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SHALACH   
MANOT 

Our Shalach Manot campaign is underway!           
We are ordering lots of goodies for the goodie bags.   

 

. 

Please place your order through ShulCloud by 

Thursday, February 29th.   

If you need any help, please reach out to me                           
by e-mail at shalachmanot@outlook.com    

In addition, please save the dates:                           
we will be packing Shalach Manot on          

Thursday, March 21st, and delivering baskets on 
Sunday, March 24th.  Everyone is welcome           

to join this Temple community event! 

More information will be forthcoming about how     
to sign up to help deliver Shalach Manot through 

ShulCloud. Thank you to everyone who has          
volunteered over the years.                             

Looking forward to seeing you this year! 

Shel Grossman,  
Shalach Manot Committee Chair 

To order, use this link https://www.emeth.org/campaign/shalach-manot-2024.html 
              and please make sure you have your login for ShulCloud.  

If you aren’t sure, contact the Temple office.
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Message From the Rabbi

Rabbi Steven Sirbu

Rabbi Rebecca Sirbu, Rabbi Steven 
Sirbu, Gayle Goldberg and Michael 
Goldberg attended an event in solidarity 
with Israel at the URJ150 convention in 
Washington in December. The event 
included a performance by renowned 
Israeli musician David Broza. 

Temple Emeth participants  in 
Etz Chayim sang at a collabo-
rative music service at Temple 
Sinai on January 5th. They are 
led by guest musician Sheldon 
Low (standing with guitar) 
and choir director Thomas 
Mustachio (seated). 

Rabbi Sirbu paid a visit   
to longtime Temple   
members Abby and Andy 
Schlectman in their home 
to offer a blessing on the 
occasion of their 63rd 
wedding anniversary. 

Rabbi Steven Sirbu, Michael 
Goldberg and Gayle Goldberg 
attended the 150th anniversary 
celebration of the Union for 
Reform Judaism (URJ) in 
Washington in December. 
 

Temple Emeth participants in Etz 
Chayim sang with special musical 
guest Sheldon Low at a collabora-
tive music service at Temple Sinai 
on January 5th. From the left are 
Cooper Zaretsky, Arianna 
Deninzon, Aria Zaretsky, teen  
advisor Emma Feuer, Olivia 
Wilson, Ellie Recinos and Aria 
Zaken. 

Members of 
the Etz 
Chayim 
Junior Choir 
attended a 
special 
rehearsal to 
prepare for  
an appearance at Temple Sinai with  
guest musician Sheldon Low. 
Front row: Ellie Recinos, Cooper 
Zaretsky, Aria Zaretsky, teen advisor 
Emma Feuer 
Back row: Aria Zaken, Olivia Wilson, 
Arianna Deninzon, choir director  
Thomas Mustachio. 

As part of the Temple’s Dor 
L’dor program, during which 
members of Emeth Teen 
Community-Mitzvah engage 
in intergenerational conversa-
tions with senior members, 
teens Marcos Piñones, 
Gregory Norr and Brandon 
Balfe visited with Anne and 
Ron Atlas. 

In preparation for Thanksgiving, 
members of Emeth Teen 
Community-Mitzvah volunteered 
at the Jewish Family and 
Children’s Services food pantry 
in Teaneck. Front row: Marcos 
Piñones and Thomas Piñones. 
Back row: Maya Zaken, Brandon 
Balfe, Zander Zaretsky, ETC 

Chair Ellen Monane, and Rabbi Sirbu. 

As part of the Temple’s Dor L’dor 
program, during which members of 
Emeth Teen Community-Mitzvah 
engage in intergenerational conversa-
tions with senior members, teens 
Thomas Piñones and Zander Zaretsky 
visited with Sharon and Art Vatsky. 

Photos provided by 
Rabbi Sirbu

My message this month is a series of photos that I took on my phone in recent months. Many of them 
were taken out of the building with our young people. I am pleased to share field trips and other activities 
with you. 



Behind the Scenes at Temple Emeth 
We have been livestreaming our services and special 
events for several years now.  The following is an 
account of how these services magically appear on 
your screen and the dedicated individuals who make it 
happen every Shabbat. 
 
Our “Stream Team” consists of Amanda Eastman, 

Rabbi Sirbu, Alison Reiser, Nickie Falk, Doug Falk, 
and all of the volunteers who push the buttons in the 
livestream control room during services. 
 
Amanda Eastman, chair of our 
Technology Committee, oversees the team.  
Rabbi Sirbu is responsible for scripting each 
service by choosing the prayers, pages, cam-
era angles, and other details.  In addition to 
keeping track of and providing the weekly Mi 
Shebeirach list, Alison coordinates the 
streaming schedule with all the volunteers. 
 
Doug and Nickie supplement the work that Rabbi and 
Alison do. Doug works each week with Rabbi Sirbu, 
coordinating a script that lays out all the camera posi-
tions for those in the livestream control room. Nickie 
schedules the weekly streams, and makes sure the Mi 
Shebeirach list, service titles, page numbers, and pho-
tos are ready for the livestream control room volun-
teers. 
 
I also would like to acknowledge Ed Pierce, who insti-
tuted the streaming system, Matthew Weiner, for his 
assistance with the sound, and Pauline Hecht, our 
most frequent volunteer in the livestream control room. 
 
Special thank you to our “Stream Team.”  I have 
heard from many congregants who really appreciate 
your efforts and dedication.   
If you are interested in joining the Stream Team, please 
contact Amanda or me.  Training will be provided. 
 
Thank Yous 

Thank you to Stacey Butler and her committee, Rabbi 

Sirbu, Rabbi Max Chaiken,  Suzannah Mercado, 
Alison Reiser, and Emeth Kesher for providing a 
meaningful and tasty Tu B’Shevat Seder. 
 
