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HONORING MORAH DORA’S
18 years of Torah Exploration
Our Religious School Director, Dora Geld Friedman, has passionately guided the education of our
congregation’s children for the past 18 years.

Dora will be honored at a festive luncheon being held in the
Social Hall on Sunday, March 31st from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Join Dora’s family and friends to celebrate in “Dora style” with music,
RSVP on page 4
Israeli dancing, tambourines, food, and fun.

Rabbi Louis J. Sigel
Scholar-in-Residence Weekend
April 12-14, 2019
with

RABBI DAVID SAPERSTEIN
Director Emeritus, Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism
Senior Advisor for Policy and Strategy for the Union for Reform Judaism
Former U.S. Ambassador at Large for International Religious Freedom
will speak on

BEING THE HANDS OF GOD: JEWISH SOCIAL JUSTICE
AT A TIME OF CRISIS AND OPPORTUNITY
See page 11 for schedule and to sign up
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From the Editor - In order to ensure that everyone's articles are published in the Bulletin please limit them to half a page.
Remember, flyers are for the Mid-month email and should be sent to
Rochelle Rudnick at rrudnick@emeth.org cc: ehanan@emeth.org
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Material for the Bulletin is welcome and
essential for the success of the publication; however,
it is necessary to honor the deadlines as listed.
For the Bulletin mailings, all material must be
submitted by 8:00 p.m. on the date of the deadline.
Please submit all material by email to Barbara Balkin
at bulletin@emeth.org and use Times New Roman
font, 12 pt. in a Word document file.

The Temple Emeth Bulletin is published monthly
from September through June.
Advertising Rates for Ad Size 2” x 3 ½”
Member Non-Member
1 Month
$ 55
$ 75
5 Months
$250
$350
10 Months
$330
$450

For Mid-month emails, all materials are
due by 4:00 p.m. on the date of the deadline.

For additional information, call (201) 833-1322

Message From the Rabbi
On February 5, I led a delegation from Temple Emeth
to participate in a moving ceremony. Approximately 18
of us went to Temple Emanu-El on Fifth Avenue in
New York City for a processional of Holocaust Torah
scrolls. The event was sponsored by the Memorial
Scrolls Trust (MST) in London, which for the last 55
years has had the responsibility to catalogue, restore
and distribute Torah scrolls that survived
the war in Czechoslovakia.

Ohrenstein also spoke about how he hopes the scrolls
get used frequently. They should be witnesses to the
Shoah, but need not be silent witnesses. We generally
don’t read from our Holocaust scroll at Temple Emeth,
but inspired by his words, I now plan to open and read
from the our Holocaust scroll at the next Holy Roller
service on March 9. We will unroll the entire scroll and
have a chance to take a close look at its
unique features.

Congregations from around the region
After the speech, attendees had the
were invited to bring their Torah scroll to
chance to look at all the scrolls. We
Emanu-El’s Community Room and be
couldn’t open them, but it was fascinatpart of the procession. The organizers
ing to see the wide variety of covers that
originally planned for 50 Torah scrolls at
the congregations had designed in order
most to be part of the program. In the end
to honor the scrolls. Some had yellow
there were 72 Torah scrolls from 10
stars, others looked like tallitot (prayer
states and 800 people in attendance.
shawls), and one was even dressed in
Jeffrey Ohrenstein, the Chairman of the
“striped pajamas” to evoke the uniforms
Trustees of the MST, spoke about his
of concentration camp prisoners. Our
work. Two points stood out to me from
cover, created by Ellen and Susan Adler,
his address. Part of Ohrenstein’s job is
has the Shehechianu prayer. It was an
tracking down scrolls that have gone
indescribable feeling to hold a Torah
missing. He told a story of calling one
inscribed with the Shehechianu as the
Rabbi Steven Sirbu
small synagogue and convincing them on
Rabbi Joshua Davidson of Temple
the phone that they had a Czech memorial
Emanu-El led the group in those same
scroll. Each of these scrolls has a small plaque with its words.
serial number nailed into the wooden disc near the bottom. He instructed the person he reached to look for the Uplifted by this ceremony, I agreed to send a Temple
plaque, or at least for a shadow of the plaque with the Emeth delegation to a procession of Holocaust Torah
pinhole. They confirmed seeing the shadow of the scrolls in Fair Lawn on Yom Hashoah on Wednesday,
May 1. If you are interested in attending, please contact
plaque, and thus a Czech scroll was rediscovered.
me.
Temple Emeth’s Czech scroll, MST #224, is from the
city of Plzen. To learn more about it, visit
https://www.emeth.org/worship/our-holocaust-torah.
Holocaust Torahs
On February 5th, Temple
Emanu-El held a moving processional of over 70 Torah scrolls
from Czechoslovakia that survived the Holocaust, in partnership with Memorial Scrolls Trust
of London. Rabbi Sirbu along
with a group of Temple members
brought the Temple Emeth
Holocaust scroll.
Photos by Jill Kantor, Carla Silver,
Marion Wolf, and Brenda Weiss.

