult Education Fund
• Adult Kallah Fund
• Albert & Mildred Otten Institute for Living Arts
• Beautification Fund
• Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Fund
• Children’s Worship Fund
• College Kids Fund
• Emeth Teen Community Fund
• Environment Fund
• Abe Golomb Religious School Scholarship Fund • Ilana Hed Religious School Fund
• Inscribed Prayerbook Fund ($50 minimum)
• Library Fund
• Museum Fund
• Music Fund
• Prayerbook Fund
• Ritual Fund
• Margery Rothschild Memorial Israel Fund
• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence Fund • Social Action Fund
• Straussman Memorial Youth Award Fund
• Temple Emeth Fund
• Torah Repair Fund
• Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Lecture Fund
• Viewpoints Fund
• Yahrzeit Fund
• Youth Committee Program Fund
Endowed Funds – contributions are added to principal held by the Temple Emeth Endowment Foundation with fund income distributed yearly
• Adult Kallah Scholarship Fund
• Grunstein-Liberman Endowed Fund • Honigberg/ Howard Religious School Scholarship Fund
• Lazar Educational Enrichment Fund
• Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Endowed Fund
• Alfred and Helen Levin Youth Award Fund
• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Endowment Fund • Νed and Doris Siner Music Fund
• Temple Emeth Endowment Fund
• Dru and Ted Greenwood Youth Awards Fund
Other Funds – contributions are used at the discretion of the recipient
• Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
• Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

Visit the Temple website at www.emeth.org
Contributions (continued)

Look no further…Temple Emeth can comfortably accommodate 25 to
225 guests. Your guests will enjoy the expansiveness of our elegant
entry hall, social hall, and beautiful outdoor “Garden in the Round.”
Our youth lounge is also available for rental. We accommodate
Kosher, Glatt Kosher and non‐Kosher catering.
Please contact:
Rochelle Rudnick
Temple Emeth Administrator
at
201‐833‐1322 or
rrudnick@emeth.org
Our calendar is quite busy; please be certain to
book your event soon!

Planning an event, meeting or activity at the Temple? An
on-line version of the “green form” for room reservations is
now available at: http://www.emeth.org/events/green.php

Located in the Temple lobby,
the Tree of Life provides an
opportunity to share life’s
special occasions with your
Temple family. Loved ones,
friends and members of the
congregation are able to create permanent
remembrances of their joyous events so that
future generations can look upon our yesterday as having been filled with hopes,
dreams and accomplishments. Order yours
now! You will enjoy visiting the Temple and
finding your leaf. To order, please call Rochelle
in the Temple office at (201) 833-1322.

Tree
of
Life

Memorial Plaques
This is a wonderful way to honor
your departed loved ones by purchasing a permanent plaque in
our Sanctuary. It will evoke fond
memories to see their names on
our Memorial wall. When you
purchase these plaques, one is
permanently placed on the
Memorial wall and the second
larger one is displayed on the
actual week of the yahrzeit. The
cost is $375 FOR BOTH
PLAQUES. You may also buy
and reserve plaques in advance.
See Rochelle Rudnick in the
office if you would like to make a
purchase.
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Summary of Minutes from the January 12, 2017 Board of Trustees Meeting
1. Administrator’s Report – Rochelle Rudnick
Rochelle will be attending the National Association of Temple
Administrators Conference next week.
NJ Direct Install Program / PSEG Program – ongoing evaluation
of energy audits to reduce lighting and HVAC costs.
2. Treasurer’s Report – Larry Silver
Budget Projections: Annual Giving Income - $2,000 over budget
($59,000 vs. $57,000).
Rental (other than Bergenfield Board of Education) - $3,000
under budget ($53,000 vs. $56,000).
The population of the Logos Korean Church is declining.
Status of Building and Maintenance will be reported next month.
3. Financial Secretary’s Report – Jim Sandler
2015-2016 Cash Collected: $387,000 – Dues;
$65,000 – Annual Giving;
$10,000 – Religious School
4. Dora Geld Friedman – Religious School Historical and
Current Perspective
Dora has been our Religious School Educator for sixteen years.
Many of the teachers have been with Dora for sixteen years.
Dora’s comments included:
Currently 47 students, population steady for past four years.
Goal: for students to become knowledgeable Jewish adults.
Professional teachers and staff, high-level of education.
Encourage strong interaction between students/teachers/parents.
Teaching of Jewish history and values through friendship, respect,
Tikkun Olam, prayer, and peace.
5. Rabbi Sirbu’s Report
Rabbi Sirbu collaborated with Rabbi Joel Pitkowsky of
Congregation Beth Sholom of Teaneck about hosting the “Mazon
Truck” in our parking lot between April 3 and 5. This is a mobile
classroom used to educate the public about hunger issues. The
congregation/committees will be encouraged to visit.
January 28 – URJ Shabbaton in Bloomfield, NJ. Rabbi Sirbu
will be teaching a class.

