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As we prepare for Passover this year, we need to face the obvious questions: 
Why is this Passover Seder night different from all other nights?  

On all other nights we are not quarantined. This Passover we are.  

On all other nights we enjoy the company of those surrounding us. On this night we learn to use new technology to 
try to be with others. 

On all other nights we can eat any kinds of vegetables. On this night, our maror - the vegetable that reminds us of 
bitter lives - was bought either braving a store with gloves and masks on, or picking it up curbside or having it 
delivered by someone we don’t know. 

On all other Seder nights we wash our hands once without a blessing and once with a blessing. On this night we 
wash to ancient or modern tunes that make sure we wash - with soap - for at least twenty seconds.  

On all other nights our salt water reminds us of tears we shed because our lives were hard as slaves. On this night 
we shed tears for those who are stricken with this awful plague. We shed tears for everyone who is sometimes 

afraid, or who must be alone.  

Each Passover we re-live the glorious moments when we were freed from slavery and oppression. This Passover 

we have a new understanding of our ancestors who were slaves and did not know when they would be freed. I 
would like to think that somehow, even though they did not know when, they always had hope that they would be 
free. I do. I have hope that if we do our parts now, we will be free. I hope it will be soon. 

Beginning the second night of Passover we count the Omer. We are taught that we count up, and not down. I now 
understand that in a new way. For one thing, I am already having a difficult time discerning how much time has 

passed since before we were to stay at home. For another, right now we are not sure how much longer we will stay 
at home. So we learn to count… up. We have been doing this nine days, which is one week and two days, 16 days 
- which are two weeks and two days. Each day and week we count is an accomplishment. And even though we do 

not know what the last day of our counting will be for this quarantine, we have hope that it will end. In fact, 
because we have already experienced freedom from oppression, we have even more confidence in our hope.  

There are other things we do at a Seder that reminds me of what we are going through now. We sing and we tell 

stories. We say blessings, and acknowledge G-d’s role in our lives.  

We learn to realize that we are so grateful to be alive. If we get to enjoy another day: Dayenu - it would be enough 

for us. If we get to talk to friends and family - Dayenu. If we get to laugh - Dayenu. If we sing - Dayenu. If we join 
our voices with others - Dayenu. If we know that what we do is helping others - Dayenu. If we find a renewed 

commitment to take care of this world - Dayenu. If we learn to appreciate the efforts of others more - Dayenu. If 
we take a moment to have a conversation with G-d - Dayenu! 

If you have found yourself looking for new challenges, while staying at home, that might include riddles or mind 
games to occupy yourself alone or others with you - don’t forget the songs at the end of the Seder. Try the memory 

song about the only goat that got eaten by the cat. See if you can do it in one breath. Don’t forget the trivia song 
that challenges you to think of something that is one, and something that is two… and up to 13 or beyond. You do 
not have to stick to the answers in the Haggadah (but - spoiler alert - there are answers in the 

song if you want to use them).  

I hope that you can have a Zissen Pesach - a sweet Passover. I hope that your life is filled 

with “Dayenu” moments I hope that we all stay safe, and get to gather together again soon. 
Bivrakha (with blessing), 

Rabbi Dr. Jana L. De Benedetti 

Counting on Freedom 

The BuzZ at BZ 
News From B’nai Zion Congregation in Shreveport, LA 

From Rabbi Jana 
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Jerie and I hope you and yours are safe and well. These are certainly trying 
times on so many levels. I have always found it best during difficult times to 
narrow my focus, try to channel my energy on the things I can control and 
not get too caught up on projecting too far in the future. This is definitely a 
time when keeping your faith is vital. I have always been deeply proud of my 
Jewish heritage, although I considered myself to be moderate on the religious 
scale while being extremely spiritual. This has served me well and continues 
to do so during these 

challenging days. I hope and pray for all of you 
that you are able to empower yourselves to find 
a productive and meaningful way to get through 
all of this. Therein lies my message – I know 
we will get past this crisis as individuals, as a 
Congregation and as a Community. Please keep 
your faith. I am so thankful to Rabbi Jana. She 
and I have spoken, emailed and texted 
throughout as we have tried to brainstorm on 
how we could best serve all of you and still be 
responsible. Times like this serve as a reminder 
of how lucky we are to have Rabbi, Adam and 
so many others dedicated to B’nai Zion. I urge 
all of you to follow the current protocols and 
stay safe and I look forward to being able to 
celebrate in person with all of you in the not too 
distant future (sooner than later). Please 
continue to watch Shabbat Services on the 
livestream as it does provide a least a small 
sense of normalcy. God bless everyone. 