“How Do We Understand the Violence in the Bible?”
taught by Rabbi Steven Sirbu, Sunday, March 17 9:00-10:00 a.m. (Purim Carnival to follow)
The Book of Esther retells harrowing violence perpetrated by the Jews against their enemies. It is not the only such
scene. The Bible has wars, massacres and mob violence. Do we dismiss these stories as reflective of a different time
and sensibility? Or are there other lessons we can learn as we struggle with a sacred text that so often glorifies the
kind of acts we shun today? Join Rabbi Sirbu for a spirited discussion prior to this year’s Purim Carnival.
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From the Religious School
Be Happy – It’s Adar!
“And the month was turned from sorrow to gladness, from mourning to joy.”
(The Megillah – Scroll of Esther)
Our tradition directs us to rejoice when the month of We will begin our Purim celebration on Sunday, March
Adar begins in anticipation of the joyous celebration of 17 with a fun-filled Purim carnival for all, set up and
Purim. This year is a leap year in the Jewish calendar, run by our ETC students under the guidance of Rachel
and Mike Eastman and friends.
providing us with Adar I and Adar II – double
the time for joy and happiness. As we
We continue our Purim celebration on
approach the celebration of Purim, which
Wednesday, March 20, when the Temple
occurs in the month of Adar, we are chalEmeth Religious School families will gather
lenged as a Jewish community to have a more
to hear the Megillah. For our Temple Emeth
meaningful, joyous life. The holiday of Purim
community, the study of Torah, prayer, and
inspires our students to examine our tradiholidays celebrated with joy add meaning
tion and its relationship to joy and acts of
and purpose to our lives.
loving-kindness.
Dora Geld Friedman

Our students in grades 3-7 learn that on Purim,
as on other holidays, we share our joy with others. They are learning and doing the special mitzvot of
Purim: mishloach manot – sharing of food with
friends and family – and tzedakah – contributing
money that is collected every class meeting and will be
disbursed at the end of the school year to a variety of
causes.

Looking Ahead: Friday, March 29 Shabbat Dinner for grades 5 – 7 and Temple
service at 8:00 p.m.
Come and be inspired as our 7th grade leads
the service.
B’vracha,
Dora Geld Friedman

HONORING MORAH DORA
Dora Geld Friedman luncheon RSVP form
Please return by March 15, 2019 with your payment to the Temple office.
Name__________________________________________________________
Phone Number __________________ Email address_____________________
Number of adults attending ___ @ $20
Number of students/children attending ___ @ $10
Amount enclosed ____
Please make checks payable to Temple Emeth.
For more information contact: luncheon.for.dora@gmail.com
Fourth graders received their Mishkan T’Filah at
the Kabbalat Siddur ceremony on February 1st.

CARNIVAL!!
Sunday, March 17, 2019
10:00 am – 11:30 am
Prizes, Games, and Fun!
20 Game Tickets for $10.00
50 Game Tickets for $20.00

Brandon Balfe received
the Cub Scout Aleph
award from Cantor Tilem.
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All 7th-12th Graders are asked to
help run the carnival games for the
younger students. Parents are
encouraged to help as well.
If you have questions, contact
Rachel Eastman
(amandasmommy@optonline.net)

Message from President Amy Abrams
Mazeltov to all of us! We’ve made it to the Party Month!
With a little luck the weather will cooperate too.
If you get this Bulletin early enough in the month, start out
by coming to see and hear Sarah Aroeste perform a multimedia presentation of Ladino stories and song, presented by
our Viewpoints Committee, on Sunday, March 3 at 10:00
a.m.
We’re celebrating Morah Dora’s 18 years with us! The
brunch in her honor is on March 31 (see rsvp forms elsewhere in this Bulletin). Svetlana Norr and Jill Van Praagh
have all sorts of fun planned for both adults and kids, including delicious food and Israeli dancing (because
really, what would a party for Dora be without
Israeli dancing? And maybe a tambourine or
two?) If you haven’t already responded, please
join us. And bring any children or young adults
you may be able to lay your hands on who
enjoyed Mora Dora during their time in
Religious School. This is definitely an intergenerational event!

Looking backwards for a moment, I can report that the
Temple Civil Rights trip to Alabama in February with 53 of
my new closest friends was totally amazing and extremely
sobering. (I can do this because our Bulletin Editor, Barbara
Balkin, gave me a special dispensation to add a paragraph
after the trip. Thank you, Barbara!) In addition to the history
of the civil rights movement in the South, lynchings, and the
surprisingly unfinished nature of the civil rights journey, we
learned about the history of Southern Jews from our
Institute for Southern Judaism guide plus visits to a large
Temple in Birmingham and a tiny one in Selma. We heard
some interesting, and sometimes conflicting, reports of the
Jewish perspective on all of these events.
The National Center for Civil Rights in Atlanta
gave the whole trip context by looking at civil
rights abuses all over the world. It was first eyeopening then inspirational to learn about the
leaders who have stood up to them.

