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CONGREGATIONAL PASSOVER SEDER

It is no surprise that we have had to cancel our second night Seder. Special
thank you to Rachel and Michael Eastman, chairs of our second night Seder, for
their time and hard work on all the details of our Temple Emeth tradition.

Come Celebrate

While we are saddened that we can't celebrate the second night of Passover
Passover!
with you in person, we are looking forward to seeing you virtually
on Thursday,
April 9 at 6:00 p.m. for a special Seder to be conducted online by Rabbi Sirbu.
Please join your Temple Emeth
Log-in details for joining us will also follow.

friends and family as we celebrate
Because we know some Temple Emeth families have
to readjust
their
plans
thehad
second
night of
Passover
for their first-night Seder as well and may not have haggadot
on
hand,
we
would
at the annual
like to make our Temple haggadot available to you. Please email our Temple
Congregational Passover Seder
Administrator Suzannah Mercado (smercado@emeth.org) no later than Friday,
Thursday,
April 9,to2020
April 3 to let her know if you would like to borrow some.
We will arrange
get
at
6:00
p.m.
them to you in a way that maintains adequate social distancing. If you are unable
Please
reserve
yourdoor.
place by
to leave your home, we will try to get someone to drop
them
off at your
April 1, 2020
Even though we're all physically separate, we're socially connected. Let's remain
the strong, caring congregation who we are.
Complete the RSVP form

on page 6
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From the Editor - In order to ensure that everyone's articles are published in the Bulletin please limit them to half a page.
Remember, flyers are for the Mid-month email and should be sent to
Suzannah Mercado at admin@emeth.org cc: ehanan@emeth.org
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Material for the Bulletin is welcome and
essential for the success of the publication; however,
it is necessary to honor the deadlines as listed.
For the Bulletin mailings, all material must be
submitted by 8:00 p.m. on the date of the deadline.
Please submit all material by email to Barbara Balkin
at bulletin@emeth.org and use Times New Roman
font, 12 pt. in a Word document file.

The Temple Emeth Bulletin is published monthly
from September through June.
Advertising Rates for Ad Size 2” x 3 ½”
Member Non-Member
1 Month
$ 55
$ 75
5 Months
$250
$350
10 Months
$330
$450

For Mid-month emails, all materials are
due by 4:00 p.m. on the date of the deadline.

For additional information, call (201) 833-1322

Message From the Rabbi
When the Israelites witness the covenant at Sinai,
they hear God’s voice amidst the thunder and light-

community.
I believe in time, our response to the virus and the

ning, and they retreat. “You speak to us,” they said to

many restrictions currently imposed on our activity

Moses, “and we will obey; but let not God speak to

will parallel that of the Israelites. No one likes surren-

us, lest we die.” (Exodus 20:16) The Israelites’ first

dering personal freedom or autonomy, and the

reaction to this unprecedented and unimaginable

responsibility to maintain social distancing can be

event is fear and withdrawal. Moses tries to

burdensome. But we understand that we

put them at ease, but they continue to

do this not only for ourselves, but also for

remain at a distance. Later, Moses, having

the susceptible in our community. We are

written down all the commandments, reads

upholding an unspoken social contract, a

them aloud to the Israelites. This time they

covenant of sorts. I pray that these sacri-

respond with courage, even enthusiasm:

fices attain their desired result quickly and

“All that the Eternal has spoken we will

that infection rates decrease in the next

faithfully do!” (Exodus 24:7) The Israelites

Rabbi Steven Sirbu

few weeks.

have accepted their new covenant with God, both the

Judaism relies deeply on our sense of community, and

responsibilities and the benefits, and they no longer

that is why the closure of our building and the suspen-

respond out of fear.

sion of our programming is such a significant sacri-

The coronavirus pandemic understandably invokes

fice. We will do our best to maintain communication

fear in many people. The virus is highly contagious

with you via email, texting and Facebook, but it goes

and can cause serious health problems. Perhaps most

without saying that this cannot replace the sacred

frightening is that it can incubate in a person for up to

feeling of sharing prayers together or exchanging

two weeks before symptoms appear. The severity of

words of Torah with one another. We are still a strong

the outbreak and the intensity of the response are

community, and this crisis simply challenges us to

themselves unprecedented and perhaps unimaginable

express our community values in a different way.

too. Fear can prompt us to behave in selfish or animalistic ways; footage on TV showed scuffles in grocery stores over household items. But acting out of
fear generally benefits no one. I went grocery shop-