Thank you to Judy Distler and Steve Clark and their 
committee for coordinating the Trivia Night.  A good 
time was had by all.  Congratulations to the winners, 

though we are all winners! 
 
Upcoming Events 

February 24 – One Book One Synagogue Shabbaton – 

with the Author, Moriel Rothman-Zecher 

March 3 – Gilda and Robert Glazer Memorial Concert 

March 21 - Shalach Manot Packing 

March 24 - Shalach Manot Delivery 

March 29-31 – Scholar-in-Residence 

April 14 – Bazaar 

June 1 – Spring Gala 

 
Highlighting Board Member Marsha Sobel 

March 15, 2022 is the infamous day when 
Marsha and Morris Sobel joined Temple 
Emeth.  Marsha currently serves as our 
Assistant Secretary.  She is an active member 
of the Social Action and Spring Gala 
Committees, and last year she co-chaired our 

most successful Spring Gala with Morris.  Marsha and 
Morris also volunteer in the livestream control room 
during services. 
 
Marsha comes to Temple Emeth 
with a strong background in the 
Jewish World.  She is the Past 
President of both her former syna-
gogue, Temple Beth Jacob, and the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County. 
 
Marsha holds both a Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree 
from New York University in Elementary Education.  
During her career Marsha worked as an elementary 
school teacher, curriculum, program, and computer 
specialist, principal, and an assistant superintendent. 
 
Marsha and Morris have three adult children – Richard, 
Jaclyn, and Caryn.  Marsha volunteers at the Fort Lee 
Public Library, National Council of Jewish Women, 
and RAC-NJ Learning Together.  Thank you, Marsha. 

 
Please reach out to me with 
your questions and concerns.   
 
All the Best, 
Michael Goldberg, President 
 
 
 

Michael Goldberg

Message from the President



Making Teaneck a More Inclusive Community for People of All Ages and Abilities 

Disability Shabbat on February 23rd 

The speaker for the Disability Shabbat on February 23rd will be Elizabeth Davis, founder 

and director of the Bright Side Family. The Bright Side Family is an affiliated 

group of non-profit organizations that have been developed to respond to the 

needs of older adults in Teaneck. Ms. Davis will speak about Community 

Begins at Home, a new demonstration project that will offer home-safety assessments and 

increase advocacy on behalf of Teaneck residents aging with disabilities. About 45 percent of 

Teaneck residents living with a disability are over the age of 65, 

but the vast majority of Teaneck homes were built before the 

advent of accessible design strategies, making aging-in-place a challenge for 

many. The goal of this new effort will be to address the in-home and other chal-

lenges that too often prevent people from being able to fully participate in com-

munity life in Teaneck. The Bright Side Family is partnering on this project 

with the Township of Teaneck and Heightened, Independence and Progress 

Center for Independent Living (hipcil) and is funded with a grant from NJ 

Department of Human Services. 

Potluck Dinner, Family Shabbat 
Service and 

Siddur Ceremony 
on 

Friday, February 2nd 

Potluck Dinner at 6:00 to 7:15 p.m. 
Family Shabbat Service and Siddur Ceremony at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Emeth Kesher, the social group for our extended Temple Emeth family,  
as we come together as one congregation  

to celebrate our love of Jewish books 
and honor our 4th grade student as she receives her own Siddur. 

 
Bring your FAVORITE Jewish book to share  

with your Temple Emeth family. 
Learn about the amazing Temple Emeth library. 

Share in our love of books, stories, and knowledge together. 
 

RSVP required by January 31st. 
 

Register on ShulCloud using thie link: 
https://www.emeth.org/event/familyservicepotluck 

or call the Temple office at 201-833-1322 
or email: emethkesher@emeth.org
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Watch for an invitation - $125 per person – food, drink, 
music, love, laughter, kudos to the honorees! 

Help us keep the light burning! 
Join us please –  

Send your check to Temple Emeth  
with your name(s) to be listed: Lighting 

the Way

Honor the women who are lighting the way:

Nickie Falk, Linda Poskanzer, Cynthia Massarsky,  

Hildy Dillon, Karyle Goldstein

Patron - $1500, listing in journal, two tickets to the Gala 
Donor - $1000, listing in journal, one ticket to the Gala 
Sponsor - $750, listing in journal, $90 off Gala ticket  June 1, 

2024

SPRING GALA 2024

Place a black and white ad in our Journal 
(real and virtual) – 8.5” high x 5.25” wide  
or a color ad (inside or back covers only) – DETAILS BELOW 

 
Please mail or email your ad copy in Word (and have it designed for you), or camera-ready pdf  
or jpeg file to adjournal@emeth.org   Lisa Eig – Ad Chair – will answer any questions. 
 