The Lynching Museum and the Memorial for
Peace and Justice, both of which are recently
established by the Equal Justice Initiative, struck
Before we get to that party, we get to celebrate
me particularly strongly. The former powerfully
Amy Abrams
Purim, with its usual crazy fun, including the
presents the evolution of mistreatment of African
Megillah reading on March 20 and a carnival on
Americans from slavery to mass incarceration.
March 17. How will you dress up this year? And don’t miss The latter was a haunting, evocative reminder of the stupenthe Rock & Roll Purimspiel at the oneg on March 15!
dous number of lynchings that occurred as recently as 1949.
The Memorial was reminiscent of both Yad Vashem and the
If you can, volunteer to help with packing Shalach Manot on Vietnam War Memorial in the way it personalized someMarch 14, and delivering the packages on March 17. This thing that had previously only been a concept. The entire
is the last year that our Shalach Manot program will be run experience illuminated for all of us the roots of many of the
by Judy and David Fox and Eva Tobias, so please thank antagonisms that have come to the fore again in recent
them for the many years and unbelievable number of hours years, as well as giving important context to the Black Lives
they have spent building up this event, which is both Matter movement. The trip will take some time to process, I
fundraiser and community builder. Shalach Manot would think, and some hard thinking to figure out what each of us
never have become the astounding event it now is without needs to do about these issues. We will find a way to share
their dedication. Next year, Shel and Jeff Grossman have our experience with the rest of the Temple community, too.
agreed to head the effort. Let them know if you’d like to
help!
I hope you were able to follow our Facebook posts, with
marvelous pictures by Barbara Balkin. Yes, she does everyMarch is a busy month in other ways, too. On March 22, thing, and does it all well. If you want to get a sense of the
our good friends from the National Council of Jewish trip, Rabbi Sirbu recommended a short reading list includWomen are celebrating Shabbat with us at our Music ing Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson, or the short paperback
Service. March 23 we have an Opera Shabbaton, featuring Lynching in America: Confronting the Legacy of Racial
Carmen.
Terror, from the Equal Justice Initiative. Rabbi has copies of
the latter book if any of you want to borrow it. Both books
March 24 is our next TOWN HALL MEETING, with a nosh are eminently readable. I also endorse the. Rabbi’s recomat 9:30 a.m. and business starting at 10:00, followed by a mendation of the documentary “Thirteenth,” by Ava
B’Yachad Breakfast with Food and Water Watch. This Duvernay, available free on Netflix, which powerfully
Town Hall will present finances, as we never got there last traces how the current issue of mass incarceration devolves
time, and will also summarize some of the results from the in a direct line from Jim Crow.
survey we took last time, identifying the areas we think we
can start working on first. We may also take a few short I hope I will see you at some of our events and celebrations
minutes to introduce you to the new URJ Six Points this month. Put on your Party Hat and come join in!
Creative Arts Camp. As always, we will have time for questions on any subject. Kind of like a party…at least you get
to see your friends.

Amy Abrams
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Cantor Tilem’s 25th Anniversary Celebration

Sunday, June 2, 2019

Dear Temple Members, Friends, and Supporters of
Our Honoree, Cantor Ellen Tilem,
On June 2, 2019, Temple Emeth will celebrate Cantor
Ellen Tilem’s 25 years of dedicated and inspirational
leadership. Cantor Tilem has led most of us through
our life cycle events ‐ baby namings, b’nai mitzvah,
confirmations, graduations, engagements, wed‐
dings, illnesses, and bereavements. Since she has
supported us with such devotion, we ask for your
support. Could you contribute to the Silent Auction
to aid our fundraising?
Please search your homes for hidden treasures.
Perhaps you can donate a service yourself. You could
also ask friends or someone who has done work for
you to donate their services. Gifts and services that
have done well at previous silent auctions include:
foreign language lessons, golf instruction, a week at
a timeshare or vacation home, a meal in your home,
tickets to a Broadway show, sporting event, or con‐
cert, car service to an airport, wine/cheese/gourmet
food, a hand‐knit sweater, a massage, make‐over, or
day at a spa, a computer tune‐up, or a spring clean‐
up.
Let us know if you need us to create a decorative gift
basket or design a certificate for services. Your con‐
tribution, with a “value” attached to it, may be
dropped off at Temple Emeth or if you prefer please
contact us for pick up.
We look forward to this festive event which is always
fun and an important fundraiser!!
DON’T BE SILENT! We can only do it with YOUR help!
Please call or email us with any questions.
Thank you, Silent Auction Co‐Chairs
Elinor Buchbinder
Elaine Bergman
elinorcb@yahoo.com
ejb1734@msn.com
201.927.5174
201.723.9867
Pauline Hecht
pookiehecht4@verizon.net
201.394.7164

SILENT AUCTION GIFT
DONATION FORM
Item: __________________________________________________
Retail Value: $______________
Donor Name: _________________________________________
(As you wish to be acknowledged in the catalog)
Address:_______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
City/Town/State/Zip: ______________________
Cell or Business Phone: ____________________________
Contact Name(s):____________________________________
________________________________________________________
Description of the Item:____________________________
_______________________________________________________
Contact Person
Date
_________________________________________________________
Temple Member/Solicitor of Donation
Date
_________________________________________________________
Item

Picked up________________
Delivered________________

Gift Certificate Provided________________
Created________________
Item Received Date:________________
Please submit the completed form to Temple Emeth
or E-mail the information to:

Pauline Hecht - pookiehecht4@verizon.net
Elinor Buchbinder – elinorcb@yahoo.com
Elaine Bergman – ejb1734@msn.com

Honor Cantor Ellen Tilem by placing a message in the 2019 Ad Journal commemorating Cantor's 25th Anniversary at Temple
Emeth! In recognition of this special milestone and her enrichment of our lives through her dedicated spiritual leadership and
song, the entire journal will be printed in color. Use this opportunity to show your appreciation or to advertise your business!

Temple Emeth’s Spring Fundraiser Honoring Cantor Tilem
Sunday, June 2, 2019

Journal Ads

(All ads in color this year!)

__$750 Back Cover (8x10) ____$500
Inside Front Cover (8x10) ___ $500 Inside Back Cover (8x10)
SOLD
SOLD
____ $360 Full Page (8x10)
____ $200 Half Page (8x5)
____ $100 Quarter Page/Business Card (4x5)
____ $ 36 One‐Line Listing
(50 characters or less)
____ Exact Repeat of Previous Ad ____Camera Ready Ad/Tribute (please enclose)
Name or Business __________________________ Contact Person______________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________________
Telephone____________________ Fax____________________ Email____________________________
Comments____________________________________________________________________
To pay by credit card, please call the Temple office at 201.833.1322 or make your check payable to Temple Emeth
and mail, with completed form, to: Temple Emeth / Attn: 2019 Dinner Dance
Contributions to the Journal are tax deductible.

