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font, 12 pt. in a Word document file.

For Mid-month emails, all materials are
due by 4:00 p.m. on the date of the deadline.
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Message From the Rabbi
Jewish history has gone through periods of welcome,

when borders are permeable and identities flexible, and

periods of exclusion. The Book of Ruth represents a

period of welcome.

The story seems an unlikely one for the Bible. Naomi,

the mother of two grown sons is widowed. Her sons

marry Moabite women, Ruth and Orpah, but in the next

verse Naomi’s sons die too. And all this is in the first

five verses of the book. With no man to

represent and guide them, this family is an

anomaly. Orpah makes the conventional

choice and returns to her father’s house; he

will presumably find her another husband.

Ruth, however, chooses to stay with her

mother-in-law and to journey with her back

to Judah, their ancestral land. Ruth makes a

passionate declaration devoting herself

both to Naomi and her God: “Do not urge me to leave

you, to turn back and not follow you. For wherever you

go, I will go; wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your

people shall be my people, and your God my God.

Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried.

Thus and more may the LORD do to me if anything but

death parts me from you.”

By tradition, Ruth is the first convert to Judaism, and

these words are considered by many to be the moment

Ruth converts. I believe that is mostly true. The Bible

does not mention conversion as we consider it today,

because one’s national identity and religious identity

were essentially one and the same. Just as it would be

farfetched today to think one could convert to, say,

being Irish or Korean, so too would conversion to

Judaism have been considered. Rather the Bible

strongly implies that a woman takes on her husband’s

national identity when she marries, and then eventually

raises sons with that same identity.

So what happens when a woman who has no children

becomes widowed? Ruth is in a legal gray area. In my

view she is not so much converting as she is affirming

the identity she assumed when her husband was alive.

Without a man to make her an Israelite through mar-

riage, she makes herself an Israelite through kindness

and devotion.

To the author of the book, Ruth can seem to do no

wrong. She is obedient and a hard worker. And she

knows how to seduce a man without bringing shame

upon either of them. (At least I think that’s what she

does; the text is vague on the details.) At the end of the

book, it is established that King David

will be her descendant. There can be no

greater reward.

I mentioned above that this is an unlikely

story for the Bible. Most of the Bible tells

the story of powerful Israelite men. They

establish laws, seal covenants or lead their

troops into battle. Most of these same

texts portray other nations with suspicion

or worse. The Book of Ruth, by contrast, is about the

good that is accomplished when a Moabite woman and

an Israelite woman, both essentially powerless, form a

bond of friendship and love. The welcome Ruth

receives as a Moabite living in Judah is unprecedented

and uplifting.

The festival of Shavuot, which falls this year on May

16-17, features the Book of Ruth. There are many rea-

sons for this, including the harvest scenes that would

have taken place this time of year. But the key connec-

tion of Ruth to Shavuot is the sense of commitment and

covenant. Just as the Israelites as a nation commit

themselves at Sinai to a covenant with God, so too does

Ruth as an individual with Naomi as her witness.

Both the Israelites and Ruth had suffered prior to this

moment. Both must have been fearful of what such a

commitment truly meant. But in the end, both chose

faith and community.

Since that moment, the Jewish people have admired

Ruth for her choice. We welcome Jews-by-choice as

part of her legacy. And we pay tribute to her on

Shavuot, the day that celebrates the union of God,

Torah, and Israel.

Rabbi Steven Sirbu
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From the Religious School
Z’man Matan Torateinu – The Time of the Giving of the Torah

Greet every person with joy - Avot 3:16

On Shavuot we celebrate a wonderful gift, the Torah.
Our tradition teaches us that the Torah was “given”
years ago on Mount Sinai, but it is “received”
every day.  A rabbinic story explains that at
Sinai each of our ancestors heard what was in
his or her power to hear.  It teaches us that in
each generation we have the power to open
our ears, eyes, and hearts to the words of the
Torah and accept them for ourselves.

The stories, laws, and values in the Tanach
(five books, Prophets, and writings) are the
building blocks for Jewish life.  Each year as we cele-
brate Shavuot we re-commit ourselves to the guidance
of Torah in our lives.  Jewish ethics and values are
rooted in the Torah. Examples of ethical teachings in
Torah include “Love the stranger as yourself for you
were strangers in Egypt” (Leviticus) and “Justice, jus-
tice you shall pursue” (Deuteronomy).