Like our ancestors, let us transform our response to
this unimaginable from fear to resolve. Let us understand that the root of “sacrifice” is “sacred,” and that

ping in mid-March as the quarantine orders were

we do an important mitzvah by refraining from activ-

being announced. I’m glad to say that my fellow

ities that could spread the disease. And let us search

shoppers were calm and orderly. If they were afraid,

for new ways to strengthen the community of which

they didn’t let their fear undermine their sense of

we are all a part, especially in these trying times.
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From the Religious School
“B’chol Dor V’Dor”…
In every generation…
The month of April, corresponding to the which is Yom Haatzmaut, Israel Independence Day.
Hebrew months of Nisan and Iyar, is a very exciting Our Religious School will gather to celebrate Israel
time in our Religious School with lots of important and with singing and dancing, food and stories. Mora
memorable holidays and events. When you
Nancy will be sharing her story about her
receive this Bulletin, we will be just a week
recent trip to Israel. As with all our programs
away from celebrating our first seder and events, we hope to cultivate in our stuWednesday, April 8th. Most of us get excited
dents and families an eternal bond to our culabout Passover Seders. We pay attention to all
ture and religion – a connection through
the items on the seder plate and sing songs of
space and time.
the Haggadah. But we need the full seven
days of Passover to experience the preciousFrom our family to yours, Chag Sameach.
ness of freedom and the power of song from a
A Zissen Pesach!
united people. The Haggadah tells us that in Dora Geld Friedman
every generation, “B’chol Dor V’Dor,” we see
LOOKING AHEAD:
ourselves as leaving Egypt.
• On Wednesday, April 1, our students are participating
Later in the month of Nisan, on Sunday, April in Dor L’Dor – from generation to generation, visiting
19th, we will gather to reflect and remember the dark- seniors. This is class for the day.
est period of our history. We invite you to join Rabbi • Pesach Family Fun will be on Sunday, April 5th for
Sirbu, Religious School staff, and students as our 7th students ages 4 – 7 with a parent, 9:45 – 11:00. RSVP
grade students lead the Service of Remembrance at (201) 833-8466.
9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Peter Adler will speak • There is no school from Wednesday, April 8 through
about his personal journey. Temple Members, parents Wednesday, April 15.
of all students, friends, and extended family are • School resumes on Sunday, April 19th. Please join us
encouraged to attend.
then as our 7th grade leads “The Service of
We conclude the month of April as we celebrate Remembrance” – Yom Hashoa.
Israel’s 72nd birthday on Wednesday, April 29th, corB’vracha,
responding to the 5th day of the Hebrew month Iyar,
Dora Geld Friedman

Yad workshop led
by Danielle Feuer
on March 4th

ETC trip to Jewish Heritage Museum

Family services on March 6th
with Adam Kohane and
seventh graders’ art projects
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Message from President Nickie Falk
Chag Sameach
Call me crazy, but I was that kid whose favorite holi- brothers, had a booming baritone voice and led us in

day was Passover, not Chanukah. I grew up in a close- song. I can still hear us all doing background “bim
knit family. Every Friday after dinner, my parents, my boms” as he sang. And then my mother and aunts
brother, and I would pile into the car for a 20-minute would burst into their own songs, reminding us of a
drive to Bayside to visit with my grandmother. Nana giddier version of the Andrew sisters. And each year,
was the mother of three girls, my mother being the eld- all the children were winners whether they found the
est. Nana lived in a two-family house with my

Afikomen or not; we each received a prize

mother’s youngest sister, along with my uncle

(usually a roll of pennies) for our efforts.

and two cousins. My other aunt and her family
would often meet us there. So, our weekly

But let’s get back to the food! I loved bringing

drive to my grandmother’s meant a visit with

hard boiled eggs and matzo to school. In fact,

the entire family.

bringing a box of matzo to school was an

We got together with the family every holiday

Nickie Falk

instant friend-maker with both Jews and nonJews alike. Then there were the special break-

— domestic (Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Memorial

fasts that my mother made for us — matzo brei served

Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving) and religious. There

with applesauce or matzo meal pancakes. It didn’t get

was always lots of laughter, lots of political discus-

any better.

sions, lots of eating, and lots of fun. But Passover was
my favorite time.

Perhaps what I liked most about Passover was feeling
part of a special community. It was the one time of year

Each year, hosting the seder was rotated between our

when observant and non-observant Jews at my public

house and my aunts’, a tradition my brother and I still

school were united in our open display of our Judaism.

carry on. As the three sisters did the final food prepara-

Feeling part of a community remains important to me.

tion, they’d be singing and giggling like schoolgirls,

It’s one of the reasons we joined Temple Emeth and

while my brother, cousins, and I would set the table.

remain active members.

While the rest of us were working, my father and
uncles sat in the living room drinking slivovitz. There

So, at this special time of year, when we celebrate the

was probably some giggling going on in that room as

biblical account of the Israelites’ redemption and

well.

escape from 400 years of Egyptian slavery, let us also
rejoice that as American Jews we are free to openly

The Seder meant special foods that were only made

acknowledge our Judaism and come together as a com-

during Passover, my mother’s favorite Haggadah, pro-

munity at Temple Emeth.

duced by Maxwell House coffee, of course, additional
family members or friends, lots of Manischewitz, and

Chag Sameach.

