
www.emeth.org

Temple Emeth
  

 
Temple Emeth of Teaneck, New Jersey 

An Affiliate of the Union for Reform Judaism 
Serving Reform Congregations in North America

Bulletin

Volume 76, Number 10          www.emeth.org          Elul/Tishri 5783/84    September  2023

Erev Yom Kippur   Sunday, September 24 
Kol Nidre Service 8:00 pm 

Yom Kippur Day   Monday, September  25 
Morning Service 10:00 am 
Junior Congregation 10:00 am 
Teen Activity 11:15 am 
Text Study 1:15 pm 
Family and Tot Service 2:30 pm 
Afternoon Service 3:45 pm 
Yizkor 5:30 pm (approx.) 
Neilah Concluding Service 6:00 pm (approx.) 

Installation of Board Officers June 23, 2023

 
Cantor Tilem with Secretary Marty Breznick, Financial Secretary Alan Winters, 

Treasurer Gary Richards, Assistant Secretary Marsha Sobel, Rabbi Sirbu 
Second Vice President Lisa Eig, President Michael Goldberg,  

and Third Vice President Stacey Butler. 
Not pictured: First Vice President Marc Chelemer and 

Assistant Financial Officer Paula Dillon

High Holy Day Services 2023 5784

Erev Rosh Hashanah Friday, September 15 
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 8:00 p.m. 

 

Rosh Hashanah First Day Saturday, September 16 
Morning Service 10:00 a.m. 

Junior Congregation 10:00 a.m. 

Teen Activity 11:15 a.m. 

Family and Tot Service 3:00 p.m. 

Tashlich 4:00 p.m. 

 

Rosh Hashanah Second Day Sunday, September 17 
Morning Service with Shofar 10:00 a.m. 

Healing Service 

Erev Yom Kippur  Sunday, September 24 

Kol Nidre Service 8:00 p.m. 
 

Yom Kippur Day  Monday, September 25 

Morning Service 10:00 a.m. 

Junior Congregation 10:00 a.m. 

Teen Activity 11:15 a.m. 

Text Study 1:15 p.m. 

Family and Tot Service 2:30 p.m. 

Afternoon Service 3:45 p.m. 

Yizkor 5:30 p.m. (approx.) 

Neilah Concluding Service 6:00 p.m. (approx.)

HAPPY NEW YEAR
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 From the Editor - Flyers are for the weekly or mid-month email and should be sent to  
Suzannah Mercado at smercado@emeth.org  cc: areiser@emeth.org   

Material for the Bulletin is welcome and essential 

for the success of the publication, but it is neces-

sary to honor the deadlines as listed. For the 

Bulletin, submit all material by 8:00 p.m. on the 

date of the deadline. Please submit all material by 

email to Barbara Balkin at bulletin@emeth.org and 

use Times New Roman font, 12 pt. in a Word doc-

ument file. For Mid-month mailings, all materials 

are due by 4:00 p.m. on the date of the deadline.

The Temple Emeth Bulletin is published  

 

Advertising Rates for Ad Size 2” x 3 ½”       

Member       Non-Member 

1 Month      $ 55                $  75  

5 Months    $250                $350  

10 Months  $330                $450  

 

For additional information, call (201) 833-1322 

monthly from September through June. 

¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨

¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨
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Message From the Rabbi

 
 

  
Poetry finds the words that are deep inside of us, as does prayer. The poems in Mishkan 
HaNefesh, our High Holy Day machzor (prayer book) connect the inner life of prayer with our spiritual 
journey as Jews. Temple member Sara Halman, an experienced poetry discussion leader, will lead a         
two-part Lunch and Learn presentation of poetry appearing in Mishkan HaNefesh. She will share why these 
poems were chosen and for which complementary prayers. This course will familiarize us with the poems 
that are presented, including those by W.S. Merwin, Derek Walcott, Mary Oliver, Wendell Berry, Edna St. 
Vincent Millay, and Stanley Kunitz. In the words of Derek Walcott: “Sit, feast on your life.”

Israel is on my mind. How can it not be? Israel, with all 

her complexities, has been in the headlines, highlight-

ing the challenges of being a modern, secular, Jewish 

democracy. 

Israel is a homeland to all Jews, but not all Jews are 

treated equally. 

Israel is a country of all its citizens, but some citizens 

have more rights and privileges than others. 

Israel is a democracy, but its democratic institutions are 

being challenged. 

Israel was founded as a secular state, in the vision of 

Herzl and Brandeis, but religious leaders 

and political parties have more influence 

with each passing year. 

Israel’s founding was based on the 

prophets’ vision of freedom, justice, and 

peace, but for too long Palestinians have 

lived under Israeli occupation. 

With all this complexity, with all the ran-

cor within Israel and the criticism coming 

from without, it is understandable to want 

to take a step back. But simply stated, we 

cannot. If we believe that our homeland—

the only Jewish country on earth—is stronger if it is a 

modern secular Jewish democracy, then we must par-

ticipate in this historic moment. Others can claim false-

ly that liberal, diaspora Jews have no say in the direc-

tion of Israel, but those claims gain credence only if we 

step away. 

Over the High Holy Days, you will hear about two 

ways you can stay engaged with Israel at this critical 

time. 

One is to donate to the Israel Movement for 

Progressive Judaism (IMPJ) and the Israel Religious 

Action Center (IRAC). These organizations represent 

Reform Judaism in Israel, and fight daily for the values 

we share. They have begun an emergency campaign so 

that we can support the many ways they are working 

for democracy and religious pluralism in Israel. Temple 

member Sam Gronner will speak on Yom Kippur 

morning about why this is important to us and our 

movement. You can make a donation by clicking here. 

The other is to come to Israel as part of our congrega-

tional trip in March. Our itinerary, which includes Tel 

Aviv, the Galilee and Jerusalem, will move beyond pol-

itics and religion. We will spend much of 

our time immersed in the rich artistic and 

culinary heritage of the country. And we 

will enjoy the hospitality of a Reform 

congregation for Shabbat. Click here to 

learn more about the trip. 

Rabbi Rick Jacobs, the president of the 

Union for Reform Judaism, recently 

encouraged Reform Jews to speak about 

Israel out of love. This includes support-

ing Reform Jews working tirelessly to 

ensure that our form of Jewish expres-

sion can flourish. It also includes criticizing the gov-

ernment, when its policies stray so vastly from what the 

people in the street are calling for. 

Israel is our homeland, even with its complexities. It 

has my love, and I hope it has yours. And from that 

love, we must find ways to make Israel the place we 

aspire for it to be. 