Ad Deadline – April 19, 2019
QUESTIONS? Mail to: emeth.org.adjournal2019@gmail.com
Greg Janoff and Ron Arams
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Social Action in Action
Mitzvah of the Month - Clean and Gently
Used Clothing
During the month of March, the Social Action
Committee will be collecting clean and gently used
clothing to be sold at the NCJW Thrift Shop. Bring
your items to the Temple as usual; there will be a
box in the front hall.
Learn! Advocate! Connect!
ADVOCACY DAY IN TRENTON.
MONDAY, MARCH 18, 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Join Social Action as we work with the Reform
Jewish Voice of New Jersey, the local arm of
Religious Action Center (RAC) to connect with our
state legislators at this yearly event. This year our
learning and advocacy will focus on these issues:
environmental justice, immigrant justice, and voting rights. Registration fee is $25 which includes
lunch and materials. For more information about
our Temple Emeth group, carpools, etc., contact:
pkaufman65@optonline.net.
The next meeting of the Social Action Committee
is March 10th at 9:45 a.m.
Shalach Manot packing: March 14th 1 - 5 pm
Purimshpiel: Friday, March 15th
Delivery: Sunday, March 17th
Purim Carnival: Sunday, March 17th
Megillah reading: March 20th
Celebrating Cantor Tilem
Join us as we mark 25 years of
Cantor Tilem's inspired musical
leadership with a celebratory
weekend in June. On Friday,
May 31, at 7:30 p.m., the
Shabbat service will feature a musical tribute to the
Cantor. Choir and band members past and present
will participate, and young people who have benefited from the Cantor's mentorship will sing. The festivities will continue Sunday, June 2, from 5-9 p.m., at a
gala event honoring Cantor Tilem for more than two
decades of leadership on and off the bimah.
In addition to singing and chanting, the Cantor’s
contributions and innovations include: teaching
children and adults, working with the children's and
adult choirs and band, creating a Music and Mitzvah
class for Religious School students, counseling,
baby naming, working to foster inter-Jewish relations,
and so much more. Most important to congregants are
her vibrancy and her obvious love for what she is
doing.
Save the dates, and plan to participate. To find out
more or to volunteer your help with the service or
gala, contact Lisa Eig, lisa_eig@yahoo.com, or call
the Temple office.

The Viewpoints Committee
invites you to hear

Sarah Aroeste’s
presentation of
“Ladino Music Transformed
from Yesterday to Today”
on March 3rd at 11:00 a.m.
International Ladino (JudeoSpanish) singer/songwriter Sarah
Aroeste weaves stories from her
Sephardic family history together
with song, in this multimedia
presentation. She demonstrates
with her unique linguistic interpretations, modern technology,
and contemporary arrangements
how Ladino culture is developing today.
There is no charge for this event, but RSVPs are
required. RSVP to Temple Emeth Viewpoints by
Friday, March 1st.
Viewpoints@emeth.org

Everyone is invited to

Join us for a Special Shabbat
Co-sponsored by National Council of
Jewish Women Bergen County Section
and Temple Emeth’s
Social Action Committee on
Friday, March 22, 2019
We will enjoy a festive kosher Shabbat Dinner at
6:00 p.m. followed by Temple Emeth’s unique
Shabbat music service in the sanctuary at 8:00 p.m.
To reserve your place at dinner, please complete the
form below and return it with your check for $30,
made payable to Temple Emeth by March 15th.
For additional information please contact:
Elaine Pollack at ecpollack33@gmail.com
or call (201) 385-2085.
NCJW/SAC RSVP
Yes, I/we would like to attend the Special Shabbat
Dinner on March 22nd.

Name(s)___________________________________
Phone # _________________________________
Email address ____________________________
Please reserve ____ place(s) at $30 each.
Total enclosed $ ________
____ I will help set up on Friday morning
7

Services and S’machot
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25th of Adar I 5779
Friday, March 1st
Saturday, March 2nd

Shabbat Vayak’heil
Family Shabbat Service at 7:30 p.m.
Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - Vayak’heil : Ex. 35:1-38:20

Haftarah - II Kings 12:5-16

2nd of Adar II 5779
Friday, March 8th

Shabbat P’kudei
Shabbat Service at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 9th

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Holy Roller Service at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - P’kudei: Ex. 38:21-40-38

Haftarah - II Kings 7:51-8:21

9th of Adar II 5779
Friday, March 15th

Shabbat Zachor
Shabbat Service - Shir Chadash Sings at 8:00 p.m.
Purim-spiel during the Oneg Shabbat

Saturday, March 16th

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Mindfulness Meditation Service at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - Vayikra: Lev. 1:1-5:26

Haftarah - I Sam. 15:2-34

14th of Adar II
Wednesday, March 20th

Purim Service and Megillah Reading at 7:00 p.m.
URJ 6 Points Creative Arts Academy Presentation
following the Service

16th of Adar II 5779
Friday, March 22nd

Shabbat Tzav
Music Service - NCJW Council Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 23rd

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - Tzav: Lev. 6:1-8:36

Haftarah - Jer. 7:21-8:3; 9:22-23

23rd of Adar II 5779
Friday, March 29th

Shabbat Parah
Shabbat Service led by Seventh Grade at 8:00 p.m.
RAC Trip Participants Will Speak

Saturday, March 30th

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion -Sh’mini: Lev. 9:1-11:47

Haftarah - Eze. 36:22-36
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For up-to-the-minute event information, additions, cancellations, or make-up classes go to www.emeth.org
A version of the calendar is online at http://www.emeth.org/monthly-calendar
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Good & Welfare
Condolences to...
Janis Hoey on the loss of her father,
Charles Richard Maer.
Larry and Carla Silver on the loss of their uncle,
Ben Salkin.
Marilyn Shapiro on the loss of her friend,
Thelma Laporta.
Doris Pape on the loss of her son, Neil Pape.
Rochelle Rudnick on the loss of her father,
Murray Rudnick.

