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Temple Emeth

Temple Emeth invites you to the
20th Annual Chanukah Dinner

Bring your menorahs, candles, and friends.
Friday, December 20, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.

All new 2019 Temple members
are invited as our guests.

Enjoy a Kosher meal followed by a Music Service at 8 p.m.
RSVP by December 13th.

To RSVP for the Chanukah Dinner see page 7.

For more information or to volunteer contact:
Kendall Seidenari at kdoll143@gmail.com
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Message From the Rabbi
This is the last Temple Bulletin before I take a sabbatical
from late December until late March. The idea of the sabbat-
ical originates in the Torah, in Leviticus Chapter 25:2-3,
which says, “Six years you may sow your field and six years
you may prune your vineyard and gather in the yield. But in
the seventh year the land shall have a sabbath of complete
rest, a sabbath of the Eternal….” While modern agronomy
understands this as being an opportunity for the land to
replenish its nutrients and become more fertile in the long
run, the Torah does not offer that as the
rationale. Rather, the sabbatical is an
acknowledgment that all land belongs to
God and that human beings, no matter what
the terms of the deed they hold, are merely
tenants. The sabbatical is a test of faith for
the people who must refrain from working
the land and still believe that it will yield
enough crop to feed them.

The sabbatical year for the land parallels the
idea of Israelites and their households
observing Shabbat on the seventh day, which
is introduced in Genesis and is formalized in
the Ten Commandments.

The idea of a person taking a sabbatical year
is a much newer one. It is most common in
academia, but the opportunity to rest from
one’s normal responsibilities in order to
become more productive in the long run can
benefit people in all kinds of professions.

I am grateful to have this time to pursue activities that will
renew my energy and improve my rabbinic skills. My sab-
batical was originally to have been a year ago, but with a
Scholar-in-Residence program on the calendar last April and
Mora Dora and Cantor Tilem each honored at separate
events for milestone anniversaries at the Temple, the time
didn’t seem right. So, with the consent of the Board of
Trustees, my sabbatical was postponed one year.

The most common questions I have received lately about
my sabbatical are: “Where are you going to go?” and “Who
is going to fill in for you while you’re gone?”

My plans include some travel, including reconnecting with
family in Texas and in California. I have registered for an
arts and culture themed tour of Israel through the Central
Conference of American Rabbis. And I have been in touch
with HIAS to participate in a trip to the US-Mexico border
to assess the conditions of refugees and asylum seekers,
though it is as yet undetermined whether such a trip will
happen during my sabbatical. Because of my family com-
mitments, however, I will be based at home for much of the

time. This will enable me to read books, visit
museums, and attend services at other syna-
gogues which I simply do not otherwise
have the time to do. I also plan to do some
research on the gig economy, as I assess the
pros and cons from a Jewish values-based
perspective.

During my absence, I will rely largely on
Temple volunteers to fill in for me in my
roles on the bimah, at Torah study, and at
Lunch and Learn. I am teaching a class this
fall to help train for these roles. Cantor Tilem
will be working hard, especially on Shabbat.
Amanda Eastman, who graduated from the
University of Hartford last spring, is already
getting to know the young people in Emeth
Teen Community so she can lead the events
in my absence, which will include a trip to

the Museum of Jewish Heritage in New York
City. And my substitute for my seventh grade
class in the religious school will be

announced soon. In other words, it will be a team effort,
involving dozens of people; if you would like to help, send
me an email at ssirbu@emeth.org with your interests and
availability, and I will put you on the schedule.

I am deeply grateful to the Board and to you, the congrega-
tion of Temple Emeth, for permitting me this opportunity to
renew and refresh. I know it will not come without incon-
venience, but at the same time, I am hopeful that it will
reveal hidden strengths about our community and how we
work together to ensure that, even when I am away, the
Temple stays true to its mission.

Rabbi Steven Sirbu

Women Cook Israeli women shared stories and dishes from Morocco, Yemen, Greece,
Kurdistan, and Ethiopia. There was delicious ethnic food and spirited dancing.
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From the Religious School

Chanukah (first candle on Sunday evening, December

22 – 24 Kislev) is an opportunity to renew our dedica-

tion to illuminating our own corners of the

world, wherever we have influence.  A great

Hasidic Master used the candle lighting of

Chanukah as a time to focus on the need to

shine a light in the darkness.

The teachers and students in our Religious

School activate this light as a source of Jewish

learning, living, and doing mitzvot.  In a typi-

cal day in our school, the students learn a new

prayer, sing a new song in “Music & Mitzvah,” and

study Torah and Jewish history.  They are introduced to

symbols,    rituals, and ethical teachings that inform

our Temple Emeth Community and shape our Jewish

identity.

Lighting the Chanukah candles is an act of courage and

faith proclaiming to ourselves and others that the light

continues to penetrate the darkness.