Rabbi Steven Sirbu

Exploring the Poems in “Mishkan HaNefesh” 
Wednesdays, September 13 and 20, noon to 1:00 p.m.
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Message from Cantor Tilem
As Jewish communities everywhere prepare to observe 
Rosh Hashanah, we join together in a profound journey 
of introspection and renewal. The spiritual voyage that 
we are on takes place over time, as we sail through an 
ocean of change and forgiveness beginning on Rosh 
Hashana, moving through the Ten Days of Repentance 
and culminating with the sound of the last T’kiah 
G’dolah at the end of the Yom Kippur Neilah service.  
 
The powerful concept of forgiveness gives Rosh 
Hashanah the potential to heal hearts, mend relation-
ships, and inspire personal growth.  
During this time of deep reflection, introspection, and 
renewal, we engage in prayer, self-assessment, and acts 
of kindness, seeking to reconcile our actions from the 
past year and realign ourselves with our own spiritual 
values and the needs of those in our community. 
 
At the heart of Rosh Hashanah lies the trans-
formative concept of forgiveness. We are 
encouraged to seek forgiveness from those we 
may have wronged. Just as we extend forgive-
ness to others, we must not forget the impor-
tance of forgiving ourselves for our own 
shortcomings.  
 
By recognizing the capacity for growth and 
change, forgiveness becomes a catalyst for 
personal and communal healing, allowing 
each of us to move forward with a sense of lib-
eration and renewal. 
 
The journey of forgiveness, which can be challenging, 
even treacherous at times, is also phenomenally liber-
ating and healing. It acknowledges the inherent human-
ity in making mistakes and falling short, paving the 
way for reconciliation and repairing fractured relation-
ships.  

As we hear the first call of the shofar during our 
Selichot service, we are inspired toward a forgiveness 
which awakens the potential for healing, enabling each 
individual to release the burdens of resentment and fos-
ter a sense of unity and compassion. 
 
Rosh Hashanah presents a unique opportunity for rec-
onciliation and fostering connections that may have 
been strained over time. The act of seeking forgiveness 
requires humility, empathy, and courage, as we seek to 
rebuild bridges and mend spiritual wounds. Through 
meaningful conversations and heartfelt apologies, each 
of us has the opportunity to mend relationships and 
reaffirm the value of unity within the community. 
 
While seeking forgiveness from others is essential, 
Rosh Hashanah also encourages the practice of self-

forgiveness. Each of us has the chance to 
embrace self-compassion and recognize our 
own capacity for change. By forgiving our-
selves, we put ourselves on a path of person-
al growth, inspired by the opportunity to 
make amends and better ourselves in the 
coming year. 
 
I wish you all a safe and successful journey 
of renewal, carrying with you hope for a year 
filled with compassion, understanding, and 
the boundless potential for positive change. 

 
From my family and me to you and yours and 

the entire Temple Emeth family, a sweet, happy, and 
healthy New Year!  

 
Shana Tova U’mtuka, 

Cantor Ellen Tilem 
 

 Cantor Ellen Tilem

Selichot Concert and Service September 9th

On Saturday, September 9 at 7:30 p.m., Temple Emeth 
will host a Selichot Concert and Service. The title of 
this year’s concert is “Harmonies of Renewal.” Josh 
Kohane is thrilled to be returning for a third year to 
usher in the High Holy Day season with a concert of 
songs reflecting the Selichot holiday. He will be show-
casing an eclectic mix of classic songs and new works, 
both secular and spiritual, that focus on the themes of 
forgiveness, introspection, and reaffirming relation-
ships. Josh will be joined by accompanist Tom 
Mustachio, Nate Lewellyn, and other special guests. 
We hope you will join us as we embrace the power of 
music in welcoming the High Holy Days with open 
hearts and joyous souls. 
  
Following the concert (at approximately 8:30 p.m.) we 
will begin our Selichot service, at which we reintroduce 
the melodies of the holidays and change our Torah cov-
ers to white. Both the concert and the service will be 
shown on livestream. 
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Message from President Michael Goldberg
Welcome to my first Bulletin article and thank you for     
taking the time to read further.  It is hard to believe that I 
have been President for only two months!   
 
My Journey at Temple Emeth 
Below is Gayle’s and my history at Temple Emeth. 
 
Gayle and I had been together a few years when 
we moved to Teaneck and were ready to get mar-
ried.   It was not too hard to find the Reform syn-
agogue in Teaneck, and we met with Rabbi Sirbu 
on Labor Day of 2011.   
 
When it came to the discussion of the wedding 
fees, Rabbi explained to us that for the same price 
of his services and the building rental, we could 
become members for one year.  This was a no-
brainer, but at that time, we really had no intention 
of joining a Temple; we just wanted a Jewish wed-
ding.  Needless to say, we left that day as new 
members with the Temple Emeth brochure in 
hand and a wedding date of September 25. 
 

A few days later, Rabbi called to ask who our two witnesses 
to sign the ketubah would be.  We explained that we were 
having a very small wedding – only my son, Ben, and 
daughter, Sarah, were our guests.  Rabbi explained that fam-
ily members are not permitted to be the witnesses, and he 
said he would arrange to provide witnesses for us.   
 
So, on September 25, 2011, at our wedding, we met our two 
witnesses, Mora Dora, and Marc Klausner, of blessed mem-
ory.  Marc even sang.  
 
A few days after our wedding, Gayle said that we should 
attend Friday night services.  I was still in the “no intention 
of joining a Temple” phase but agreed to go.  
 
I had never seen the custom of wishing each other Shabbat 
Shalom before the service begins, especially for the clergy 
to come off the Bimah.  As we were introducing ourselves 
to who we later learned was Carlene and all her wonderful 
friends, out of the corner of my eye, I saw that Cantor was 
heading right toward us.  Cantor introduced herself and con-
gratulated us, and like that line from a famous movie, “She 
had us at Shalom.” 
 
As it turned out we became somewhat regular at services, 
participated in adult ed classes and activities, joined a com-
mittee, and made so many friends in such a short period of 
time. 
 
A few years later we received a call from Marion Wolf.  
Gayle answered the phone, and I still do not know how she 
instinctively knew what Marion was calling about.  All 
Gayle said was, “Hi, Marion, I will get Michael.” Marion 
was calling on behalf of the Nominating Committee.  I 
would never look into this, but I sense that the committee’s 
first choice was Gayle.  I was truly honored to be asked to 
become a member of the Board. 
 
When I was asked to become the Third Vice President, the 
nominating committee expressed that they were looking for 
a candidate that would continue through the chairs to the 
Presidency.   One of the reasons that I accepted that position 
is because I was always so inspired during the Kol Nidrei 
service watching the Past Presidents ascend the Bimah and 
hold the Torahs.  Someday (actually 22 months from now, 
but I am not counting!) I would be honored to join this 
group of dedicated, hardworking, and caring individuals 
that are our Past Presidents.  
 
