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One of my favorite teaching moments, that I like to retell, was when I was 
teaching the young children at Camp Chai one summer. We were talking 

about blessings for food. I was explaining that the tradition is that you only say the last few words of 
the blessing if someone asks you what the blessing is for something. For example, if you want to say 
what the blessing for bread is, you would say, òHaMotzió or even òHaMotzi lechem min haõaretz.ó  You 
wouldnõt start at the beginning with òBaruch Atah.ó  This is because you would then be saying the 
blessing ð and you only say the blessing if you are actually doing the thing that the blessing is about. If 
you have no bread to eat, donõt say the whole blessing for eating bread. 
It is one of the ways to òtake Godõs name in vainó to say a blessing òin vainó ð with no purpose. I 
suggested that it was like making a prank call to God. Every time you say, òBaruch Atah,ó which means 
òPraised are You,ó you are speaking directly to God. If you spend the rest of the blessing saying things 
that arenõt really happening, it is as if you dialed Godõs number, God picks up the phone, and then you 
are distracted and ignore the conversation. God is left holding the receiver, with no one paying 
attention at the other end of the call.  
I thought it was a clever way to teach the lesson. However, one of the children came up to me the next 
morning and asked me: òCan you tell me Godõs phone number again?ó At first I didnõt realize what she 
was asking. Then I remembered: Baruch Atah. That is Godõs phone number. 
During the month of Tishre we are taught that God is right here with us, waiting to speak with us. We 
are at services A LOT, and feel Godõs presence in holy, inspiring ways ð through the prayers, and the 
music, and the lessons, and the introspection, and the rituals, and the people around us. Now that the 
month is over, we need to look for God in our lives in other ways. We can still go to services, but we can 
also take time out of our days, and òcall God.ó   
You know that there is a Jewish tradition about saying 100 blessings a day. You donõt really have to 
count how many times you realize that you appreciate life and are in awe of the world around you. You 
donõt have to say a blessing every time you spend time with people in your life ð but hopefully you 
realize that it is a blessing to have people in your life who care about you and who you care about. 
Hopefully you realize how blessed you are even when your day seems boring and ordinary. Even when 
things donõt go your way.  
Most of us remember the days when every call cost money by the minute. Now we have gotten used to 
calling plans with unlimited calls, and no difference between local calling plans and long distance plans 
ð all calls are included. The Jewish calling plan has always been wireless, unlimited, and no long 
distance charges. You may think you signed up for just the Basic plan ð but all benefits are included for 
no extra fee. You may want to read the manual to see what options 
you are not using yet. You can try to go online for answers, but you 
may want to call me for some technical support.  
Use the plan. Use it often.  

Bivrachah (with Blessings),   

Rabbi Dr. Jana L. De Benedetti  

Unlimited Plan  

The BuzZ at BZ 
News From Bùnai Zion Congregation in Shreveport, LA  

From Rabbi Jana  
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Help!  

Well itõs that time of year again. While our young people were marching 

around our new Sanctuary with their new Torah scrolls celebrating the 

beginning of the book of Genesis during their Consecration, your board 

skipped over to the book of Numbers while we plan the budget for next year. 

Judaism has Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as well as that old wise man, Moses. 

Bõnai Zion has Craig, Gary, Charlton and that old wise guy, Herb. Many 

thanks to them for their hard work.  

The Rabbi and I met and did some preliminary cyphering. According to our 

records, we have approximately 200 family units at our Temple. This total 

represents about 238 Jewish adults and 65 Jewish children. Our numbers have shrunk over the 

past decade, but we have held steady over the last few years.  

Now for the math. Our yearly budget runs around $432,000. This represents our general and 

administrative expenses, house and grounds repairs and maintenance, rabbinical costs, religious 

school expenses as well as our choir. Thank goodness we do not pay our Rabbi by the hour!!  

As you know, our income is from you in the form of òpledges.ó Please review the fair share 

suggestions elsewhere in the bulletin and consider increasing your pledge for next year. In 

addition, we get other income in the form of contributions from the North Louisiana Jewish 

Federation, rental income, religious school registration, memorial book income, etc. In round 

numbers, it cost about $1,800 annually per Jewish adult to open our doors at Bõnai Zion. Thanks to 

all of you who contribute more but more importantly, thank you all for being a member of our 

wonderful congregation.  