LOOKING AHEAD:
Chanukah Family Fun! Music – Stories -
Dance & Crafts for children ages 4 – 7 with
a parent or grandparent.  Sunday December
15 from 9:45 – 11:00 a.m. *Free* but RSVP
required: 201 833-8466.

Chanukah in the Hall celebration and Holy
Name Medical Center mitzvah trip,
Wednesday, December 18.

Share Chanukah with family and friends and may your

joys and blessings increase with each candle that is lit.

Dora Geld Friedman    

B’vracha,
Dora Geld Friedman

“These lights we kindle for the miracles and wonders.”  
(From the Siddur)

Students planted daffodils November 17th

Consecration of new students on November 1st Seventh grade led services on October 27th
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Message from President Nickie Falk

Sue Keusch, who heads our House Committee, has had

her hands full these past few weeks, supervising two

dishwasher repairs, one boiler pump repair, one back

fence repair, a visit from the exterminator, the non-

repair of a vacuum cleaner that we will need to replace

(no, not the one Gary used), and several other minor

dings to our home in the past month. For all that, I

thank you.

Our past president, Amy Abrams, is also the

head of our Rental Committee. Amy has

stepped into the vacuum left by our adminis-

trator’s absence and has been responding to a

number of inquiries about renting our build-

ing. The non-dues income we receive from

these rentals pays for unexpected repairs and

capital improvements. For that, I thank you.

The void in our staffing required the appoint-

ment of a Search Committee, which has been working

tirelessly this last month. There have been evening

meetings, screening of resumes, phone screenings of

those who made the first cut, and in-person interviews

of people who made the second cut. Flip Bernard, chair

of the committee, along with Ilene Anesini, Rachel

Eastman, and Shel Grossman have been on the hunt on

our behalf. For that, I thank you.

I’d be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge the support and

hard work of our staff during this past month. They

have continued to do their work with grace and

patience, dealing with a myriad of personalities. We are

very fortunate to have Elaine Hanan, Maryanne Tursi,

Marisol Plaza, and Amanda Barrero at their respective

jobs. For that, I thank you.

There’s no doubt this last month has been challenging.

But I am so appreciative of and grateful for all these

people and others who have either called or approached

me while at temple to ask how they can help out. You

have reinforced to me once again that Temple Emeth is

my happy place, and that you are, indeed, my extended

family. For that, I thank you all!

At Rosh Hashanah, I spoke about Temple Emeth being

my happy place, my home away from home, the space

where I have made friends, and my friends have

become family. And just like my family outside the

temple comes together when one of us is in trouble and

help has been needed, my family inside the temple has

stepped forward in ways this past month that makes me

kvell like a proud Jewish mother.

Let me brag about our Temple Emeth family.

When we learned in the middle of the holi-

days that our administrator would be leaving,

members of our family, of our K’hillah
K’dosha, our sacred community, came for-

ward to help out. Amy Abrams, Jill Kantor,

Mike Robinson, Carla Silver, and Sue Keusch

joined me in the office, answering phone

calls, responding to emails, making photo-

copies, and supervising the custodial staff so that set

ups for each day or evening program were just right.

For helping to hold things together, I thank you.

On and off for the past six years, we have discussed the

lighting in the sanctuary and what needed to be fixed.

Before our administrator left, she had obtained multi-

ple quotes from different electricians about the repair

job. Stepping into the fold was Gary Richards, our

treasurer, who arranged with the selected contractor to

get the work done. In trying to schedule the electricians

between holidays and special services, Gary had a

choice to get the work done before the Trachtenberg

Lecture or the week following. He chose to have the

electricians come the Thursday and Friday before the

lecture. Naturally nervous that this would not be com-

pleted on time, I called or emailed Gary at least five

times that week. He assured me the work would be

done. I told him that it needed to be completed and

cleaned up no later than 5:00 the night of the

Trachtenberg and that I didn’t care if Gary had to vac-

uum the bima himself, we must be ready by 5:00 that

night. When I arrived at 4:45 to check things out, there

was Gary, vacuuming the bima! He certainly went

above and beyond, and for that, I thank you. 

Nickie Falk

A Month of Appreciation and Thanks



6

Social Action in Action

We introduced new attendees Martin and Sue Ann Kogan
to the group, and asked all the members of the committee
to introduce themselves to the Kogans. We hope they
come back! We generally have 15-20 attendees.

Upcoming events:
Mitzvah of the Month – In conjunction with the
Federation, we will be collecting new hats, scarves,
gloves, and puzzles as part of the region-wide Mitzvah
Day event.  Please donate by the end of the month. 

Family Promise Shelter – December 22-29, 2019 –
Elaine Bergman reported that we already have five cooks
and members of one church to take part in the week.
More volunteers are being acquired.