lots of singing. My Uncle Bob, one of Nana’s older
5

Temple Emeth Spring Gala
Starlight 2020
Saturday, June 13, 2020
Please join us in celebrating Marc Chelemer, Past President and Devotion Award Recipients:
Barbara Balkin and Carlene Fleishman by purchasing an ad or tribute in the Spring Gala Journal.
____ $500 Inside Front/Back Cover
____ $100 Quarter Page/Business Card

____ $360 Full Page
____ $200 Half Page
____ $ 36 One‐Line Listing (50 characters or less)

____ Exact Repeat of Previous Ad

____ Camera Ready Ad/Tribute (please enclose or send
pdf or jpeg file to adjournal@emeth.org)

Name or Business _______________________Contact Person___________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone_________________________Email______________________________
Comments______________________________________________________________________________________
To pay by credit card, please call the Temple office at 201.833.1322
or make your check payable to Temple Emeth and mail with the completed form, to:
Temple Emeth / 1666 Windsor Road / Teaneck, NJ 07666 / Attn: 2020 Spring Gala
Contributions to the Journal are tax deductible.
Ad Deadline – May 1, 2020
QUESTIONS:
Contact Gayle and Michael Goldberg, Ad Journal Chairs at adjournal@emeth.org

Congregational Passover Seder RSVP
In order to continue to foster our sense of
community,Temple
even inEmeth
a timeMembers
of social distancName__________________________________
ing,
I am pleased to announce that four
Numberpieces
of Adults_____at
$42 each
major
of Temple programming
will
Children
(ages
5-12)______at
$20
each
now be held via Zoom. Zoom is a userChildrenonline
under 5______(no
charge) platform
friendly
videoconferencing
Non-Temple
Members
used by many synagogues. Optimally, particName__________________________________
ipants
logofinto
Zoom using$48
a computer
or cell
Number
Adults_____at
each
phone
with
a built-in
camera,$24
microphone
Children
(ages
5-12)______at
each
and
speakers.
it is alsocharge)
possible to parChildren
underBut
5______(no
ticipate
audio-only
by calling
in on your
telePlease make
checks payable
to Temple
Emeth.
phone.
Total enclosed $______
Telephone
#_______________________
Weekly
Zoom
events include:
Email____________________________
Lunch and Learn, Wednesday from 12:00 to
Special
1:00
pmNeeds____________________________
Dietary
Restrictions________________________
Kabbalat
Shabbat, Friday from 5:45 to 6:30
Seating Preference_________________________
pm
Shabbat
Morning
Torah
Study,
Please reserve
your place
by April
1st,Saturday
so we canfrom
seat
your
party
together.
For
questions,
or
if
you would
9:00 to 10:15 am
like
to helpMorning
set up, please
contactSaturday
Mike or Rachel
Shabbat
Kiddush,
from
Eastman at amandasmommy@optonline.net
11:30 am to 12:00 noon
Please return this completed form with your payment
to Temple Emeth, Attention: Passover Seder
6

TEMPLE
B’yachad and
EMETH
Social Action
SOCIAL
ACTION
invite you to a
Special Presentation on
Sunday, April 19 at 10:00 a.m.

Event will include a breakfast, the movie “Just Eat It”
and a talkback led by Paul Kaufman.
Food waste is a major contributor to both
hunger and environmental degradation. A
shocking statistic is that 40% of the food produced in this country is not eaten, but ends up
in landfills or incinerators. The movie “Just Eat
It” is the story of a young couple who vow to spend six
months eating only that food which is considered “waste”
by society and its institutions. Their ingenuity and dedication demonstrate how they were able to keep their vow
without succumbing to hunger or health problems. All of
us will learn lessons about shopping and eating wisely
and conserving precious food.
This RSVP form must be filled out and returned with the
$6 fee per person by April 12th for the breakfast. If you
RSVP after that date, the cost is $8 per person. If you do
not RSVP, you are welcome to attend the discussion but
not the breakfast.
April 19 B’yachad breakfast RSVP
Name_________________________________________
Telephone #_____________________________
Email address____________________________
Number attending____ Total Enclosed______

Temple Emeth Spring Gala
Starlight 2020
Saturday, June 13, 2020
Dear Temple Members, Friends, and Supporters of
Our Honorees,
We hope you will join us on Saturday evening,
June 13, 2020, as we celebrate our Past President
Marc Chelemer and Devotion Honorees Barbara
Balkin and Carlene Fleishman.
This event includes a Silent Auction of items donated or solicited by Temple members and friends.
Gifts and services that have done well at previous
Silent Auctions include:
• Foreign language lessons, academic tutoring or a
computer tune-up
• Golf instruction
• A week at a timeshare or vacation home
• A meal in your home prepared by a Temple
“chef” or wine/cheese/gourmet food
• Tickets to a Broadway show, sporting event, or
concert
• A car service to an airport
• Hand-made or one-of-a-kind items
• A massage, make-over, or day at a spa
• Spring clean-up or de-cluttering services
• Theme-based gift baskets of smaller items
You can be creative and think “outside the box”:
• What talents or skills do you have that might
benefit other Temple members?
• What experiences (entertaining, athletic,
educational) do you have access to that others
might enjoy?
• What businesses do you patronize that might make
a donation?
Your contribution, with a “value” attached to it, can
be dropped off at Temple Emeth. You may also
contact us for pick-up. Please feel free to call, email
or text us with any questions.
Thank you,
Nancy Wolinsky
nanwolinksy@optonline.net 201-218-6721
Jodee Fink
jodeefink@yahoo.com
201-693-2282
Silent Auction Co-Chairs
*All donors will be recognized in the auction catalog and
will receive documentation of their gift for tax purposes.

