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HAPPY PASSOVER 

   If you have any questions, or you’d like to help set up, 
let the Eastmans know. Please contact Rachel Eastman at 

amandasmommy@optonline.net  
or call at 201-321-9195 to see if a late reservation can be accommodated. 
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 From the Editor - Flyers are for the weekly or mid-month email and should be sent to  
Suzannah Mercado at smercado@emeth.org  cc: areiser@emeth.org   

Celebrating our 75th year

Material for the Bulletin is welcome and essential 

for the success of the publication: however, it is 

necessary to honor the deadlines as listed. For the 

Bulletin, submit all material by 8:00 p.m. on the 

date of the deadline. Please submit all material by 

email to Barbara Balkin at bulletin@emeth.org and 

use Times New Roman font, 12 pt. in a Word doc-

ument file. For Mid-month mailings, all materials 

are due by 4:00 p.m. on the date of the deadline.

The Temple Emeth Bulletin is published  

 

Advertising Rates for Ad Size 2” x 3 ½”       

Member       Non-Member 

1 Month      $ 55                $  75  

5 Months    $250                $350  

10 Months  $330                $450  

 

For additional information, call (201) 833-1322 

monthly from September through June. 
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Message From the Rabbi
“You stand here this day, all of you, before the Eternal 

your God.” This quote from the Book of Deuteronomy 

is presented in the context of Moses addressing the 

Israelites shortly before he dies and the people are to 

enter the Land of Israel. Though there are plenty of 

divisions among the Israelites—by tribe, by gender, 

and by occupation, just to name a few—there is an 

understanding that to uphold the covenant it is impor-

tant to come together as one. 

As a Jewish community spread around the globe, we 

cannot gather as one like our ancestors did in the Torah. 

We can, however, strive to lower barriers in order to 

mark important milestones together. In the month of 

April alone, we will have four opportuni-

ties to collaborate with other members of 

the Jewish community to achieve things 

we cannot do alone. 

On Saturday, April 1, we will gather at 

Temple Sinai in Tenafly in the morning 

and again in the evening. In the morning 

and over lunch we will study with NYU 

professor Dr. Jeffrey Rubenstein, author of 

“The Land of Truth: Talmud Tales, 

Timeless Teachings.” His topic will be Elisha son of 

Abuya, the best-known heretic in the Talmud. In the 

evening, we will return to Temple Sinai for a staged 

reading of “As a Driven Leaf.” The classic novel by 

Milton Steinberg was adapted for the stage by Rabbi 

Barry Schwartz of Congregation Adas Emuno and will 

be directed by Temple Emeth member Michael Bias. 

On Thursday, April 6, at 10:30 am, we continue a tra-

dition of collaborative festival services with Temple 

Sinai. This service is known for its special music mark-

ing the festival. Because services generally alternate 

between Passover and Sukkot, we have not hosted 

Passover morning in a long time, so I am looking for-

ward to hosting this service that celebrates the Exodus. 

Following the services, members from both congrega-

tions will enjoy a festive Kiddush lunch together. 

On Tuesday, April 18 at 7:30 pm, the Jewish 

Community Council of Greater Teaneck will host its 

annual Yom Hashoah commemoration. This year the 

event will be at Bergenfield High School. The keynote 

speaker will be Abe Foxman, the former national direc-

tor of the ADL. I am always moved by the musical per-

formances and the recitation of names at 

this program. 

Finally, on Tuesday, April 25, we will join 

with other Teaneck congregations to cele-

brate Yom Haatzmaut in Votee Park. The 

details are still being worked out, but the 

event will include a memorial kumzitz for 

Yom Hazikaron, a prayer service, an 

immersive audiovisual experience and 

dancing. Though politics can sometimes 

divide us, we are united in our commitment to a vibrant 

Jewish state as a homeland and a beacon for Jews 

worldwide. 

As I have said many times, I value the opportunity to 

collaborate with other congregations and organiza-

tions. Not only does it enable us the chance to partici-

pate in experiences that we cannot access on our own, 

but it also gives us the chance to meet Jews from other 

congregations and affirm our shared values. 

Rabbi Steven Sirbu

Schedule for the Collaborative Shabbaton on April 1, 2023               
sponsored by Temple Sinai, Temple Emeth, and Congregation Adas Emuno 

at Temple Sinai of Bergen County, One Engle Street, Tenafly, NJ 

 
9:00 - 10:15 a.m. Study session with Professor Jeffrey Rubenstein  
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service 
12:00 - 1:15 p.m. Lunch and Learn with Professor Jeffrey Rubenstein 

7:30 - 9:00 p.m. Staged Reading of “As a Driven Leaf” followed by a 

Dessert Reception



From the Religious School

The month of April corresponding to the Hebrew 

months of Nisan/Iyar is a very busy month at Temple 

Emeth Religious School with lots of memorable holi-

days and events.  When you receive this 

Bulletin, we will be just days away from cel-

ebrating our first Seder on Wednesday, April 

5th. 

 

The opening lines in the Passover Haggadah 

invite all of us, children and adults alike, to 

partake of the rich banquet that is the Passover 

Seder.  Our tradition teaches us that the 

foods, rituals, songs, and stories of the Seder 

nourish our bodies as well as our souls.  The students in 

the Religious School are busy preparing for Passover.  

They are renewing their knowledge of the Haggadah, 

adding new meanings and memories to their Passover 

experience. 

 

In the Hebrew month of Iyar, on Sunday, April 23rd we 

will gather to reflect and remember the darkest period 

of our history, Yom Hashoa V’Hagvurah. We invite you 

to join Rabbi Sirbu, Religious School staff, and stu-

dents as our 7th grade leads the “Service of 

Remembrance” at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Temple 

members, parents of all students, friends, and extended 

“Kol Dichfin” Let All who are Hungry Come and Partake  
The Haggadah 
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family are encouraged to attend. We end the month of 

April as we celebrate Yom Haatzmaut, Israel’s 75th 

birthday, on Wednesday, April 25th, the 5th of the 

Hebrew month of Iyar. 