“MOVIES THAT MATTERED”
A Film Series Follow-Up to
“The Jewish Experience
Through Cinema”
Our journey exploring the Jewish experience in
cinema continues with our next
MOVIE THAT MATTERED:
Liberty Heights (1990) - Tuesday, March 12
This semi-autobiographical film by Barry Levinson
follows various members of the Kurtzman clan, a
Jewish family living in suburban Baltimore during
the 1950s. As teenaged Ben (Ben Foster) completes
high school, he falls for Sylvia (Rebekah Johnson),
a black classmate, creating inevitable tensions.
Meanwhile, Ben's brother, Van (Adrien Brody),
attends college and becomes smitten with a mysterious woman and their father (Joe Mantegna) tries to
maintain his burlesque business.
2019 Movie schedule:

Mazel Tov to...
Dara and Philip Herman on the birth of their son,
Seth Nathan Herman, and to the
grandparents, Rhona and Eric Herman.
Gwen and Marty Dubno on the Bat Mitzvah of their
granddaughter, Callie Morgan Gardner,
daughter of Randi Dubno Gardner and
Adam Gardner.
Welcome new members...
Linda Dorf
Alan Zimmerman
Madelyn Wolf and Richard Eichen
Temple Emeth’s Civil Rights Tour
The trip to
Atlanta,
Birmingham,
Selma, and
Montgomery
from February
14 - 19 was
organized by
Lynn and Steve
Chaiken and
Rabbi Sirbu.
It included a
visit to Temple
Mishkan Israel
in Selma and
Shabbat services and dinner
at Temple
Emanu-El in
Birmingham.

OPERA SHABBATON
Date: March 23, 2019 at 12:45 p.m.
Opera: Carmen composed by Georges Bizet with
libretto by Henri Meilhac and Ludovic Halevy
New York Metropolitan Opera production starring
Elīna Garanča and Roberto Alagna.
Featuring lecturer David Rosenmayer
Reserve by March 15, 2019: $20
March 16 - 22, 2019: $25 At the door: $30.
For information contact Elaine Bergman at
ejb1734@msn.com
Opera Shabbaton RSVP
Make check payable to Temple Emeth

Name____________________________________
Phone#_____________________
Email______________________
Number attending___ Amount enclosed $_____
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Keeping Up With The Steins (2006) - Tuesday, April 23
Defiance (2008) - Tuesday, May 28
Private Benjamin (1980) - Tuesday, June 18

B’Yachad and Social Action
present a Sunday
Morning Breakfast and
Discussion on
Sunday, March 24th
at 11:00 a.m.
>?@A?BCÿEFGFHÿIJKL?MLMÿ>J@FAÿ>J@AMNKJLÿOPÿQJRS?ÿOFH
 ÿ(/T),*ÿU4V+WXV
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Food & Water Watch, an environmental
activist organization will discuss the current
environmental issues of importance to us!

This RSVP form must be filled out and returned to the
Temple office with the $6 fee per person by March 17th
for the breakfast. If you RSVP after that date, the cost is
$8 per person. If you do not RSVP, you are welcome
to attend the discussion, but not the breakfast.
RSVP for the March 24th B’Yachad Breakfast
Name________________________________________
Phone number_________________________________
Email address: ________________________________
Number attending ___
Amount enclosed (@$6 per person)______

The 2019 Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence Program
“Being the Hands of God: Jewish Social Justice at a Time of Crisis and Opportunity”
With Rabbi David Saperstein – April 12 to 14, 2019
Schedule of events
Friday Night, April 12 – Shabbat Dinner* at 6:00 pm
Shabbat Evening Service at 8:00 pm followed by Lecture:
“Tough Choices: Jewish Perspectives on America’s
Social Justice Challenge”
The Jewish people have always been inspired by
the Bible’s prophetic writings, but in America we have
articulated them in the halls of power unlike in any other
country. In his sermon at Friday night services, Rabbi
Saperstein will offer an overview of the Jewish social
justice imperative and how the values of the prophets
and other sacred texts should be applied to contempo‐
rary social justice issues.
Saturday Morning, April 13 ‐ Torah Study at 9:00 am:
“The Jewish Response: Economic Justice – Testing the
Morality of our Nation”
For 3,000 years, Judaism has developed a power‐
ful religious imperative, for both individuals and societies,
to transform the world for the good. How does the Jewish
tradition view religion's role in shaping the Jewish com‐
munity’s view on economic justice policies? This ses‐
sion will focus on primary text sources.
Shabbat Morning Services at 10:30 am
Saturday Afternoon, April 13 – KiddushLunch* at 12:15 pm
followed by Presentation at 1:00 pm:
“Religious Persecution and Religious Freedom
Across the Globe”
Rabbi Saperstein served for two years as
President
Obama’s
Ambassador‐at‐Large
for
International Religious Freedom. During that time the
world witnessed the resurgence of anti‐Semitism and the
growth of Islamophobia. ISIS and other non‐state actors
persecuted religious minorities, while some countries
infringed on freedom of speech and conscience by
enforcing anti‐blasphemy laws. Having had a large role in
the 2014 and 2015 State Department reports on this
topic, Rabbi Saperstein will offer insights on the future of
religious freedom.
Sunday Morning, April 14 – Bagel Breakfast* at 10:00 am
followed by Presentation at 10:30 am:
“Racing with God: The Use and Abuse of Religion in
American Elections”
In the past 30 years, we have seen religious issues
and rhetoric used by candidates in our elections. Often
this use has a divisive impact; occasionally it can have an
inspiring and unifying impact. Are there rules about the
proper use of religion in elections that can garner biparti‐
san support so that such use will be good for both religion
and for American democracy?
*Reservations for meals are required by March 29, 2019
(All meals are included for Benefactors, Sponsors, and
Patrons). All lectures are free and open to everyone.