As our tradition instructs us “Turn it (Torah) and turn
it again for everything is in it.  You can have no better

guide in life than it.”  In Temple Emeth Religious
School we study and experience the importance of

Torah in our daily lives.  We learn from the
Torah that we are God’s partners. 

B’vracha,
Dora Geld Friedman

Looking Ahead:
Friday, May 7 - You are invited to the Family
Shabbat Service, 7:30 p.m., when our teach-
ers will be honored.  Details will follow in
“This Week at Temple Emeth.”

Sunday, May 16 -“Moving Up” in the parking lot. (rain
date May 23) 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Watch your email for more information.

Sunday, May 16 - Erev Shavuot Service and
Confirmation, 7:45 p.m.
Registration materials for Religious School 2021 -
2022 will be mailed over the summer. Your prompt
response will help us plan for the new school year.
Thanks!

Dora Friedman

Please join us in celebrating Past President Marc Chelemer and Devotion Award Recipients: 
Barbara Balkin and Carlene Fleishman by purchasing an ad or tribute in the Virtual Fall Gala Journal.

____ $500 Gold Sponsorship ____$360 Silver Sponsorship

____ $180 Full Page ____ $100 Half Page ____ $ 36 One Line (50 characters or less)

Name or Business _____________________________________________________________

Contact Person (if business) _____________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________

Telephone______________________________ Email_________________________________

Comments____________________________________________________________________

To pay by credit card, please call the Temple office at 201.833.1322 
or make your check payable to Temple Emeth and mail, with completed form, to: 

Temple Emeth / 1666 Windsor Road / Teaneck, NJ 07666 / Attn: 2021 Fall Gala
Contributions to the Virtual Journal are tax deductible. 

QUESTIONS:
Please contact Gayle and Michael Goldberg, Ad Journal Chairs

adjournal@emeth.org

Temple Emeth 2021 Fall Gala
Saturday, October 2, 2021
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Message from President Nickie Falk

It is likely that the Temple will reopen to limited atten-
dance before we resume serving food and drink. If serv-
ices, Torah study, or other activities resumed in person,
but without the Oneg or bagels, would you be more
likely to attend, just as likely to attend, or less likely to
attend?
Only 3.16% of those responding said they’d be less
likely to attend if no food were served; 31.92% said
they’d be more likely to attend; and 82.91% said they’d
be just as likely to attend.

If the Temple offered in-person, outdoor servic-
es that are also livestreamed would you be
more likely to attend outdoors, equally likely to
attend, or more likely to watch on livestream?
31.01% would be more likely to attend out-
doors; nearly half, 46.20%, would be equally
likely to attend outdoors or watch on
livestream; and 22.78% would be more likely
to watch on livestream.

If an outdoor service needed to be cancelled
and moved to livestream because of inclement

weather, how far in advance would you need to know to
adjust your plans?
Most people, 81.01% would only need two hours to
adjust their plans, while 14.56% needed at least 8
hours; and 4.43% would prefer at least 24 hours’
notice.

What’s next?
The Officers have already established clear protocols
for those special lifecycle events that the Board has
authorized people can enter our building—Bar/Bat
Mitzvah, funerals, weddings, Auf Rufs, and
Confirmation. These include limited attendance, dis-
tanced seating, masks, temperature taking, and infor-
mation collected for contact tracking. We are now
investigating what possible changes to our physical
structure would we need to consider before letting peo-
ple back in greater numbers. The Board and Ad Hoc
Committee on Reopening the Building welcome your
continued feedback. Please email me
(president@emeth.org) with your comments so that I
can pass them along. 

Remember, our building is closed to members. If you
want to make a donation, pay a bill, or do any other
business with us, please email our Temple
Administrator, Suzannah Mercado at
smercado@emeth.org or call the office at 201-833-
1322. We are eager to help.

Until we reopen, stay masked; stay healthy; stay safe.