Warmest regards 

Jon  

From our President, Jon Black 

B’nai Zion Board of Trustees  
2019 - 2020 

President Jon Black 

Vice President Kathy Plante 
Treasurer Rick Murov 
Secretary Rachel Robichaux 

Past President Gary Abrams 
Brotherhood David Brainis  
Sisterhood Bethany Sorkey 

 Helaine Braunig 
 Sharon Goldman 

 Randy Greengus 
 David Kaufman 
 Adam Miller 

 Anna Myers 
 Sue Rubenstein 

 Faye Serkin 
 Sam Silverblatt 
 Rachel Stuart-Haas 

Next Board meeting is 6 PM Tuesday, April 21 

How Your Purchases Have Helped 

November 2019 through February 2020 there were 32 households that helped 
generate $83.53 total donation from the Kroger Community Rewards Program. 

Go to the B’nai Zion Links page online or contact the office so that your purchases 
can be a source of donations for B’nai Zion. 

B’nai Zion Shabbat Schedule 
Friday Evening Service - 6:00 PM 
Saturday Torah Study - 9:45 AM  

Saturday Morning Service - 11:00 AM 

B’nai Zion Office Hours 
 Monday through Friday 9 AM-2 PM 
 No Business on Shabbat or Holidays 

  Call for an appointment to meet with the Rabbi 
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From our Education Director, Barbara Joseph  

The Religious School Faculty met over Zoom recently, and everyone is 
ready to move forward with this important work of teaching our students 
from home. One important thing to note is that we will most likely not be 
following the calendar established at the beginning of the year. Watch your 
email, the private Facebook group, and both congregations’ YouTube 
channels for some exciting developments on ways to keep our students 
connected to each other, and continue our Judaic education.  

Thank you to the following people for their help with the Purim Carnival: 
Joe Badt, Garrett Brainis, Rabbi Jana De Benedetti, Caroline Evensky, Karen Gordon, 
Gabrielle Miller, Milena Murov, Rabbi Sydni Rubinstein, Rabbi Feivel Rubinstein, Bethany 
Sorkey, Craig Toys (and family), Cole Turner, Sophie Wiener and the countless others who 
brought cakes and other treats, baked hamantaschen, and stepped in to help as the need arose.  

I would like to thank the post Bar/Bat Mitzvah students and their parents for their support of a 
new program this year. This was the inaugural year for Chai Five, a program that will 
ultimately be for 8th, 9th and 10th graders, culminating in Confirmation. Students have met 
once a month for classes on various topics (most recently on Zoom!), and have worked 
individually to participate in social action, youth engagement, educational and spiritual 
activities. There will be a meeting for incoming Chai Five students (this year’s seventh 
graders) and their parents in August. 

I wish you a Happy and Healthy Passover!  

L’shalom 

Barbara 

We proudly  
use the  
ISJL  
Curriculum 

What Can You Do To Help? 

We are all trying to do the best we can to stay at home to stay safe and protect others. Recognizing that this is 
serious, many people have nonetheless found ways to smile. One joke that has been making thr rounds says, 
“My mom said that I would never accomplish anything if I just lie around on the couch all day. Well, mom, 
here I am lying on the couch - and doing my part to save the world!” 

You may be able to do your part to save the world by staying on the couch - but there are other things you can 
do and still stay at home (maybe even on your couch). For example, please make sure to call people. Most of 
us have friends or family near and far that could use someone to check up on them periodically. There are a 
number of people in our congregation who do not have family. There are parents in the house with children 
who could sometimes use a conversation with another adult. Let Rabbi Jana know who could use a call. 

There are other ways to help. Do you have something you could share with others? Read a 
story for children? Teach adults a new hobby? There are creative ways of sharing many skills 
online through videos or online conference/meeting calls.  

If you have something you always wanted to do, and would appreciate guidance doing it - one 
way to help others is to give them an opportunity to be there for you.  

Contact Rabbi Jana and she can help you help others.  
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Recurring and Special Events 

 Declan Ray Conway was born to Morgan and Dakota 
Conway. His thrilled Grandparents are Keli and Shane Talbert. 