SCHOLAR‐IN‐RESIDENCE WEEKEND RSVP
PLEASE RETURN TO THE TEMPLE OFFICE
BY MARCH 29, 2019
TO: TEMPLE EMETH
RABBI LOUIS J. SIGEL SCHOLAR‐IN‐RESIDENCE
COMMITTEE
Yes, you can count on me/us to be:
Benefactor/s** _____@$300 per person
Sponsor/s** _____@$200 per person
Patron/s**
_____@$125 per person
**ALL MEALS ARE INCLUDED.

Please indicate the number of people who will attend:
Dinner_____
Luncheon_____
Brunch_____
Please reserve places for me/us
(indicate the number of people):
Shabbat Dinner _____@$36 per person
Shabbat Luncheon _____@$25 per person
Sunday Brunch
_____@$25 per person
Even though unable to participate, I/we would like to
make a donation of $_____
to the Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar‐in‐Residence Fund.
Name______________________________________
___________________________________________
Address____________________________________
City_______________________________________
State_____________________ Zip_______________
Phone_____________________________________
Email______________________________________
Enclosed is my check for $_______
payable to Temple Emeth Scholar‐in‐Residence
by March 29th.
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Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library
Monthly News Update: Varying Viewpoints
By Marion Wolf
ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES ACCREDITATION
As a congregation we strive to be welcoming and
inclusive. To help achieve this goal, our Viewpoints
Committee has recommended some books for the
Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library. These
two collections of essays can give us a better understanding of diverse perspectives, can stimulate our
own thinking, and perhaps make us more empathetic.
Literature, too, can open our hearts and minds, so
we’ve included one novel in this month’s group of
books.
Balancing on the Mechitza, edited by Noach Dzmura,
is intended both for people who are themselves gender-variant and for those who want to ally with them.
A mechitza, as you know, is what separates the men’s
and women’s sections in a traditional synagogue. But
what about people who don’t fit neatly into those two
categories? Are they supposed to balance atop the
mechitza? As Dzmura points out, “Everyone should
have a place to stand.” Part One of this book consists
of personal stories about access and barriers for transgender Jews. The second section focuses on how
transgender individuals can live Jewish lives and perform Jewish rituals, some of which are new or evolving. The last part of the book tells how we can make
space for transgender Jews in our texts, academy, and
community. Here we find ancient rabbinic discussion
of nonbinary people. These essays are well-written
and often poignant; it’s easy to see why Balancing on
the Mechitza was the 2011 Lambda Literary Award

winner for best writing in the LGBTQ community.
Gregg Drinkwater, Joshua Lesser, and David Shneer
are the editors of Torah Queeries:
Weekly
Commentaries on the Hebrew Bible. They have
opened Torah interpretation to those with different
experiences and points of view. You might say they
are following the advice of the sage Ben Bag-Bag in
Pirke Avot. He told us to explore the Torah through
repeated readings throughout our lifetimes: “Turn it
and turn it again, for everything is in it.” These commentaries offer fresh insights into the text and let us
see it in a new way.
Another book worth a look is Evan Fallenberg’s Light
Fell, the winner of the 2009 Stonewall Prize for
Fiction and the Edmund White Award. The main
character is Joseph Licht, an Israeli scholar and a married father of five. His life is forever changed by a
brief, passionate affair with a brilliant rabbi, Yoel
Rosenzweig. Joseph divorces and loses contact with
his sons, whose lives head in all different directions.
Twenty years later they are gathering in Joseph’s Tel
Aviv penthouse to celebrate his fiftieth birthday. Can
they overcome the scars of the past and reconcile?
This is a fascinating book that “adroitly sketches the
heartfelt struggles of a sympathetic cast,” according
to Publishers Weekly.
Come to the Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial
Library for these books and more!

Attention Temple Emeth Musicians!!!
Later this year Temple Emeth will come together to
celebrate Cantor Tilem’s Silver Anniversary. As we
begin to plan for this important milestone, we would
like to hear back from you!