Sending virtual hugs…Nickie

Thanks to all of you who answered our recent survey
about reopening our building. We recognize that the
responses reflect your feelings about a moment in time
and that your viewpoints might be different in a month
or two. My own position changes daily, depending on
the news reports, and Governor Murphy’s and the
CDC’s daily press briefings.

The survey was meant to give us a snapshot in time as
our Ad Hoc Committee on Reopening the Building
develops guidelines to give to our Board as
they grapple with what will happen going for-
ward. So, what were Temple Emeth members
thinking as of April 16, the cutoff for respond-
ing?

Would you feel comfortable coming to Temple
if you did not know how many or the percent-
age of members who have been fully vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19?
40.51% responded they would feel comfort-
able, while 59.49% said they would not.

Are you fully vaccinated against COVID-19?
Of the 158 people answering the survey, 154 were vac-
cinated; 3 were not; and 1 preferred not to answer.

If you are the parent of a Religious School child, is
your child/children attending classes?
21.43% of our children are attending classes in their
school’s building; 35.71% are going to school virtual-
ly; and 42.86% are learning through a hybrid situation.

Will you feel comfortable in the Sanctuary if children
(those under 16) are present and not yet fully vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19?
49.37%  of our members would attend services in our
Sanctuary with unvaccinated children present; 37.34%
would not; and 13.29% preferred not to answer the
question.

What services/activities would you feel comfortable
coming to the Temple to attend?
The response to this question was mixed, with people
feeling most comfortable attending Shabbat and High
Holidays services.

If the Temple has limited seating for services or other
activities available on a first-come, first-served basis,
would you want to reserve a spot?
Email was the reservation basis of choice, with 62.66%
saying they would reserve a spot by email; 24.68%
through ShulCloud (our online database system that all
members have access to); 9.49% would rather call the
office; and 3.16% gave a mixed bag of other means of
responding.

Nickie Falk

Survey Says…What Members Are Thinking
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This presentation will be a short overview of her work as a visual artist and a discussion of how she got

into the project.  She will provide details of several of the synagogues that she painted at their best and

describe the communities that built each building.  Images will be projected throughout the presentation.

About Andrea Strongwater:

Manhattan resident Andrea Strongwater has been an artist all her life. Her work can be

seen in galleries, museums and shops around the world. In the past few years Andrea

has focused on creating exceptional art for books. Her first published work won two

independent book publisher’s awards. Andrea’s work is very diverse and includes art-

work for gift items, teaching manuals for women in Afghanistan, jigsaw puzzles for

Cornell University and lectures on her big project documenting synagogues across

Europe destroyed during the Third Reich.

The Zoom Link and Password will be distributed the week before the B’yachad presentation.

Temple Emeth B’yachad Breakfast via Zoom
SUNDAY, MAY 23, 2021 at 10:30 a.m.

Distinguished artist Andrea Strongwater will present 
"Lost Synagogues of Europe", 

her project which documents 83 synagogues across Europe 
which were destroyed during the Third Reich. 
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Services and S’machot
18 Iyar 5781

Saturday, May 1st Torah Study at 9:00 a.m. Zoom

Shabbat Morning Service at 11:00 a.m. Livestream

Torah Portion - Emor Haftarah - Ezekiel 44:15-44:31
Leviticus 21:1-24:23

25 Iyar 5781 

Friday, May 7th Family Shabbat Service and Teacher Appreciation

at 7:30 p.m. Livestream

Saturday, May 8th Torah Study at 9:00 a.m. Zoom

Shabbat Morning Service and Bar Mitzvah of 

Gregory Norr at 10:30 a.m. Livestream

Torah Portion - Behar-Bechukotai Haftarah - Jeremiah 16:19-17:14 
Leviticus 25:1-27:34  