Ad Deadline – May 10, 2024 
The journals will be distributed at the gala.                                                    

A virtual copy will be on the Temple Emeth website for one year.  
Send your check and ad form to Temple Emeth: 

1666 Windsor Road / Teaneck, NJ 07666 / Attn: 2024 Gala 
 

To pay by credit card, call the Temple office at 201 833-1322 
Contributions to the Ad Journal are tax deductible. 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
2024 Temple Emeth Gala Ad Journal form 

Name or 
Business____________________________________________________________________        
Contact Person (if business)____________________________________________________ 
Address _____________________________ Telephone _____________________________ 
Email_____________________________________________________  
 
___$500 Full inside color cover or   ___$500 Full back color cover….. 8”x 5” (3 pages)  
___$360 Full page….. 8”x 5” vertical 
___$180 Half page…..4”x 5” horizontal 
___$90 Quarter page…..4”x 2 1/4”, 2 1/4”x 4” horizontal or vertical 
___$50 Eighth page…..1 ¾” x 2 1/4”horizontal 
___$36 listing as Emeth Friend 
___$10 per name on grandchildren’s page 

JOURNAL ADS:
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AUCTION. . . Temple Emeth Gala, June 1, 2024 . . . AUCTION 

Dear Temple Members, Friends, and Supporters of Our Honorees: 

Nickie Falk, Past President; Cynthia Massarsky and Linda Poskanzer, Devotion Awards; 

Hildy Dillon and Karyle Goldstein, Save the World/Activism Awards 

 

Please join us, Saturday, June 1, 2024, as we celebrate these deserving Temple members.  There will be 

invitations to participate as a Patron, Donor, or Sponsor; to place an ad in the Journal in which we will 

sing their praises; to attend the Gala; and – Here and Now – a request for participation in a Silent Auction, 

with items and services donated or solicited by Temple members and friends. We hope everyone will have 

something to offer! 

 

Donations might include: 

Foreign language lessons, academic tutoring, a computer tune-up; time at someone’s vacation home;    

meal prepared by a Temple chef; wine/cheese/gourmet food basket; tickets to an opera or Broadway show;   

massage, makeover, or spa day; yard clean-up or decluttering services; painting, photograph, or other  

work of art; gift certificate to a restaurant; car service to and from a nearby airport; a house portrait,      

fine jewelry, etc. (no attic treasures please!). 

 

Think about what you might offer that someone might want or need!  What business do you know that 

might contribute something?   

 

Please send in the form below. Donations may be dropped off (or can be picked up); services may be 

described. We will have online bidding (open to the public, but you may indicate if something can be 

ONLY for Temple members) and will go live at the Gala. 

 

Thank you, 

Merri Adler-Ross, Auction Chair, Email: auction@emeth.org 

 
 

Spring Gala Auction Donation Form – Please return to the Temple office. 

 

Name: (Please print) _____________________________________________________________  

 

Yes!  I will contribute the following items: ___________________________________________________________  

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________  

          

valued at: ______ to the Auction. I may be reached at: (phone and email – to discuss drop-off/pick-up)  

 

_________________________________________    __________________________________________________ 
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It is a real treat to be part of a communal learning experience, and a wonderful opportunity to do just that is 
coming soon! Temple Emeth nurtures our commitment to Jewish scholarship by hosting the bi-annual Rabbi 
Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence weekend. We encourage all our members to attend all or 
part of this year’s program. Temple Emeth is pleased to welcome Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin as our 
scholar for the Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence weekend. This program is a tribute 
to Rabbi Sigel’s lifelong commitment to scholarship.  We honor his memory in this biannual 
event by inviting an international scholar to lead us in study and learning. The theme for the 
weekend will be “Martini Judaism:  For Those Who Want to Be Shaken and Stirred.”  
(This is also the title of our scholar’s award-winning podcast). 

About Our Scholar 
Pulpit rabbi, author, and podcaster, Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin may be best known for his first book Putting God on 
the Guest List:  How to Reclaim the Spiritual Meaning of Your Child’s Bar or Bat Mitzvah (first edition 1992).  
Since then, in numerous books, essays, and podcasts, Rabbi Salkin has offered his take on gender, politics, 
popular culture, and the intellectual defense of Israel. He maintains that “the role of Judaism is to shake us—
to disrupt our usual ways of seeing the world—and to stir us—to deeper connection, affiliation, and meaning.”  
His talks are designed to make us think deeply and act passionately.  Rabbi Salkin comes to us from West 
Palm Beach, Florida, where he has served as the rabbi for Temple Israel.  This is a return engagement for 
Rabbi Salkin; he was our Trachtenberg lecturer on “The Gods Are Broken.”  His latest book Tikkun 
Ha’am/Repairing Our People:  Israel and the Crisis of Liberal Judaism will be the basis for several of Rabbi 
Salkin’s presentations. 
 About the Weekend 
Our weekend begins at 6 p.m. on Friday March 29th with Shabbat dinner.  Rabbi Salkin speaks during Friday 
night services on the topic “Is There a Future for Liberal Judaism in America?” We reconvene for Torah 
Study Saturday morning at 9, when Rabbi Salkin leads a discussion of the week’s portion, Parashat Tzav.  
Our weekend continues with Saturday morning services and a Shabbat lunch. At 1 p.m. Rabbi Salkin presents 
“Fixing the Broken Hallelujah,” an intimate encounter with the theology and poetry of Leonard Cohen 
through Christian, Jewish, and mystical imagery.  On Sunday morning March 31st at 10 a.m. we enjoy a bagel 
brunch and at 11 a.m. Rabbi Salkin’s final lecture, “Why Jews Don’t Cancel.” 
 
All lectures are free and open to the public.  It is our hope that you will participate in the Rabbi Louis J. Sigel 
Scholar-in-Residence Weekend by coming to those lectures and whatever meals you choose.  We welcome 
patrons, sponsors, and benefactors whose support assures the continued existence of this special program.  If 
you have any questions, contact David Fox or Marion Wolf at SIR@emeth.org.  We are looking forward to 
sharing this tribute to Rabbi Sigel with you.