Name(s)______________________________________
_____________________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
Phone: ____________________________

If you or a family member have in the last 25 years
sung with ANY Temple Emeth choir, played with the
Temple Emeth band or assisted with instrumental
musical accompaniment at services please take a
moment to complete and respond back with the information requested here.
Please complete the form on the right.
Please circle underlined items that apply to you.
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I am a current / past member of a Temple Emeth Choir:
Yes / No
If yes, which choir? _____________
I am a current / past member of the Temple Emeth Band:
Yes / No
If yes, what is your instrument? _____________
*******************************************
Please send this completed form to the Temple office
Attention: Idajean Fisher: 2019 Gala Committee
Or respond via email to: idajeanf@optonline.net

Use this form
to send an
$____________Enclosed ($10 minimum) Fund Name_______________________________________________ acknowledgement for life
cycle events to
Contributed by___________________________________________________________________________
your friends
and family and
Send Acknowledgment to:__________________________________________________________________
at the same
time perform
the mitzvah of
Address_________________________________________________________________________________
tzedaka. Call
the office with
Message ______________________________________________________________________________________ any questions.
Contributory Funds – contributions are deposited in the Temple Emeth Funds Account and drawn for use by the designated committee

CONTRIBUTION FORM

• Adult Education Fund
• Adult Kallah Fund
• Albert & Mildred Otten Institute for Living Arts
• Beautification Fund
• Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Fund
• Children’s Worship Fund
• College Kids Fund
• Emeth Teen Community Fund
• Environment Fund
• Abe Golomb Religious School Scholarship Fund • Ilana Hed Religious School Fund
• Inscribed Prayerbook Fund ($50 minimum)
• Library Fund
• Museum Fund
• Music Fund
• Prayerbook Fund
• Ritual Fund
• Margery Rothschild Memorial Israel Fund
• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence Fund • Social Action Fund
• Straussman Memorial Youth Award Fund
• Temple Emeth Fund
• Torah Repair Fund
• Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Lecture Fund
• Viewpoints Fund
• Yahrzeit Fund
• Youth Committee Program Fund
Endowed Funds – contributions are added to principal held by the Temple Emeth Endowment Foundation with fund income distributed yearly
• Adult Kallah Scholarship Fund
• Grunstein-Liberman Endowed Fund • Honigberg/ Howard Religious School Scholarship Fund
• Lazar Educational Enrichment Fund
• Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Endowed Fund
• Alfred and Helen Levin Youth Award Fund
• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Endowment Fund • Νed and Doris Siner Music Fund
• Temple Emeth Endowment Fund
• Dru and Ted Greenwood Youth Awards Fund
Other Funds – contributions are used at the discretion of the recipient
• Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
• Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

Visit the Temple website at www.emeth.org
Chani Getter
Viewpoints
spoke about
speaker Jane
the process
Larkin on
of change
February 10th
at the
spoke about
Viewpoints/
“The Oys and
B’yachad
Look
Emeth on
can
Joysnoof further…Temple
being a
Breakfast
comfortably
accommodate
25 to
225
Parent or
January
26th.
guests.
Your guests
will enjoy the
Grandparent
of
expansiveness
ofa our elegant entry
an and beautiful outdoor “Garden in the
hall,Child
social in
hall,
Interfaith
Round.”
Our youth lounge
Relationship.”
Please con‐
tact:
Rochelle
Rudnick
Temple
Emeth AdministratorPurimshpiel

March 15th

Museum News
CALLING ALL
ARTISTS
If you would like
to participate
in the next
Member Showcase,
please contact
Barbara Balkin at
dkrm505@yahoo.com
and send
Planning
an event,
s
photograph
meeting
or activity
of your work.

at the Temple? An

SAVE THE DATE
for the ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL PASSOVER SEDER
Saturday,
April 20, 2019
6:00 p.m.
We look forward to having you all with us
this year.
Mike and Rachel Eastman
(amandasmommy@optonline.net)

Located in the Temple lobby,
the Tree of Life provides an
opportunity to share life’s
special occasions with your
Temple family. Loved ones,
friends and members of the
congregation are able to create permanent
remembrances of their joyous events so that
future generations can look upon our yesterday as having been filled with hopes,
dreams and accomplishments. Order yours
now! You will enjoy visiting the Temple and
finding your leaf. To order, please call Rochelle
in the Temple office at (201) 833-1322.

Tree
of
Life

Memorial Plaques
This is a wonderful way to honor
your departed loved ones by purchasing a permanent plaque in
our Sanctuary. It will evoke fond
memories to see their names on
our Memorial wall. When you
purchase these plaques, one is
permanently placed on the
Memorial wall and the second
larger one is displayed on the
actual week of the yahrzeit. The
cost is $375 FOR BOTH
PLAQUES. You may also buy
and reserve plaques in advance.
See Rochelle Rudnick in the
office if you would like to make a
purchase.
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CONTRIBUTIONS
ADULT EDUCATION FUND
Michael and Gayle Goldberg in gratitude to Professor
Yellowitz teaching “The Jews and FDR”
Janis, Donald, and Alexandra Hoey in appreciation and
with love to Linda Poskanzer
ALFRED AND HELEN LEVIN YOUTH AWARD FUND
Janis, Donald, and Alexandra Hoey in appreciation to
Rabbi Sirbu for everything he’s done during this
most difficult time
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Joy and Dan Firshein in appreciation to Cantor Tilem for
the music and ruach at their grandson, Rafi’s baby
naming
Janis, Donald, and Alexandra Hoey in appreciation for
everything Cantor has done during this most
difficult time
Lewis Klotz in memory of Brenda Klotz
LIBRARY BOOK DEDICATION FUND
Teri Binder in memory of Bruce Tucker
in memory of Maxine Egert
MUSIC FUND
Paul Kaufman in honor of Pauline and Stan Hecht’s
50th Anniversary
PAUL S. LAZAR CARING COMMUNITY FUND
Michael and Gayle Goldberg wishing Joy and Dan
Firshein Mazel Tov on the naming of their
grandson, Rafael Jonathan Wallach
Wendy and Dan Dessanti with deepest sympathy to Janis
and Don Hoey on the loss of their son, Bradford,
and on the loss of Janis’s father, Charles Richard Maer