How did these events go?
Food Drive/Packing – Eva Sandrof reported that the food
collected during our High Holy Day food drive was
packed on the Sunday following Yom Kippur, and was
distributed.                                                      

“Hate Has No Place” – program held on Tuesday,
October 29th.  Those who attended reported that the
event did not particularly add to our awareness of
racial/religious hate in our communities, although the
speakers were good.  Several people commented that the
talk about “hatred” seemed overly focused on anti-
Semitism and did not speak adequately about other forms
of intolerance and hatred.

Discussions:
A discussion was held on how to respond to Rabbi
Zamore’s earlier presentation on Food Waste.
Another discussion was held on how the committee
should address various immigration issues.  This was
based on a visit which a number of committee members
paid to the Bergen County Jail to observe how immi-
grants are housed and treated.
As a result of these discussions, at our next meeting we
will break into two groups, where people who are inter-
ested in each of the topics can discuss projected future
steps for the committee on these two issues.

Events of Interest:
Haiti Packathon- Temple Emeth participated in the annu-
al packathon of essential goods for impoverished resi-
dents of Haiti on November 9th at Grace Church in
Teaneck. 
Teaneck International Film Festival took place from
November 14th to 17th.  The Social Action Committee
sponsored one film, and other films were sponsored by
individuals within the temple or groups with which the
temple cooperates on programs and events.  Phylis
Burman raised the objection to the Social Action
Committee’s sponsoring  a movie.  Her feeling was that
this was an inappropriate use of funds which people
donate for socially beneficial activities.
Coalition to Ban Oil Trains meeting took place on
November 12th, at the Ethical Culture Society in Teaneck.  
“Refugee Journeys: an Evening with Sea-Watch and First
Friends” meeting occurred on November 18th at the
Ethical Culture Society in Teaneck.

Join us for
Breakfast and
Discussion on

Sunday, January 19, 2020 at 
9:30 a.m. when

LAURENCE FINE,

founder of “Students Demand

Action Bergen County” and Vice

Chairman of the New Jersey High

School Democrats, will discuss

“Youth Activism in Gun Violence

Prevention.”

Laurence Fine is 16 years old and a junior at

Ridgewood High School. He organized the March
For Our Lives in Hackensack and mobilized stu-

dents to register almost 600 voters in Bergen

County high schools. During the midterm elec-

tions, Laurence knocked on over 600 doors and

made over 1800 phone calls to help re-elect

Congressman Josh Gottheimer.

Last summer, Laurence was sponsored by Senator

Chuck Schumer to serve as a U.S. Senate Page. He

was a student trainer at Everytown For Gun
Safety’s Annual Convention in Washington, D.C.

last August.

Laurence is a passionate advocate for gun violence
prevention in New Jersey.

This RSVP form must be filled out and returned

with the $6 fee per person by January 12, 2020 for

the breakfast. If you RSVP after that date, the cost

is $8 per person. If you do not RSVP, you are

welcome to attend the discussion, but not the

breakfast.

RSVP for B’yachad Breakfast January 19, 2020.

Name_________________________________

Number attending:____

Phone Number _________________________

Email _____________________________

Amount enclosed:_______

What do we do in a Social Action Meeting?
Here is what we do.

Our next meeting will take place on Thursday,
December 12, 2019 at 7:15 p.m. in the library.
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New Museum Exhibit

The  Museum’s  f i r s t
Ancestry@Emeth exhibit is now on
display. There are so many stories
to tell about family origins and jour-
neys. Here is the first group of sto-
ries that show where we came from
and how we got here. These amaz-
ing family stories include photos,
documents, naturalization papers and other assort-

ed items. And then - we want
more! 

The Museum Committee is
planning to make this just the
first of many exhibits that tell
(rather, show) our stories. We
hope you will participate in this
exciting project by sharing
family photos and documents
related to one or more themes:

immigration and survival, family trees, celebra-
tions of life cycle events, holidays, unusual rela-
tives (is there a skeleton in your closet?), ketubot
(marriage contracts), and more. We will collect,
scan, and return your treasures of the past for
exhibits in the future. If you would like to partici-
pate in this celebration of Temple Emeth members
and families, please contact Barbara Balkin to
make arrangements at dkrm505@yahoo.com and
put Ancestry@Emeth in the subject line.

Sundays 

10:00 to 11:00 am 

“Short Film Series”

with Rabbi Steven Sirbu. 

Each session will begin with a

short film selected by the

Viewpoints Committee to depict

Jewish life of the margins. Rabbi

Sirbu will lead a discussion fol-

lowing each film. A perfect learn-

ing opportunity for Religious

School parents! Bagels will be served.

December 15th at 10:00 a.m.

“Hannah Cohen’s Holy Communion,”

directed by Shimmy Marcus. With Lucy Sky

Dunne, Elaine Cassidy, Jim Sheridan, Susie

Power. Set in Ireland, this is a heart-warming short

film about a spirited 7-year-old, growing up in

Dublin in the 1970s, who can’t wait to make her

Holy Communion. The only problem is – she’s the

wrong religion.