Temple Emeth invites you to our One Book, One Synagogue Shabbaton on Saturday, February 

24th to explore the themes of “Sadness is a White Bird,” by Moriel Rothman-Zecher. 
9:00 a.m. – Text Study Session: “The Poetry of Mahmoud Darwish”. Regarded as Palestine’s national poet, 
Mahmoud Darwish (1941-2008) wrote poems that often spoke about the pain of exile. “Sadness is a White 
Bird,” quotes from five of these poems, and the title is also taken from Darwish’s work. We will study and 
discuss one of these poems as a way to understand the relationship between Arabs and Israel. 
10:30 a.m. – Shabbat Service. This morning’s Shabbat service will incorporate the themes of our book. 
Noon – Festive Kiddush Lunch. Join us in the Social Hall for a Kiddush lunch. Lunch is free, but 
RSVPs are required by Tuesday, February 20th by using this ShulCloud link:  

https://www.emeth.org/event/feb24lunch 
12:45 p.m. – Book Discussion and Film. Following lunch we welcome Moriel Rothman-Zecher to 
Temple Emeth. He will reveal how much of his novel is autobiographical. In light of the current war 
between Israel and Hamas, he continues to challenge our assumptions, writing, “My novel, like all of 
my work, refuses any narrative of demonization of anyone, knowing, believing, that there are, in fact, 
no demons in this world, only aching, frightened confused humans.” 
Following the discussion with Mr. Rothman-Zecher, we will screen a film about three Palestinian Israeli 
women living in an apartment in Tel Aviv, trying to find a balance between traditional and modern culture. 

ONE BOOK, ONE SYNAGOGUE SHABBATON on FEBRUARY 24th

Temple Emeth’s Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence Weekend 
March 29-31, 2024
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Services and S’machot 

 

23 Sh’vat  5784 Shabbat Yitro 
Friday, February 2 Family Shabbat Service and Kabbalat Siddur 

Ceremony at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Saturday, February 3 Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.  
Shabbat Morning Healing Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 
Torah Portion: Yitro Haftarah   
Exodus 18:1-20:23 Isaiah 6:1-7:6; 9:5-9:6 
 

 
30 Sh’vat 5784 Rosh Chodesh Adar I 
 
Friday, February 9 Shabbat Evening Service – HIAS Refugee Shabbat  

at 8:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, February 10 Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.  
Shabbat Morning Service with Rosh Chodesh 
Celebration at 10:30 a.m. 

 
Torah Portion: Mishpatim Haftarah  
Exodus 21:1-24:18 Isaiah 66:1-13, 23 
    
 

 
7 Adar I 5784 Shabbat T’rumah 
 
Friday, February 16 Shabbat Evening Service at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, February 17 Torah Study at 9:00 a.m. 

Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Torah Portion: T’rumah Haftarah 
Exodus 25:1-27:19 I Kings 5:26-6:13 
 
 
14 Adar I 5784 Shabbat T’tzaveh 
 
Friday, February 23 Shabbat Evening Service – Disabilities Shabbat with 

Guest Speaker Elizabeth Davis at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, February 24 One Book, One Synagogue Shabbaton 

Text Study at 9:00 a.m. on the poetry of Mahmoud 
Darwish 
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m. followed by 
Kiddush Lunch at 12:00 p.m.; discussion with author  
Moriel Rothman-Zecher and film at 12:45 p.m. 
 

Torah Portion T’tzaveh Haftarah 
Exodus 27:20-30:10 Ezekiel 43:10-27
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For the most up-to-date information, visit the Temple website at www.emeth.org/calendarwiz

On two consecutive Tuesdays, February 27 and March 5, we are going to have Zoom programming about 
the Jews of Salonica. This is part of our One Book, One Synagogue programming on “Sadness is a White 
Bird.”  
“Sadness is a White Bird,” by Moriel Rothman-Zecher has two key scenes that take place in Salonica, 
Greece. One is a flashback to when Jonathan’s grandfather, Saba Yehuda, was a boy. The other is when 
Jonathan makes his own pilgrimage to the city after graduating from high school. As part of our “One 
Book, One Synagogue” programming on this compelling novel, Temple Emeth invites you to                                     
the following Zoom classes: 
Tuesday, February 27 at 8:00 p.m. “The Jews of Salonica,” with Dr. Devin E. Naar, 
Professor of Sephardic Studies at the University of Washington. 
Tuesday, March 5 at 8:00 p.m. “The Jewish Music of Salonica,” with Simone Salmon, 
Graduate Student in Ethnomusicology at the UCLA School of Music. 
 Use this Zoom link for both sessions:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89527122410?pwd=cFNBOFJndTZtQm1nTmVrK1R1amtNUT09 

One Book, One Synagogue Zoom Programs on Tuesday evenings

Adult Education Mini University: Tuesday February 6 at 8:00 p.m.  
“Our New Reality After October 7,” with Rabbi Steven Sirbu 

(make-up date February 13) 



Good & Welfare 
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Condolences to...
Peter Adler on the loss of his cousin, Carrie Adler Reibman. 

Mazel Tov to… 
Steve and Holly Clark on the birth of their granddaughter, Taylor Mae Clark. Parents are Marty and  
         Erin Clark. 
Greg and Shana Janoff on the engagement of their daughter, Layla, to Josh Hixson. 

Welcome new members … 
Jacob and Laura Dickerman and their son Charlie.

Upcoming
Social Action Committee Meeting,  
Sunday, February 4 at 9:45 a.m. via Zoom.  

Friday, February 9, 2024 HIAS Refugee Shabbat  
with Martin Breznick and John Cavallo speaking    
on “A Journey Like No Other.” 