 

As with all our Religious School programs 

and events, we hope to cultivate an eternal 

bond to our culture and religion in our stu-

dents and families.  We teach our students to 

never lose hope, Tikvah, and to always pray 

for peace, Shalom. 

 

From our family to yours, A Zissen Pesach! 

B’vracha, 

Dora Geld Friedman 

 

Looking Ahead:  
 
Spring/Passover break will be from Wednesday, 

April 5 through Wednesday, April 12. 

School resumes on Sunday, April 16. 

 

Family Shabbat Service on April 14 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

YOM HASHOA V’HAGVURAH – Service of

Remembrance, Sunday, April 23 at 10:00 a.m. 

Dora Geld Friedman    

Kabbalat Siddurim 
Shabbat on March 3rd. 

The 3rd and 4th 
graders received their 

siddurim and Etz 
Chayim sang.

Hamantaschen baking by the 7th 
graders with Barbara Balkin and 
Mike Eastman on March 1st.

Photo by Carla Silver
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Message from President Michael Robinson
It’s been another month since I’ve had a chance to talk 
to you, our Temple members, in print. No, the members 
aren’t in print, the article is. (Just kidding). This is 
mostly a short recap of some of the things that are hap-
pening around the Temple.  
 
Temple Emeth’s Purim celebration this year 
was one for the books! Our community came 
together to commemorate this joyous holiday 
with costumes, games, and, of course, 
hamantaschen. 
 
But what really set this year’s Purim celebra-
tion apart was the incredible creativity and 
enthusiasm of our clergy. Rabbi Sirbu trans-
formed into Gomez Addams, complete with 
a pinstripe suit, pencil mustache, and devilish 
grin. Meanwhile, Cantor Tilem took on the 
role of Morticia Addams, with a long black 
dress, ghostly makeup, and a hauntingly beautiful 
singing voice. 
 
The clergy’s spooky attire perfectly captured the spirit 
of Purim, a holiday that celebrates the triumph of good 
over evil. In addition to the costume parade, there were 
many other exciting activities, such as carnival games 
and a photo booth. Of course, no Purim celebration 
would be complete without hamantaschen, the triangu-
lar cookies filled with poppyseed, apricot, chocolate, or 
raspberry jam. These treats were enjoyed by all, young 
and old alike. 
 
Purim is a time for joy and celebration, and this year’s 
celebration at Temple Emeth truly embodied that spirit. 
We are grateful to our dedicated clergy, volunteers, and 
community members for coming together to make this 
event so special. 
 
Shifting gears, in the interest of transparency and in 
keeping with our efforts to keep the community well- 
informed, let me give you an update on the progress 
that is being made on the revamping of our Religious 
School program. As of this writing, we have had two 
meetings with our counterparts from Temple Sinai. 
Both meetings were held, one at their facility and a sec-
ond one at ours,  to begin the discussions related to the 
anticipated collaboration between the two educational 
programs. These meetings were mostly about getting to 
know each other, allowing each side to get a feel for 
where the other side is coming from and what the 

expectations are from each of us. It is clear to me that 
both sides are committed to making this venture a real-
ity even if, as they say, “The devil is in the details.” 
Hopefully we can wrap up these details in time to intro-
duce the collaboration in September. But should it take 

more time to iron things out, Stacey Butler, 
along with our Rabbi and other members of the 
subcommittee, are working on alternative plans 
to provide an interim program to maintain 
Jewish education for our students. I know I’ve 
said this a million times, but I still want to 
emphasize how committed our Temple leader-
ship is, and will continue to be, to the continued 
education of our young people.  
 
There are other aspects to our strategic plan 
endeavors, such as adult education, the future 
of our building, finances,  ritual, and gover-
nance. All these things are being examined, and 

as things are discussed and ideas brought forth, you 
will be informed. However, feel free to ask questions of 
leadership, come to board meetings, and read emails 
before you automatically hit the erase button. It is our 
responsibility to keep you informed, and it is your 
responsibility to look for the information as it becomes 
available to you. Ask questions. 
 
It is natural for us to have some differences of opinion, 
since our community is made up of people from 
diverse backgrounds, with unique perspectives and 
beliefs. While we may not always agree on everything, 
we can still treat each other with kindness, respect, and 
understanding. This is especially important during 
times of disagreement or conflict. We must remember 
that we are all members of the same community, and 
that our common goals and values should bring us 
together. 
 
As we move forward, let us strive to be more compas-
sionate and empathetic with our fellow congregants. 
Let us listen to each other’s perspectives and opinions 
with an open mind, and seek to find common ground 
whenever possible. By doing so, we can create a 
stronger, more united community at Temple Emeth. 
 
As we continue to celebrate our traditions and heritage 
together, let us build a community that is rooted in 
kindness and respect. 
 

I welcome your comments as always. 
Mike R 

Michael Robinson

Michael Robinson, Flip Bernard, Stacey 
Butler, and Gary Richards spoke at the 

Congregational Strategic Plan Town    
Hall meeting on March 5th.



 
 
 

Join us for an evening of   
Celebration as Temple Emeth   

reaches its 75th Anniversary 

Saturday,  May 6,  2023 

7 p .m.  

This  wi l l  be  a  d i fferent  k ind of  ga la  –  
great  food and dr ink ,  schmoozing a l l  n ight ,  and 

an evening of  music  and muse,  memor ies  and 
madcap performed by our  own ta lent .  

Like nothing you’ve  exper ienced before!  

$125 per person 
Cockta i l  att i re  

 
R S V P  b y  A p r i l  1 0 ,  2 0 2 3  

 
 

Y o u r  p a y m e n t  c o n f i r m s  y o u r  r e s e r v a t i o n  
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How proud we are of Temple Emeth’s storied history and values! It has enriched our lives – both spiritually 
and personally. We hope you will be able to join us May 6th for our 75th Anniversary Celebration. In addi-
tion to this being a fun, celebratory event, it is also an important fundraiser for the Temple’s operation and 
vitality. We appreciate everyone’s generosity and support, in whatever capacity you feel comfortable, large 
or small. We are announcing a unique donor program available this year, the Gala Menschen Sponsorship.                
 