Mazel Tov! 

We have you and all your families in our thoughts and prayers. Please follow all the 
guidelines and stay safe and stay well. 

We are "gathering online" for services, classes, and meetings. 
New Shabbat evening services are being posted online every Friday evening at 6 PM. 
The most recent service, the "Stay at Home Shabbat Evening Service (3/27)" can 
be watched here. 
Use this pdf of the Service to read along with this service. 

All online worship services and many classes are available at: 
The B'nai Zion YouTube Channel. Click "Subscribe" and the Bell if you want to be 
notified when new videos are posted. 

Passover begins Wednesday evening April 8. B'nai Zion will not have a congregational 
Seder. Rabbi Jana has online Passover resources available here. Contact her if you 
have questions about preparing for Passover. 

We pray that you all stay safe and that the restrictions about gatherings will be lifted 
soon. As this continues to be a fluid situation, we will continue to update you on the 
website, by email, and phone calls. Please know that we may be staying at home,  
but we are still here for you.  

4/01    Justin Rutkowski 
4/05    Lillian Miller 
4/05Donna & Randy Greengus 
4/05    Amy Quinn 
4/05    Melinda Kent 
4/06    Herbert Miller 
4/07    John Whittington 
4/07    Frances Zadeck 
4/07    Julie Zadeck 
4/08    Kyah Hunter 
4/09    Hollisann Kent 
4/09    Dr. Ryan Master 
4/10    Eliot Haas 
4/11    Paige McGovern 

4/12    Ron Lepow 
4/13    Kate Myers 
4/15    David Brainis 
4/16    Goldy Marrus 
4/16    Jeri Miller 
4/18    Gloria Rosen 
4/18    Cary Rogers 
4/18    Kristina Haas 
4/19    Fred Kent 
4/20Leia & Cornell Hunter 
4/21    Cheryl Rubin 
4/21    Laurie Levine 
4/21    Alan Sklar 
4/21    Isaac Haas 

4/22    Amanda Dodson 
4/23    Sarah Abrams 
4/23    Jonathan Murphrey 
4/25    Robert Frey 
4/26    Dr. Sanford Katz 
4/27    Gary Abrams 
4/27    Dr. Timothy Levin 
4/27    Kayden Brooks 
4/28    Connie Posner 
4/29    Ava Muslow 
4/30    Palmer Black 
4/30    Martin Black 

We give thanks for life, for health, for all that sustains us, and for this joyous day. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

https://youtu.be/vPlqDDl_OSw
https://images.shulcloud.com/5061/uploads/pdf/Events/StayatHomeShabbatEveningPrayerBook.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHK60l1VAWpfColdx7q5duQ
https://www.hebrewdoc.com/Holidays/Passover.html
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Passover Reminders 

Passover (Pesach in Hebrew) is known as the "holiday of freedom," commemorating 

the Jewish Exodus from Egypt following 210 years of slavery. Passover is regarded as 

the "birth" of the Jewish nation, and its lessons of struggle and identity continue to 

form the basis of Jewish consciousness 3,300 years after the event. [Aish.com] 

9 First Seder is on Wednesday April 8. 

9 The first day of Passover (April 9) is a Yom Tov (holy day). 

9 The commandments in the Torah for Passover include eating matzah and NOT 
eating chametz for the whole week (some people observe the holiday for 8 days). 
There is also a commandment about not owning chametz. Use the form below or go 
online to fill out the form to sell your chametz. 

9 Start counting the Omer beginning Wednesday night, April 9. Continue counting for 
seven times seven weeks (49 days) until we arrive at the holiday of Shavuot. 

9 The seventh day of Passover is also a Yom Tov which includes Yizkor / Memorial 
service.  

9 Go to the B’nai Zion website (www.BnaiZionCongregation.org) and hover over the 
“Worship” link to find the Passover page to find more materials for Passover, including a 
family friendly Haggadah, songs, links, etc. 