Temple Emeth Spring Gala / Silent Auction –
June 13, 2020
YES, I will be happy to contribute (goods and/or
services) valued at ________ to the Silent Auction.
Name____________________________________
I may be reached at: Telephone:_______________
Email________________________________
(To discuss drop-off or pick-up of goods.)

TEMPLE EMETH SPRING GALA
STARLIGHT 2020
Saturday, June 13, 2020
GIFT DONATION FORM
Item:___________________________________
Retail Value: $_________
Donor Name: ___________________________
(As you wish to be acknowledged in the catalog)
Address: ____________________________
City/Town/State/Zip: _____________________
Cell or Business Phone:___________________
Contact Name(s): _______________________
Description of the Item:
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
Contact Person __________________________
Date ___________________________
Temple Member/Solicitor of Donation
________________________________________
Date___________________________
Please submit the completed form to Temple
Emeth or Email the information to:
Nancy Wolinsky – nanwolinsky@optonline.net
Jodee Fink – jodeefink@yahoo.com
Item

Picked up _________________
Delivered _________________

Gift Certificate Provided _________________
Created _________________
Item Received

Date:_________________

Items for the Temple Emeth
Silent Auction
at Starlight 2020
can be dropped off in the Social Hall
on
Sunday, April 19,
10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
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Services and S’machot
10th of Nisan 5780
Friday, April 3rd

Shabbat Hagadol
Family Shabbat Service at 7:30 p.m.

Oneg is sponsored by Karyn and Gary Richards in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son,
Aaron Kent Richards
Saturday, April 4th

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Service - Bar Mitzvah of Aaron Richards
at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - Tzav: Lev. 6:1-8:36

Haftarah - Malachi 3:4-24

15th of Nisan 5780
Wednesday, April 8th

First Seder

Thursday, April 9th

Collaborative Festival Service at Temple Sinai in
Tenafly at 10:30 a.m.

17th of Nisan 5780
Friday, April 10th

Shabbat Chol HaMo’ed Pesach
Shabbat Service at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, April 11th

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.

21st of Nisan 5780
Wednesday, April 15th

Seventh Day Passover Service with Yizkor
at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - Chol HaMo’ed Pesach: Ex. 33:12-34:26 Haftarah - Ezekiel 37:1-14, Song of Songs is read

8

24th of Nisan 5780
Friday, April 17th

Shabbat Sh’mini
Music Service at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, April 18th

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
B’nai Mitzvah Learner’s Service at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - Sh’mini: Lev. 9:1-11:47

Haftarah - Ezekiel 36:22-36

1st of Iyar 5780
Friday, April 24th

Shabbat Rosh Chodesh
Shabbat Service at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, April 25th

Torah Study at 9:00 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Service at 10:30 a.m.

Torah Portion - Tazria/M’tzora: Lev. 12:1-15:33

Haftarah - II Kings 7:3-20 or Isa. 66:1-13, 23
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Good & Welfare
The congregation mourns the loss of
Jack Sparrow and sends condolences to
his wife, Deborah Schachter.
Condolences to...
Phyllis Friedland on the loss of her brother,
Allan Gelbart.
Mazel Tov to...
Cynthia and Barry Massarsky on the birth of their
grandson, Elliott Brian Massarsky.
Eley Kohn and Barry Obut on the birth of their
granddaughter, Arya Ocean, and to the
parents, Rachel Kohn Obut and Joshua Scott.
Selma and Neil Berger on the birth of their
grandson, Harrison Alden Romano, and to
the parents, Elyse Berger and Andrew Romano.
Madelyn Wolf Eichen and Rich Eichen on the birth of
their granddaughter, Ayla Sage Wolf, daughter
of Benjamin and Samantha Wolf.
Get Well Wishes to...
Brenda Weiss
Richard Koffler
Phil Keusch

Guitar Service with
Wendy Kosakoff and
David Kohane on
February 21

Service with
Amanda Eastman
on February 28

“MOVIES THAT MATTERED”
A Film Series Follow-Up to
“The Jewish Experience
Through Cinema”

The next movie is
“Denial” on Tuesday,
May 21 at 7:30 p.m.
Deborah Lipstadt is an American professor of
Holocaust studies whose speaking engagement is
disrupted by David Irving, a Nazi Germany scholar.
He files a libel lawsuit in the United Kingdom
against Lipstadt and her publisher for declaring him
a Holocaust denier in her books.
Upcoming movie:“Boys from Brazil” on June 9.
10