The donation amount is $1800. Here is what is included with the sponsorship:  
● Complimentary tickets to the May 6th Celebration (Up to 2 people) ● Gold Ad – largest ad in journal   
● Your name is listed, as you desire, on posters displayed in the lobby and social hall. (Or if you prefer: 
Anonymous, A Friend, A Supporter, etc) ● Announcement of all sponsors during event.  

We’d love to add you to a growing list of congregants planning to participate. 
(Please note: If you have already registered for the event, we will apply any payment made to your          

sponsorship.) Let us know if you would like more information about this exciting sponsorship opportunity.   
Marsha and Morris Sobel, Celebration co-chairs      Mes0802@gmail.com

Gala Menschen Sponsorship

Temple Emeth



               Temple Emeth 75th Anniversary Celebration 
 

     Virtual Ad Journal Order Form (for Ads and Tributes) 
_____$500 Gold Sponsorship                           ____ $100 Green Sponsorship 
_____$360 Silver Sponsorship                            ____ $36 One-Line Listing (50 characters or less) 
 ____$180  Blue Sponsorship 

Frequency of ads will increase from Green Sponsorship to Gold Sponsorship. 
Ads should be formatted 11” by 8.5” horizontal (landscape) view. All ads will be full size. 

 Please email your Ad/Tribute in Word, pdf or jpeg file to adjournal@emeth.org 
Ad Deadline – April 2, 2023 

The Virtual Ad Journal will be available on the Temple Emeth website for one year.         
The Journal can be downloaded so you can print out selected pages or the entire journal. 

 
 
 
 
 
To pay by credit card, please call the Temple office at 201 833-1322 

or make your check payable to Temple Emeth and mail with the completed form, to: 
Temple Emeth / 1666 Windsor Road / Teaneck, NJ 07666 / Attn: 75th Anniversary Celebration 

Contributions to the Virtual Ad Journal are tax deductible. 
 QUESTIONS: Please contact Gayle & Michael Goldberg, Ad Journal Chairs at adjournal@emeth.org

SILENT AUCTION  

Celebrating Temple Emeth’s 75th Anniversary 
Dear Temple Members and Friends, 

We hope you will join us on Saturday evening, May 6, 2023 as we celebrate our 75th Anniversary. 

This event includes a Silent Auction of items donated* or solicited by Temple members and friends. For this 

year’s auction, we will not be assembling large physical baskets of prizes; instead, the focus will be on expe-

riences and services. Please gather gift cards and items that can be presented as certificates or vouchers to 

the winners.                                   Popular items include:  

A week at a timeshare or vacation home A meal in your home prepared by a Temple “chef” 
Overnight accommodations at a hotel Tickets to the opera, ballet, a Broadway show or concert 
A car service to an airport Restaurant gift certificates 
A make-over day at a spa      Tickets to sporting events 

 Please consider donating any of the above or similar items that you might have access to, and that others 
might enjoy. You can fill out and return to the Temple the donation form below, or email us with informa-
tion regarding your donation. Please feel free to call, email or text us with any questions: 
 

      
       

 

 

 Temple Emeth 75th Celebration Silent Auction Donation Form                                      
YES, I would like to contribute the following to the Silent Auction:                                  

ITEM ________________________________________________________________VALUE__________  
NAME________________________________________________________________________________     
PHONE______________________________EMAIL___________________________________________ 

Virtual Ad Journal Order Form (for Ads and Tributes) 

Thank you.                              
Silent Auction Co-Chairs

Gold
Silver
Blue

Green

Name or Business                                                                                          _                               
Contact Person (if business)                                                                                       
Address                                                                                                                     
Telephone                                      Email                                                                
Comments                                                                                                      ___   

SILENT AUCTION

silentauc�on@emeth.org 

Nancy Wolinsky nanwolinsky@optonline.net   201-218-6721 
Jodee Fink jodeefink@yahoo.com 201-693-2282 

*All donors will be recognized in the auction catalog and will receive documentation of their gift for tax purpose
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Deadline is April 16th
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Where/what were you in 1947-48?  A toddler? A teen? A twinkle in 
someone’s eye? Not yet thought about?  Mail or email a picture to Barbara 
Balkin (dkrm505@yahoo.com) – of you, or a grandparent or parent, or a place you 
were told about, or a memory that’s been passed down – 
from back when it all began for Emeth. Tell us 
who/what/where and let’s travel down Memory Lane togeth-
er.  If we get enough, there will be a wall of photos. We may 
post some on social media before the big day, or use them in 
flyers... Please send something ASAP, and no later than   
April 15! 

Happy Anniversary!  Temple Emeth is 75!   
Join the fun and festivities!

 

As Temple Emeth turns 75, we’re celebrating in a big way on May 6 for an evening of 

catered food and drink, music and muse, and memory and madcap in a birthday bash you 

won’t easily forget! Specially created entertainment will include a Temple Emeth Theme 

Song, performed by our very own members. Interested in participating in the 3-minute 

parody?  Here are some details: 

  

The melody for the parody is Billy Joel’s “We Didn’t Start the Fire” – a tune we •

all know.                     

Format will be “street performance” in style. The spotlight will come on, music 

will begin, and guests will turn their attention to the brief performance. Once the 

piece ends, everyone will go back to mingling and enjoying the party. 

We’ll provide the lyrics we composed and a recording of the music so you can •

rehearse on your own in advance of 3 in-person rehearsals, which will take 

place in April (evenings and/or Sundays). 

You do not need to memorize the lyrics - everyone can have a copy of them in •

hand. 

Participation assumes that you will be a paid ticket holder at the Celebration, •

i.e., you must have signed up and paid for a ticket in order to be included in this 

portion of the event. 

Are you interested in coming together to sing and relive so many wonderful 
memories and our life at Temple Emeth today?  Please reply to Cynthia Massarsky 
at cwmassarsky@gmail.com if you would like to participate, and she’ll keep you 
posted on the next steps. 