 
 

Strategic Planning Implementation Committee 
As I reported to you in my installation speech, after almost 
two years of Strategic Planning Steering, we are now in the 
Strategic Planning Implementation phase.   
 
The Implementation Committee will ensure that the resolu-

tions presented by the various subcommittees and 
voted on and approved by the Board will come to 
fruition.  These include resolutions related to reli-
gious school education, adult ed/lifelong learning, 
finance, building and grounds, membership/mar-
keting, ritual, and staffing. 
 
The Implementation Committee consists of: 
Stacey Butler, co-chair  David Fox, co-chair 
Marty Breznick 
Carlene Fleishman 
Karen Rappaport 
 

 

These committee members represent the Steering 
Committee, Subcommittees, Board, Past 
Presidents, and members of the 2005 Strategic 
Planning initiative. 

 
In Memory of Flip Bernard 
It has been a pleasure and an honor to have co-chaired the 
Strategic Planning Steering Committee with Flip for almost 
two years.  We truly worked well together, always dividing 
the workload based on my strengths and weaknesses and 
Flip’s strengths, for Flip had no weaknesses.  Being an engi-
neer, I look for the solution and endeavor to solve the prob-
lem.  Flip taught me about the need for and importance of 
“process.”  At Board meetings, I was always amazed at how 
Flip was able to see all sides of a situation.  Though she had 
decided not to continue on the Board, she told me many 
times that she would always be available to talk about my 
concerns.  I told her that I had already made her a Special 
Presidential Advisor.  She is truly missed. 
 
Meet our Temple Administrator – Suzannah Mercado 
Suzannah is responsible for the day-to-day operations of our 
building and grounds as well as being our office manager.  
She works closely with the office staff, clergy, and the lay 
leaders.  She received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Touro 
College, majoring in psychology.  Before joining us in 
December 2019, she worked at Touro College in the Grad 
School of Jewish Studies, the Carlebach Shul, Heichal 
HaTorah, and Etz Chaim in Livingston. Suzannah and her 
husband, Alex, live in Teaneck.  She has a son, Ben, and a 
daughter Daphna, who was recently married to Judah 
Mantell. Suzannah attended Catholic School in Memphis 
and converted to Judaism when she was nineteen.  About ten 
years ago she was accepted into nursing school to pursue a 
BSN as a labor and delivery nurse, but due to a lack of 
financial aid, she was not able to continue this pursuit.  
When I asked her about her favorite sports team, she replied, 
“I am not a sports person, but I did go to elementary school 
with Mickey Callaway, the disgraced former manager of the 
Mets!” 
 
High Holy Days 
New This Year – a congregational Break-Fast will be held at 
Temple shortly following the Yom Kippur concluding serv-
ices.  You will have the opportunity to eat a few minutes ear-
lier than in past years!  Thank you to Judy Distler and the 
Marketing/Membership Sub-Committee for developing and 
promoting this event.   
 
Gayle and I wish you all a Happy and Healthy New Year. 
 
Please reach out to me with your questions and concerns.   
 

All the Best, 
Michael Goldberg, President 

 
 
 

Michael Goldberg

Steve Clark 
Beth Pascarello 
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Ruth, Peter, Susan and Ellen Adler 

Vic and Ilene Anesini 

Barbara Balkin and Bill Helfman 

Larry Bauer 

The Berger Family 

Teri Binder 

Susan, Marty, Laura, Aaron & Nicole 
Breznick 

Elinor Buchbinder 

Fran Butensky 

Barbara and Richard Chittum 

Steven and Holly Clark 

Wendy and Dan Dessanti 

Hildy Dillon & Matthew Weiner 

Gwen and Marty Dubno and Family 

Rachel, Mike, and Amanda Eastman 

Sandra Ebinger 

Fran Einiger 

Nickie & Doug Falk and Family 

Jodee and Larry Fink 

Dan & Joy Firshein and Family 

Carlene Fleishman and Family 

Judy and David Fox 

Sharon Friedson 

Michael and Gayle Goldberg 

Micki and Mike Grunstein 

Roxanne Guiness 

The Halman Family 

Joan Knauer 

Florette Rechnitz Koffler 

Stephanie and Robert Kwait 

Frank and Fran LaBarbera 

Sabrina, Rebecca and Art Lerman 

Robert and Ann Levenstein 

Robbie Liblit 

Jane and Charles Lund 

Julie & Martin Mikelberg and Family 

Marcia Wities Orange 

Elaine Pollack 

Carole Rothstein 

Joseph Schwab & Bernice Golden 

Carla and Larry Silver and Family 

Marsha and Morris Sobel 

Shirley and David Sosland 

Ginny Wasserman 

Brenda Weiss and Family 

Arleen Weissman & Stewart Herman 

Judy Yablonka 

Have a Sweet, 
Joyful, Healthy, 

Inspiring,  
Meaningful, and  
Happy New Year

New Year’s Greetings

L’Shana Tovah 5784 
from your Temple Family
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Mix and Mingle

Learn 

7:30 p.m.
Sept 8th, 

Friday, Worship 

TEMPLE EMETH
Welcome Back Shabbat Evening Service

 Bring your kids and grandkids.
 Bring your family, friends, and neighbors.

 Welcome gifts for new members
 Surprises for young and old / Happy New Year treats
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Yom Kippur Break Fast 2023 
Monday, September 25th 

6:45 - 8:00 p.m. 
in the Youth Lounge 

Join your fellow congregants for a Break the Fast at Emeth after the conclusion of      

the Neilah service on Monday, September 25th at 6:45 p.m. in the Youth Lounge. 

Bagels, lox, tuna, cream cheese and egg salad will be served. 

Adults are $10 per person, Children (10-13) are $5 

and Children under 10 are free. 

RSVP is required by Sunday, September 17th.

COST:

Yom Kippur Break Fast 2023
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Temple Emeth is excited to announce our 
next congregational trip to Israel, to take 
place on March 11-21, 2024. Rabbi Sirbu 
looks forward to bringing a large group on this trip, and 
for the first time, Rabbi Rebecca Sirbu will join us for 
the first two days of the tour. 
 
For our first Israel tour in six years, we have partnered 
with Makor Educational Journeys. They have created a 
unique itinerary for us that focuses on art and cuisine in 
Israel. We will spend two nights in Tel Aviv, one night 
in Tiberias, and five nights in Jerusalem, including 
Shabbat. 
  To view our complete itinerary and register, 

click here: Makor Educational Journeys  
(makorjourneys.com). 

  
Feel free to email questions  

to Rabbi Misha Zinkow of Makor at 
misha@makorjourneys.com  

or to Rabbi Sirbu at ssirbu@emeth.org.