February 11 – Sweet Tastes of Torah, Temple Beth Rishon, celebrating Shabbat Shira and Tu B’Shevat (music and trees)
6. Voluntary Commitment Model Update – Lynn Chaiken
Presentations have been made to the Board, Ritual, Finance, and
Religious School. Future presentations are being scheduled at
Temple and congregant’s homes. “Nuts and Bolts” continuously
fine tuning the presentation based on feedback
7. Proposed Constitutional Amendment – Seth Ginsberg
Seth, Flip, Amy, and Risa reviewed the Constitution, Bylaws, and
Policy Manual.
Motion - The Board unanimously approved the motion to bring
the below stated Constitutional Amendment to the Annual
Congregational meeting for the congregation’s vote
Temple Emeth Proposed Constitutional Amendment
Membership
For the Board of Trustees’ consideration is the following
proposed amendment allowing non-Jewish members to vote at
Congregational meetings:
Article II
Membership
Section 1.
Temple Emeth welcomes as a member any Jew,
by Reform definition, eighteen years of age or older. The nonJewish spouse, or partner in a committed relationship, of any member shall also be a member of the Congregation and such membership shall survive the termination of the marriage or committed
relationship. Non-Jewish members shall have the right to vote at
Congregational Meetings and all other rights and privileges of
Membership in the Congregation, except (a) as limited by Article
VI Section 2; and (b) as limited by the Board of Trustees with
respect to (i) participation in certain religious rituals, and (ii) serving
in certain leadership positions.
Respectfully Submitted,
Michael Goldberg
Board Secretary

Committee Reports
B'Yachad
Gayle Goldberg
Please send us your suggestions for future breakfast
speakers and/or topics. Our next breakfast is on
April 2nd, featuring Andrew Silow-Carroll,
Editor-in-Chief of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency
(JTA).
House
Sue Keusch
Judy Distler and I have been researching folding
chairs that we can afford and that will be kinder to
our tushes than the white resin objects of torture we
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now use. (We need to begin replacing chairs in any
event as the older ones are breaking at an increasing rate.) Contributions to the Beautification Fund
can be designated for chairs.
Teri Binder
Library
The Library Committee held its annual Shelve &
Schmooze library spruce-up in December. A large
percentage of committee members were there, and
they spent a productive morning straightening up
and processing pending work.

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, June 3, 2017
Elliot W. Steinberg · (201) 446-0839
Emily R. Steinberg · (201) 446-1034

Professionalism at its ﬁnest.
Buying or Selling,
Call for a No-Obligation Consultation!
Serving Bergen County · Tenafly/Teaneck Office
AWARD WINNER IN RESULTS
& CUSTOMER SERVICE
A Realtor for All Seasons
WENDY WINEBURGH DESSANTI

Elliot
Elliot W.
W. Steinberg
Steinberg ·· (201)
(201)446-0839
446-0839
Emily
R.
Steinberg
·
(201)
446-1034
Emily R. Steinberg · (201) 446-1034
Professionalism at its ﬁnest.
i0GBMMUIFEFDJTJPOTZPVXJMMGBDFXIFOCVZJOH
Buying or Selling,
PSTFMMJOH UIFSFJTOPOFNPSFJNQPSUBOUUIBO
Call XIPNZPVDIPPTFUPSFQSFTFOUZPVw
for a No-Obligation Consultation!

Top Listing Agent 2014-2015
NJ Monthly Award 2011-2016
Broker/Sales Associate
c: 201-310-2255
o: 201-541-1449x192
e:wendydess@aol.com

Serving Bergen
Serving
Bergen County
County ·· Tenafl
Tenafly/Teaneck
y/TeaneckOffi
Officece

We continue to be Jewish family managed,
knowing that caring people provide caring service.
GUTTERMAN AND MUSICANT JEWISH FUNERAL DIRECTORS
8005220588
WIEN & WIEN, INC. MEMORIAL CHAPELS
800-322-0533
402 PARK STREET, HACKENSACK, NJ 07601
ALAN L. MUSICANT, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 2890 • MARTIN D. KASDAN, N.J. Lic. No. 4482

Advance planning conferences conveniently arranged at our chapel or in your own home
GuttermanMusicantWien.com

Since 1954

Bergen County Reform Temple Memorial Association

Use the Amazon Link
on our Webpage
Support Temple Emeth by using our special
Amazon link to make purchases on Amazon.com.
Just visit www.emeth.org and click on the
Amazon.com button
at the bottom of each page,
then purchase to your heart's content!

A non‐profit organization
serving Temple Emeth
Burial plots at reasonable prices
Contact:
David Fox at (201) 836‐0260
Eric Loeb at (201) 692‐0211

Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad
in the Temple Emeth Bulletin
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Temple Emeth
1666 Windsor Road
Teaneck, New Jersey 07666
www.emeth.org
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED

Emen

Emeth

The Bulletin of Temple Emeth of Teaneck, New Jersey
A Member of the Union for Reform Judaism:
Serving Reform Congregations in North America