3 Sivan 5781

Friday, May 14th Kabbalat Shabbat and Milestone Membership

Appreciation at 5:45 p.m. Zoom

Saturday, May 15th Torah Study at 9:00 a.m. Zoom

Shabbat Morning Service at 11:00 a.m. Livestream

Torah Portion - Bamidbar 
Numbers 1:1-4:20 Haftarah - Hosea 2:1-2:22

Sunday, May 16th Erev Shavuot and Confirmation Service at 

7:45 p.m. on Livestream

Monday, May 17th Shavuot Morning Service at 10:30 a.m. on Livestream

10 Sivan 5781

Friday, May 21st Shabbat Evening Service at 8:00 p.m. Livestream

Saturday, May 22nd Torah Study at 9:00 a.m. Zoom

Shabbat Morning Service at 11:00 a.m. Zoom

Torah Portion - Naso: Numbers 4:21-7:89    Haftarah - Judges 13:2-13:25

17 Sivan 5781

Friday, May 28th Shabbat Evening Service at 8:00 a.m. Livestream

Saturday, May 29th Torah Study at 9:00 a.m. Zoom

Shabbat Morning Service and Bat Mitzvah of 

Leila Kravitz at 10:30 a.m. Livestream

Torah Portion - Beha’Alotcha Haftarah - Zechariah 2:14-4:7
Numbers 8:1-12:16
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For up-to-the-minute event information, additions, cancellations, or make-up classes go to www.emeth.org

A version of the calendar is online at http://www.emeth.org/monthly-calendar
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Social Action in Action

We will have a Social Action Committee meeting plus two
events that might be of interest to you this spring.
The next Social Action meeting will be on Sunday, May 2
at 9:45 a.m.  Zoom information will be sent out shortly.

RAC-NJ 2021 Issue Campaign Kickoff
Join RAC-NJ on Thursday, May 6 from 7:30 to 9 p.m.
via Zoom for our 2021 Ban the Box in Housing
Campaign Kickoff.  About the issue:  This is the first
state legislation in the nation to prohibit landlords from
discriminating, sight unseen, against potential tenants
who have criminal records. It would prohibit landlords
from asking whether a potential tenant has a criminal his-
tory on an initial application for housing.  Learn more
about the issue from our partners at Fair Share Housing
Center, hear from Rabbi Hilly Haber about her volunteer
chaplaincy with our URJ congregation at Northern State
Prison in Newark, and join RAC-NJ’s strategy for action
to help get the bill across the finish line.  Register at
https://RAC.org/NJCampaignKickoff
Questions?  Contact Lynn Chaiken:
lynnchaiken@gmail.com

Join the Temple Emeth Team for the Jewish Family &
Children Services Wheels for Meals Annual Ride to
Fight Hunger
Temple Emeth is organizing a team to ride in the Jewish
Children & Family Service’s (JCFS) 11th Annual Wheels
for Meals Ride to Fight Hunger event on Sunday,

June 13. The ride offers 5, 10,
25, and 50 mile ride options, as
well as hiking for those who
prefer to walk rather than
ride.  Join us as we get out in
the fresh air, have some fun,
and do it for a good cause!
While JCFS has waived the $36 registration fee for team
members, we encourage team members to raise funds for
the cause. As you know, food insecurity is a real problem,
even in Bergen County, and as a community that prides
itself on social action, we are well positioned to help, so
get on board, and start pedaling for this great cause!
Register here:
theridetofighthunger.rallybound.org/Account/Register,
then view our team page here.
View our team page: 
https://theridetofighthunger.rallybound.org/emeth
For further information contact Team Captain Michael
Robinson, michaelrobinson.emeth@gmail.com 

Next up: 
Tuesday, June 8, 2021 is our primary election day!  In
order to vote, you must be registered as either a Democrat
or a Republican - Make sure you’re registered! Call the
County Clerk’s office 201.336.7000.

Tuesday June 29, 2021 is our next Family Promise
Walk-in-Dinner.  More details to follow.

What a great afternoon we
gardeners had with Emeth
Teens on Sunday afternoon,
April 18th. The garden is off
to a roaring start this year,
with planting of squash and kale alongside the peas
that were planted a month ago and are now up in two

neat rows. Tomato and other beds
were rototilled and are now ready
to receive the tomato, pepper, and
other seedlings that will be ready
for planting in mid-May. 

Many thanks to the teens for their
enthusiasm, curiosity, and strong

backs. Great job!!

The congregation mourns the loss of longtime 
members Nanette Badian, and
Joseph Pollack, and sends condolences to 
his wife, Elaine.