This program is free and open to the community.

You just have to let us know that you’re coming.

RSVP your name to Viewpoints@emeth.org or

just give us a call at 201.833.1322
RSVP for Chanukah Dinner on Friday, 

December 20, 2019
Name____________________________________

Email_________________________________

Phone_________________________________

I’d like to volunteer for:

Setting up ____  Serving ____ Cleaning up____

# Member Adults__ @$25 per person = $____

# Non-Member Adults__ @$30 per person - $___

# Children, ages 4-12__ @$10 per person - $___

# Children, ages 3 and under (free) ___

# of new or sustaining 2019 Temple members

Adults: ___   children: ___(free)

Total Enclosed: $_______

For more information or to volunteer contact:
Kendall Seidenari at kdoll143@gmail.com

Chanukah dinner RSVP form due December 13th.

Family Promise
Twice each year Temple Emeth shelters up to four

working homeless families for a week. Can you

volunteer to help prepare an evening meal with a

friend or sleep over one night (8 p.m. to 6:30 a.m.)

during the week of December 22 through 28?

Email Elaine Bergman at ejb1734@msn.com for

additional information and to make arrangements.
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Services and S’machot

9th of Kislev 5780 Shabbat Vayetzei

Friday, December 6th Family Shabbat Service at 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 7th Torah Study at 9:00 a.m. 

Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.

Pulpit-Pew Dialogue on Judaism 

and Human Rights

Torah Portion - Vayetzei: Gen. 28:10-32:3 Haftarah - Hosea 12:13-14:10 

16th of Kislev 5780 Shabbat Vayishlach

Friday, December 13th Shabbat Service at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 14th Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - Vayishlach: Gen. 32:4-36:43 Haftarah - Hosea 11:7-12:12

23rd of Kislev 5780 Shabbat Vayeishev

Friday, December 20th Annual Chanukah Dinner at 6:30 p.m.

Music Service at 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 21st Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - Vayeishev: Gen. 37:1-40:23 Haftarah - Amos 2:6-3:8 

30th of Kislev 5780 Shabbat Rosh Chodesh Chanukah

Friday, December 27th Shabbat Service at 8:00 p.m

Saturday, December 28th Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - Mikeitz: Gen. 41:1-44:17 Haftarah - Zech. 4:1-7
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For up-to-the-minute event information, additions, cancellations, or make-up classes go to www.emeth.org

A version of the calendar is online at http://www.emeth.org/monthly-calendar
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Good & Welfare
Condolences to...
Marla Levine on the loss of her father, Irwin Rabin.
Jason Hochstadt on the loss of his grandmother, 

Beatrice Swarzman.
Mazel Tov to…
Linda and Ron Klempner on the birth of their grand-

children, Samuel Leon and Yakov Yisroel. Parents 
are Jason Binyamin and Chaya Gittel Klempner.

Sandy and Herb Loft in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
their granddaughter, Lili Sophia. Parents are 
Emily and Steven Wagshul.

Susan and Marty Breznick on the engagement of their
son Aaron to Nicole Credidio.

Farewell to...
Lynne and Bill Graizel who relocated to Florida.
Get Well Wishes to…
Cantor Tilem Carl Shapiro Gidon Yablonka
Welcome New Members...
Yuri Bloshtein Ellen Adler
Carole Rothstein Susan Adler
Barbara Malarsky
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“MOVIES THAT MATTERED”
A Film Series Follow-Up to

“The Jewish Experience
Through Cinema”

The next movie is on Saturday,
December 14th at 7:30 p.m. 

It will be “Crossing Delancey.”

We are excited to once again bring Shalach
Manot to Temple Emeth!  While it may seem far
off, Purim and the beginning of spring will be here
before we know it!

Order forms will be going out by mail in late
December.  We need 15 volunteers to stuff
envelopes on Sunday, December 15th, from 9 – 12.
Bagels and coffee will be provided.  Please e-mail
shalachmanot@emeth.org or call Shel at (201)
286-0325 to RSVP. 

In addition, please save the dates: we will be pack-
ing Shalach Manot on Wednesday, March 4th, and
Thursday, March 5th, and delivering baskets on
Sunday, March 8th.  This is a great community
service project for our Religious School students!

A heartfelt “Thank you!” to Judy, David, and Eva
for everything they have done over the years to
make Shalach Manot a delicious centerpiece of our
Temple Emeth community.   

In addition, we appreciate everyone who has vol-
unteered over the years and look forward to your
help this year!