Some of you also give to one of our specific dedicated funds. This list is also in the bulletin. I would 

like to point out a couple. The òWe Careó Fund provides food and comfort for our members 

recovering from sickness or in mourning. The Scholarship Fund assists our members wanting to 

attend Jewish summer camps or other specific needs. The Bõnai Zion Endowment Fund is invested 

under the guidance of Jack Selber. According to the bylaws, we can use a small portion of the 

interest from these funds to balance our annual budget. This was necessary last year, this year and 

probably next year. With a strong market, we have not had to touch our principal. If you would 

like more specifics, please ask.  

Finally, as most of you know we have two separate trusts that were established years ago. Our 

Cemetery Trust maintains, cleans and repairs the Jewish Cemeteries in Shreveport. We also have 

a Bõnai Zion Foundation that covers capital expenses. Thanks to the Foundation, our back parking 

lot has been repaved. For some unknown reason, Foundation dues notices did not go out as usual 

for 2014. You should receive new ones in your mail, and the letter is in this bulletin. Please 

consider a òdouble upó for this year and next. New members are expected to pay $100.00 per 

year for five years to the Foundation. When I joined, this was called the òbuilding fund.ó 

We welcome all of you who have attended our Holy Day services this year. If you are not a 

member yet, we hope you will officially join. We particularly want to thank all of you who drive 

from Texarkana, Tyler, Longview and Marshall as well as those who live in Shreveport with 

preschool children waiting to start religious school. Please fill out an application so we can 

continue to send our Bulletin to you and keep you informed about all that is happening at Bõnai 

Zion. 

Whewé Until next month! 

Shalom Yõall, 

Donald  

From our President, Donald Posner  
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From our Educator  

We proudly  
use the  
ISJL  
Curriculum 

November already? Where does the time go? As I reflect on the opening of Religious School ïand prepare for 
ThanksgivingðI am so grateful for our teachers, who have really gone the extra mile in 
the first two months of Religious School. Besides taking time to prepare during the week 
and being here on Sunday mornings, they have attended faculty meetings, meetings with 
our ISJL fellow Abby Klionsky, and they have worshipped regularly in their respective 
synagogues for Shabbat and the holidays. Theyôve shared meals, bounced ideas off each 
other, emailed with you and with their ISJL mentors, and spoken to me about their 
successes and their concerns. To remind you who they are: Sharon Goldman, Goldy 
Marrus, Bill Braunig, Amy Turner, Bethany Sorkey, Diane Dufilho, Rebecca Austin, 
Kathy Brodnax, Christina Muslow, Alison Bath, and teens Claire Meyer, Leah Sorkey, 
and Morgan Walker. 
 
Thanks to those of you who attended our Back-to-School event in order to meet your childrenôs teachers. The 
pizza lunch for your kids was but a way to encourage you to come in for that extra half hour, and I really 
appreciate the many of you who did so. We had ñperfect parental attendanceò in K-4/K-5 and 4th grade! 
Thanks also to the 66 parents and students who helped us decorate the sukkah and who shared delicious food 
and drink after working so hard. That was a terrific turnout, and everyone had fun. Our sukkah withstood 
some bad weather this year, and we never even had a chance to hang some of our beautiful Sukkot banners, 
but they are pressed and ready for next year! 
 
What lies ahead in November? First and foremost, for Bill and for me, will be the baby naming of Shira Rose 
Braunig in San Francisco on November 9. We canôt wait to see how she has grown since the first week! 
November also brings Jewish Book Month, and though we will not have a Book Fair at Bônai Zion this year, 
we will celebrate Jewish literature with storytelling, poetry writing, and perhaps a Torah scavenger hunt. 
After all, how can we talk about the importance of Jewish books without mentioning the Torah? And we will 
ñbookò some trips to Jewish communities around the world so that we can learn about Jewish culture in 
distant places and distant times. Call it a Jewish version of The Magic Treehouse. The project will begin  
in November, but it will last for several months. If you want to help decorate or cook for a ñtripò to a 
destination in Jewish history, email me now. We will need all kinds of creative efforts. 
 
Finally, Jewish Book Month is a good time for adults to buy a new Jewish book ï online or at the book 
storeðor check out a book from our synagogue library. If you go in and browse, you are sure to find 
something that looks interesting. We will recognize everyone who reads a Jewish book, magazine, or even a 
newspaper article between the middle of November and the middle of December. Just email me the title and 
author, along with one or two sentences in which you describe what you read and, in the case of a book or 
short story, a star rating (1 to 5, with 5 as the highest). Then wait for the December bulletin and see what you 
should (or should not) read in 2015. 
 
As the end of the year approaches, Iôd like to remind you to honor and/or memorialize people with 
contributions to the Religious School Fund. Our school has lots of events and activities for families and 
workshops for teachers. Please help us say ñyesò to everything we want to do. 
 