SING OUR “THEME SONG” ON MAY 6 - NO AUDITIONS REQUIRED!

F•

SING OUR “THEME SONG” ON MAY 6 - NO AUDITIONS REQUIRED!

Here’s a sample - Guess who? 
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How do you fill hundreds of gifts bags with Purim goodies? 
Imagine tables lining both sides of the Social Hall, stacked with cookies, grape 
juice, oranges, tea, hamentaschen, and skincare products.   
Now imagine a spirited group of volunteers working shoulder-to-shoulder for a 
few hours on a Thursday afternoon, packing those gift bags and preparing them 
to be delivered.   
 
Fast forward to Sunday morning…. A throng of volunteers leaves the Temple 
parking lot, their cars packed with Shalach Manot bags, fanning out in all direc-
tions, on their way to members’ homes, bringing sweetness for the Purim holiday.     
That’s what it takes to keep Shalach Manot a vibrant part of Temple life!   
 
We appreciate everyone’s help with packing and delivering.  Thank you to: 
 
Susan Adler, Peter Adler, Teris Binder, Lynn & Steve Chaiken, Rick & Barbara Chittum, Renee, Luke, 
Michael, and Joey Conlon, Hildy Dillon, Judy Distler, Judy Eichinger, Nickie & Doug Falk, Jodee Fink, 
Carlene Fleishman, Michael and Gayle Goldberg, Karyle Goldstein, Mindy Greenberg, Sam Gronner, Steven 
Grossman & Oliver Vestal, Pauline Hecht, Tammy Hecht, Eric & Rhona Herman, Lenny & Laaren Hort, Greg 
Janoff & Shana Greenblatt Janoff, Barry & Jill Kantor, Sue Keusch, Sandy Loft, Nancy Mednick, Pixie and 
Ed Pierce, Linda Poskanzer and Paul Rosenberg, Yaron Prywes & Michal Towber and family, Gary Richards, 
Jaime Rubin and Howard Lieberman, Nancy and Ken Scher, Carla Silver, Cindy Simon, Marsha & Morris 
Sobel, Stefanie Stokes, Indira Suede, Mary Jane Tucker, Gail Turner, Julie Weisman, Nancy Wolinsky, and 
Rabbi Sirbu & Talia Sirbu for your help with delivering, as well as to 
those members who generously donated products for our Shalach 
Manot packages.   
 
We also had amazing help from our teens.  We are so impressed with 
the energy and enthusiasm of Maya Zaken, Liat Suede, Rebecca 
Gomez, Joshua Gomez, Jennifer Maddock, and Eliana Bieber who 
made the distribution of gift bags go so smoothly.  We hope we can 

count on your help next year! 
 
A special thank you goes to Rabbi 
Sirbu for his help in recruiting teens 
and adults to help with this community effort. 
 
Our deep gratitude to Suzannah Mercado, Alison Reiser, and Maryanne 
Tursi for keeping all of the logistics moving forward and responding to 
members’ inquiries. Thanks too to Amanda Barrero and Marisol Plaza for 
their tremendous help in setting up for our Shalach Manot assembly line and 
delivery staging in the Museum!   
 
A special salute to Nicole Motz, who helped with shopping for Shalach 
Manot supplies, and to everyone who 
pitched in to drive an extra route.  Thank 

you for everything you did to help with this year’s campaign! 
 
Due to a computer glitch, greetings were inadvertently omitted from some 
cards: Dan & Wendy Dessanti send Purim greetings to everyone. 
  
We hope you’ll join us, the Shalach Manot Committee, to help shop, pack, 
or deliver.  We’re looking forward to planning for next year! 
                                                                                                    

Shel & Jeff Grossman 
Shalach Manot Co-Chairs 

 

Shalach Manot Joy 
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Services and S’machot 
 
10 Nisan 5783   Shabbat Hagadol 
Friday, March 31 Shabbat Evening Service at 8:00 p.m.  

 
Saturday, April 1 Collaborative Shabbaton at Temple Sinai 

(No Shabbat programming at Temple Emeth) 
Torah Study at 9:00 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 
Torah Portion – Tzav Haftarah – Jeremiah 7:21-8:3, 9:22-23 
Leviticus 6:1-8:36 
 
 
Wednesday, April 5 Passover begins at sundown 
 
15 Nisan 5783 First day of Passover 
Thursday, April 6 Collaborative Festival Morning Service at 10:30 a.m. 

Followed by Kiddush Lunch 
Second Night Seder at 6:00 p.m. in the Social Hall 

 
17 Nisan 5783 Chol Hamoad Passover  
Friday, April 7 Shabbat Evening Learner’s Service at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, April 8 Torah Study at 9:00 a.m. 

Shabbat Morning Healing Service at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Torah Portion – Special reading for Passover Haftarah – Isaiah 43:1-15 
Exodus 12:37-42, 13:3-10 
      

Wednesday, April 12 Seventh Day Passover Service with Yizkor at 10:30 a.m. 
 
24 Nisan 5783 Shabbat Sh’mini  
Friday, April 14 Shabbat Family Service at 7:30 p.m. 

 
Saturday, April 15 Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.  

Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Torah Portion – Sh’mini Haftarah – II Samuel 6:1-19  
Leviticus 9:1-11:47 
 

1 Iyar 5783 Rosh Chodesh Iyar 
Friday, April 21 Shabbat Evening Service at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, April 22 Torah Study at 9:00 a.m. in the Youth Lounge 

and on Zoom 
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 
Torah Portion – Tazria-M’tzora Haftarah – II Kings 4:42-5:19; 7:3-20 
Leviticus 12:1-13:59; 14:1-15:33 
 

8 Iyar 5783 
Friday, April 28                                                     Shabbat Evening Service at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Saturday, April 29                                                 Torah Study at 9:00 a.m. in the Youth Lounge 

  and on Zoom 
  Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 
Torah Portion – Acharei Mot-K’doshim  Haftarah – Ezekiel 22:1-19, Amos 9:7-15 
Leviticus 16:1-18:30, 19:1-20:27 
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Good & Welfare 
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Mazel Tov to... 
Elinor Buchbinder and Richard Buchbinder on 

the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter, 
Riley Hope Wolff, 
daughter of Darrell 
and Scott Wolff. 