Shel & Jeff Grossman,
Shalach Manot Co-Chairs

SHALACH MANOT

TO ALL TEMPLE EMETH
BAZAAR BAKERS / BUYERS
THE 2019 BAZAAR IS BEING

HELD
December 8, 2019 

CAN YOU ONCE AGAIN
BAKE OR CONTRIBUTE GOODIES

for our Bake Table??
HELP MAKE BAZAAR A GREAT SUCCESS

Please call now!!

teri binder
twbinder@aol.com

carlene fleishman
201-833-1322

Thirty-something Isabelle "Izzy" Grossman (Amy
Irving) spends her time going from her tiny, solitary
West Side apartment to that of her grandmother
(Reizl Bozyk) on the Lower East Side. In between,
Izzy builds a glowing reputation at the swank book-
store where she works. While her grandmother plots
to find her a romantic match, Izzy is courted by a
married, worldly author, Anton (Jeroen Krabbé), yet
can't seem to shake the down-to-earth appeal of Sam
(Peter Riegert), a pickle vendor.

We are having a dessert buffet for this Saturday
night movie so please bring a dessert to share.
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Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library
Monthly News Update:

ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES ACCREDITATION

Library a la Cart
By Marion Wolf

Coming soon to an Oneg near you
it’s Library a la Cart!

One Friday night each month you’ll find an assortment of books on a given theme gathered
for your convenience after services on a table in the Social Hall.  A member of our
Committee will be available to help you sign out a book right there!  You don’t even have
to go across the hall and enter our library (though we hope you eventually will—there’s a
lot of good stuff in there).  Look for an announcement in This Week at Temple Emeth for
this great opportunity.

“Short Film
Series” with
Rabbi Sirbu

was presented
by Viewpoints.

“The Outer
Circle” film

was shown and
discussed on 
October 27.

Nickie Falk conducted a Town Hall meeting to present and discuss Task Force reports
by Michael Robinson, Robert Kahn, and Alan Winters on November 10. 

Steven Goldstein was interviewed by Senator Loretta Weinberg at the Oneg on November 8 
and signed copies of his new book.

Rabbi Joshua
Trachtenberg 

Memorial lecturer, 
Rabbi Mary Zamore

spoke about 
“Creating a Just World:

Tzedakah and
Judaism’s Giving

Mindset” on 
October 25. 

SAVE THE DATE for the OPERA SHABBATON: FEBRUARY 15 at 1:00 pm
“Donezetti's L'elisir d'amour” with guest speaker David Rosenmeyer.
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CONTRIBUTIONS
ADULT EDUCATION FUND
Carlene Fleishman wishes a Mazel Tov to Jim and 

Deborah Veach on the marriage of their son 
Zachary to Dr. Jenna Koonin
wishes Mimi Sigel a belated Happy Birthday

Lynne and Bill Graizel in honor of Rabbi Sirbu, Cantor 
Tilem, Richard Buchbinder, Marc Klausner, the 
Temple Emeth Band, B’Yachad and to all our 
Temple Emeth family 

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Deborah and James Veach in gratitude for Zach’s and 

Jenna’s beautiful aufruf
Linda and Ron Klempner in honor of the birth of their 

grandchildren, Samuel Leon and Yakov Yisroel
Sheila Polishook in gratitude to Cantor Tilem
Mora Dora and Yossi Friedman send Mazel Tov to 

Cantor Ellen and Peter Tilem on the engagement of
their daughter Eve to Jared

Gayle and Michael Goldberg wish Mazel Tov to 
Lila and Norah Bell on their B’not Mitvah

Micki and Mike Grunstein in memory of Micki’s 
stepfather, Ralph Crollick
wish Cantor Tilem good luck with her surgery

Judy and Walter Distler wish Cantor Tilem a speedy 
recovery

Barbara Balkin wishes Cantor Tilem a speedy recovery

ILANA HED RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
Mora Dora and Yossi Friedman send a Mazel Tov to 

Nickie and Doug Falk on the marriage of their son,
Russell
in memory of Beatrice Swarzman, grandmother of 
Jason Hochstadt

Carla and Larry Silver in memory of Irwin Rabin, father 
of Marla Levine

Carlene Fleishman wishes Idajean Fisher Mazel Tov
Judy and David Fox in honor of the B’not Mitzvah of 

Lila and Norah Bell, daughters of Faith and Nick Bell

LIBRARY FUND
Sandy and Herb Loft in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of their

granddaughter, Lili Sophia, and her parents 
Emily and Steven Wagshal

MUSEUM FUND
Judy and Walter Distler in honor of Barbara Balkin, and 

in appreciation of the wonderful ancestry exhibit

MUSIC FUND
Sydell Yegelwel in honor of Jean and Eric Loeb’s daughter

Susan being honored by New York Hospital
Jacqueline Guttman wishes Mazel Tov to Cantor Ellen 

and Peter Tilem on the engagement of their 
daughter, Eve

Eva and Larry Tobias send our best wishes to 
Cantor Tilem for a speedy recovery 

Elinor Buchbinder wishes Cantor Tilem a speedy recovery
Joan Paul sends Cantor Tilem best wishes for a speedy 

recovery

PAUL S. LAZAR CARING COMMUNITY FUND
Jane and Chuck Lund in memory of Jane’s father, 