Lôshalom,  

Helaine Braunig 

We proudly  
use the  
ISJL  
Curriculum 
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Please join us each month when we bless and honor those who will be 

celebrating a birthday or anniversary during the month. If your 

birthday or anniversary is in November we will celebrate and honor 

you November 7, 2014 during services. We will have a special Oneg 

Shabbat following services.  

If your birthday or anniversary is in December your Simcha Shabbat 

will be Decmber 5, 2014. 

It is a mitzvah for us to celebrate together. 

Please make sure that the office knows your birthday and anniversary 

dates. If you are not on our birthday and anniversary list in the 

bulletin, it means we do not have your information. 

Simcha Shabbat  

North Louisiana Jewish Federation  

The Federation office is open from 9:30 a.m. ï noon on the Sundays Religious School is in 
session. Please stop by and visit.  
The Executive Director is also in the office during the week. If you need to see or speak with 
Kathy during the week please call in advance to arrange a time.  
     The Federation telephone number is 868-1200. 

Children who are pre -readers and their families (and anyone who enjoys 

not having to sit still during services), please join us in the Sanctuary for Tot 

Shabbat, 9:00-9:30 Saturday, November  15, 2014 when we will be 

boinging and singing together . 

Rabbi Jana will a lead singing, dancing, marching, happy Shabbat service, 

and tell a story each month. See you there!  

Tot Shabbat  

The new Fred Sklar Jewish War Veterans Post would like to serve and 
honor the communityõs Veterans this Veterans Day. If you are a member of 
the JWV post, or someone who wants to honor our veterans, please come 
to a meeting at Bõnai Zion Sunday, November 9 at 2:00 PM to plan events 
for Veterans Day. There will be a discussion about the events for Veterans 
day (which will fall on Tuesday, November 11), participation in the 
Veteransõ Shabbat (Friday November 14), and other projects. If you cannot attend the planning 
meeting, but would like to be included in any of the events, please contact the Bõnai Zion or 
Agudath Achim offices to be included for further information. 

The Post plans to have a meeting in December on Sunday the 7th. Watch for details.  

The JWV Post looks forward to meeting each month for socializing, social action, and informative events. For 
example, watch for an upcoming program about understanding PTSD. 

Shabbat to Honor our Veterans  

Tot Shabbat  
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Please join us 

As we celebrate 

The occasion of   

Taylor Maurine Rosen 
Being called to The Torah 

As a Bat Mitzvah 

 

Saturday, November 8, 2014 

10:30 in the morning 

Kiddush Luncheon following service 

Ń°ũŜŤ śŤŪũ ńŪũŢŭŠŢŜůŤŪũ 

Southfield Road, Shreveport 

 

Maurie and Lane Rosen 

 Celebrate with Kathy and Tammy  

 Taylor Rosen Bat Mitzvah  

A big Birthday is something to celebrate and share with friends. 
Please join Kathy Plante and Tammy Courtney who are hosting  

the Oneg Shabbat 
in in honor of their big birthday, 

Friday, December 12, 2014, immediately after services. 

The new Jewish year began with a new group of young Jewish adults meeting. The first meeting was in 

the Sukkah at the Dinner with the Rabbi. A great group of college students, and young professionals, 

men, women, married couples and singles ate together in the Sukkah at Bõnai Zion. These JYA  (Jewish 

Young Adults) look forward to getting together at least once a month to socialize with a Jewish twist. 

November 12 starting at 6:30 PM at Rhinoõs Coffee Shop they will 

experience òThe Spices of Life: a Havdalah How -To.ó  The Fall is famous 

for special spices, and the group will sample some. Some will be eaten, and 

some will be used for making Havdalah kits.  

Next month we hope to try lighting up the night for Chanukah.  

Make sure you and your friends are on the list to get updates, by emailing BnaiZionOffice@gmail.com. 

Jewish Young Adult Programs  
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e Bõnai Zion Donations e  
  Todayôs Date: ____________ 

FROM : _________________________________________________________   Amount Enclosed $ ________________ 

If you are not a member of Bônai Zion, please provide mailing address:  

Address:  _______________________________________________ City, State ZIP: ________________________________ 
 

In Honor of ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

For the Occasion of ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Memory of ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TO: Please inform: ____________________________________________________________________________of the donation 

If recipient is not a member of Bônai Zion, please provide mailing address:  

Address:  _______________________________________________ City, State ZIP: ________________________________ 
 

Appropriate acknowledgements will be sent to inform those recognized with your donation ($18 minimum suggested).    