DELEGATION OF POWER OF ATTORNEY  
FOR SALE OF CHAMETZ 

KNOW YE that I, the undersigned, fully empower and permit Rabbi Jana De Benedetti to act in my 
place and stead, and in my behalf to sell all CHAMETZ possessed by me (knowingly or 
unknowingly) defined as claimed by The Torah and Rabbinic Law (e.g. Chametz, doubt of 
Chametz, and all kinds of Chametz mixtures), as well as Chametz that tends to harden and to 
adhere to a surface of inside of pans, pots and cooking and usable utensils, and all kinds of live 
animals that have been eating Chametz or mixtures thereof, and to lease all places wherein the 
Chametz owned by me may be found, especially in the premises indicated below and elsewhere. 

Rabbi Jana De Benedetti has the full right to sell and to lease by transactions, as she deems fit and 
proper and for such time which she believes necessary in accordance with all terms detailed in the 
general authorization contract which is in the possession of Rabbi Jana De Benedetti authorizing 
her to sell Chametz; on behalf of others.  (Submit at least 3 days before Passover.  It is customary 
to include a tzedakah donation with the form). 
 
Date:___________________  
 

Name:__________________________________________________ (Please Print) 

 
Signature:_________________________________________________ 

 Home Address: ____________________________________________ 

 Street   _____________________________________ City, State ______________________________ 

 Office Address: 
(if Chametz is in office) _________________________________________ 

 Street   _____________________________________ City, State ______________________________ 
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Count On It 

We are commanded to count the days and weeks 

(seven times seven weeks until the 50th day) from 
the liberation we celebrate at Passover through the 

receiving of Torah we celebrate at Shavuot. We 
remember that each of our days is numbered, and 
now that we are free, we can do something with 

each day to make the world a better place.  

 

Here’s how to do it: 

Starting with the second night of Passover, 
Thursday, April 9, every night, after dark, say the 

following blessing, and then count the proper day: 

 

 

 

 

 

Ba-ruch Atah A-do-nai Elo-hei-nu Me-lech Ha-olam, 
Asher Kid’sha-nu B’Mitz-vo-tav V’tzi-va-nu  

Al S’fi-rat Ha-’Omer. 

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, Ruler of the Universe, Who 
has made us holy with Commandments, and commanded us 

concerning the counting of the Omer. 

Then we count the days and the weeks saying, for example: 

"Today is 12 days, which is 1 week and 5 days of the Omer."  

It is sometimes tricky to understand which day of the Omer it 
is by looking at a Jewish calendar. For example, on the B’nai 
Zion website, it will show the first day of the Omer on Friday 

the tenth - which means that the day and the count is actually 
the evening before, so when you say the blessing and count on Thursday count that it is 

the first day of the Omer - because it shows the first day as being Friday. We are used to 
this method, since many calendars show the day of the holiday, for example, but we know 
that the holiday begins the evening before. We know that Shabbat is Saturday, but begins 

on Friday night.  

To help you count, you can purchase Omer counters, make your own design, find apps for 

your phone or computer, or go to Rabbi Jana’s Passover resources page:  
www.hebrewdoc.com/Holidays/Passover where you can find cool Omer counters online. 

The B’nai Zion website calendar also helps you count the Omer. The Hillel Smith Omer 
Counter is beautiful and creative, but the Homer (Simpson) Counter is surprisingly 

helpful and complete.  

We don’t count down, like 5, 4, 3, 2, 1. Every day we get a little more excited, because we 

know what happens at the end of the seven times seven weeks… We receive the Torah and 

celebrate Shavuot. Count on it! 
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Stay at Home: Services are Online 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Services at B’nai Zion are online: whether you need to say Kaddish for the Yahrzeit of a loved one, want a 
peaceful, inspiring, spiritual experience, or want to know that you are sharing a worship service with the rest 
of the congregation and friends - from the comfort of your homes. Rabbi Jana is trying to find creative and 
inspiring ways to help you stay at home while staying connected.  
 
Last month we had services with guest speakers and guest readers, and no one had to leave home - not the 
people watching the service, and not the people participating in the service.  
 
If you would like to participate in an online service, please contact Rabbi Jana. If you are not sure how to 
watch the service online - you can also contact Rabbi Jana. Here are some suggestions to help you to be able to 
watch the services: 
 

All B’nai Zion services (and many of Rabbi Jana’s classes) are online at the 
B’nai Zion YouTube Channel. You can find the Channel by going to the B’nai 
Zion website (www.BnaiZionCongregation.org). The home page has links to 
the most recent video, and the YouTube Channel, or you can click the “Media” 
link to find the YouTube channel links.  