Karen and Daniel Kramer  
on the Bar Mitzvah of 
their son Joshua, and 
to grandparents Linda 
and Jim Rothenberg, and Great Aunt and 
Uncle Nan and Jeff Lehman. 

Deborah and Jim Veach on the birth of their
granddaughter, Dani. 

The congregation mourns the loss of longtime 
member Ann Neuman, and sends 
condolences to her family, and 
member Arthur Skulnik, and sends 
condolences to his family. 

 
Condolences to… 
Bill and Lynne Graizel on the loss of Bill’s cousin, 

Murray Schechter. 
Abby Schlectman on the loss of her 

brother-in-law, Barry Kolevzon. 
Maggie Wallach on the loss of her mother, 

Maria Bejerano.  
Welcome new member… 
Amanda Eastman 

 

 Social Action in Action

Temple Emeth has been working with 

Family Promise of Bergen County for 

many, many years. Unfortunately, 

hunger and homelessness are a contin-

uing reality. We used to serve 100 

meals daily - it has recently almost 

doubled. Thanks to all of you who 

have contributed to our Family 

Promise initiatives. whether it be vol-

unteering, cooking (pre-pandemic), or 

donating to the Janice Preschel Social 

Action Fund. Our next Walk-In Dinner 

is at the end of June. To find out what 

you can do, contact Karyle Goldstein 

at keckpod@aol.com  

The next meeting of the Social Action 

Committee is April 9, 2023 at 9:45 a.m. 

Can a person be a practicing Jew and a Catholic priest? Romuald 
Jakub Weksler-Waszkinel’s mother left him as a baby on the doorstep of a Polish 
gentile family in 1943. She told her neighbor, “You say you are religious, so take him 
in the name of Jesus whom you so believe in.” These words were prescient, for Jakub joined a seminary at 
18 and began a lifelong journey in the priesthood. 
At 35, Jakub’s Polish mother revealed to him that he was Jewish. He continued working as a priest and teach-
ing at the Catholic University in Lublin until age 67, when he was moved to try living in Israel. Encouraged 
by Michael Schudrich, the Chief Rabbi of Poland, Jakub journeys to Israel where his dual identity as a Polish 
Jew and a Catholic priest confounds many of those he encounters. Ronit Kertsner’s heartfelt and insightful 
documentary captures a poignant search for identity while raising questions about who is a Jew and what 
being Jewish means.

Viewpoints presents the film, “Torn” by Ronit Kertsner 
on April 27th at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom



Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library  
Monthly News Update:   

 ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES ACCREDITATION 

Nonfiction 
             by Marion Wolf 

We have added three interesting works of nonfiction to 
the Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library.  One is 
a children’s book about a famous letter.  The other two, 
intended for adults, are both by the same author.  One 
tells the story of a precious book, and the other is all 
about a poet/song writer who came to Israel in wartime. 
 
Canadian journalist Heather Camlot is the author of The 
Prisoner and the Writer.  This inspiring picture book is 
beautifully illustrated by Sophie Casson.  Who ever 
thought that the Dreyfus Affair 
could be the subject of a chil-
dren’s book?  And yet, with sim-
ple, poetic language, Camlot 
teaches children about a terrible 
injustice:  in the 1890s a Jewish 
Frenchman, Captain Alfred 
Dreyfus, was falsely accused of 
betraying his country.  He was 
imprisoned on Devil’s Island, 
far from home and family.  
Camlot juxtaposes Dreyfus’s life 
story with that of the novelist Emile Zola.  Zola came to 
realize that Dreyfus was entirely innocent, that he’d been 
framed because he was a Jew in an age of antisemitism.  
Zola courageously wrote a letter defending Dreyfus.  This 
letter to the president of France was published on the 
front page of the newspaper L’Aurore under the headline 
“J’Accuse!”  Tried for libel, Zola himself was sent into 
exile for a year.  But eventually the case against Dreyfus 
fell apart, and both men returned to their homes.  Camlot 
encourages readers to follow Zola’s example—to stand 
up for truth and to speak out against prejudice.  This les-
son is unfortunately still relevant 125 years after the pub-
lication of J’Accuse.  This is a great book for parents and 
kids to read together. 
 
Matti Friedman, like Heather 
Camlot, is a Canadian-born 
journalist.  He is now based in 
Jerusalem.  In 2014 he won the 
Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish 
Literature for his book The 
Aleppo Codex:  A True Story 
of Obsession, Faith, and the 
Pursuit of an Ancient Bible.  
Friedman takes us all the way 
back to the origin of this codex.  
In Tiberias around the year 930 

a scribe created this masterpiece.  The Aleppo Codex, also 
called The Crown, differed in two ways from a Torah:  it 
was an actual book with pages, not a scroll, and it had all 
the vowels.  This made it an invaluable key, a standard-
ized way to read the Torah.  Why do we need such a thing?  
If God created light by saying, “Let there be light,” then 
the very creation of the world depended on words—so 
getting the words right is really important.  Back in the 
1100s Maimonides consulted this codex (by that time it 
was in Cairo).  It was kept safe through one upheaval after 
another for a thousand years in Syria.  When the state of 
Israel came into being in 1948, both Jews and sacred 
objects in Arab countries came under threat—so the 
Aleppo Codex was smuggled into Israel.  But was it 
entrusted to the right people?  Was it damaged?  Was it 
complete?  What really happened to it?  “The Aleppo 
Codex has enough betrayals, conspiracies, surprise plot 
twists, sacred flimflam men, and well-dressed contraband 
dealers for the best of thrillers,” according to Gershon 
Gorenberg. 
 
