B’nai Zion Congregation
“The old shall dream dreams and the youth shall see visions”
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From our Rabbi

A Light Unto the Nations
It is very easy to get swept up into the giving (and buying) mood of the greater society in December
each year. How can wanting to give to others, and how can receiving good ―tidings‖ of peace and
friendship be anything but good? It is easy to want our children and our loved ones – and I dare say,
even ourselves – to receive lovely gifts since everyone else is getting things all around us. Having eight
nights of Chanukah even makes it easy to give a lot – something each night.
As we light our Chanukiot, and watch the brightness increase each night as we increase the number of
candles we light each night, it reminds us of how fortunate we are now.
We can celebrate a victory of being able to worship as we please, while
we are living in a society in which we do not have to fight to be able
to worship as we please. As we light our candles, and appreciate the
increasing light, and as we give our gifts each night, perhaps we can
reflect on our responsibility that we have been commanded to be a ―light
unto the nations.‖ Earlier generations understood that to mean that we
should teach the world about Judaism. That didn‘t work out so well for
us. We found ourselves fighting the battles of being able to worship how
we want as others tried to take away our rights. We chose to stop spreading the word about the
richness of being Jewish, in order to protect ourselves, and concentrate on our own Jewishness.
As we reflect on this time of year and the giving that goes on, we can be proud of all that we have
given to the world. The ethics and morality of Judaism has been embraced by almost all of the world
as the fundamental way to treat each other. The laws that we received while standing at Sinai after
becoming free are the laws that the free world understands to be necessary to humanity and the
survival of this world.
Being Jewish isn‘t just about having different holidays than those around us, or eating different foods,
or praying on different days. It is essentially about leading lives based on doing what is just, treating
others with mercy, and appreciating the world in which we live and the
wonder and awe of life. Simply by living Jewishly we continue to be a
light unto the nations. We enlighten the world and see that it is good.
We show the world that living a life guided by prophets is more
important than living a life guided by profits.
Light dispels the darkness. Sharing light increases the light without
diminishing our own light. A light reflected is also increased without
diminishing our own light. The lights we shine in our windows brighten
our homes and the world around us.
This year we get to celebrate Chanukah together twice on Shabbat. I look forward to sharing the
lights of rest and peace and joy and hope with you again and again.

Bivrakha v‘hag same-ah (with blessing and happy holiday),

Rabbi Dr. Jana L. De Benedetti
B‘nai Zion
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From our President
November 17 will be a day I will long remember, for on that day I
walked into the memories of the past.
I had never been inside the old B’nai Zion Temple, built in 1915, but
the Renovation committee was given a rare opportunity to view this
majestic structure.
The tremendous columns that overlook the entrance set the stage of days gone by. I can
imagine that so many of our families can look back and recall wonderful
memories, by looking at that building.
When I entered the main sanctuary, it took
my breath away. There were no lights on, the
sky was cloudy and gray, but yet the beauty
of the stained glass windows was truly
spiritual and emotional. These grand
windows are telling the story of our history and are breathtaking. You
could feel, at that moment, what it must have felt like to worship in this
magnificent structure. The 10 stained glass windows are truly stunning with
each window towering over the sanctuary.
The ark is still beautiful despite the neglect of its
surroundings, with two hand-carved wood columns on
each side. The pipe organ is still intact and I could
almost imagine the wonderful music it provided
during services.
I can only imagine the High Holy Day services with the beautiful setting of this
magnificent temple.
I urge you to pull up our website and view some of the photos from our recent
history and think back to our wonderful past.
Respectfully,

Fred Kent
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Sacred Space
These are three possible
sanctuary ideas from our
architects, Levin/Brown &
Associates. They are not
the only possibilities, and
they are not final versions.
They each allow for new,
more flexible seating
options. These diagrams
also show the possibility of
removing the slope from
the sanctuary floor. That
design possibility alone will
make the room safer, and
allow for more universal
access to all places in the
sanctuary. Given these
possibilities we can
accommodate the current
number of attendees, larger
attendance for special
events (like weddings or
Bar/Bat Mitzvah), holy
days, etc. It will also allow
us to have more intimate
seating for smaller groups.
As part of the new design
we hope to have a more
inspirational interior to our
sacred space.
We will not make any
changes without first
making sure that a majority
of the congregation
approves of the new vision.
Please speak to the
president with your ideas
and concerns about
renovating the sanctuary.