 
If you go to YouTube.com or use the YouTube app on a cell phone, search for: “Bnai Zion Shreveport” to find 
all of our videos.  
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B'NAI ZION SCHOLARSHIP 
In Memory of 
Joe Levy from Karen Gordon 
 
CEMETERY  
In Memory of 
Mary Louise Levy and Ben Levy, Jr. from Ann Kantor 
 
ENDOWMENT  
In Honor of the 60th Birthday of 
Rabbi Jana De Benedetti from Kathleen Plante 
Rabbi Jana De Benedetti from Mandy Selber Jr. 
In Memory of 
Bernice Kreisman Schulwolf from Mandel Selber Jr., Kimberly L. Selber-Lester, Mandy Selber III, 
Debbie Schulwolf-Barstein, Jackie Schulwolf-Ginsberg, Francie Schulwolf-Schwarz 
 
GENERAL  
In Memory of 
Mary Louise Levy from Judith & Robert Levy 
 
MUSIC  
In Honor of 
the 60th Birthday of Rabbi Jana from Bethany & Alan Sorkey 
 
ONEG SHABBAT 
For the recovery of 
Cecile Murov from Harriette C Glazer 
 
RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY  
In Honor of the 60th Birthday of 
Rabbi Jana De Benedetti from Jerie & Jon, Martin & Palmer Black 
Rabbi Jana De Benedetti from Debra & Alan Freyer 
Rabbi Jana De Benedetti from Susan & David Gross  
Rabbi Jana De Benedetti from Sandi & Jeffrey Kallenberg 
Rabbi Jana De Benedetti from Ellen & George McGovern 
Rabbi Jana De Benedetti from Connie & Donald Posner 
Rabbi Jana De Benedetti from Gloria D. Rosen 
Rabbi Jana De Benedetti from The Lane Rosen Family 
Rabbi Jana De Benedetti from Sue & David Rubenstein 
Rabbi Dr Jana de Benedetti from Hillel Hanoch and K’liyah N’tanyah  
Rabbi Jana De Benedetti from Penny Autenreith, Polly Glechenhaus, Patty Newton and Pamela Selber  
In Memory of 
Peggy W Owens from Anonymous 
Karol Birchfield from Cliff Birchfield 
 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DONATIONS 
In Honor of the 60th Birthday of 
Rabbi Jana De Benedetti from Sharon & Elliott Goldman 
Rabbi Jana De Benedetti from The Serkin Family 
 
 
 

Donations Were Made to These Funds: 
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The ShulCloud program simplifies the process of making donations or dedications online.  

 Go to the B’nai Zion website: www.BnaiZionCongregation.org      Log-in 

 Click “Donate.”  

 Choose a fund, recipient, and payment type with just a few clicks. Payments can be made by credit or debit card, 

or you can enter check information online 

 Please create a different donation for each dedication or payment. 

You are always also welcome to contact the B’nai Zion office to make donations or payments.  
The layout shown here of who was honored, who donated and to which funds for all donations was created using ShulCloud.  

From B’nai Zion History: February 26, 1957 

SECURITY 
In Honor of the 60th Birthday of 
Rabbi Jana De Benedetti from Harriette Glazer 
 
SISTERHOOD DONATIONS 
For the complete recovery of 
Cecile Murov from Jerie & Jon Black 

Donations Were Made to These Funds: 

While care was taken to compile these lists, errors may have  occurred.  

If you notice any omissions, misspellings, or names in the incorrect category,  

please accept our apologies and notify the office so that we may correct our records.  

Please note that donations made after the bulletin deadline will appear in the next month’s bulletin. 
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March 29-April 4 
4/04 Felix L. Alcus 24-01 
4/02 Carol Manhein Crane 23-17 
3/20 Sara David  
4/02 Myrtle W. Freedman 14-01 
4/03 Abe A. Gilbert 12-13 
3/30 Betty Grant 43-02 
3/31 Charles D. Grieder 14-24 
3/30 Inez Hafter 21-09 
4/01 Aubrey C. Harris  
4/01 Ira Katz  
4/14 Elaine Levin  
4/03 Mabel Cahn Landauer Levy  
3/29 Simon Nelbert 13-20 
3/31 Raymon L Owens  
4/02 Phoebe A. Rabinowitz  
3/30 Isadore Selber 12-17 
4/03 Louis Silverblatt  
3/29 Donna Markham Tanner  
3/30 Arlene Vernon  
4/04 Norma Levy Weinstein 11-23 
 