Harmony features an original score by the legendary Tony, Grammy, and Emmy Award winner Barry 
Manilow, with lyrics and book by Drama Desk Award Winner, Bruce Sussman. 

Based on the unbelievable true story, Harmony tells the tale of the most         
successful entertainers you’ve never heard of... until now. The musical tells 
the story of the Comedian Harmonists, an ensemble of six young men in 

1920s Germany who took the world by storm with their blend of sophisticated close harmonies and musical 
comedy antics. They sold millions of records, made dozens of films, and sold out the biggest theaters around 
the world, but their inclusion of Jewish singers put them on a collision course with history. What happens 
next is the story of Harmony.

Save the Date: Sunday, November 5th for a Temple Emeth bus trip to see Harmony on Broadway.

Temple members and non-members are welcome - Invite your friends! 

Please RSVP for the B’yachad breakfast by October 7th and pay $8 per person 
Use this link to pre-register: https://www.emeth.org/event/jewsonthechocolatetrail 

Or email byachad@emeth.org or return this form to Temple Emeth. 

Name(s)__________________________________________ Number Attending ____ 

Phone #______________________ Email address:___________________________  

Amount Enclosed______ ($8 per person by 10/7, $10  after 10/7 or at the door)  

2024 TRIP to ISRAEL

Join us for a B’yachad breakfast on  
Sunday, October 15th from 10:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

“Jews on the Chocolate Trail”  
a presentation by Rabbi Deborah Prinz,              

author of On the Chocolate Trail 
Rabbi Prinz will unwrap the role of Judaism and other religions in the trade,           

manufacture, and sale of chocolate since it was first introduced to Europeans. We will 
learn the surprising Jewish connections to chocolate in this gastronomic adventure. 

Books will be available  
for sale at $20 each 
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   TEMPLE EMETH                    A CARING COMMUNITY

 
  YOU CAN COUNT ON ME!  I WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

____ I want to join the PAUL S. LAZAR CARING COMMITTEE
 

------I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT TEMPLE EMETH’S ------
CARING COMMITTEE A FEW TIMES A YEAR BY:

 
____ Calling a house-bound or ill congregant
____ Visiting a congregant at home, hospital, or rehab center
____ Providing and delivering a meal (homemade or store             
bought) to a congregant
____ Driving a congregant to services or a Temple Emeth event
____ Lending medical equipment (please specify)

 
____ Assisting at a house of mourning by:
        ____ Helping at a Minyan        ____ Set up before
        ____ Attending a Minyan         ____ Clean up after

____ Baking or buying a cake for Shiva
 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE
____ I would like to join the Social Action Committee 

 
I would like to participate in Temple’s community outreach:

When the Temple becomes a family homeless shelter (specify)
____Cook for          ____Shop for                 ____Sleep over

 
I WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE IN OTHER TEMPLE ACTIVITIES

____Serve on a Temple committee (please specify)
____Help with a Temple event

____Bazaar       ____Shalach Manot         ____Gala          ____Other:
 

NAME: ______________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER: __________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________

 
Please place your completed card in the Caring Committee

box in the lobby or mail it to 
Temple Emeth, 1666 Windsor Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666 

Attn: Caring Committee
 

Questions? Email caring@emeth.org

TEMPLE   EMETH

A CARING COMMUNITY

Comforting
    Connected

         Committed

Complete the form and

send or bring it to the

Caring Committee box

at the Temple.

Comforting

Connected

Committed

Comforting 
    Connected 

  Committed  

I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT TEMPLE EMETH’S 
CARING COMMITTEE A FEW TIMES A YEAR BY:

Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Committee

SAVE THE DATE for the Trachtenberg Lecture 

on Friday, October 13th at 8:00 p.m. 

preceded by a Shabbat dinner 
Guest speaker will be Rabbi Barry Schwartz on the topic of  

"The Blessing of Doubt—Jewish Agnosticism" 
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Services and S’machot 
 

16 Elul 5783 Shabbat Ki Tavo 
Friday, September 1 Kabbalat Shabbat Service on Zoom at 8:00 p.m.  

 
Saturday, September 2 Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.  

Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m. 
 Torah Portion – Ki Tavo Haftarah – Isaiah 60:1-22   
Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8  

 
23 Elul 5783 Shabbat Nitzavim  
Friday, September 8 Welcome Back Family Shabbat Service at 7:30 p.m. 

 Saturday, September 9 Torah Study at 9:00 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m. 
 Torah Portion – Nitzavim  Haftarah – Isaiah 61:10-63:9 

Deuteronomy 22:9-30:20 
Selichot Concert and Service at 7:30 p.m. 

   
1 Tishri 5784 Rosh Hashanah 
Friday, September 15 Erev Rosh Hashanah Service at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, September 16 Rosh Hashanah First Day 

Morning Service at 10:00 a.m. 
Junior Congregation at 10:00 a.m. 
Teen Activity at 11:15 a.m. 
Family and Tot Service at 3:00 p.m. 
Tashlich at 4:00 p.m. 

 Torah Portion Haftarah – I Samuel 1:1-28 
Genesis 22:1-19 
 
Sunday, September 17 Rosh Hashanah Second Day and Healing Service                    

Morning Service with Shofar at 10:00 a.m. 
  Torah Portion Haftarah – Isaiah 5:5-6:13 

Genesis 188:16-33 
 
8 Tishri 5784 Shabbat Shuvah 
Friday, September 22 Shabbat Evening Service at 8:00 p.m. 

Farewell to Sue Keusch 
 

Saturday, September 23 Torah Study at 9:00 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m. 
 Torah Portion – Va-yeilech Haftarah – Hosea 14:2-10; Micha 7:18-20; Joel 2:15-27 

Deuteronomy 31:1-30 
 
10 Tishri 5784 Yom Kippur 
 
Sunday, September 24 Kol Nidrei Service at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Monday, September 25 Yom Kippur Morning Service at 10:00 a.m. 

Junior Congregation at 10:00 a.m. 
Teen Activity at 11:15 a.m. 

 Torah Portion Haftarah – Isaiah 58:1-14 
Deuteronomy 29:9-30:20 

Family and Tot Service at 2:30 p.m. 
Yom Kippur Afternoon Service, Yizkor and 
Concluding Service at 3:45 p.m. 
 Torah Portion Haftarah – Jonah 1:1-4:11 

Genesis 50:14-26 
    
15 Tishri 5784 
Friday, September 29 Pizza in the Hut at 5:30 p.m. 

Erev Sukkot and B’reishit Beginnings Service  
at 6:15 p.m.  

 
Saturday, September 30 Collaborative Festival Morning Service at 10:30 a.m. 