A newer book by Matti Friedman is called Who By Fire?  
You may recognize this title from a Yom Kippur reading 
or a Leonard Cohen song (you can figure out which came 
first).  Friedman has researched and here recounts a little-
known story.  In October 1973 when Egypt attacked Israel 
on Yom Kippur, Leonard Cohen 
came to Israel.  At the time he was 
39 years old and living on the 
Greek island of Hydra with his 
girlfriend and child.  He was 
unhappy, at a creative dead end, 
and ready to quit the music busi-
ness.  He wasn’t sure just what he 
would do in Israel; he had not even 
brought his guitar.  But he wound 
up spending several weeks in the 
Sinai and—together with local 
musicians—entertaining troops on the front.  This was a 
transformational experience both for Cohen and his audi-
ences.  Friedman has interviewed the people who were 
there and has pored through Leonard Cohen’s journals.  
Nicole Kraus says, “It’s the story of a young artist in crisis 
and a young country at war, and the powerful resonance 
of the chord struck between them.” 
 
These are just three of the wonderful books waiting for 
you in the Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library. 
 

If you would like to borrow any of these books or DVDs from the Temple library contact            

Teri Binder at twbinder@aol.com or Marion Wolf at marionewolf@yahoo.com.
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CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Naomi and Benjamin Blumenfeld in memory of 

their friend Ann Neuman 
Micki and Mike Grunstein in memory of Hedy 

Geller, beloved wife of Michael Geller 
 
EMETH TEEN COMMUNITY FUND 
Michael and Gayle Goldberg wish Joshua Kramer a 

Mazel Tov on his Bar Mitzvah 
 
ILANA HED RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 
Susan Schultz in memory of her beloved mother, 

Hilda Schultz, and with thanks to her friends 
for sending Shalach Manot  

 
JANICE PRESCHEL SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
Teri Binder in loving memory of her beloved mother, 

Elise Weinberger; in memory of her father-in-
law, Harry Binder; in memory of her beloved 
uncle, Morris Weinberger; and in memory of 
Hedy Geller, beloved wife of Michael Geller 
wishes a Mazel Tov to Elinor Buchbinder and 
Richard Buchbinder on their granddaughter, 
Riley, becoming a Bat Mitzvah 

Elinor Buchbinder in memory of Hedy Geller, 
beloved wife of Michael Geller 

Jacqueline Guttman in memory of Hedy Geller, 
beloved wife of Michael Geller 

Paul Kaufman in memory of Hedy Geller, beloved 
wife of Michael Geller 

Sue Keusch in memory of Hedy Geller, beloved wife 
of Michael Geller 
in memory of Vicki VanZetta, beloved 
daughter of Joan Paul 

Roberta Liblit thanks everyone who sent her Shalach 
Manot 

Brenda Weiss in memory of Hedy Geller, beloved 
wife of Michael Geller 

 
PAUL S. LAZAR CARING COMMUNITY FUND 
Judy Distler wishes Elinor Buchbinder a Mazel Tov 

on the Bat Mitzvah of her granddaughter, Riley 
Mary Jane Tucker wishes Elinor Buchbinder a 

Mazel Tov on the Bat Mitzvah of her 
granddaughter, Riley 

 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Lyle Breitkopf with gratitude to Rabbi Sirbu 

CONTRIBUTIONS
Steven and Holly Clark in celebration of the birth of 

their granddaughter, Eve 
in memory of Holly’s beloved father, Jack 
Antonoff 

Judy Distler wishes a Mazel Tov to Josh Kramer, his 
parents, Karen and Daniel Kramer, his grand-
parents, Linda and Jim Rothenberg, and Great 
Aunt and Uncle, Nan and Jeff Lehman on the 
occasion of Josh’s Bar Mitzvah 

Mindy Greenberg in memory of her beloved father, 
Francis Greenberg 

Jane Kalfus with gratitude to Rabbi Sirbu 
 
REPLACE THE ROOF 
Nickie and Doug Falk wish a Mazel Tov to Deborah 

and Jim Veach on the birth of their grand
daughter, Dani 

 
STREAMING FUND 
Marsha and Morris Sobel in memory of Marsha’s 

beloved grandmother, Ida Greenberg 
 
TEMPLE EMETH FUND 
Geraldine Kaufman thanks her Temple Emeth 

friends for their Purim wishes 
Maryanne Tursi thanks her Temple Emeth friends for 

the Shalach Manot 
 
VIEWPOINTS FUND 
Eric Schutz and Emily Hadjis in memory of Emily’s 

beloved father, Ilias Hadjis 
 
YAHRZEIT FUND 
Sharon Friedson in memory of her beloved husband, 

Robert Friedson, and her beloved father, Peter 
Berenson 

Bill Helfman in memory of his beloved mother, Betty 
Helfman, and his beloved brother, Richard 
Helfman 

Jane Kalfus in memory of her beloved father, Rubin 
Nosowitz 

Sue Keusch in memory of her beloved father-in-law, 
Aaron Keusch 

Nathan Ritzer in memory of his beloved mother-in-law, 
Rose Spielman 

Larry and Carla Silver in memory of their beloved 
uncle, Seymour Kessler; their beloved aunt, 
Frances Nadler; Carla’s beloved father, Morris 
Nadler; and Larry’s beloved mother, Stella 
Silver 

          Temple Emeth Book Group Selections 2023          

April 20 Ritz and Escoffier:  The Hotelier, The Chef and the Rise of the 
Leisure Class by Luke Barr   

May 18 The Flight Portfolio by Julie Orringer  
June 15 Planning Meeting              
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Next eventHoliday fun 
with Rachel 
Kugelmass

Paul S. Lazar Caring Community 
 

The Paul S. Lazar Caring Committee can 
offer rides to and from Temple services  
and events for congregants in need. The 
rides may be from other congregants or 
from a ride-sharing service like Uber.  

         Please contact Gayle Goldberg                                       
in advance at 571-278-8523  
      if you need a ride. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
MAY 21, 2023 

For the farewell celebration of 
Mora Dora Geld Friedman

Marla Levine’s 1st & 2nd grade class engaged in Purim craft 
activities and tzedakah.Mora Sara’s 

3rd, 4th, & 
5th grade 
class held   
a model 
Passover 
Seder.