Social Action in Action
Mitzvah of the Month: Passover food drive - Jewish
Family Service.
$300 to be donated to Community Scholarship Fund of
Teaneck.
Family Promise - Our week to provide shelter starts
April 19. They have one family (single mother and her
child). Rumor has it that Family Promise is negotiating
to buy St. Cecilia’s to be a permanent shelter.
Environment - Oil Train legislation did not pass NJ
assembly, so it will be re-introduced this year. Newest
issue: A NJ Transit power plant is proposed for the
western side of the Meadowlands, but there are ecological concerns. The power plant proposal is intended to
provide backup power for the entire rail system in the
event of a power failure caused by a natural or manmade event. There is a solar alternative. Efforts are
being made to stop the fossil fuel plant and replace it
with a solar version. More to come.
Immigration Follow Up - Northern NJ Sanctuary
Coalition is having their annual fundraising dinner on
Sunday April 19 at 6 pm at Central Unitarian Church,
156 Forest Avenue, Paramus. Tickets are $25. The
coalition appears to be reorganizing with a new leader.
We determined that SAC will donate $100. In addition,
we will have a table. Participants include: Ina Miller,
Alissa Sandler, Eva Sandrof, Phylis Burman, Holly
Clark, Lynn Chaiken, Steve Chaiken.
To buy tickets go to:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/northern-nj-sanctuarycoalition-annual-benefit-dinner-tickets-92280837469
Food Waste Follow Up - Sunday, April 19, 2020
B’yachad Breakfast, Sunday morning April 19 event,
10:00 am - “Just Eat It” movie and a talk back. Movie
summary: We all love food. As a society, we devour
countless cooking shows, culinary magazines, and foodie blogs. So how could we possibly be throwing nearly
50% of it in the trash? Filmmakers and food lovers, Jen
and Grant, dive into the issue of food waste and pledge
to quit grocery shopping and survive only on discarded
food for six months. This film features interviews with
author, activist, and TED lecturer Tristram Stuart; food
waste expert Dana Gunders; and acclaimed author
Jonathan Bloom. “Just Eat It” examines our systemic
obsession with expiration dates, perfect produce, and
super portion sizes. The documentary is both deliciously
entertaining and truly shocking.
We Need More Volunteers. Shearit Ha Plate is a food
pantry for the Orthodox. They have extra food which
needs to be taken from Teaneck to a church in
Hackensack. We have signed up to help on Friday mornings. Andy Benesch, Mary Jane Tucker, Lynn and Steve
Chaiken, Ina Miller, Jane Kalfus, Eva Sandrof, and
Hetty Geller have volunteered. We need more help. It’s
easy, quick, and a good Shabbat Mitzvah. We’re working on a schedule now.
New Business: Phylis Burman made us aware of
S.O.A.P. (Save Our Adolescents From Prostitution)
training on Sunday, March 22nd, 1:00-5:00. Two Bergen
County Plaza, 1st floor conference Center, Hackensack.
Help save local missing children, stop modern slavery,
and prevent sex trafficking in NJ by giving hotels and
motels bars of soap. Participate in a training and outreach mobilization.
Alissa Sandler brought up the importance of the 2020
Census campaign We will consider the very many
informational posters out there to showcase a Census
campaign at the Temple.
https://2020census.gov/en/partners/outreachmaterials.html?utm_campaign=20190805msprts1ccpup
nl&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
The next Social Action meeting will take place on
Sunday, April 12 at 9:45 a.m.

Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Library
Monthly News Update: Anti-Semitism
By Marion Wolf
ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES ACCREDITATION
We have all watched with dismay as violent antiSemitic acts have proliferated in recent years. To
understand what’s going on, we can turn to several
books in the Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg Library.
Two have anti-Semitism as their theme; a third
touches on stereotypes about Jews and money.

spread of Islamist ideas. She concludes by urging us, in the words of
Ze’ev Maghen, “to defy antiSemitism not with Jewish pleas and
Jewish hand-wringing but with
Jewish learning, Jewish observance, Jewish strength and Jewish
achievement.” Weiss asks, “What
is more attractive than people confident in themselves, grateful for their historical
legacy, and proud of their culture?” Weiss calls us to
action. Many of us discussed her concrete suggestions in Torah Study last month with Rabbi Sharon
Litwin.

Antisemitism: Here and Now is
the work of Deborah E. Lipstadt,
Dorot Professor of Modern Jewish
History and Holocaust Studies at
Emory University. She has written prize-winning books about the
Eichmann trial and the Holocaust,
events of the recent past. But this
latest book deals with contemporary anti-Semitism, coming from both left-wing
groups on college campuses and white nationalists
on the right. Is today’s anti-Semitism the same or
different from what we have seen before? Is it about
Israel? And how can we combat this evil? The
author has organized this book as a series of letters
to an imaginary colleague and an imaginary college
student, who are both perplexed by the resurgence of
this ancient hatred. In a note to readers, Dr. Lipstadt
states that this was a challenging book to write, since
not only was the subject painful but every day some
alarming new development would demand analysis
and inclusion. She wrote in August of 2018, “…by
the time this book appears there will have been new
examples of antisemitism that should have been a
part of the narrative.”