Learning Together Campaign Update 
 
The Social Action Committee has been working with 
RAC-NJ  on various projects, one of which is the  
Learning Together  campaign. Learning Together 
started with a statewide suit,  Latino Action Network 
v State of NJ.  RAC-NJ is not a party to the suit and, 
in fact, it does not take a position on whether the 
plaintiffs’ decision to file the suit was the right tacti-
cal choice.  But we believe that this suit is likely to 
bring significant change to our state, and we want to 
think together, as Reform Jews, about how we should 

 

 Social Action in Action

February Social Action Calendar

   Our mission is to support, celebrate, empower, and advocate for LGBTQ+ families and their friends at 
every stage of their lives. 
   Families with loved ones who identify as LGBTQ+     
have unique challenges and special opportunities.     
Rainbow Family Circle offers a welcoming space to   
explore questions, concerns, and hopes. 
   Participants will receive support from other families,      
as well as mental health professionals. Those who        
identify as LGBTQ+ and their friends are also  
welcome to attend to strengthen their relationships. 
   Rainbow Family Circle will provide opportunities to 
learn, meet new friends, and learn in  a safe and inclu-
sive setting. Meetings will be held the 4th Wednesday of every month in the Youth Lounge. 

use our collective voices to ensure that our needs 
and values are considered in any school integration 
plan that is crafted. 

Before RAC-NJ takes any public position we want 
to make sure that those positions are deeply and 
widely reflective of our congregations’ values and 
lived experiences. 

In late January, a group of Temple Emeth congre-
gants came together for a Community 
Conversation. The purpose of this meeting was to 
share personal stories of our own, or of a family 
member, about how segregation or integration has 
impacted or shaped our lives. RAC-NJ also shared 
a Vision Statement to get input from the group. 

We expect to host more of these meetings in the 
spring, so when someone calls you and mentions a 
RAC-NJ Community Conversation, we hope you 
will accept the invitation to join us. 

Wednesdays at 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

February 28, March 27, April 24, May 22, and June 26 

For further information: 201.885.3522



Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library  
      Monthly News Update:    

 ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES ACCREDITATION 

Escaping Winter Blues 
                  By Marion Wolf

In the middle of winter, we can be sustained by 

memories of summer past and hopes for our future.  

Perhaps two new books in the Rabbi Joshua 

Trachtenberg Memorial Library will get us through 

these snowy days:  one is called The Jews of 

Summer, and the other is simply entitled Hope. 

 

The Jews of Summer:  

Summer Camp and Jewish 

Culture in Postwar America is 

a work of non-fiction by 

Sandra Fox.  It is both scholar-

ly and entertaining, a rare feat 

according to Lila Corwin 

Berman of Temple University.  

In the decades after the Holocaust, American Jewish 

leaders wondered how Jewish culture could be pre-

served, given the threats of growing affluence, sub-

urbanization, and assimilation.  Their solution was 

immersive sleepaway camps, “as places for children 

and teenagers to socialize and experience Jewish 

culture.  Adults’ fears, hopes, and dreams about the 

Jewish future inflected every element of camp life, 

from the languages they taught to what was encour-

aged romantically and permitted sexually.  But chil-

dren and teenagers also shaped these sleepaway 

camps to mirror their own desires and interests, 

deciding whether to accept or resist the ideas and 

ideologies their camp leaders promoted.”  The Jews 

of Summer has photos and anecdotes from a variety 

of summer camps—some that taught Yiddish, some 

that were Zionist, and others from the Reform and 

Conservative movements.  This book may evoke 

nostalgia, even as it describes a rite of passage that is 

still a significant influence on Jewish life today. 

 

If you feel nostalgic for the 2010s and the hopeful-

ness of the Obama era, you might enjoy Andrew 

Ridker’s novel Hope.  It is set in 2013 in Brookline, 

Massachusetts, where the author grew up.  The story 

is all about the seemingly perfect Greenspan family.  

Scott Greenspan is a successful cardiologist, whose 

idealistic wife Deb helps resettle refugees.  Their 

daughter Maya works in publishing in New York; 

their son Gideon is hoping to follow in his father’s 

footsteps.  But Scott gets caught falsifying blood 

samples in his lab, and this sets in motion a series of 

scandals: “Deb leaves him for a female power bro-

ker; Maya rekindles a haz-

ardous affair from her 

youth; and Gideon drops 

out of college to go on a 

dangerous journey.”  We 

follow the Greenspans 

through a tumultuous year 

of questioning and compro-

mising their core values.  

Somehow, they emerge resilient, connected, and still 

hopeful.  Lee Cole calls Hope “laugh-out-loud hilar-

ious,” while Hanna Halperin says it is “a brilliantly 

perceptive portrait of an American Jewish family.” 

 

You can spend a year with the Greenspans or look 

back on summer camp just by borrowing a book from 

the Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library. 

If you would like to borrow any of these books or DVDs from the Temple library contact            

Teri Binder at twbinder@aol.com or Marion Wolf at marionewolf@yahoo.com.
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EMETH TEEN COMMUNITY FUND 
Victor Cohen and June Witterschein-Cohen 
 
JANICE PRESCHEL SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
Susan and Marty Breznick wish Steve and Holly 

Clark a Mazel Tov on the birth of their
granddaughter, Taylor Mae Clark

Steve and Holly Clark wish Doug and Nickie Falk 
Mazel Tov on the birth of their granddaughter, 
Persephone Indigo 

Alan and Andrea Winters in memory of Felipa 
“Flip” Bernard, beloved wife of Larry Bernard 

 
PAUL S. LAZAR CARING COMMUNITY FUND 
Nancy Mednick in memory of her beloved mother, 

Louise Norman 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Micki and Mike Grunstein in memory of their 

beloved aunt, Sylvia “Sue” Liberman 
Alissa Sandler in memory of her beloved aunt, Carol 

Biegel 
 
REPLACE THE ROOF 
Nickie and Doug Falk in memory of Nickie’s 

beloved father, Meyer Millman 
 
TEMPLE EMETH FUND 
Susan and Marty Breznick wish Doug and Nickie 

Falk a Mazel Tov on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Persephone Indigo 