Condolences to...
Naomi and Gerald Weber on the loss of their 

friend, Judith Ann Berg.
Arlene Packles on the loss of her uncle, Fred Siegel.
Mazel Tov to...
Jody Eskenazi and Mark 

Pobutkiewicz on the Bar 
Mitzvah of their son, 
Sam Pobutkiewicz.

Paul Kaufman on the birth of his 
great-grandson, Gregory Edward Kaufman.

Michael and Gayle Goldberg on the engagement of
their daughter, Sarah Goldberg, to Matt Cecere.

Stacey Butler on receiving her Doctorate in Jewish
Education from Gratz College.                                           

Get well wishes to...
Meredith Alvaro
Susan Berlinrood
Dione Danis

Garden News

Upcoming Social Action Events
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Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library
Monthly News Update:

ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES ACCREDITATION

How to Travel During a Pandemic
By Marion Wolf

While we have been in lockdown for over a year, the

Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library has

been steadily acquiring new books.  Several of these

volumes tell stories set in places far from Teaneck,

New Jersey.  You may be stuck at home, but let your

imagination roam!

According to the Jewish Review of Books, A. B.

Yehoshua is “the greatest Hebrew novelist.”  His lat-

est novel, skillfully translated by Stuart Schoffman,

is The Tunnel.  It tells the story of Zvi Luria, a 72-

year-old retired engineer living in Tel Aviv.  His wife

is a respected pediatrician,

and their long, loving relation-

ship is at the heart of this

book.  Together they are fac-

ing a big challenge:  Luria has

the beginnings of dementia.

To stave off his decline and

stay engaged with the world,

he takes an unpaid position

assisting a young engineer building a road in the

northern Negev.  On the route there is a Palestinian

family living without proper permits among ancient

ruins.  A tunnel would allow them to stay there.

Robert Alter writes in his review, “A story centered

on cognitive decay and involving an encounter with

Palestinians that has fraught political implications

may sound a little grim, but it is characteristic of

Yehoshua’s fiction that most of this is rendered as

wry comedy—a strange sort of comedy that repeat-

edly highlights bizarre incongruities.”  The Tunnel is

both witty and suspenseful; it’s no wonder that it is

a finalist for the National Jewish Book Award. 

To Be a Man is a collection of

short stories by Nicole Krauss.

The New York Times calls her

“one of America’s most impor-

tant novelists and an international

literary sensation,” whose stories

“cross boundaries of geography

and convention.”  Esquire says

this book is “masterfully crafted

and deeply contemplative…an astounding collection

of ten globetrotting stories, each one a powerful dis-

section of the thorny connections between men and

women.”   Krauss’s male characters are fathers,

friends, seducers, and even a lost husband who may

never have been a husband at all.

Haim Watzman is an American-born, Jerusalem-

based writer, journalist, and translator.  Since 2008

he has written a column called “Necessary Stories”

for The Jerusalem Report.  From that column

Watzman has chosen 24 stories of Israeli and Jewish

life and compiled a collection also called Necessary

Stories.  Sometimes Watzman

reimagines historical encoun-

ters; at other times he shares

personal anecdotes.  Joseph

Skibell says, “Necessary

Stories is a quietly beautiful

work, haunting in places, gen-

tly funny in others, written by a

graceful, thoughtful, eloquent

man.”

Let your mind leave home with new books from the

Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library.  

If you would like to borrow any of these books from the Temple library contact Teri Binder at

twbinder@aol.com or Marion Wolf at marionewolf@yahoo.com.
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ADULT EDUCATION FUND
Judy Distler in celebration of the engagement of 

Sarah Goldberg to Matt Cecere

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Michael and Gayle Goldberg in honor of the Bar 

Mitzvah of Sam Pobutkiewicz

ILANA HED RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
Jodee and Lawrence Fink in memory of Dana 

Salzman
in memory of Dolores Rabin, mother of 
Marla Levine

Judy and David Fox in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of 
Sam Pobutkiewicz

JANICE PRESCHEL SOCIAL ACTION FUND
Susan and Marty Breznick in memory of David 

Kohane, beloved husband of Wendy Kosakoff
in memory of Janice Preschel

Eileen Carpenter with gratitude to Idajean Fisher 
and James Locke and thanks for the Purim 
basket
with gratitude to Rachel and Mike Eastman
and thanks for the Purim basket
with gratitude to Linda Poskanzer and Paul 
Rosenberg and thanks for the Purim basket