Rabbi Mary Zamore, editor of The Sacred
Exchange: Creating a Jewish Money Ethic, spoke
about her book right here at
Temple Emeth as last fall’s
Trachtenberg lecturer. One section
of this essay collection is called
“Uncomfortable Conversations.”
There we find a history of Jewish
moneylenders and cringe-worthy
stereotypes that fuel antiSemitism. The more we know about the origin of
these notions the better we can refute them. It
should be said that The Sacred Exchange is about
much more than anti-Semitism—its focus is on how
Jewish ethical principles can guide us in our use of
money. Its aim is to help us find a balance in how
we spend, earn, waste, save, and donate our money.

Indeed. On October 18, 2018 a shooter killed people
worshipping in Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life synagogue,
the shul where journalist Bari Weiss had her bat
mitzvah. She had never imagined such horrors
could happen in America, with its promise of religious freedom and tolerance. She responded by
writing How to Fight Anti-Semitism. In this slim
volume, she talks about the same conspiracy theories
of both the left and right which are detailed in
Professor Lipstadt’s book. She also examines the

One last book about anti-Semitism deserves mention
here. It was written by our library’s namesake,
Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg! The
Devil and the Jews is a classic, a
study of medieval superstitions about
Jews. It can be found on our shelves
along with these three newer books.
It is too bad that we have needed an
update on this subject, but at least
you know where to learn more about
it.
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CONTRIBUTIONS
ADULT EDUCATION FUND
Art and Sabrina Lerman wishing a full recovery for
Richard Koffler
in observance of the yahrzeit of Art’s mom,
Mollie Lerman
ILANA HED RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
Maryanne Tursi sends thanks to all of my Temple
Emeth friends for the Purim Basket
LIBRARY FUND
Teri Binder wishing Judy Fox a speedy recovery
wishing Brenda Weiss a speedy recovery
sending Mazel Tov to Sue and Phil Keusch on
the birth of their granddaughter, Violet
MUSIC FUND
Elinor Buchbinder in honor of Rachel Eastman’s
60th Birthday
PAUL S. LAZAR CARING COMMUNITY FUND
Elinor Buchbinder in honor of Mike Grunstein’s
80th Birthday
Judy and Walter Distler in gratitude to the friends
who are family-Mary Jane Tucker, Eva Tobias,
Carlene Fleishman, Teri Binder and Nan and
Jeff Lehmann - who were the “first
responders” when the flu struck
RABBI LOUIS J. SIGEL
SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE FUND
Mimi Sigel sends virtual hugs to her many friends
who supported Shalach Manot in her name
Eva and Larry Tobias send Judy Fox wishes for
joy, health & laughter in abundance

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Teri Binder in memory of her husband, Fred Binder
TEMPLE EMETH FUND
Sydell Yegelwel to Judy and Walter Distler for being
very thoughtful special people
Ellen Schwartz and David Feldman in memory of
Gabriel Weingarten, father of Jacqueline Arams
Barbara and Keith Kornfeld with appreciation to
Janis and Donald Hoey
VIEWPOINTS FUND
Judy and Walter Distler sending well wishes to
Richard and Florette Koffler
sending congratulations to Sue and Phil
Keusch on the arrival of their granddaughter,
Violet and best wishes for Grandpa’s recovery
sending best wishes to Judy Fox
YAHRZEIT FUND
Lee Rothenberg in memory of Dorothy Bernberg,
Milton Rothenberg, and Edward Fruchter
Holly and Steven Clark in memory of Holly’s father,
Jack Antonoff
Holly and Steven Clark in memory of Steven’s
father, Ben Clark
Bunny and Nathan Ritzer in memory of Bunny’s
mother, Rose Spielman
Sylvia Pollack in memory of her mother, Esther Mitnick
Rhonda and Bruce Freund in memory of Rhonda’s
mother, Lydia Libero
Marlene and Edward Rosenbaum in memory of
Marlene’s mother, Judith Yoskowitz
Teri Binder in memory of her mother, Elise
Weinberger
Teri Binder in memory of her father-in-law,
Harry Binder

Purim Megillah reading
with ETC and Sandi Klein
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Summary of Minutes from the February 13, 2020 Board of Trustees Meeting
Treasurer’s Report – Gary Richards reviewed the
Funds Statement. Review is ongoing as there are
many funds; some of which cannot be merged. The
budget comparison for the six months June 2019February 2020 was presented and discussed. Budget
meetings begin March 4th.
Financial Secretary’s Report – Alan Winters reported
that as of February $490,608 Voluntary Commitments made. 84% are collected totaling $413,921.
Administrator’s Report – Suzannah Mercado noted
that there are some problems with Shul Cloud; there
is less support from them, which is leading to delaying email notifications of options available to congregants. A discussion of other programs was brought
up, however there are not many other options to Shul
Cloud available.
Security – Amy Abrams presented a detailed review
of Security Notes for Greeters, including welcoming
members and guests, how to identify those who want
access to the building safely, procedures in case of
emergency, and a review of the ‘Greeter Phone.’