Donations will be listed in the bulletin.         Ä DO NOT PRINT DONATION IN BULLETIN 

Flower donations are read at worship services ($18 minimum suggested per listing)   

     DATES TO BE READ: ________                Ä DO NOT READ AT SERVICES 
 

Call the Office (318-861-2122)  to pay by Credit Card or Make Check Payable to Bônai Zion Congregation for any of these funds: 

$ Fund  Purpose  

  GENERAL Wherever it is needed most 

  BUILDING AND GROUNDS Repair and upkeep of the building and the landscaping 

  CEMETERY Upkeep, cleaning, and maintenance of the cemetery plots 

  ENDOWMENT Investment in the future of Bônai Zion 

  LIBRARY Purchase new reading materials 

  MUSIC Music salaries, instruments, and new music 

  RABBIôS DISCRETIONARY Tzedakah needs as the Rabbi deems appropriate 

  RELIGIOUS SCHOOL Education scholarships, supplies and equipment 

  RENOVATION FUND Help support plans to renovate our sanctuary 

  PLAQUES Wall of Honor or Memorial Light Plaques (call office for info) 

  PRAYER BOOK Varies with need, such as Prayer books or Torah books 

  SCHOLARSHIPS Assistance to pay for a Jewish camp experience or other needs 

  WE CARE Provide food and comfort for our members in illness or mourning 

 

Bônai Zion Sisterhood 

  FLOWERS Flowers that decorate worship services 

  ONEG SHABBAT Food and drink for after service refreshment 

  WOMEN OF REFORM JUDAISM Bônai Zion Sisterhood dues or donations 

 

Bônai Zion Brotherhood 

  BROTHERHOOD Menôs Club of Bônai Zion dues or donations 

 

Make Check Payable to Bônai Zion Foundation for Foundation donations: 

  FOUNDATION Capital improvements necessary to maintain the Temple facilities 

 

Office Use: MM2K________ SENT_______  BLTN ______  FLS _______ 
 

Bônai Zion  245 Southfield Road  Shreveport, LA 71105  318-861-2122  www.BnaiZionCongregation.org  BnaiZionOffice@gmail.com 
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Dear Bõnai Zion Foundation Members and Prospective Members, 

The Bõnai Zion Foundation was established to ensure that future congregations would not be burdened with the 
rising cost of capital improvements necessary to maintain our temple facilities. Foundation Dues and Annual 
Pledges to Bõnai Zion Congregation are totally separate from each other. Each is maintained in separate accounts 
with oversight from their own Board of Directors.  

Some of the expenditures paid in 2014 by the Foundation included a new compressor for an air conditioner in 
Lefkowitz Hall and repaving the back parking lot. We urge all Foundation members to renew their membership at 
no less than their previous levels. As always, a higher donation is appreciated. All Congregation members who are 
not currently members of the Foundation are encouraged to become members of the Foundation at any one of 
the four levels listed below. New Members of Bõnai Zion Congregation are obligated to pay an initial amount of 
$500 to the Foundation. This is typically paid $100 per year for the first five years of their membership.  

The 2015 annual dues for The B'NAI ZION FOUNDATION are now due. The membership levels for 2015 are 
as follows:  

Regular Membership Dues Level       $  25.00 - $ 99.00 
Gold Membership Dues Level          $100.00 - $249.00 
Platinum Membership Dues Level    $250.00 - $499.00 
Diamond Membership Dues Level   $500.00 and over  

Please also be aware that 2014 dues statements for the Foundation were not sent. Consequently, many members 
did not pay Foundation dues for 2014. We recognize that it may not be possible for everyone to double their dues 
payments to òcatch up,ó but if at all possible, when you pay your membership dues for 2015, please include an 
additional contribution to help defray the loss of dues from 2014.  

Please call the office to pay by credit card, or please make your membership checks payable to: 
B'NAI ZION FOUNDATION  

and mail to:  

B'NAI ZION FOUNDATION  
245 SOUTHFIELD 
SHREVEPORT, LA 71105  
Very Truly Yours,  

Todd Muslow  

Treasurer  

B'NAI ZION FOUNDATION  

Bõnai Zion Foundation Dues 

Thank you to everyone who is participating in the Kroger Rewards program. So far, 19 
shoppers who shopped at Kroger between June 1 through August 30, 2014 have helped earn 
a $96.31 contribution from Kroger to Bõnai Zion.  

 If you are not yet participating in the Kroger Rewards program, and if you ever shop at 
Kroger, please sign up for the program. You no longer need a special bar code and you no 
longer need to sign up each year. There is a link to sign up for the Kroger program on the 
Bõnai Zion website, or you can contact the Bõnai Zion office to help you sign up. 