Jodee and Lawrence Fink in memory of David 
Kohane, beloved husband of Wendy Kosakoff

David and Peggy Gerber in memory of David 
Kohane, beloved husband of Wendy Kosakoff

Micki and Mike Grunstein in memory of their 
father, William Grunstein, and their uncle, 
William Liberman
in memory of Nanette Badian

Jackie Guttman in honor of the birth of Gregory 
Edward Kaufman, great-grandson of Paul 
Kaufman

Ellen Schwartz and David Feldman in memory of 
David Kohane, beloved husband of Wendy 
Kosakoff

Robbie Liblit in memory of David Kohane, beloved 
husband of Wendy Kosakoff

Mary Jane Tucker with gratitude to Larry Silver

LIBRARY FUND
Carol Aerenson to mark the 11th anniversary of the 

death of her father, Robert A. Aerenson

MUSEUM FUND
Judy and David Fox in gratitude to Barbara Balkin

MUSIC FUND
Susan and Marty Breznick in memory of David 

Kohane, beloved husband of Wendy Kosakoff

CONTRIBUTIONS
Harriet Cohen in memory of Robert Newman, 

beloved brother of Michael Newman.
Wendy and Danny Dessanti in memory of David 

Kohane, beloved husband of Wendy Kosakoff
Dan and Joy Firshein in memory of Fredrica 

Levinson, beloved sister of Jackie Guttman
Carol Kaplan in memory of David Kohane, beloved 

husband of Wendy Kosakoff
in memory of Bob Eichinger, beloved husband
of Judith Eichinger

Carla and Larry Silver in memory of Robert 
Newman, beloved brother of Michael Newman

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Peter and Ruth Adler in honor of Larry Silver
Paula and Michael Dillon for officiating at Paula’s 

father’s unveiling.
Michael and Gayle Goldberg in memory of Robert 

Newman, brother of Michael Newman
Linda Poskanzer in memory of Robert Newman, 

brother of Michael Newman
Nathan Ritzer in gratitude for the Rabbi’s assistance,

consolation, and support of his family in the 
memorial service for Bernice Ritzer

RABBI LOUIS J. SIGEL ENDOWMENT FUND
Judy and David Fox in loving memory of Nan 

Badian

REPLACE THE ROOF
Teri Binder in memory of David Kohane, beloved 

husband of Wendy Kosakoff
wishes Sandy Ebinger a speedy recovery
in memory of her mother, Elise Weinberger
in memory of her uncle, Morris Weinberger 

Elinor Buchbinder in memory of Nanette Badian
Judy Distler welcomes Lane, Evi, and Zigi Tobias 

to Teaneck

STREAMING FUND
Bruce and Yukie Bieber in the giving spirit
Dan and Joy Firshein in memory of Phil Keusch, 

beloved husband of Sue Keusch
Judy and David Fox in honor of the engagement of 

Sarah Goldberg to Matt Cecere
Carol Kaplan in appreciation of the planning 

involved and all the Zoom meetings which 
have kept us informed and part of the Temple 
Emeth community

TEMPLE EMETH FUND
Eileen Carpenter in memory of Richard Carpenter
Jodee and Lawrence Fink in memory of Marilyn 

Newman, mother of Maddy Wolf Eichen
Larry and Carla Silver in memory of Nan Badian
Fran LaBarbera
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Planning an event, meeting or activity at the Temple? An
on�line version of the “green form” for room reservations is
now available at: http://www.emeth.org/events/green.php

Use this form
to send an
acknowledge-
ment for life
cycle events to
your friends
and family and
at the same
time perform
the mitzvah of
tzedaka. Call
the office with
any questions.