Samuel Moskowitz 
Elinor Buchbinder sends a Mazel Tov to Judy and Gidon 

Yablonka on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter, 
Ayla Mae, daughter of Jeff and Naomi Gerwitz and
sister of Dalia

Gayle and Michael Goldberg in honor of Marjorie Zak’s 
birthday

Eva and Larry Tobias thank the Caring Committee for 
their kindness and support

Micki and Mike Grunstein in gratitude to Karen 
Wertheimer and the committee for all they do

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Sheila Polishook in gratitude to Rabbi Sirbu
Deborah and James Veach in gratitude for Zach’s and 

Jenna’s beautiful aufruf
Linda and Ron Klempner in honor of the birth of their 

grandchildren, Samuel Leon and Yakov Yisroel
Gayle and Michael Goldberg in honor of Brooke Snyder’s

Bat Mitzvah
Paul Wilson and Sydney Perlow in appreciation of Rabbi

Sirbu and the Caring Committee for their 
leadership, care, and attention

Rose Becker 

RABBI LOUIS J. SIGEL ENDOWMENT FUND
Jacqueline Guttman sends Mazel Tov to Debbie and 

Ken Rutz on the birth of their grandson, Lucas Joel
sends congratulations to Mimi Sigel on her special 
birthday

RABBI LOUIS J. SIGEL SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE FUND
Carl Nahm sends congratulations to Mimi Sigel on her birthday

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
Brenda and Bill Weiss wish a Mazel Tov to Jim and 

Deborah Veach on the marriage of their son 
Zachary to Dr. Jenna Koonin

Sandy and Herb Loft in honor of the marriage of Zachary
Veach, son of Deborah and James Veach, to 
Jenna Koonin

Jacqueline Guttman sends condolences to Eva Sandrof 
on the loss of her sister, Barbara Wertheimer

Sandi Klein in honor of Cantor Tilem, looking forward to 
having her back on the bimah!

TEMPLE EMETH FUND
Sydell Yegelwel wishes Lynne and Bill Graizel a 

wonderful retirement
Sharon and Arthur Vatsky wish a Mazel Tov to Jim 

and Deborah Veach on the marriage of their son 
Zachary to Dr. Jenna Koonin

Jacqueline Guttman sends Mazel Tov to Carlene 
Fleishman on the engagement of her grandson
sends Mazel Tov to Johanna and George Sturm on 
the marriage of their son, Max
sends Mazel Tov to Nickie and Doug Falk on the 
marriage of their son, Russell
sends condolences to Sheila Polishook on the loss 
of her husband, Irwin 
wishes Lynne and Bill Graizel good luck in their 
new home 

Nickie and Doug Falk wish Susan and Marty Breznick 
Mazel Tov on the engagement of their son, Aaron

TEMPLE EMETH BEAUTIFICATION FUND
Sue and Phil Keusch in memory of Sue’s mother, 

Isabel Hammel

YAHRZEIT FUND 
Barbara and Irwin Yellowitz in memory of Irwin’s 

mother, Dora Yellowitz
Alan Zimmerman in memory of his wife, Lori Zimmerman, 

and his father, Roy Zimmerman
Robbie Liblit in memory of her mother, Helen Abrams
Robbie Liblit in memory of her husband, Jerry Liblit
Deborah and James Veach in memory of James F. Veach,

father of James Veach
Lisa Eig in loving memory of her aunt, Rhoda Raice
Fran Butensky in memory of her father, Andrew Will
Barbara and Keith Kornfeld in memory of Norman Schaer
Barbara Balkin in memory of her mother, Syd Shana
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Rabbi’s Report – HHD feedback:  
New chair of Junior Congregation was Amanda Eastman
Caroline Wolinsky offered an appeal for the RAC-NJ office
The seven Middot at Camp Harlam were the basis for
Rabbi’s sermons, including Loyalty, Jewish Integrity,
Israel Politics and Democracy, NCAA amateurism and
the exploitation of unpaid workers.
Need to add a thank you to Steve Chaiken for Security
during the High Holidays.
Michael Robinson added that the Ushering needs to be
more fully scheduled and structured.  
K Street were our security guards – positive feedback
During the medical emergency Erev RH, everyone
remained calm, services were briefly halted while David
Diuguid, Anne Miller, and Barry Kantor offered assis-
tance until the Teaneck Ambulance arrived.
Notes for future:  Request traffic control before and after
services; make sure that when security guard is walking
the building/grounds that an usher attends the door.
Stacey Butler noted that 20 teens attended Rosh
Hashanah teen service.  Caroline Wolinsky’s participa-
tion was wonderful and engaging.
Marc Chelemer noted that the Shofar Healing Service
was especially meaningful.
The “15 steps to Holiness” was restructured to the first
six steps unchanged, and then three steps were chosen to
explore the gifts of the congregation: Participants in
Torah Study were called up; children and grandchildren
celebrating Jewish milestones were called up; Finding joy.
Marion Wolf felt this was more engaging than in past years.
Marc Chelemer pointed out that the sounding of the sho-
far is not a contest – we should be in the moment, not
looking at our watches!
Amy Abrams would like the Ritual Committee to pro-
vide the honoree list to the Board prior to the Holidays.  
Cantor’s Report – Thanks to: Choir and Carol Shansky,
Josh Kohane and Amanda Eastman (their harmony
allowed Cantor to sing from her heart) and Shir Chadash
and Etz Chayim. Cantor’s surgery recovery will be about
4 weeks. She will be back before the Rabbi’s sabbatical.
Adam Kohane will cover Music and Mitzvah for three
weeks; B’nai Mitzvah students have recordings and will
work with Rabbi for now. Regular services will have
congregant coverage. B’not Mitzvah – arrangements
made with the approval of both families who have chil-
dren with B’not Mitzvot in November.
Task Forces – Break out into groups – What is the one
question Board members would like the Task Forces to
address?
Group 1 – Fundraising - with the Voluntary Contribution,