Steve and Holly Clark thank Judy Distler for 
a wonderful New Year’s Eve party 

CONTRIBUTIONS
Judy Distler wishes Steve and Holly Clark a Mazel 

Tov on the birth of their granddaughter, Taylor 
Mae Clark 
wishes a Mazel Tov to Greg and Shana Janoff
on the engagement of their daughter, 
Layla to Josh Hixson 

Doug and Nickie Falk wish Steve and Holly Clark a 
Mazel Tov on the birth of their granddaughter, 
Taylor Mae Clark 

Sue Keusch in memory of her beloved husband, 
Phil Keusch 

 
VIEWPOINTS FUND 
Robbie Liblit in memory of her beloved mother, 

Helen Abrams; her beloved husband, Jerry 
Liblit; and her beloved brother, David Abrams 

 
YAHRZEIT FUND  
Michael and Barbara Bias in memory of Michael’s 

beloved mother, Rhoda Bias 
George and Laurie Fox in memory of Laurie’s 

beloved father, Sol Goldenbach 
Carol Heischober in memory of her beloved 

husband, Robert Heischober, and her beloved 
mother, Ann Kirshenbaum 

Sue Keusch in memory of her beloved father-in-law, 
Aaron Keusch 

Jeffrey and Nan Lehmann in memory of Jeffrey’s 
beloved mother, Charlotte Lehmann, and 
beloved father, Henry Lehmann 

Carole Rothstein in memory of her beloved husband, 
Harold Rothstein 

Joan Rubenstein in memory of her beloved son, 
Mark Windell, and her beloved father, 
William Abrams 

Please consider sponsoring an Oneg on a 
Friday night. Let the Temple family share 
your joy. You may bake, buy, or pay 
(Temple) to do something special or       
recognize someone - for a birthday, 
anniversary, birth, graduation, marriage,     
or - just because! 

Let us tell you more. 
Mary Jane Tucker or Judy 
Distler at oneg@emeth.org  

We hope to hear from you! 

CELEBRATE A 

SIMCHA ON 

SHABBAT

 
Did you know that the Paul S. Lazar 
Caring Committee has a fund to pay 
for Uber/Lyft rides to services and 
Temple events for members? 
 
Please contact caring@emeth.org or 
call the Temple office at 201-833-1322 
at least two days in advance if you 
would like us to arrange a ride for you.

RIDES to TEMPLE SERVICES and EVENTS

RIDE?

NEED A
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Repro 
Shabbat on 
January 12th 
featured a 
speech by 
Rabbi Rebecca 
Schorr entitled 
“Reproductive 
Choice is a 
Jewish Value.”

The Viewpoints 
committee   
presented the 
film, “Torn,” 
followed by a 
discussion led 
by Karen 
Rappaport on 
January 14th.

Rabbi Sirbu 
delivered the 
benediction at 
the community  
Martin Luther 
King Jr. cele-
bration hosted 
by Temple 
Emeth  on 
January 15th.

Alissa Sandler 
spoke about her 
kidney donation 
experience and 
Marc Chelemer 
was the cantorial 
soloist and Torah 
reader at the 
Shabbat service 
on January 19th.

The next Fun and Games Day at Temple Emeth 
will be held on Wednesday, February 14th from 
1:30 to 4:30 p.m. (and continuing on the second 
Wednesday of every month).   
If you play Canasta, Bridge, Mahjong, Scrabble, Chess or other games we will have tables 
and chairs set up in the social hall for you to play with your family and friends.  It’s 
absolutely free for Temple members (and for non-members who play at their table). Cost is 
$5 for non-members.   
Come with a full table to play (and if not let us know and we will try to fit you in at a table). 
Bring your games, cards and sets. Coffee, tea and water will be provided and feel free to 
bring your own refreshments. 
Call the office at (201) 833-1322 to register for February 14th.   
Any questions? Contact Caryn at gameday@emeth.org 

Fun and Games Day
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Movies That Mattered

This film, written by Joe Eszterhas and directed by Costa-Gavras, tells the 

story of a Hungarian-American immigrant who is accused of having been  

a war criminal. The plot revolves around his daughter (Jessica Lange), an 

attorney, who defends him, and her struggle to uncover the truth. It is 

loosely based on the real life case of John Demjanjuk. 

The next movie is “Music Box” 
on Tuesday, February 20 at 7:30 p.m.

Refreshments will be served.

MOVIES THAT 
MATTERED

For information contact Susan or Eley at movies@emeth.org

Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Sirbu 
Wednesdays, from 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Lunch and Learn is a weekly conversation on ideas that challenge us to think deeply. This year, we are study-
ing the Biblical prophets and their message of justice, and modern texts that continue the legacy of the 
prophets. Our textbook is “Prophetic Voices: Renewing and Reimagining Haftarah.” This book, published 
by CCAR Press not only explores the meaning of the Haftarah portions, but the context of the Haftarah 
itself. Copies of the book are available for purchase in the Temple office; it is also available as an e-book. 
Every six weeks or so, we set our books aside and discuss a topic from current events. You bring your lunch, 
and we provide the learning…and the coffee. 
Click on link below to join on Zoom. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84261140680?pwd=TFZ4VlpsMlhCMlI2bzlzUE9HZlU3Zz09#success 
Meeting ID 842 6114 0680 
Password 686599 
For audio only, dial 929 205 6099 

A free concert of music by Leonard Bernstein will 
take place at Temple Emeth on 

Sunday, March 3, 2024 at 2:00 p.m.   
Sponsored by the Robert and Gilda 

Glazer Fund (late members of  
Temple Emeth) the concert will     
feature “Halil,” a nocturne for     

Flute, Piano, and Three 
Percussionists, as well as other Bernstein works.   