April 5 - 11 
4/06   Melitta K. Frankel  
4/06   Abram Ginsburg  
4/05 *Edmund Golden 42-22 
5/26   Albert Goldstein  
4/08   Barbara C. Goodman 15-06 
4/12   Jeanette Katz  
4/11   Lois P. Kuperman  
4/22   Arnie Lawrence 34-04 
4/09   Charlton E. Meyer Sr. 32-22 
4/06   Louis Ochs 21-04 
4/09   Nathan Pfeifer 15-10 
4/10   Harry Rosenzweig  
4/08   Sally Sorkin 15-11 
4/08   Robert D. "Bob" Susman 31- 
4/08   Molly B. Teck  
4/09   Henry S. Weisman, Jr. 25-10 
4/05   Walter Wolens 11-11 
4/10   Doris Susman Yates  
4/09   Jon Zuzak 13-06 

 
 

April 12-18 
4/16   Morris Anisman 23-01  
4/12 *Isadore Friedman 
4/13   Salome Heiman Gardsbane 34-25  

4/13   Louis Goldin 13-17  
4/16   Alfred Grossman   
4/18   Nathan Levi   
4/13  Clara L. Lieber 15-08  
4/18   Zel E. Lipsen   
4/16   Nellie Schwartz   
4/18   Larry Shirley   
4/16   Miriam Sklar   
4/18   Charles Zelinsky   

 
April 19-25 
4/22   Lisa Gaye Arnold  
4/19   Morrie J. Ellison 24-04 
5/03   Madeleine Gariani  
4/24   Flossie L. Goldin 14-23 
4/25   Shirley Murov Greengus 44-22 

4/19   Meyer Heiman 24-15 
4/25   Connie Katzenstein  
4/20   Birdie Frank Katzenstein M28 

4/23   Isadore Kuperman 15-01 
4/23   Joseph J. Levy 24-17 
4/25   Gloria Meyer 32-25 
4/24   Joe Murov 44-02 
4/23   Flo Selber 24-23 
4/19   Barbara Alcus Threefoot 24-19 

4/21   Natalie H. Weiss 13-10 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

April 26 – May 2 
4/26   Dr. Louis Abramson  
4/27   C. H. Baker  
4/29   David Bernstein  
4/26   M. T. Flaxman  
5/01   Nancy Claire Fox 31-13 
4/27   Emily Gassenheimer  
4/27   Louis Glazer  
5/01   Irving Greenberg 25-21 
4/27   Simon Herold 31-10 
4/28   Leah K. Joseph  
4/29   Leonora G. Kleban 34-20 
4/27   Anne Lawrence  
4/26   Oscar Levy  
4/28   Hyman P. Mandel  
4/27   Leo Minder 24-13 
4/28   Hermione Cahn Moss  
4/30 *Joseph Phillips 11-08 
4/30   Isaac Raas M30 
5/06   Meir Peter Paul Jacob 
                  Shamgar  
4/26   Conway T. Sinclair 33-01 
4/27 *Seymour Van Os 14-06 
4/30   Herman Willer  

Yahrzeits: May Remembering Them Be A Blessing 

The B’nai Zion tradition is to read 
the Yahrzeit names during 
Shabbat services at the end of the 
week that included the anniversary 
of the death. 

Names are listed alphabetically under 
each weekly heading. Numbers 
before the name indicate the actual 
date of the Yahrzeit. 
Numbers following a name in the 
above list denote Memorial Plaque 
Location: 
For example 13-06 is found on:  

Board 1 (near sanctuary) 
Column 3 (from left)  
Row 6 (from top) 

Board M is the large Marble stone 
near the stairs. 

*An asterisk before a name indicates 
the deceased was a veteran 

  Gay Watson Shirley, aunt of Jerie Black. 

May her memory be for blessings 

Condolences to the Family and Friends of: 
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All of the events that were scheduled for April are being postponed, canceled, or modified 

due to the Stay at Home Order from the Governor of Louisiana, and the recommendations 
of the White House. B’nai Zion is committed to PIkuach Nefesh  saving lives. Please stay 

safe. 

This is a different kind of calendar, for an unusual April. These are current details, but it 

is important that you check the B’nai Zion website, email and phone updates. 