Details are included in the envelope where the
phones are kept and it was suggested that everyone
who greets review these guidelines. A meeting of
everyone who is eligible to greet was suggested in
order to ensure that they are aware of the security
measures that we have.
Gala – Silent Auction – Board members must bring in
or provide 3 items for the Silent Auction. There are
many types of donations – vacation homes, services,
gift items, gift certificates, etc. that can be donated.
Contact Nancy Wolinsky and Jodee Fink for Silent
Auction. Ad Journal solicitations also welcome of
course. Ad Journal is looking for someone to do the
layout of the ads. Suggestions should go to Michael
and Gayle Goldberg.
President’s Report correction: $180 donation made
to the Yom Hashoah event, as in previous years.
Respectfully submitted,
Jill Kantor
Assistant Secretary

Committee Reports
B'yachad On May 17th Rabbi Rebecca Sirbu will discuss
the current goals and developments of Hadassah. Send us
your ideas for future speakers and/or topics.
ETC-Emeth Teen Community Pixie Pierce. The ETC
(On The Road) trip to NYC took place on Sunday,
February 23rd. They were joined by the 7th graders to
visit the Museum of Jewish Heritage and have a guided
tour of “Auschwitz. Not Long Ago. Not Far Away.” After
the tour they stopped to visit Hudson Yards and got to
climb Vessel. With an unseasonably warm day, this was a
treat for all. On Sunday March 8th, all ETC teens worked
together to set up and run the Purim Carnival. In addition,
Amanda Eastman, along with a group of about 8 teens
worked with the Cantor to help fill the Rabbi’s shoes in
planning and performing in the Purim service. They did an
amazing job! The next ETC event will be on March 29th,
to attend the Jewish Film Festival in West Orange, NJ
Emeth Gardeners Julie Weisman. Be sure to check for
first blooming of the daffodils in front of the Temple on
Windsor Road. They will pop any day now and will be
spectacular. You don't want to miss it! Early Spring plant-

CELEBRATE
PASSOVER!
Temple Emeth Religious
School invites you to
come to Temple Emeth for
a morning of music, stories,
dance, and crafts!
Sunday, April 5, 2020
9:45 - 11:00 a.m.
For children ages 4 - 7, with a parent
and/or grandparent
Free Admission! Bring a friend!
R.S.V.P. required! Call: 201-833-8466

ing (peas, spinach, and milkwood) was planned for
Sunday, March 15 at 10:45 a.m.
Fundraising Task Force Alan Winters. The committee
is in the process of planning a theater event for May to
be held at the temple. We’re exploring the idea of a fundraising campaign called 'Raise the Roof' to replace the roof.
Kol Emet Marcia Bronsnick and Jill Kantor. Kol Emet is
starting rehearsals in preparation for Pride Shabbat on
June 12th.
Marketing Laaren Hort. We've placed several ads in the
Jewish Standard recently, promoting the Israeli Film
Festival organized by Viewpoints (the first was an especially successful ad, with about 100 people attending the
screening) and the upcoming Holocaust concert. The
newspaper wrote a story about Rabbi Sirbu's trip to the
Mexican border and will have another about the Holocaust
concert next week. On Facebook, Barbara Balkin has
posted lots of great photos of different events, especially
our ever-photogenic Purim events. We have some money
in the budget to promote events, so please contact me if
you have something interesting coming up.

Ancestry@Emeth
What is your family story?
If you would like to participate in the
next Ancestry@Emeth exhi b it,
ple a se c onta c t
Barbara Balkin at dkrm505@yahoo.com
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Use this form
to send an
$____________Enclosed ($10 minimum) Fund Name_______________________________________________ acknowledgement for life
cycle events to
Contributed by___________________________________________________________________________
your friends
and family and
Send Acknowledgment to:__________________________________________________________________
at the same
time perform
the mitzvah of
Address_________________________________________________________________________________
tzedaka. Call
the office with
Message ______________________________________________________________________________________ any questions.
Contributory Funds – contributions are deposited in the Temple Emeth Funds Account and drawn for use by the designated committee

