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Barbara Balkin has been capturing memories of Temple Emeth 
for more than two decades. In the past 20 years, if you have ever 
attended an Emeth event, Barbara has taken your picture. Her 
glowing photographs faithfully showcase our moments— from 
distinguished speakers to dinner dances, onegs to simchas, 
benefits to bazaars, life-cycle events, and EVERYTHING in 
between. When our community traveled to Spain, Prague, Israel, 
Alabama, and Georgia, Barbara was there. When we put on the 
Temple Emeth musical productions, Barbara was there, taking 
cast portraits, rehearsals, and publicity photos. Singlehandedly, 
Barbara has provided all Emeth’s publicity photographs for area 
newspapers, on social media and the Temple website. Her 
artistry was recognized by the URJ Biennial Photo Contest in 
the Congregational Life category for her photo “Lighting the 
Candles.” She has photographed honorees, clergy, staff, board 
members, and confirmands year after year. Year in and year out. 
Do you need a photo or slide show for an ad, a memorial, an 
announcement, or flyer? Ask Barbara. She has taken and 
archived thousands (literally) of Temple Emeth photographs. 
 
During the pandemic, Barbara kept us connected with the Pandemic Porch Portraits Project. This fundraising project 
showcased dozens of Emeth members posed on their own front porches. The photos were assembled in a printed 
book, which is housed in both our library and the collection of the Jewish Theological Seminary in Manhattan. The 
Pandemic Porch Project culminated in an exhibit in our museum gallery and an article in the Jewish Standard.  
 
When not behind the camera, Barbara served for nine years as a member of Temple Emeth’s Board of Trustees. She 
was a member of the Religious School Committee, Youth Committee, Membership Committee, the Oneg, Scholar-
in-Residence, Publicity, Artist-in-Residence, Dinner Dance, Rabbinic search, Shalach Manot, Bazaar Committees, and 
the Livestream booth team. For the past 18 years she has chaired the Bulletin Committee, serving as editor, managing 
editor, copy editor and graphic artist. As chairperson of the Museum Committee, she organized exhibit events, 
receptions, and speaker series. Barbara also started the Ancestry@emeth project. 
 
In her life before Temple Emeth -- hard to imagine! -- Barbara was born in the Bronx and grew up in Queens. She 
attended Queens College, where she earned a B.A. in Art Education and graduated cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa. 
She went on to earn an M.A. in Art Education and an M.S. in Special Education, also at Queens College.  Barbara 
worked as a New York City Special Education teacher at the Manhattan School for Career Development for 36 years, 
where she taught darkroom and digital photography to learning disabled and emotionally disturbed teens and young 
adults. There she also served as a grade advisor and related services coordinator for several years. 
 
Barbara got her first box camera at age eleven, and she has gone from one event to the next ever since, taking pictures 
and capturing memories. Her favorite subjects are landscapes, nature, travel destinations, family simchas, and her 
twin grandchildren, Mariella and Kaiden. She also enjoys crafts, calligraphy, baking, and graphic design.  
 
Barbara’s life became entwined with Temple Emeth when she enrolled her older son in the Religious School and 
volunteered in the school office. Both her sons Jeffrey and Jonathan became a Bar Mitzvah and were confirmed at 
Temple Emeth. At that time, she became involved with the Youth Committee, organizing activities and trips. She 
served on the BARJ School Committee and volunteered there as a substitute teacher. 
 
Barbara lives in New Milford with her partner Bill and visits family in Maryland, Virginia, and Rhode Island—but she 
always returns to Temple Emeth. Why, you may ask?  The answer is easy: because we have a lot of memories ahead 
for her to capture. Barbara thoroughly enjoys this role and being a part of such a warm and vibrant community, and 
she appreciates this honor. 