Followed by Kiddush Lunch in the Sukkah 
 

Torah Portion Haftarah – Zechariah 14:7-9; 16-21 
Leviticus 23:33-44
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For updated information, visit the website at emeth.org



Good & Welfare 
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The congregation mourns the loss of member 
Felipa “Flip” Bernard and sends condolences to 
her husband, Larry, and their family. 

 
Condolences to… 
Teri Binder on the loss of her niece, Rebecca Binder. 
Mindy Greenberg on the loss of her aunt, Roberta Robinson. 
Steven Nagin on the loss of his aunt, Joy Price. 
The Sirbu Family on the loss of their friend, Rachel 

Gordon Smolow. 
Marsha Sobel on the loss of her long-time friend, Carol 

Schwartz. 
David Sosland on the loss of his brother, Philip Shub Sosland. 
Loretta Weinberg on the loss of her nephew, Stuart Weinberg. 

Happy New Year! 

It’s a great time to start over - to consider what we as 
a community and as individuals can contribute to 
make things better. And, if you’re a Social Action 
Organization, to make plans. 

Preliminary plans for 2023-2024 include: 
Food Insecurity is an issue that is not going away. 
We will work on this all year long with renewed 
energy.   The High Holiday Food Drive is upon us 
- bring food every time you come to the Temple.  
Take a brown bag on Rosh Hashanah, fill it up 
and return it on Yom Kippur.  All donations will 
go to the Center for Food Action which serves 
most of Bergen County. 
 
             We will be adding 

• Education Sessions  
• Family Promise Walk-in Dinners (1-3) 
• A look at on-campus/student food insecurity  
• In the neighborhood/local issues 
 
Mitzvot of the Month - Our summer program asking 
people to contribute cases of water was a big suc-
cess, with many people contributing many cases.  
We will be adding more requests, targeting different 
needs. 

Other programs include: 
• Repro Shabbat – February 9, 2024 
• Earth Day Shabbat tbd – we always stay 

current on environmental issues 
• Refugee Shabbat – HIAS, NNJSC – 

February 2, 2024 
• Dove Lounge (monthly programs for 

LGBTIA Teens) 
            

Social Justice/RAC NJ Priorities 

1-RAC-NJ’s Learning Together Campaign, 
addressing equity in our New Jersey schools; 

2-RAC-NJ’s 2023 Civic Engagement work; and 
3-RAC-NJ’s participation in Power for Purpose, our  

national campaign addressing climate  
justice. 

 
Calendar – Next few Meetings 
 
Meeting Sunday, September 10 at 9:45 a.m. via Zoom 
  
Sunday, October 1 -  Food packing day  

         9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
 
Meeting Tuesday, October 17 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

 
JOIN US! 

 

 Social Action in Action

Mazel Tov to… 
Ann & Bob Levenstein on the marriage of their  
 
Suzannah and Alex Mercado on the marriage of  
         Suzannah’s daughter, Daphna Luchins, to         
                                       Judah Mantel. 
Deborah and Jim Veach on the recent Hebrew naming  
         of their granddaughters, Nia and Dani  
         (Rachel and Mayim), children of Zachary Veach  
         and Jenna Koonin. 
 
Welcome new members… 

Catherine Korvin 
Irene and Ryan Koven 
Ruth Slawson 
Arleen Weissman and Stewart Herman 
Andrew Wilson 

Judah Mantel.

granddaughter, Kate Faxon, to Jordan Lerner.



Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library  
Monthly News Update:   

 ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES ACCREDITATION 

From Truth to Fiction 
By Marion Wolf

What’s your preference?  Do you like to read true 

stories or do you like truths that emerge from fic-

tion?  I am happy to say that the Rabbi Joshua 

Trachtenberg Memorial Library has books to suit 

every taste.  This month we have for you a memoir 

filled with scandal, a novel based on a real-life 

event, and a best-selling work of fiction. 

 

The latest of Letty Cottin Pogrebin’s 12 books is 

Shanda: A Memoir of Shame and Secrecy.  “Shanda” 

is a Yiddish word for shame 

or disgrace (an author’s note 

tells us this is not a biogra-

phy of Shonda Rhimes). 

Pogrebin is one of the co-

founders of Ms. Magazine; 

she is an acclaimed writer, 

activist, and public speaker.  

She opens Shanda by shar-

ing her own long-suppressed 

secret.  And then she “expos-

es the fiercely-guarded lies 

and intricate cover-ups woven by dozens of mem-

bers of her extended family…revealing the truth 

about their origins, personal traumas, marital misery, 

abandoned children, religious transgressions, sexual 

identity, radical politics, and supposedly embarrass-

ing illnesses.”  After dealing with three generations 

of her own family, Pogrebin also examines public 

humiliation as practiced online nowadays.  

Pogrebin’s friend Alan Alda says her stories are 

“vivid, emotional, and unforgettable.” 

 

The Red Balcony by Jonathan Wilson is a novel 

based on actual events.  This is the ninth of Wilson’s 

books.  It is set in British Mandatory Palestine in 

1933.  A man named Haim Arlosoroff, who has tried 

to bring Jews from Nazi Germany into Palestine, is 

assassinated on a Tel Aviv beach.  An Oxford educat-

ed Jew, Ivor Castle, arrives in Palestine to assist the 

defense counsel in the trial of the two men accused 

of the murder.  Ivor is a political innocent, whose 

investigation of the crime leads him to wonder where 

his allegiance should lie: “whether he cares more for 

the law or the truth, whether he is more an 

Englishman or a Jew, and 

where and with whom he 

truly belongs.”  According to 

Publishers Weekly this legal 

drama is engrossing: “With a 

mix of intrigue, romance, and 

1930s realpolitik, the author 

immerses readers in Ivor’s 

initial confusion and growing 

sense of moral clarity.  

Historical fiction fans are in 

for a treat.” 

 

If you’d like to read a more contemporary story, con-

sider the New York Times best seller Tomorrow and 

Tomorrow and Tomorrow by Gabrielle Zevin.  The 

author’s other nine books have been translated into 

numerous languages.  In this novel 

Zevin delves into the relationship 

between Sam Masur and Sadie 

Green, who meet as children with 

a shared love of video games.  

They reconnect in college and 

together create their own wildly 

successful video game.  This is the 

beginning of a long partnership 

with a lot of ups and downs.  It is not necessary to 

play video games or have any understanding of that 

world to enjoy this well-written book that covers 30 

years of these characters’ lives.  The themes are uni-

versal:  the nature of identity, the roles of disability 

and failure in our lives, creativity, the redemptive 

possibilities in play, and our need to connect. 

 

Whether you like fiction or nonfiction, come to the 

Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library to find 

your next book. 