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Barbara Smolin in memory of Barbara’s parents, Edward
and Blanche Smolin
RABBI LOUIS J. SIGEL SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE
FUND
Teri Binder in loving memory of her husband,
Fred Binder
in honor of the birth and naming of Rafael
Jonathan Wallach, grandson of Joy and Dan Firshein
TEMPLE EMETH FUND
Fran LaBarbera
TEMPLE EMETH BEAUTIFICATION FUND
Philip and Sue Keusch in memory of Phil’s father,
Aaron Keusch
VIEWPOINTS FUND
Paula and Michael Dillon
YAHRZEIT FUND
Micki and Mike Grunstein in memory of Sylvia Sue
Liberman
Susanne Perl in memory of her father, Max Spritzer
Marian and Rubin Ferziger in memory of Rubin’s father,
Solomon Z. Ferziger
Mary Jane Tucker in memory of her mother, Elsie Albert
Barbara and Michael Bias in memory of Ruth Pasvoll,
beloved mother of Barbara Pasvoll Bias

Minutes from the January 10, 2019 Board of Trustees Meeting
Cantor’s Gala – Chairs Paula Dillon and Lisa Eig
Sunday, June 2nd at 5:00 pm.
It will not be formal sit-down type. They are still looking
for volunteers, especially for the Ad Journal. The Board
members were asked to donate 3 items each. Successful
“Give or Get” items were passed out as suggestions.
Pauline Hecht and Kendall Seidenari are chairing the
Silent Auction – please be creative. Items needed inhouse by 4/5/19.
Rabbi’s Report – Michael Breston’s HHD appeal resulted in 44 donations to HIAS totaling $6,280, plus additional of about $200 for an approximate total of $6,500.
On January 12th, One Book One Community /Jewish
Federations of New Jersey hosting Joseph Levine, Jr.,
founder of the Southern Poverty Law Center at Temple
Emeth. We will have security in the building
Morah Dora’s event – Sunday, March 31st, luncheon
from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. Jill Van Praugh and Svetlana
Norr are chairs. There will be scrapbook created in honor
of Dora, with contributions from prior students, this will
be a gift from Temple Emeth. The, Board voted to get an
additional gift.
Administrator’s Report – Rochelle was welcomed back
after missing the Nov. and Dec. meetings due to illness.
We have two new custodians in addition to Marisol –
Emerson and Amanda, who are working well, especially
while Rochelle was out.
The Alarm went off Friday and Saturday, - the alarm company to come in and analyze the reason. If ever the fire
14

alarm goes off, Do Not reset the alarm! The Fire Dept.
needs to see why it went off – they will reset it.
Treasurer’s Report –Report from Maryanne Tursi– 5%
of members have not paid. This is based on last year’s
pledge, not what they actually paid last year. Letters to go
out to those who haven’t made any payments.
Policy Manual vs. Constitution Task Force - Jill Kantor
reported that a review of the minutes has been made, and
the comparisons will be worked on. April Board meeting
deadline.
President’s Report –
Amy reported that there was a meeting with the Teaneck
PD to make a review of videos to recommend that staff,
Board and Religious School teachers watch. Teaneck PD
will have one day session and one evening session to build
on what the videos showed. That will be followed by one
or more drills.
Nominating Committee – Amy announced the following
committee members. Approved by the Board.
Marc Chelemer – Chair
Danielle Feuer – Bd. Member
Stephen Friedman –Bd. Member
Sam Gronner – Non Bd. Member
Gayle Goldberg - Non Bd. Member
Barry Kantor - Non Bd. Member
Stacey Butler - Non Bd. Member
(One Non Bd. Member to be Alternate)
Respectfully Submitted,
Jill Kantor
Assistant Secretary

201-928-0100
201-928-0406 (FAX)
e-mail: senweinberg@njleg.org

LORETTA WEINBERG
NEW JERSEY STATE SENATE
MAJORITY LEADER

We continue to be Jewish family managed,
knowing that caring people provide caring service.
GUTTERMAN AND MUSICANT JEWISH FUNERAL DIRECTORS
8005220588
WIEN & WIEN, INC. MEMORIAL CHAPELS
800-322-0533
402 PARK STREET, HACKENSACK, NJ 07601
ALAN L. MUSICANT, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 2890 • MARTIN D. KASDAN, N.J. Lic. No. 4482

545 CEDAR LANE
TEANECK, NJ 07666

SENATOR, 37TH DISTRICT
BERGEN COUNTY
Amazon helps to support the Temple
when you order by using the
Amazon.com link on our website.

Use the Amazon Link
on our Webpage
Support Temple Emeth by using our special
Amazon link to make purchases on Amazon.com.
Just visit www.emeth.org and click on the
Amazon.com button
at the bottom of each page,
then purchase to your heart's content!

Advance planning conferences conveniently arranged at our chapel or in your own home
GuttermanMusicantWien.com

Since 1954

Bergen County Reform Temple Memorial Association
A non‐profit organization
serving Temple Emeth
Burial plots at reasonable prices
Contact:
David Fox at (201) 836‐0260
Eric Loeb at (201) 692‐0211

Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad
in the Temple Emeth Bulletin

Eastern Board of Realtors
2018 Realtor of the Year
award winner
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Temple Emeth
1666 Windsor Road
Teaneck, New Jersey 07666
www.emeth.org
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED
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