April 3 (Friday) 6 PM we WILL have ONLINE Shabbat Evening service. We will have 
SIMCHA SHABBAT (honoring and blessing everyone with April birthdays or 
anniversaries). We will NOT have the dedication ceremony for the new Rabbinic Office 

Suite (it is being postponed for a later date.) 

April 4 (Saturday) we will NOT have Torah Study or Shabbat Morning service. Rabbi Jana 

is hoping to begin to resume these with Zoom soon. 

April 5 (Sunday) - We WILL have Religious School and Hebrew classes for the rest of the 
year, but they will be modified. You will receive instructions from Barbara Joseph and/or 

your teacher(s) about plans for your class(es).  

April 8 (Wednesday) WILL BE the first night of Passover, but B’nai Zion WILL NOT have a 

community Seder in Lefkowitz Hall. Watch for options for online opportunities to help 

make sure everyone who wants can have a Seder. Go to the B’nai Zion website for details. 

April 9 (Thursday) WILL BE the first day of Passover. We may have an online morning 

service. Watch for details. Thursday evening WILL BE when the counting of the Omer 

begins. 

April 10 (Friday) - and EVERY FRIDAY IN APRIL we WILL HAVE online Shabbat Evening 

Service. Go to the B’nai Zion YouTube Channel at 6 PM (or anytime afterward) for the 

newest service.  

April 11 (Saturday) - Look for an ONLINE KID-dush Shabbat for young families (posted 

before 9 AM). Rabbi Jana plans to post a fun service online.  

April 15 (Wednesday) WILL BE the last (7th) day of Passover. It is also Yizkor. If it is your 

custom, please remember to light a Yizkor candle Tuesday evening April 14. 

April 19 (Sunday) Holocaust Remembrance Service WILL NOT BE held as schdeuled, but 

awards will be ready, and other Holocaust Remembrance events are in the works. 

April 23  (Thursday) We WILL NOT have a Shredding Truck at B’nai Zion- We do plan to 

reschedule it for a later date.  

Aprl 27 (Monday) Yom Ha’Atzmaut Jewish Comedian sponsored by the Jewish 

Federation. Watch for details about rescheduling this event. 

May 3 (Sunday) Last Day of Religious School and Special Program. Watch for details 

about commemorating the end of the school year. 

May 9 (Saturday) Kate Myers Bat Mitzvah celebration will be postponed to a later date. 

June 29 (Thursday) Premiere of “Unexpected Modernism: The Architecture of The Wiener 
Brothers.” Documentary Debut/Gala (postponed from April) at the Strand Theater. 

Tickets are $20 and $30. 6 PM Red Carpet Event    7 PM Premier  

We Are Not April Fools: Stay Home & Watch for Details 
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B’nai Zion History: 

) Charter Obtained 1866 

) Joined UAHC (now URJ) 1908 

P First Building Erected 1870 

P Second Building Dedicated 1914  

P Present Building Dedicated 1956 

B’nai Zion Cemeteries: 

_ Hebrew Rest I (Oaklawn): 1858 

_ Hebrew Rest II (Texas Av): 1886 

_ Hebrew Rest III (Greenwood): 1933 

We Will Let You Know: 

In recent months we have found that event details change, and although we try, the bulletin details do not 
always report the newest information. We added great programs - for example, last month’s issue did not 

include information about our March 20 Shabbat guest speaker. We eliminated 
things, for example, while we were planning Purim and writing the previous bulletin, 
we had no idea that we would have to cancel the congregational Seder. We have 
added great events, and have had to cancel great events.  

Although we strive to have the bulletin be informative and accurate, the best way to 
stay informed is by going to the B’nai Zion website, reading the frequent emails, and 
listening to the phone calls. If you have not been getting emails or calls, and would 

like to stay current on events, life-cycle announcements, and more - please contact the office. If you no longer 
want to receive calls or emails, or a paper bulletin, please contact the office.  

Even as we were ready to go to press for this issue, the length of the quarantine changed, which affects events, 
services, classes and more. Many changes needed to be made at the last minute. Some decisions have not yet 
been able to be finalized. 

Please know that we believe that we need each other - and will continue to try to provide opportunities to 
share, inspire, and learn. We will continue to keep you informed the best we can. Watch for details. 