If you would like to borrow any of these books or DVDs from the Temple library contact            

Teri Binder at twbinder@aol.com or Marion Wolf at marionewolf@yahoo.com.
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ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
Susan and Marty Breznick thank Michael Dillon for 

all his efforts 
Elinor Buchbinder wishes Mary Jane Tucker a Mazel 

Tov on the Bar Mitzvah of her grandson, Micah 
 
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Gayle and Michael Goldberg wish the Cantor and 

her family a happy and healthy new year 
Brenda Weiss in gratitude to Cantor Tilem for her 

caring, guidance, and support 
 
EMETH TEEN COMMUNITY FUND 
Michael and Gayle Goldberg wish a Mazel Tov to 

Eric Zaretsky and Yoshiko Niiya on the Bar 
Mitzvah of their son, Zander 

 
JANICE PRESCHEL SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
 
In memory of Felipa “Flip” Bernard, beloved  

wife of Larry Bernard 
Teri Binder 
Susan and Marty Breznick 
Phylis Burman and Karen Rappaport 
Steve and Holly Clark 
Wendy and Dan Dessanti 
Hildy Dillon and Matthew Weiner 
Judy Distler 
Judy Eichinger 
Pam and Jeff Etzin 
Nickie and Doug Falk 
Larry and Jodee Fink 
Judy and David Fox 
Michael and Gayle Goldberg 
Henry and Karyle Goldstein 
Shana Greenblatt Janoff and Greg Janoff 
Beth and Larry Lewis 
Elaine Nissen and Linda Kochenburger 
Carla and Larry Silver 
Marsha and Morris Sobel 
Mary Jane Tucker 
Julie Weisman and Stephen Friedman 
 
Teri Binder wishes Mary Jane Tucker a Mazel Tov 

on the Bar Mitzvah of her grandson, Micah 
in memory of her beloved father, Benjamin 
Weinberger 
in memory of her beloved niece, Rebecca Binder 

Elinor Buchbinder congratulates Judy Distler on her 
granddaughter Madison’s graduation from 
college 

Paula and Michael Dillon in honor of Michael 
Goldberg becoming President, the outgoing 
members of the Board of Trustees, and the 
incoming Board 

Carlene Fleishman wishes Michael Goldberg a 
Mazel Tov on becoming President of Temple 
Emeth 

Michael and Gayle Goldberg wish a Mazel Tov to 
Suzannah and Alex Mercado on the wedding 
of Suzannah’s daughter, Daphna 

CONTRIBUTIONS
Janice Lipsitz in memory of Philip Shub Sosland, 

beloved brother of David Sosland 
Nancy Mednick in memory of her beloved husband, 

Edward Mednick 
Brenda Weiss wishes a Mazel Tov to Suzannah and 

Alex Mercado on the wedding of Suzannah’s 
daughter, Daphna 

 

LIBRARY FUND 
Carol Aerenson in memory of her beloved mother, 

Marjorie Aerenson, and beloved aunt, Helen 
Gurwitt Saltzman 

Teri Binder in appreciation of Mora Dora for all her 
devotion to Temple Emeth students 
wishes a Mazel Tov to Danielle and Jamey 
Feuer on the Confirmation of their daughter, 
Emma 
wishes Rabbi Sirbu Congratulations on receiving 
an honorary doctorate and celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of his ordination 

Elinor Buchbinder in memory of Lorraine 
Weinberger, beloved aunt of Teri Binder 

Carlene Fleishman in honor of Judy Distler, a 
Woman of Valor 
in memory of Lorraine Weinberger, beloved 
aunt of Teri Binder 
in memory of Rebecca Binder, beloved niece 
of Teri Binder 

Michael and Gayle Goldberg wish a Mazel Tov to 
Brenda and Al Kravitz on their 60th wedding 
anniversary 

Julie Weisman and Stephen Friedman in memory 
of Julie’s beloved mother, Brenda Weisman 

 

MUSIC FUND 
Susan and Marty Breznick thank Carol Shansky for 

an enjoyable concert 
 
PRAYERBOOK FUND 
Debbie and Michael Newman 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Larry Bauer in memory of his beloved mother, 

Ellen Bauer 
Teri Binder in memory of Philip Shub Sosland, 

beloved brother of David Sosland 
Steve and Holly Clark wish Rabbi Sirbu a Mazel 

Tov on receiving an honorary doctorate from 
Hebrew Union College 

Hildy Dillon and Matthew Weiner in memory of 

Hildy’s beloved mother, Renee “Honey” Dillon 

Judy Distler in memory of Philip Shub Sosland, 
beloved brother of David Sosland 

Bruce and Rhonda Freund in memory of Bruce’s 
beloved father, Solomon Freund     
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CONTRIBUTIONS

Gayle and Michael Goldberg wish Rabbi Sirbu a 
Mazel Tov on receiving an honorary doctorate 
from Hebrew Union College 
wish Rabbi Sirbu and his family a happy and 
healthy new year 

Karen Rappaport and Phylis Burman thank Rabbi 
Sirbu for his leadership of the annual Temple 
Emeth Pride Service 

Linda and Jim Rothenberg in memory of Philip 
Shub Sosland, beloved brother of David Sosland      

Carla and Larry Silver wish Rabbi Sirbu a Mazel 
Tov on receiving an honorary doctorate from 
Hebrew Union College 

Marsha and Morris Sobel in honor of Rabbi Sirbu’s 
25th year in the Rabbinate and on his receiving 
an Honorary Doctorate from Hebrew Union 
College 
in memory of Morris’ beloved father, Charles 
Sobel, and beloved mother, Bessie Sobel 

David and Shirley Sosland with gratitude to Rabbi Sirbu 
Sharon and Art Vatsky in memory of Philip Shub 

Sosland, beloved brother of David Sosland 
Deborah and James Veach in honor of their 

grandchild’s baby naming 
Brenda Weiss in memory of Philip Shub Sosland, 

beloved brother of David Sosland
thanks Rabbi Sirbu for his caring and support 

Sydell Yegelwel in honor of Rabbi Sirbu’s 25th year 
in the Rabbinate 

 

RABBI LOUIS J. SIGEL ENDOWMENT FUND 
Judy and David Fox in memory of their beloved 

father, Rabbi Louis J. Sigel 
Judy and David Fox in memory of Philip Shub 

Sosland, beloved brother of David Sosland 
 
REPLACE THE ROOF 
Nickie and Doug Falk wish Michael Goldberg a 

Mazel Tov as the new Temple Emeth President 
 

MARGERY ROTHSCHILD ISRAEL FUND 
Susan and Marty Breznick in memory of Gidon 

Yablonka, beloved husband of Judy Yablonka 
 

STREAMING FUND 
Eva and Larry Tobias with gratitude 
 

TEMPLE EMETH FUND 
Jamie and Gary Adler in honor of the 15th anniversary 

of their membership at Temple Emeth 
Judy Distler wishes a Mazel Tov to Suzannah and 