CONTRIBUTION FORM
$____________Enclosed ($10 minimum)  Fund Name_______________________________________________

Contributed by___________________________________________________________________________

Send Acknowledgment to:__________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________

                                                      

Message ______________________________________________________________________________________

Contributory Funds – contributions are deposited in the Temple Emeth Funds Account and drawn for use by the designated committee           
• Adult Education Fund • Adult Kallah Fund • Albert & Mildred Otten Institute for Living Arts  

• Beautification Fund  • Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Fund • Children’s Worship Fund 

• College Kids Fund • Emeth Teen Community Fund • Environment Fund

• Abe Golomb Religious School Scholarship Fund  • Ilana Hed Religious School Fund • Inscribed Prayerbook Fund ($50 minimum)
• Library Fund       • Museum Fund • Music Fund

• Prayerbook Fund • Ritual Fund  • Margery Rothschild Memorial Israel Fund

• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence Fund • Social Action Fund • Straussman Memorial Youth Award Fund

• Temple Emeth Fund • Torah Repair Fund • Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Lecture Fund

• Viewpoints Fund • Yahrzeit Fund • Youth Committee Program Fund 

Endowed Funds –contributions are added to principal held by theTemple EmethEndowment Foundation with fund income distributed yearly
• Adult Kallah Scholarship Fund • Grunstein-Liberman Endowed Fund   • Honigberg/ Howard Religious School Scholarship Fund 

• Lazar Educational Enrichment Fund           • Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Endowed Fund       • Alfred and Helen Levin Youth Award Fund  

• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Endowment Fund   • Νed and Doris Siner Music Fund • Temple Emeth Endowment Fund  

• Dru and Ted Greenwood Youth Awards Fund

Other Funds – contributions are used at the discretion of the recipient • Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund          • Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

Memorial Plaques

This is a wonderful way to honor
your departed loved ones by pur-
chasing a permanent plaque in
our Sanctuary. It will evoke fond
memories to see their names on
our Memorial wall. When you
purchase these plaques, one is
permanently placed on the
Memorial wall and the second
larger one is displayed on the
actual week of the yahrzeit. The
cost is $375 FOR BOTH
PLAQUES. You may also buy
and reserve plaques in advance.
Contact the office if you would
like to make a purchase.

Located in the Temple lobby,
the Tree of Life provides an
opportunity to share life’s
special occasions with your
Temple family. Loved ones,
friends and members of the

congregation are able to create permanent
remembrances of their joyous events so that
future generations can look upon our yester-
day as having been filled with hopes,
dreams and accomplishments.  Order yours
now! You will enjoy visiting the Temple and
finding your leaf. To order, please call the
Temple office at (201) 833-1322.

Visit the Temple website at www.emeth.orgVisit the Temple website at www.emeth.org

Please contact:
The Temple Office
at
201‐833‐1322 or
admin@emeth.org

Look no further…Temple Emeth can comfortably accommodate 25 to
225 guests. Your guests will enjoy the expansiveness of our elegant
entry hall, social hall, and beautiful outdoor “Garden in the Round.”
Our youth lounge is also available for rental. We accommodate
Kosher, Glatt Kosher and non‐Kosher catering. 

Our calendar is quite busy; please be certain to
book your event soon!

TreeTree

ofof

LifeLife

Janice Preschel Social Action Committee Fund

CONTRIBUTION FORM
$____________Enclosed ($10 minimum)  Fund Name_______________________________________________

Contributed by___________________________________________________________________________

Send Acknowledgment to:__________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________

                                                      

Message ______________________________________________________________________________________

Contributory Funds – contributions are deposited in the Temple Emeth Funds Account and drawn for use by the designated committee           
• Adult Education Fund • Adult Kallah Fund • Albert & Mildred Otten Institute for Living Arts  

• Beautification Fund  • Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Fund • Children’s Worship Fund 

• College Kids Fund • Emeth Teen Community Fund • Environment Fund

• Abe Golomb Religious School Scholarship Fund  • Ilana Hed Religious School Fund • Inscribed Prayerbook Fund ($50 minimum)
• Library Fund        • Museum Fund • Music Fund • Prayerbook Fund 

• Janice Preschel Social Action Committee Fund • Ritual Fund  • Margery Rothschild Memorial Israel Fund

• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence Fund • Straussman Memorial Youth Award Fund • Streaming Fund

• Temple Emeth Fund • Torah Repair Fund • Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Lecture Fund

• Viewpoints Fund • Yahrzeit Fund • Youth Committee Program Fund 

Endowed Funds –contributions are added to principal held by theTemple EmethEndowment Foundation with fund income distributed yearly
• Adult Kallah Scholarship Fund • Grunstein-Liberman Endowed Fund   • Honigberg/ Howard Religious School Scholarship Fund 