Teens helped with Shalach Manot deliveries on March 5th.

Photo by 
Barbara 
Shater Photo by Yaron Prywes
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PURIM FUN

Megillah reading, Etz 
Chayim performance, 

costume parade,      
carnival games, and 
hamantaschen made 

the Purim celebration 
on March 6th      

enjoyable.
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Temple Sinai Director of Congregational Learning, 
Guy Ratki, was the speaker on March 29th.

Wendy Kosakoff and Adam Kohane accompanied 
Cantor Tilem at services on March 24th.



Planning an event, meeting or activity at the Temple? An
on�line version of the “green form” for room reservations is
now available at: http://www.emeth.org/events/green.php

Use this form
to send an
acknowledge-
ment for life
cycle events to
your friends
and family and
at the same
time perform
the mitzvah of
tzedaka. Call
the office with
any questions.

CONTRIBUTION FORM
$____________Enclosed ($10 minimum)  Fund Name_______________________________________________

Contributed by___________________________________________________________________________

Send Acknowledgment to:__________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________

                                                      

Message ______________________________________________________________________________________

Contributory Funds – contributions are deposited in the Temple Emeth Funds Account and drawn for use by the designated committee         
• Adult Education Fund • Adult Kallah Fund • Albert & Mildred Otten Institute for Living Arts  

• Beautification Fund  • Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Fund • Children’s Worship Fund 

• College Kids Fund • Emeth Teen Community Fund • Environment Fund

• Abe Golomb Religious School Scholarship Fund  • Ilana Hed Religious School Fund • Inscribed Prayerbook Fund ($50 minimum)
• Library Fund       • Museum Fund • Music Fund

• Prayerbook Fund • Ritual Fund  • Margery Rothschild Memorial Israel Fund

• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence Fund • Social Action Fund • Straussman Memorial Youth Award Fund

• Temple Emeth Fund • Torah Repair Fund • Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Lecture Fund

• Viewpoints Fund • Yahrzeit Fund • Youth Committee Program Fund 

Endowed Funds –contributions are added to principal held by the Temple EmethEndowment Foundation with fund income distributed yearly
• Adult Kallah Scholarship Fund • Grunstein-Liberman Endowed Fund   • Honigberg/ Howard Religious School Scholarship Fund 

• Lazar Educational Enrichment Fund           • Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Endowed Fund       • Alfred and Helen Levin Youth Award Fund  

• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Endowment Fund   • Νed and Doris Siner Music Fund • Temple Emeth Endowment Fund  

• Dru and Ted Greenwood Youth Awards Fund

Other Funds – contributions are used at the discretion of the recipient • Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund          • Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

Memorial Plaques

This is a wonderful way to honor
your departed loved ones by pur-
chasing a permanent plaque in
our Sanctuary. It will evoke fond
memories to see their names on
our Memorial wall. When you
purchase these plaques, one is
permanently placed on the
Memorial wall and the second
larger one is displayed on the
actual week of the yahrzeit. The
cost is $375 FOR BOTH
PLAQUES. You may also buy
and reserve plaques in advance.
Contact the office if you would
like to make a purchase.

Located in the Temple lobby,
the Tree of Life provides an
opportunity to share life’s
special occasions with your
Temple family. Loved ones,
friends and members of the

congregation are able to create permanent
remembrances of their joyous events so that
future generations can look upon our yester-
day as having been filled with hopes,
dreams and accomplishments.  Order yours
now! You will enjoy visiting the Temple and
finding your leaf. To order, please call the
Temple office at (201) 833-1322.

Visit the Temple website at www.emeth.orgVisit the Temple website at www.emeth.org

Please contact:
The Temple Office
at
201‐833‐1322 or
admin@emeth.org

Look no further…Temple Emeth can comfortably accommodate 25 to
225 guests. Your guests will enjoy the expansiveness of our elegant
entry hall, social hall, and beautiful outdoor “Garden in the Round.”
Our youth lounge is also available for rental. We accommodate
Kosher, Glatt Kosher and non‐Kosher catering. 

Our calendar is quite busy; please be certain to
book your event soon!

TreeTree

ofof

LifeLife

Planning an event, meeting or activity at the Temple? An
on�line version of the “green form” for room reservations is
now available at: http://www.emeth.org/events/green.php

Use this form
to send an
acknowledge-
ment for life
cycle events to
your friends
and family and
at the same
time perform
the mitzvah of
tzedaka. Call
the office with
any questions.

CONTRIBUTION FORM
$____________Enclosed ($10 minimum)  Fund Name_______________________________________________

Contributed by___________________________________________________________________________

Send Acknowledgment to:__________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________

                                                      

Message ______________________________________________________________________________________

Contributory Funds – contributions are deposited in the Temple Emeth Funds Account and drawn for use by the designated committee         
• Adult Education Fund • Adult Kallah Fund • Albert & Mildred Otten Institute for Living Arts  

• Beautification Fund  • Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Fund • Children’s Worship Fund 

• College Kids Fund • Emeth Teen Community Fund • Environment Fund

• Abe Golomb Religious School Scholarship Fund  • Ilana Hed Religious School Fund • Inscribed Prayerbook Fund ($50 minimum)
• Library Fund       • Museum Fund • Music Fund

• Prayerbook Fund • Ritual Fund  • Margery Rothschild Memorial Israel Fund

• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence Fund • Social Action Fund • Straussman Memorial Youth Award Fund

• Temple Emeth Fund • Torah Repair Fund • Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Lecture Fund

• Viewpoints Fund • Yahrzeit Fund • Youth Committee Program Fund 

Endowed Funds –contributions are added to principal held by the Temple EmethEndowment Foundation with fund income distributed yearly
• Adult Kallah Scholarship Fund • Grunstein-Liberman Endowed Fund   • Honigberg/ Howard Religious School Scholarship Fund 

• Lazar Educational Enrichment Fund           • Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Endowed Fund       • Alfred and Helen Levin Youth Award Fund  

• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Endowment Fund   • Νed and Doris Siner Music Fund • Temple Emeth Endowment Fund  

• Dru and Ted Greenwood Youth Awards Fund

Other Funds – contributions are used at the discretion of the recipient • Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund          • Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

Memorial Plaques

This is a wonderful way to honor
your departed loved ones by pur-
chasing a permanent plaque in
our Sanctuary. It will evoke fond
memories to see their names on
our Memorial wall. When you
purchase these plaques, one is
permanently placed on the
Memorial wall and the second
larger one is displayed on the
actual week of the yahrzeit. The
cost is $375 FOR BOTH
PLAQUES. You may also buy
and reserve plaques in advance.
Contact the office if you would
like to make a purchase.