Alex Mercado on the marriage of Suzannah’s 
daughter, Daphna, to Judah 

Carlene Fleishman wishes a Mazel Tov to Suzannah 
and Alex Mercado on the marriage of 
Suzannah’s daughter, Daphna, to Judah 

 

David and Judy Fox wish a Mazel Tov to Suzannah 
and Alex Mercado on the marriage of 
Suzannah’s daughter, Daphna, to Judah 

Dora Geld Friedman 
Vera Horowytz 
Fran and Frank LaBarbera 
 
VIEWPOINTS FUND 
Michael and Paula Dillon in memory of Felipa 

“Flip” Bernard, beloved wife of Larry Bernard 
Karen Rappaport and Phylis Burman thank Deb 

Guston for speaking and Josh Kohane for 
sharing his voice to enhance the annual 
Temple Emeth Pride Service 

 
YAHRZEIT FUND 
Susan and Marty Breznick in memory of Susan’s 

beloved father, Philip Levine, and beloved 
cousin, Audrey Silverman 

Fran Butensky in memory of her beloved sister, 
Joyce Himelman 

Fran Butensky in memory of her beloved mother, 
Mollie Will 

Judy and David Fox in memory of their beloved 
father, Kenneth Fox, and beloved mother, 
Edith Fox 

Laurie and George Fox in memory of Laurie’s 
beloved mother, Sylvia Goldenbach  

Laurie and George Fox in memory of George’s 
beloved mother, Bella Fox, and beloved father, 
Abraham Fox 

Gayle and Michael Goldberg in memory of 
Michael’s beloved mother, Lorraine Goldberg 

Sue Keusch in memory of her beloved father, 
Anthony Hammel, and her beloved mother-in-
law, Claire Keusch 

Barbara Kornfeld in memory of her beloved father, 
Spencer Gibbs, and beloved mother, Dorothy 
Gibbs 

Stephanie and Robert Kwait in memory of their 
beloved sister-in-law, Julie Kwait, and 
Stephanie’s beloved grandmother, Rose Zappin 

Karen Rappaport 
Mona Rubin in memory of her beloved mother, 

Elaine Hyman 
Mary Jane Tucker in memory of her beloved father, 

Harry Albert 
James and Deborah Veach in memory of Deborah’s 

beloved grandmother, Dvora Tsukerman 
Virginia Wasserman in memory of her beloved 

mother, Lillian Koslow 
Irwin Yellowitz in memory of his beloved father, 

Mitchell Yellowitz 

Guest speaker Eitan 
Kastner discussed 
"American Jewish History 
in Eight Synagogues" at  
the B’yachad breakfast 
on July 9th.
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          Temple Emeth Book Group Selections 2023-24

September 20th    Angle of Repose by Wallace Stegner       
October 18th  Meet Me at the Museum by Anne Youngson    
November 15th  Master Slave Husband Wife by Llyon Woo     
December 20th  Sadness is a White Bird by Moriel Rothnam-Zecher 
January 17th   Horse by Geraldine Brooks       
February 21st  Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus        
March 20th  More Than I Love My Life by David Grossman    
April 17th   Go As A River by Shelley Read         
May 15th  The Postcard by Anne Berest 
 
June 15 Planning Meeting              

Movies That Mattered

Last year, we were introduced to Eugene Morris Jerome 
and his close-knit Brooklyn Jewish Family when we 
screened “Brighton Beach Memoirs.” 
We will be screening the second part of Neil Simon's 
semi-autobiographical trilogy, “Biloxi Blues” which    
follows Eugene as he is sent to army training camp in 
Biloxi, Mississippi.

The next movie is “Biloxi Blues”  
on Tuesday, October 3 at 7:30 p.m.

Refreshments will be served.

Please consider sponsoring an oneg on a 
Friday night. Let the Temple family share 

your joy. You may bake, buy, or pay (temple) 
to do something special or recognize  

someone - for a birthday, anniversary, birth, 
graduation, marriage, or - just because! 

  
  Let us tell you more. . . Email or call  
  Mary Jane Tucker mintyat@aol.com 

201.488.2552 or  
  Judy Distler jam1026@aol.com  

201.519.5064 - cell.   
We hope to hear from you! 

RIDES to TEMPLE SERVICES AND EVENTS CELEBRATE A 

SIMCHA ON 

SHABBAT

Lenny Hort presented the 

first public reading of his 

play “Chicken Dance” 

with a cast of performers 

on July 23rd, followed 

by a discussion.

MOVIES THAT 
MATTERED

 
Did you know that the Paul S. Lazar 
Caring Committee has a fund to pay 
for Uber/Lyft rides to services and 
Temple events for members? 
 
Please contact caring@emeth.org or 
call the Temple office at 201-833-1322 
at least two days in advance if you 
would like us to arrange a ride for you.

RIDES to TEMPLE SERVICES and EVENTS

RIDE?

NEED A 



17

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y. on August 17, 1905, Wilford Weill worked in the textile industry in Manhattan while 
diligently pursuing his true passion as a writer of short stories, novels, and light verse. The Wilford Weill 
Memorial Essay Contest was created by his widow, Ethel.  It is now supported by his son, Donald, and his 
grandchildren - Wendi, Steve, Jeff, and Kenny - whom he never knew, having passed away at the age of 50 on 
April 14, 1956. Until his death, Wilford Weill was a devoted member of Temple Emeth.

Emma Feuer Confirmation Essay Winner 
My Jewish Identity is one of the most important aspects in my life. Judaism to me is more than 

just a religion. It is a way of life, a mindset, and something that inspires me to work harder every day. 

The legacy of my ancestors pushes me to be a better person, to make them proud, to have their sacri-

fice not be in vain. To do that, I must make it through high school. The problem is, I might not be able 

to. In 2020, firearms became the leading cause of death among children ages 19 and below. Students 

like me, who are committed to changing this country for the better, might never get a chance to see what we can do, 

and what the world has to offer.   

One of the main causes of gun violence is the easy accessibility of firearms. The United States has some of 

the most permissive gun laws in the world, with an estimated 300 million firearms on the market. Many of these 

guns are purchased legally, with very minimal background checks or waiting periods. This makes it easy for people 

with criminal records, mental health issues, and other risk factors to obtain firearms, which then are used in violent 

crimes. 

Mental Health and Gun violence have close ties to one another, with many mass shooters having a history of 

mental illness. Individuals with mental health problems are more likely to use guns to harm themselves or others. 

40% of adult Americans own a gun or live with someone who does, so it is almost impossible to restrict access to 

firearms from people who intend to use them for harmful purposes. Improving access to mental health services and 

reducing the stigma associated with mental illness can help prevent gun violence by identifying and treating individ-

uals who may be at risk. 