• Lazar Educational Enrichment Fund           • Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Endowed Fund       • Alfred and Helen Levin Youth Award Fund  

• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Endowment Fund   • Νed and Doris Siner Music Fund • Temple Emeth Endowment Fund  

• Dru and Ted Greenwood Youth Awards Fund

Other Funds – contributions are used at the discretion of the recipient • Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund          • Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

Use this form to
send an
acknowledge-
ment for life
cycle events to
your friends and
family and at
the same time
perform the
mitzvah of
tzedaka. Call
the office with
any questions.

VIEWPOINTS FUND

Dan and Joy Firshein in memory of David Kohane, beloved 

husband of Wendy Kosakoff

YAHRZEIT FUND 

David Bloom in memory of his father, Michael Bloom

Dione Danis in memory of her son, Gordon Danis

Judy Distler in memory of her husband, Walter Distler

Sandra Ebinger in memory of Harry Pittel and Lillian Pittel

Sabrina and Art Lerman in memory of Sabrina’s mother, 

Wu Shufang

Janice Lipsitz in memory of her brother, Edward Shapiro.

Jane and Chuck Lund in memory of Jane’s beloved mother, 

Irma Eisner Moskowitz 

Elona Sofer in memory of Larry Gragnano

Nathan Ritzer in memory of his father, Morris Ritzer

Joan Rubenstein in memory of her grandfather, Samuel 

Abrams

Joan Rubenstein in memory of her mother, Beatrice Abrams

Barbara and Irwin Yellowitz in memory of Barbara’s father, 

Moe Kromberg

Barbara and Irwin Yellowitz in memory of Barbara’s sister, 

Carol Brill

CONTRIBUTIONS  (continued)



Ancestry@Emeth
What is your family story? 

If you would like to participate in
the next Ancestry@Emeth
exhibi t, please contact  

Barbara Balkin at
dkrm505@yahoo.com

Since 1954

Bergen County Reform Temple Memorial Association

A non-profit organization
serving Temple Emeth

Burial plots at reasonable prices

Contact:

David Fox at (201) 836-0260

Minutes of Board of Trustees Meetings

Minutes of all board meetings are kept on file in
the office for anyone interested in seeing them.
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201-928-0100
201-928-0406 (FAX)

e-mail: senweinberg@njleg.org

LORETTA WEINBERG
NEW JERSEY STATE SENATE

MAJORITY LEADER

545 CEDAR LANE SENATOR, 37TH DISTRICT
TEANECK, NJ 07666                          BERGEN COUNTY

Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad                    
in the Temple Emeth Bulletin

Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad                    
in the Temple Emeth Bulletin

Eastern Board of Realtors

2018 Realtor of the Year

award winner
Sale prices are up 5-10%. 

Ask me what what your house is worth.

Wishing you a healthy and sweet New Year!

Broker/Sales Associate
c: 201 310-2255 (preferred)
c: 201 569-7888
e: wendydess@aol.com

Serving Bergen County for over

25 Years with Integrity,

Professionalism and Results

Award Winner in Results and Customer Service

A realtor for all seasons

Wendy Wineburgh Dessanti

Use the Amazon Link 
on our Webpage

Support Temple Emeth by using our special
Amazon link to make purchases on Amazon.com.

Just visit www.emeth.org and click on the
Amazon.com button 

at the bottom of each page, 
then purchase to your heart's content!  

Amazon helps to support the Temple
when you order by using the

Amazon.com link on our website.

Milestone Membership
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Friday, May 14 at 5:45 p.m. Via Zoom

Join us on Friday, May 14 at 5:45 p.m. for Kabbalat Shabbat 
when we honor members at our Milestone Membership Shabbat! 

What better way to celebrate who we are as a temple family.

Zoom login information will be sent in the weekly email 
the Thursday before the service.

Temple Emeth Book
Club Selection

“The Color of Love”
by Marra B. Gad

May 20
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The Emeth Teen Community helped
out in the garden, wrote letters to sen-
iors, and took pictures for a photo
scavenger hunt.
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Kol Emet

rehearsal

April 18th.
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