Located in the Temple lobby,
the Tree of Life provides an
opportunity to share life’s
special occasions with your
Temple family. Loved ones,
friends and members of the

congregation are able to create permanent
remembrances of their joyous events so that
future generations can look upon our yester-
day as having been filled with hopes,
dreams and accomplishments.  Order yours
now! You will enjoy visiting the Temple and
finding your leaf. To order, please call the
Temple office at (201) 833-1322.

Visit the Temple website at www.emeth.orgVisit the Temple website at www.emeth.org

Please contact:
The Temple Office
at
201‐833‐1322 or
admin@emeth.org

Look no further…Temple Emeth can comfortably accommodate 25 to
225 guests. Your guests will enjoy the expansiveness of our elegant
entry hall, social hall, and beautiful outdoor “Garden in the Round.”
Our youth lounge is also available for rental. We accommodate
Kosher, Glatt Kosher and non‐Kosher catering. 

Our calendar is quite busy; please be certain to
book your event soon!

TreeTree

ofof

LifeLife

Janice Preschel Social Action Committee Fund

CONTRIBUTION FORM
$____________Enclosed ($10 minimum)  Fund Name_______________________________________________

Contributed by___________________________________________________________________________

Send Acknowledgment to:__________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________

                                                      

Message ______________________________________________________________________________________

Contributory Funds – contributions are deposited in the Temple Emeth Funds Account and drawn for use by the designated committee         
• Adult Education Fund • Adult Kallah Fund • Albert & Mildred Otten Institute for Living Arts  

• Beautification Fund  • Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Fund • Children’s Worship Fund 

• College Kids Fund • Emeth Teen Community Fund • Environment Fund

• Abe Golomb Religious School Scholarship Fund  • Ilana Hed Religious School Fund • Inscribed Prayerbook Fund ($50 minimum)
• Library Fund        • Museum Fund • Music Fund • Prayerbook Fund 

• Janice Preschel Social Action Committee Fund • Ritual Fund  • Margery Rothschild Memorial Israel Fund

• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence Fund • Straussman Memorial Youth Award Fund • Streaming Fund

• Temple Emeth Fund • Torah Repair Fund • Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Lecture Fund

• Viewpoints Fund • Yahrzeit Fund • Youth Committee Program Fund 

Endowed Funds –contributions are added to principal held by the Temple EmethEndowment Foundation with fund income distributed yearly
• Adult Kallah Scholarship Fund • Grunstein-Liberman Endowed Fund   • Honigberg/ Howard Religious School Scholarship Fund 

• Lazar Educational Enrichment Fund           • Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Endowed Fund       • Alfred and Helen Levin Youth Award Fund  

• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Endowment Fund   • Νed and Doris Siner Music Fund • Temple Emeth Endowment Fund  

• Dru and Ted Greenwood Youth Awards Fund

Other Funds – contributions are used at the discretion of the recipient • Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund          • Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

Use this form to
send an
acknowledge-
ment for life
cycle events to
your friends and
family and at
the same time
perform the
mitzvah of
tzedaka. Call
the office with
any questions.

• Roof Repair Fund

This is a wonderful way to honor your departed loved
ones by purchasing a permanent plaque in our
Sanctuary. It will evoke fond memories to see their
names on our Memorial wall. When you purchase these
plaques, one is permanently placed on the Memorial
wall and the second larger one is displayed on the actual
week of the yahrzeit. The cost is $375 FOR BOTH
PLAQUES. You may also buy and reserve plaques in
advance. Contact the office if you would like to make a
purchase.

Tree of Life

Located in the Temple lobby, the Tree of Life provides an
opportunity to share life’s special occasions with your
Temple family. Loved ones, friends, and members of the
congregation are able to create permanent remem-
brances of their joyous events so that future generations
can look upon our yesteday as having been filled with
hopes, dreams, and accomplishments. Order yours now!
You will enjoy visiting the Temple and finding your leaf.
To order, please call the Temple office at (201) 833-1322.

Memorial Plaques
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Since 1954

Bergen County Reform Temple Memorial Association

A non-profit organization
serving Temple Emeth

Burial plots at reasonable prices

Contact:

David Fox at (201) 836-0260

Eastern Board of Realtors

2018 Realtor of the Year

award winner

Wishing you a healthy, happy &

prosperous 2022!

Broker/Sales Associate
c: 201 310-2255 (preferred)
c: 201 569-7888
e: wendydess@aol.com

Serving Bergen County for over

25 Years with Integrity,

Professionalism and Results

Award Winner in Results and Customer Service

A realtor for all seasons

Wendy Wineburgh Dessanti

Use the Amazon Link 
on our Webpage

Support Temple Emeth by using our special
Amazon link to make purchases on Amazon.com.

Just visit www.emeth.org and click on the
Amazon.com button 

at the bottom of each page, 
then purchase to your heart's content!  

Amazon helps to support the Temple
when you order by using the

Amazon.com link on our website.

Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad                                   
in the Temple Emeth Bulletin

Visit the Temple website at www.emeth.org

Thinking of selling?  

Now is the time! 

Visit the Temple website at www.emeth.org

The seventh grade 
class conducted 
services on March 
17th under the 
direction of 
Amanda Eastman. 

Teens who went on 
the RAC trip to 
Washington, D.C. 
received certifi-
cates and spoke 
about their       
experiences.
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