The entire community is invited, and           
refreshments will be served. 

Cantor Tilem leads “Growing Through Grief,” a 
bereavement support group for those who are 
struggling with grief after the loss of a loved one. 
Group members are welcome to bring friends or 
relatives who are working through loss. Please 
email or call Cantor Tilem before attending to be 
sure that group fits your unique needs.  

Meetings will be on Thursdays at 5:00 p.m. 
February 1, 8, 15 

CARING COMMITTEE 
 
Do you have medical equipment available? 
The Paul S. Lazar Caring Committee is  
compiling a list of medical equipment that 
Temple members have available to lend to  
fellow congregants as needed. If you can 
help, please contact us at caring@emeth.org 

FREE CONCERT

Growing Through Grief PUBLICITY COMMITTEE NOTICE 
 

In order to ensure promotion of committee 
events in local publications, information 
must be provided at least two weeks in 

advance to Carla Silver: 
publicity@emeth.org. Event dates and 

times should also be provided to the office 
in order to be listed in the Temple calendar.
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Trivia Night on 
January 27th, organ-
ized by Judy Distler 
and Steve Clark, and 

Robert Klein.

Religious 

School 

Tu B’Shevat 

activities 

with Temple 

Sinai were 

held on 

January 

21st.

Emeth Kesher Tu B’Shevat seder on January 21st, led by Rabbi Sirbu, was organized by Stacey 
Butler with setup help from Beth and Kate Pascarello, Susan and Marty Breznick, and Brandon 
Balfe. Music provided by Rabbi Max Chaiken.

Kol Emet sang and Cantor Tilem spoke about her trip to Israel at the  
Shabbat Shirah Service on January 26th.
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CONTRIBUTION FORM 
 

$___________ Enclosed ($10 minimum)  Fund Name___________________________________________ 
 
Contributed by___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Send Acknowledgment to: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Message_________________________________________________________________________________

Use this form    
to send an 

acknowledgment 
for life cycle 

events to your 
friends and   

family and at   
the same time 
perform the  
mitzvah of  

tzedaka.

Contributory Funds - contributions are deposited in the Temple Emeth Funds Account and drawn for use by the designated committee 
• Adult Education Fund • Adult Kallah Fund • Albert & Mildred Otten Institute for Living Arts 

• Beautification Fund • Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Fund • Children’s Worship Fund 

• College Kids Fund • Emeth Teen Community Fund • Environment Fund 

• Abe Golomb Religious School Scholarship Fund • Ilana Hed Religious School Fund • Inscribed Prayerbook Fund ($50 minimum) 
• Library Fund • Museum Fund • Music Fund • Prayerbook Fund 

• Janice Preschel Social Action Committee Fund • Ritual Fund • Roof Repair Fund • Margery Rothschild Memorial Israel Fund 

• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence Fund • Straussman Memorial Youth Award Fund • Streaming Fund 

• Temple Emeth Fund • Torah Repair Fund • Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Lecture Fund 

• Viewpoints Fund • Yahrzeit Fund • Youth Committee Program Fund 

Endowed Funds - contributions are added to principal held by the Temple Emeth Endowment Foundation with fund income distributed yearly 
• Adult Kallah Scholarship Fund • Dru and Ted Greenwood Youth Awards Fund • Grunstein-Liberman Endowed Fund

• Honigberg/Howard Religious School Scholarship Fund • Lazar Educational Enrichment Fund • Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Endowed Fund

• Alfred and Helen Levin Youth Award Fund • Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Endowment Fund • Ned and Doris Siner Music Fund

• Temple Emeth Endowment Fund  

Other Funds - contributions are used at the discretion of the recipient • Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund     • Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 

          Temple Emeth Book Group Selections 2024

 
February 21st  Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus        
March 20th  More Than I Love My Life by David Grossman    
April 17th   Go As A River by Shelley Read         
May 15th  The Postcard by Anne Berest 
June 15 Planning Meeting   
               For information contact Brenda at bookgroup@emeth.org             

Meetings take place in the Library and on Zoom  
at 2:30 p.m. on the following Wednesdays: 

WHERE BERGEN COUNTY

CELEBRANTS

RENT AND RAVE!

2023

Jewish Standard

Readers’ Choice

‘Place For A Party’Rent and Rave!   
Have you seen the new cards (brought to you by the 

Madmen - and women - of the Marketing Committee) 

that are advertising Emeth as a space to rent?  We 

have a state-of-the-art kitchen, huge ballroom, ample 

parking, and the youth lounge for smaller events.  

Consider Emeth if you're planning a party (discounted 

rates for members), and spread the word!  Call the 

office for details (dates, rates, etc.)

Yiddish Class Meets Mondays at 10:30 a.m. in the library and on Zoom. 
Come join our Yiddish class with instructor David Braun      

Use this link to join on Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89573268791?pwd= YUtoSThYaENXSVZRVzVxR0hhS0NMZz09 

Meeting ID 895 7326 8791  Passcode 559981  For audio only, dial 929 205 6099 



Cantorial Search Committee Report: 
Carol Shansky reported on the Cantorial Search 
Committee.  Rabbi Sirbu, Michael Goldberg, and 
Carol Shansky met to come up with a plan.  After a 
discussion with the placement office at HUC, it was 
agreed that we would not begin our search until June, 
2024.  The committee will explore all opportunities 
with all appropriate employment agencies.  
 