Kroger Rewards Program  
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Last month was filled with holidays which were all wonderful at Bõnai Zion. It is 
gratifying to see so many people gathering together.  

 
We appreciate everyone who helped to make the holidays so 
successful this year, including our Brotherhood for ushering, and 
building and taking down the Sukkah; our Sisterhood for the 
delicious Break Fast and providing babysitting; the Choir for the 
powerful and inspiring music; Helaine and the study group for Yom 
Kippur study; Kristina Haas for the stirring prayer in music; the 

families who came for Children services, and those who decorated the 
Sukkot; the people who ate in the Sukkah; the people who danced with 
the Torahs; Karen in the office for making sure everything was ready; the 
families who honored their loved ones by donating for the Memorial 
books; everyone who accepted honors to participate in the services; 
Rabbi Jana foré everything she does. 
 
Services for Rosh Hashanah, Sukkot and Simchat Torah were in the 
Sanctuary. Everyone who worshipped together in the new sanctuary 
commented about how lovely, warm, and spiritual it was in there. 
Next year we plan to have the evening services for Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur in the Lefkowitz Hall, because we are still blessed 
with too many worshipers to fit in the sanctuary. However, we plan 
to have all of the other services in the sanctuary.  

Looking Back: Holy Days  

We recently received a letter from a family in Ireland, saying how much they enjoy watching our services 
and exploring our website. 
 
Deˉʞ Rʨʪˋʒ, I f˛ˤnʋ ʆ Shʨʪbaʠ ˏʁˏ˚˔nʐ ɽˏˠ˥iɨʍ ˑr˛ʗ B'nˉʒ Zi˛ʘ ˛ʘ Y˛ʢ T˃ɧʍ 
ˉnʋ ʆᴓˏʞ watʫ˓˔nʐ iʠ I ɭʮʶʠ I haʋ tʙ ˦ˠiɾʍ tʙ y˛ʢ tʙ sˉʦ h˛ʤ ɺˏrs˛nʨʕ ˉnʋ 
˔nˡ˞˔raˢi˛nʨʕ I f˛ˤnʋ ˁɯʍ ɽˏˠ˥iɨʍ ˉnʋ ˁɯʍ wˉʦ y˛ʢ c˛nˍucɾeʋ iʠ. Aʟ ʆ Jˏ˦iˀʑ 
fˉ˙ʳ˗ʦ ˗˔˥˔nʐ ˔ʘ Nʙᴌɯˏˠʘ Iɼʮlˉnʋ ˉnʋ 
˛ʁˏʞ ʆ ˓ˤnˍɼeʋ ˉnʋ ᴪᴔʦ ˙ʳɳeʟ ˑr˛ʗ 
ˁɯʍ Ref˛ˠʗ ˡ˨nago˒ʀʍ ˔ʘ D˃ʪ˗˔ʘ, iʠ iʟ 
˛ʹ˗ʦ rˉɼʮ˗ʦ ˁhaʠ ʂʍ ɮeʠ ˁɯʍ ˛˞pʙᴏˤ˚iˢʦ 
tʙ ʆᴝˏnʋ ˀ˓˃ʕ. Myɽʮlʏ, ˙ʦ ˦iɭʍ Dˏˠ˄lʆ 
ˉnʋ 3 ʫ˓ʳlˍɼˏʘ Isɥaʉ, E˗˔jʨʑ ˉnʋ Fɼˏyʆ 
ˏ˚j˛ʄeʋ ˁɯʍ ɽˏˠ˥iɨʍ ˉnʋ ˁɯʍ ˙uˡiʉ. iʏ 
ʂʍ ˉɼʍ ˏʁˏʞ ˔ʘ ˁɯʍ ȝS ʂʍ ˦ʳʶʕ mosʠ 
ɨʍᴋˉ˔ʹ˗ʦ mʨɲʍ ʆ p˛˔nʠ ᴗ ʆᴝˏnˍ˔nʐ. 
Whaʠ ʆ ɧeˉuˢiˑ˃ʕ sˉncˢuˉˠʦ! Thˉʹkʟ 
agˉ˔ʘ ˉnʋ iʏ iʠ iʟ posˡʳʪɳʍ ʽɳeaɽʍ ɲɫˏʜ posˢ˔nʐ tʙ Y˛ʢ ˢ˃ɧʍ ˛ʞ ˔nɩɫeʋ y˛ˤʞ ˛˦ʘ 
ʂʮʈ ˡiɾʍ. Shʨl˛ʗ Riʫhˉrʋ 

Who is Watching our Website  


