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Carlene is a New Jersey native, born in Jersey City 
and raised in North Bergen. After graduating from 
NJ State Teacher’s College (now Jersey City 
University) with a B.S. in Education, she began her 
teaching career as a fourth and fifth grade teacher 
in the Union City public school system. She met 
and married her dear Seymour and within the first 
year of their marriage, bought a house in 
Teaneck. Within the next few years, they 
welcomed the arrival of their two sons, Steven and 
Robert. Carlene retired from teaching and devoted 
her time to raising her children, investing her 
energies in the Democrats, and actively helping to 
support the cause of school integration in the 
Teaneck school system. 
  
When it was time for their boys to begin religious school, Carlene and Seymour joined 
Congregation Beth Am in Teaneck. It was through this affiliation that her involvement in 
the Teaneck Jewish community began. Carlene served as the first woman president of 
Congregation Beth Am and as a vice president of a flourishing Jewish Community 
Council. In 1979, the Fleishmans graciously welcomed immigrating Soviet Jews into their 
home (they observed their first Thanksgiving in the U.S. at Chez Fleishman). She also had 
the honor of being chairperson of Teaneck's first town-wide Holocaust observance. 
  
Meanwhile, their children grew, became a Bar Mitzvah, attended Camp Eisner, and enjoyed 
trips to Israel. In time, Seymour and Carlene joined Temple Emeth. In their 25-plus years 
of membership, Temple Emeth became a home away from home - sharing joys and 
sorrows.  Carlene has been privileged to serve on many temple committees, participate in 
our wonderful theater productions (remember Yenta!), and - the highlight of those years - 
served as chairperson of the annual Kallah with her dear friend Bev Lazar. Carlene 
treasures many of her friendships that go back as far as elementary school and through 
college. 
  
Once her children were grown and accomplished adults, Carlene began a new career as 
head teacher at the Whittier Working Parents after-school program, a position she 
remained in for 30 years. 
  
Today, Carlene is the proud mother and mother-in-law of Steven and Laurie, and Robert 
and Jodi; and nothing gives her more pleasure than her fabulous grandchildren -- Bryan 
and his wife Allison, and Bradley, Andrea, and Samantha. Sadly, she remembers her 
brother Fred Marx, who passed away recently, and who would have been so pleased to join 
us at this event. 