how do you recognize larger givers/donors?
Religious School – Why hasn’t the VC program brought
in RS families as hoped, given free tuition?
Membership – Who should we be looking at geographi-
cally? age?  Who is our target audience?
Group 2 –Fundraising –There is a long arc – how is that
incorporated into individual events?
Membership – reach out to former members, go way back
Religious School – integrate RS parents – explore idea of
having RS outside of the building to draw more students
Group 3 – How do you identify? How do you place
importance? There is a large unaffiliated population in
Fair Lawn.
Group 4 – Need cross dialog: Marketability – fundraising
& membership; What is the reason to come? What is the
reason to give?
Religious School - How do we draw young families
What makes TE special? How was Voluntary
Contribution advertised outside the Jewish Standard?
Treasurer’s Report – Gary Richards – Still closing the books
for 1st quarter. All Funds are now incorporated in our books.
Financial Secretary’s Report – Alan Winters reported
2018-2019 final collected $462,166. 2019-20 to date
$466,302 committed, $294,860 collected (63%). 36
members have not committed – possible $26K if they
give the same as last year.
120 members increased = $27,795; 34 members
decreased = $16,829; 4 resignations = $1060
21 new members = $17,378 ($827 average). 
Total Membership = 369
President’s Report - A congregant wanted to plant trees
in the parking lot – tried to redirect interest to replacing
the roof.  The donor will look for outside grants for
planting and maintenance.
A Search Committee for Temple Administrator has been
appointed. Members are Flip Bernard, Chair; Ilene Anesini,
Shel Grossman, Rachel Eastman.  Have begun meeting.  
What is the policy regarding hiring a congregant?  Can
we hire a relative? Is it a potential conflict of interest?
Motion – No relative of any member can be employed
in any administrative/office position at Temple Emeth.
Motion approved with 1 abstention
We have volunteer members to help cover the
office/phones.
Nickie met with Elaine and MaryAnne to reassure them.
Some Shul Cloud features will be delayed until after the
new Temple Administrator is hired.

Respectfully submitted,
Jill Kantor

Assistant Secretary

Summary of Minutes from the October 10, 2019 Board of Trustees Meeting

TIFF at
Emeth

November
16, 17

WOW
award
winner

Eva
Tobias
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Planning an event, meeting or activity at the Temple? An
on�line version of the “green form” for room reservations is
now available at: http://www.emeth.org/events/green.php

Use this form
to send an
acknowledge-
ment for life
cycle events to
your friends
and family and
at the same
time perform
the mitzvah of
tzedaka. Call
the office with
any questions.

CONTRIBUTION FORM
$____________Enclosed ($10 minimum)  Fund Name_______________________________________________

Contributed by___________________________________________________________________________

Send Acknowledgment to:__________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________

                                                      

Message ______________________________________________________________________________________

Contributory Funds – contributions are deposited in the Temple Emeth Funds Account and drawn for use by the designated committee          
• Adult Education Fund • Adult Kallah Fund • Albert & Mildred Otten Institute for Living Arts  

• Beautification Fund  • Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Fund • Children’s Worship Fund 

• College Kids Fund • Emeth Teen Community Fund • Environment Fund

• Abe Golomb Religious School Scholarship Fund  • Ilana Hed Religious School Fund • Inscribed Prayerbook Fund ($50 minimum)
• Library Fund       • Museum Fund • Music Fund

• Prayerbook Fund • Ritual Fund  • Margery Rothschild Memorial Israel Fund

• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence Fund • Social Action Fund • Straussman Memorial Youth Award Fund

• Temple Emeth Fund • Torah Repair Fund • Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Lecture Fund