In February, I went on the RAC trip and spoke to several staff members of government officials about this 

issue. I implored these people to once again ban Assault Rifles and implement mandatory background checks to 

make our country a more secure place. However, one must wonder how the issue has gotten so bad, that high school 

students from all over the country, who are trying so hard to not live in fear, come all the way to their offices in 

Washington D.C. to beg members of their staff for a safer life. I felt like my voice wasn’t being heard, that I could do 

nothing to change the outcome and trajectory of my future. 

While I was there, I learned that the reason we could not speak to the officials themselves was because of the 

overwhelming number of people flocking to their offices to implore them to fix these problems, who feel like they 

have no other choice or option. These include Climate Change, Antisemitism in America, and LGBTQ rights. Despite 

this, no major resolution has been brought up. In fact, it seems we are going backwards in history as the number of 

slaughtered students rises, and abortion rights are being stripped from women around the world.  

So far this year, there have been two scares of gun violence at my high school. One was a day in October 

where supposedly someone was coming to shoot up the school. All I could think about in my half-empty classes that 

day was knowing there was a chance I might never come home. The principal sent a vague email out denying the 

rumor, and nothing ever came of it. The second, was when a gun was found on one of the streets next to the school. 

We were in lockdown for about half an hour, and all of us felt like sitting ducks, confused on what was going on and 

what came next. Though these issues seem small in retrospect, they are unacceptable. My fellow students did not 

receive the same luck and mercy, did not get to come home and see tomorrow as I did. There were 300 shooting inci-

dents in 2022, 250 in 2021, and 114 in 2020. Concealed Carry is not enough. Metal detectors are not enough. The 

gun laws currently set in place are not enough. They do nothing to prevent the mass shootings in this country. It has 

been proven time and time again, as students are killed and young children slaughtered, that guns cannot be bought 

and sold like toys. 

The definition of Social Justice is a fair and equitable division of resources, opportunities, and privileges in 

society. This ties into the core values of Judaism, which teaches people to be merciful, just, and kind. Addressing gun 

violence requires more than just policy changes, essays, and speeches. It requires a shift in culture, in which firearms 

are seen less as a symbol of freedom and more as a tool that can cause harm. Gun owners must be held accountable 

for the safe storage and use of their firearms, and community members must be educated on the dangers of gun vio-

lence and how to prevent it. In the future, I hope to create change and prevent things like this from happening in the 

future. 

Wilfred Weill Memorial Essay Contest
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This is a wonderful way to honor your departed loved 
ones by purchasing a permanent plaque in our  
Sanctuary. It will evoke fond memories to see their 
names on our Memorial wall. When you purchase these 
plaques, one is permanently placed on the Memorial 
wall and the second, larger one is displayed on the  
actual week of the yahrzeit. The cost is $375 FOR BOTH 
PLAQUES.  You may also buy and reserve plaques in 
advance. Contact the office if you would like to make a 
purchase.

MEMORIAL PLAQUES
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Since 1954

Bergen County Reform Temple Memorial Association

A non-profit organization
serving Temple Emeth

Burial plots at reasonable prices

Contact:

David Fox at (201) 836-0260

Eastern Board of Realtors

2018 Realtor of the Year

award winner

Wishing you a healthy, happy &

prosperous 2022!

Broker/Sales Associate
c: 201 310-2255 (preferred)
c: 201 569-7888
e: wendydess@aol.com

Serving Bergen County for over

25 Years with Integrity,

Professionalism and Results

Award Winner in Results and Customer Service

A realtor for all seasons

Wendy Wineburgh Dessanti

Use the Amazon Link 
on our Webpage

Support Temple Emeth by using our special
Amazon link to make purchases on Amazon.com.

Just visit www.emeth.org and click on the
Amazon.com button 

at the bottom of each page, 
then purchase to your heart's content!  

Amazon helps to support the Temple
when you order by using the

Amazon.com link on our website.

Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad                    
in the Temple Emeth Bulletin

Visit the Temple website at www.emeth.org

Thinking of selling?  

Now is the time! 

Visit the Temple website at www.emeth.org

Since 1954

Bergen County Reform Temple Memorial Association

A non-profit organization
serving Temple Emeth

Burial plots at reasonable prices

Contact:

David Fox at (201) 836-0260

Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad 
in the Temple Emeth Bulletin

Amazon helps to support the Temple 

when you order by using the 

Amazon.com link on our website

Use the Amazon Link 
on our Webpage

Support Temple Emeth by using our special  
Amazon link to make purchases on Amazon.com. 

Just visit www.emeth.org and click on the 
Amazon.com button  

at the bottom of each page,  
then purchase to your heart’s content! 

Happy to help you with all your 
real estate needs including tax appeals, 
estate matters, and selling your home. 

A realtor for all seasons 

Wendy Wineburgh Dessanti

Award Winner in Results and Customer Service

Broker/Sales Associate 
c:  201 310-2255 (preferred) 
o:  201 569-7888 
e:  wendydess@aol.com

Serving Bergen County for over 
25 Years with Integrity, 

Professionalism and Results

President’s Report: 

Michael Robinson reminded the Board of the annual 
meeting on June 6, 2023. 
 Rabbi Sirbu’s Report: 

Rabbi Sirbu presented the Resolution from the State 

Senate recognizing Temple Emeth’s 75th anniversary; he 

reminded us to sign up for the ethics of eating chocolate 

program scheduled for May 21; he announced that in 

honor of EMS Appreciation week we will do a tribute to 

the Teaneck Ambulance Corps at the May 19 service, 

and that at the May 12 service we will be paying tribute 

to our milestone members and the religious school. 

Administrator’s Report: 

Suzannah Mercado reported that the Temple has 

received an estimate of $4,295 to re-stripe the spaces in 

the parking lot. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Gary Richards presented the budget and reported on the 

progress of simplifying the monthly statements. There 

was also a discussion about the process of how capital 

expenses are authorized.  

Financial Secretary’s Report: 

Alan Winters reported that the financial status of the 

Temple is not significantly different from the previous 

month. 

 
Board Approval of a New Staff Position: 

Stacey Butler moved, and Stefanie Stokes seconded, a 

resolution to create a position of Part-Time Director of 

Emeth Kesher/Emeth Connection at a salary of $8,000 

per year. A discussion ensued, and after a vote, the 

motion passed. 

Membership Marketing Update: 

Steve Clark created a comprehensive strategic market-

ing plan with the aim of promoting membership recruit-

ment and retention as well as rentals and education. The 

Board must consider prioritizing and budgeting for mar-

keting. He will prepare a timeline and more specifics. A 

motion was passed to adopt the marketing plan. 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees Meeting on May 11, 2023
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