President’s Report: 
A nominating committee has been formed with Jill 
Kantor chairing.  The motion presented by Michael 
Goldberg to approve the nominating committee mem-
bers passed. 
Bergenfield Board of Education wants to finalize our 
agreement with them by the end of December, 2023.  
They do not have any major issues with the contract, 
but need to finalize numbers. 
Michael and Gayle Goldberg will be going to the 
URJ’s 150th celebration in DC this coming weekend.  
Rabbi Sirbu will attend on Sunday. 
Rabbi Sirbu will be away this weekend.  Rabbi Schorr 
will be on the bima in his place Friday evening and 
Satuday morning.  She will also do Torah Study.  
Amanda Eastman will assist where needed.   
Temple Sinai notified us that Guy Ratki, the director 
of Congregational Learning gave them notice.  He is 
stepping away from his role at Temple Sinai and the 
collaborative Religious School.  They are currently 
looking for an interim to fill the position until a per-
manent replacement is found.  In the meantime, 
Stacey Butler will be at the Religious School on 
Sundays to help.   
In addition, Rabbi Millstein will be on a sabbatical 
beginning January 1.    
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Gary Richards distributed A Restricted Cash report.  
Parsonage for Rabbi Sirbu will be $78,000 for this 
year.  Parsonage for Cantor Tilem will be $66,512 for 
this year. 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report: 
Alan Winters distributed the Voluntary Commitment 
report.  Pledges are still coming in.  There are still 
some outstanding values.  
 
Strategic Planning and Implementation Report: 
Stacey Butler and David Fox presented the two com-
ponents of this report. 
Stacey reported about the Religious School. 
David reported that the Temple Emeth Winter 
Programs brochure was mailed to everyone this past 
week.  The Spring Programs brochure will be mailed 
out at the beginning of March.  There is an effort to 
go back to mailing out information on events instead 
of just emailing.  A postcard was also sent out about 
the New Year’s Eve party. 

David also talked about the financial deficit that Gary 
presented in his report.  Due to the increase in the 
need for security more financial resources will be 
needed.  If we continue the current use of security 
guards, the estimated cost will $22,000 per year. 
He also reported that there was a financial planning 
philanthropy meeting at the end of November with 
all Temple financial officers in attendance.  When the 
voluntary commitment initiative was started, the pro-
jected need for each family commitment was $2,450.  
Now this has risen to approximately $3,000.  There is 
a hope that each family will be able to increase their 
commitment. 
There needs to be a push to reduce expenses.  
Currently our URJ dues are $18,000.   
There was some question about our URJ dues and 
whether we can get them reduced.  This has been 
done in the past.  A motion was made to have our 
Treasurer (Gary Richards), Financial Secretary (Alan 
Winters), Assistant Financial Secretary (Paula 
Dillon) and Past President (Michael Robinson) meet 
with URJ to get our dues reduced.  A meeting date 
will be set by the next Board meeting. The motion 
was passed to have the above group ask for a two-
year suspension in URJ dues. 
Steve Clark reported that as of this meeting, 60 peo-
ple have signed up for the New Year’s Eve party.  The 
deadline for the New Year’s Eve party is December 
15 and will be adhered to.  It is important to establish 
real deadlines and stick to them. 
There are also plans for a Trivia Night, beer tasting, 
open mic night and a Talent Show.   
We are still looking for rentals for the Temple to 
increase income. 
 
Proposed Resolution – Security Assessment 
At this time, we are increasing our security guard 
presence.  This is an unanticipated expense.  The 
board knows how important this security is to the 
congregation.  There was a discussion about how we 
can meet this financial need.  It was determined that 
we need to assess our congregants.  A motion was 
made by Marc Chelemer and seconded by Stacey 
Butler to assess each family/household $100 per year 
to help pay for the security guards.  The motion 
passed. 
 
Proposed Resolution – Absentee Voting for a 
Congregational Meeting 
The committee to look into this is composed of Alan 
Winters, Bob Kahn and Howard Lieberman.  Bob 
Kahn distributed a handout and led the discussion on 
the pros and cons of proxy voting and absentee bal-
lots.  They are researching this topic and will come 
back to the board with their findings. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marsha Sobel 

Summary of Minutes from the December 14th Board of Trustees Meeting
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Visit the Temple website at www.emeth.org

Since 1954

Bergen County Reform Temple Memorial Association

A non-profit organization
serving Temple Emeth

Burial plots at reasonable prices

Contact:

David Fox at (201) 836-0260

Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad 
in the Temple Emeth Bulletin

Amazon helps to support the Temple 

when you order by using the 

Amazon.com link on our website

Use the Amazon Link 
on our Webpage

Support Temple Emeth by using our special  
Amazon link to make purchases on Amazon.com. 

Just visit www.emeth.org and click on the 
Amazon.com button  

at the bottom of each page,  
then purchase to your heart’s content! 

E v e r y 

f a m i l y 

has a 

story, a 

u n i q u e 

s t o r y . 

What is yours? 

Happy to help you with all your 
real estate needs including tax appeals, 
estate matters, and selling your home. 

A realtor for all seasons 

Wendy Wineburgh Dessanti

Broker/Sales Associate 
c:  201 310-2255 (preferred) 
o:  201 569-7888 
e:  wendydess@aol.com

Serving Bergen County for over 
25 Years with Integrity, 

Professionalism and Results

Temple Emeth has many talented member artists. 

ETC 
B’nai 
Mitzvah 
Learner’s 
Service 
on 
January 
27th.

The ARZA breakfast organized by Elliot Steinberg on January 28th featured Dr. Adam Goldstein, trauma surgeon,  
introduced by his cousin Nicole Motz, and Binyamin Klempner. Letter writing to soldiers in Israel was encouraged.
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