CONTRIBUTION FORM

• Adult Education Fund
• Adult Kallah Fund
• Albert & Mildred Otten Institute for Living Arts
• Beautification Fund
• Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Fund
• Children’s Worship Fund
• College Kids Fund
• Emeth Teen Community Fund
• Environment Fund
• Abe Golomb Religious School Scholarship Fund • Ilana Hed Religious School Fund
• Inscribed Prayerbook Fund ($50 minimum)
• Library Fund
• Museum Fund
• Music Fund
• Prayerbook Fund
• Ritual Fund
• Margery Rothschild Memorial Israel Fund
• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Scholar-in-Residence Fund • Social Action Fund
• Straussman Memorial Youth Award Fund
• Temple Emeth Fund
• Torah Repair Fund
• Joshua Trachtenberg Memorial Lecture Fund
• Viewpoints Fund
• Yahrzeit Fund
• Youth Committee Program Fund
Endowed Funds – contributions are added to principal held by the Temple Emeth Endowment Foundation with fund income distributed yearly
• Adult Kallah Scholarship Fund
• Grunstein-Liberman Endowed Fund • Honigberg/ Howard Religious School Scholarship Fund
• Lazar Educational Enrichment Fund
• Paul S. Lazar Caring Community Endowed Fund
• Alfred and Helen Levin Youth Award Fund
• Rabbi Louis J. Sigel Endowment Fund • Νed and Doris Siner Music Fund
• Temple Emeth Endowment Fund
• Dru and Ted Greenwood Youth Awards Fund
Other Funds – contributions are used at the discretion of the recipient
• Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
• Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

Visit the Temple website at www.emeth.org
Located in the Temple lobby,
the Tree of Life provides an
opportunity to share life’s
special occasions with your
Temple family. Loved ones,
friends and members of the
congregation are able to create permanent
remembrances of their joyous events so that
future generations can look upon our yesterday as having been filled with hopes,
dreams and accomplishments. Order yours
now! You will enjoy visiting the Temple and
finding your leaf. To order, please call the
Temple office at (201) 833-1322.

Tree
of
Life

Look no further…Temple Emeth can comfortably accommodate 25 to
225 guests. Your guests will enjoy the expansiveness of our elegant
entry hall, social hall, and beautiful outdoor “Garden in the Round.”
Our youth lounge is also available for rental. We accommodate
Kosher, Glatt Kosher and non‐Kosher catering.
Please contact:
The Temple Office
at
201‐833‐1322 or
admin@emeth.org
Our calendar is quite busy; please be certain to
book your event soon!

Planning an event, meeting or activity at the Temple? An
online version of the “green form” for room reservations is
now available at: http://www.emeth.org/events/green.php
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Memorial Plaques
This is a wonderful way to honor
your departed loved ones by purchasing a permanent plaque in
our Sanctuary. It will evoke fond
memories to see their names on
our Memorial wall. When you
purchase these plaques, one is
permanently placed on the
Memorial wall and the second
larger one is displayed on the
actual week of the yahrzeit. The
cost is $375 FOR BOTH
PLAQUES. You may also buy
and reserve plaques in advance.
Contact the office if you would
like to make a purchase.

2019 Circle of Excellence Silver Award
Top Listing Agent 2014-2019
Forbes Top 500 U.S. Agents

Broker/Sales Associate
c: 201 310-2255 (preferred)
c: 201 569-7888
e: wendydess@aol.com
201-928-0100
201-928-0406 (FAX)
e-mail: senweinberg@njleg.org

LORETTA WEINBERG
NEW JERSEY STATE SENATE
MAJORITY LEADER

Eastern Board of Realtors
2018 Realtor of the Year
award winner

Serving Bergen County for over
25 Years with Integrity,
Professionalism and Results

We continue to be Jewish family managed,
knowing that caring people provide caring service.
GUTTERMAN AND MUSICANT JEWISH FUNERAL DIRECTORS
8005220588
WIEN & WIEN, INC. MEMORIAL CHAPELS
800-322-0533
402 PARK STREET, HACKENSACK, NJ 07601
ALAN L. MUSICANT, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 2890 • MARTIN D. KASDAN, N.J. Lic. No. 4482

545 CEDAR LANE
TEANECK, NJ 07666

SENATOR, 37TH DISTRICT
BERGEN COUNTY
Amazon helps to support the Temple
when you order by using the
Amazon.com link on our website.

Use the Amazon Link
on our Webpage
Support Temple Emeth by using our special
Amazon link to make purchases on Amazon.com.
Just visit www.emeth.org and click on the
Amazon.com button
at the bottom of each page,
then purchase to your heart's content!

Advance planning conferences conveniently arranged at our chapel or in your own home
GuttermanMusicantWien.com

Since 1954

Bergen County Reform Temple Memorial Association
A non‐profit organization
serving Temple Emeth
Burial plots at reasonable prices
Contact:
David Fox at (201) 836‐0260
Eric Loeb at (201) 692‐0211

Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad
in the Temple Emeth Bulletin

Elliot W. Steinberg
Emily R. Steinberg
Broker/Sales - Sales Associate
201-446-0839 • 201-446-1034
“Of all the decisions you will make
whether buying or selling, there
is none more important than whom
you choose to represent you.”

Wei
chert
REALTORS

Purimspiel February 28th
Written by Sheldon Burnston; directed by Marilyn
Shapiro; performed by Paul Rosenberg, David Cohen,
Mindy Greenberg, Marla Levine and Annice Bellamy.
15

Temple Emeth
1666 Windsor Road
Teaneck, New Jersey 07666
www.emeth.org
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