• Viewpoints Fund • Yahrzeit Fund • Youth Committee Program Fund 

Endowed Funds –contributions are added to principal held by the Temple EmethEndowment Foundation with fund income distributed yearly
• Adult Kallah Scholarship Fund • Grunstein-Liberman Endowed Fund   • Honigberg/ Howard Religious School Scholarship Fund 

• Lazar Educational Enrichment Fund           • Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Endowed Fund       • Alfred and Helen Levin Youth Award Fund  

• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Endowment Fund   • Νed and Doris Siner Music Fund • Temple Emeth Endowment Fund  

• Dru and Ted Greenwood Youth Awards Fund

Other Funds – contributions are used at the discretion of the recipient • Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund          • Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

Memorial Plaques

This is a wonderful way to honor
your departed loved ones by pur-
chasing a permanent plaque in
our Sanctuary. It will evoke fond
memories to see their names on
our Memorial wall. When you
purchase these plaques, one is
permanently placed on the
Memorial wall and the second
larger one is displayed on the
actual week of the yahrzeit. The
cost is $375 FOR BOTH
PLAQUES. You may also buy
and reserve plaques in advance.
Contact the office if you would
like to make a purchase.

Located in the Temple lobby,
the Tree of Life provides an
opportunity to share life’s
special occasions with your
Temple family. Loved ones,
friends and members of the

congregation are able to create permanent
remembrances of their joyous events so that
future generations can look upon our yester-
day as having been filled with hopes,
dreams and accomplishments.  Order yours
now! You will enjoy visiting the Temple and
finding your leaf. To order, please call the
Temple office at (201) 833-1322.

Visit the Temple website at www.emeth.orgVisit the Temple website at www.emeth.org

Please contact:
The Temple Office
at
201‐833‐1322 or
admin@emeth.org

Look no further…Temple Emeth can comfortably accommodate 25 to
225 guests. Your guests will enjoy the expansiveness of our elegant
entry hall, social hall, and beautiful outdoor “Garden in the Round.”
Our youth lounge is also available for rental. We accommodate
Kosher, Glatt Kosher and non‐Kosher catering. 

Our calendar is quite busy; please be certain to
book your event soon!

TreeTree

ofof

LifeLife



Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad                    
in the Temple Emeth Bulletin

GUTTERMAN AND MUSICANT JEWISH FUNERAL DIRECTORS
8005220588

WIEN & WIEN, INC. MEMORIAL CHAPELS
800-322-0533

402 PARK STREET, HACKENSACK, NJ 07601

ALAN L. MUSICANT, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 2890 • MARTIN D. KASDAN, N.J. Lic. No. 4482

Advance planning conferences conveniently arranged at our chapel or in your own home

GuttermanMusicantWien.com

We continue to be Jewish family managed, 
knowing that caring people provide caring service.

A non‐profit organization
serving Temple Emeth

Burial plots at reasonable prices

Since 1954

Bergen County Reform Temple Memorial Association

Contact:
David Fox at (201) 836‐0260
Eric Loeb at (201) 692‐0211
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Use the Amazon Link 
on our Webpage

Support Temple Emeth by using our special
Amazon link to make purchases on Amazon.com.

Just visit www.emeth.org and click on the
Amazon.com button 

at the bottom of each page, 
then purchase to your heart's content!  

Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad                    
in the Temple Emeth Bulletin

GUTTERMAN AND MUSICANT JEWISH FUNERAL DIRECTORS
8005220588

WIEN & WIEN, INC. MEMORIAL CHAPELS
800-322-0533

402 PARK STREET, HACKENSACK, NJ 07601

ALAN L. MUSICANT, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 2890 • MARTIN D. KASDAN, N.J. Lic. No. 4482

Advance planning conferences conveniently arranged at our chapel or in your own home

GuttermanMusicantWien.com

We continue to be Jewish family managed, 
knowing that caring people provide caring service.

A non‐profit organization
serving Temple Emeth

Burial plots at reasonable prices

Since 1954

Bergen County Reform Temple Memorial Association

Contact:
David Fox at (201) 836‐0260
Eric Loeb at (201) 692‐0211

201-928-0100
201-928-0406 (FAX)

e-mail: senweinberg@njleg.org

LORETTA WEINBERG
NEW JERSEY STATE SENATE

MAJORITY LEADER

545 CEDAR LANE SENATOR, 37TH DISTRICT
TEANECK, NJ 07666                          BERGEN COUNTY

Amazon helps to support the Temple
when you order by using the

Amazon.com link on our website.

Eastern Board of Realtors

2018 Realtor of the Year

award winner

2016-2018

2014-2018

Elliot W. Steinberg
Broker/Sales - Sales Associate

201-446-0839 • 201-446-1034

Emily R. Steinberg

“Of all the decisions you will make
whether buying or selling, there
is none more important than whom
you choose to represent you.”

Weichert
REALTORS

The new cell phone
charging station located in
the lounge was donated by

the Confirmation Class 
of 5779
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