B‘nai Zion

Page 3

December 2009 / Kis lev~ T evet 5770

From our Vice President
70th Biennial Assembly of the Union of Reform Judaism in
Toronto, Canada
With 3,000 attendees, including Rabbi Jana, Helaine and myself,
and more than 600 volunteers from the Toronto Reform
community, who where friendly and courteous and always there
to help you the Biennial helped us focus on finding ways to build
our congregations and improve our offerings. This was the first
time in 30 years that the Reform biennial was held in Canada, and
Toronto made the most of it. It is very exciting to pray and sing
with so many other Jews. In attendance was a ―Who‘s Who‖ of
Rabbis, Cantors and lay leaders.
―We are a bit more somber than at biennials past,‖ Union for Reform Judaism President Rabbi Eric Yoffie
declared during his Saturday morning sermon, as he described the economic downturn that is forcing Jewish
institutions nationwide to slash budgets and restructure. We are very aware that here in B‘nai Zion we have
been fortunate because our leaders had started doing the hard work of cleaning up the budget several years ago
and have special people stepping up to ensure our future.
For its part, the Union has collapsed its 14 North American regions into four geographic districts. Most lay
leaders said they were reserving judgment on the system, although one East Coast rabbi grumbled that his
district head is now in Dallas, a three-hour plane ride away. From here in Shreveport we have the same three
hour trip to Dallas, but for us it is by car.
In June, the URJ headquarters in New York dismantled its departments and replaced them with consultants,
who ran booths in the main conference hall, to meet with lay leaders seeking advice in areas from synagogue
mergers to youth engagement. The consultation booths were fairly full throughout the four-day gathering.
In an opening-night video that should have been titled (G)O Canada, the overwhelmingly south-of-the-border
audience was reminded that Canadian Reform history is just as illustrious as that of its southern cousin. Rabbi
Gunther Plaut, author of the movement‘s seminal Torah commentary, came from Toronto‘s Holy Blossom
Temple, as did Maurice Eisendrath, the mid-century president of what was then called the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations.
Reform Judaism is different in Canada, a parade of Canadian rabbis proclaimed on screen. The fact that they
do not recognize patrilineal descent was glossed over, but viewers were reminded that Canadian Reform Jews
are more Zionistic, more traditional, and spend more time in Israel than American Reform Jews.
With all that said, it was great experience for all of us from B‘nai Zion to see and hear about successful
programming initiatives in other synagogues – directly from the congregants, who designed, developed and
implemented them; and share and absorb topical ideas and resources with members of similar-sized
congregations.
The Exhibit Hall was filled with more than 108 exhibitors. I spent more than eight hours trying to see all
the exhibitors with lots and lots to offer: architects‘ firms specializing in design and redesign of synagogues,
craftsmen who specialized in stained glass windows, others the designing of furniture, artwork or Bimah
furniture, manufacture of donor walls and yahrzeit boards. There were also booths about travel services to
Israel, a firm that only does custom made eternal lights, Society for Classical Reform, software companies for
accounting of synagogues, companies making Ark covers and Torah Mantle covers, Jewish Girl Scouts, Jewish
colleges, Jewish jewelry makers, Jewish publication companies, JWB Jewish Chaplains (where we visited Rabbi
Robinson, and helped their effort for Torahs for Our Troops), Magic Yad, Bar and Bat Mitzvah ideas,
[continued on next page]
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B’nai Zion Endowment Major Contributions
New Bequest:

Guardians of Zion
You will find, as you look back on your life,
that the moments that stand out are the moments
you have done things for others.
We would like to acknowledge these
significant contributions
to the B'nai Zion Endowment Fund
which supports our present and sustains our future:

Shirley & Lionel Eltis
$25,000
New Contribution:

Gloria Meyer
In addition to the $20,000 which paid for the
New furniture in the foyer
Gloria has made a donation of $25,000 toward
Renovating the Sanctuary

From our Vice President (continued)
handcrafted tallitiot, and even a company with a new type of bagel slicer, art galleries and on and on.
I attended learning sessions on: Classical Reform Judaism; Conference of Congregational Presidents; Small
Congregations: dialogue and problem-solve with your peers; ‗You Do it My Way‘ managing conflicts in
congregational life; but I did not attend the service called ‗Yoga Shalom.‘ Additional subjects included
Engaging Volunteers and Creating Sacred Connections in Your Synagogue; Health Care: A roundtable
discussion exploring the Canadian model, the American System, and Today‘s Challenges. For Congregational
Presidents: Strengthening Your Board and Building an Effective Lay Leadership Team
and also American Conservative Judaism compared to Reform Judaism. Rabbi and
Helaine attended different sessions, so that we each gained new insights and together
have a lot of wonderful ideas for B‘nai Zion.
Every day there was also a display from the URJ Book Store and Music Stage which
included all types of Jewish books and music, where every thirty minutes
a new group of performers of Jewish Music would entertain us with some of
the best Jewish musicians like: Rabbi Larry Milder, Jon Nelson, Kyle Cotler, Mark
Bloom, Rabbi Joe Black, Mark Weinstock, Sue Horowitz, and Julie Silver.
Friday Night we had an incredible worship service, a huge camp-like song session and then the ACC Late
Night Music of a variety of Cantors starting at 11:15 PM. Shabbat morning we woke up early for 8:00 AM
Torah Study Breakfast followed by Shabbat Morning Services with a Choir of 150 people. As part of the Torah
service, it seemed that every Torah in Toronto was danced and marched through the worshippers. I know I
saw at least 20. Everywhere we turned there seemed to be another Torah dancing around the worshippers.
The experience of the Biennial was really something incredible. I know I can‘t totally put into words what
I gained from it. The joy of praying, singing, studying, visiting and learning in that type atmosphere was
really amazing.
If you want to see a bit of what we experienced, go to the website: http://biennial.urj.org/ where there are
pictures, videos, and more information.
Sincerely,

Mitch Newstadt
B‘nai Zion
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From our Educator
In just a few days our Chanukah menorahs will be shining brightly, and we will have the
opportunity to reflect upon what religious freedom means to us. As we retell the story of
the Maccabees, let’s also pledge to go beyond the legend of the oil that we all heard as
children. In our Religious School classes and in our homes, we must emphasize to our
children the importance of a small band of people who recognized that “not by might, and
not by power” would they prevail against the enemy who wished to destroy their
relationship with the Eternal. The Maccabees knew that they would be victorious against
their Syrian-Greek oppressors precisely because of that relationship. They would not
assimilate into Greek culture, though some Jews wanted to do that. The sons of Mattathias
pledged to continue the Covenant, knowing that God would keep His part of the Covenant if
they kept theirs. The lesson is just as important today as it was then.
In January we will celebrate the opportunities for Jewish learning and living that Henry S.
Jacobs Camp, and all Jewish camps, provide. Please mark your calendar now to join us
Sunday, January 10 at 9:30 a.m. for the Jacobs Camp Presentation. Camp Director Jonathan
(J.C.) Cohen will be here to tell us about the camp’s newest programs and the plans for
Summer 2010. In addition, please be aware that URJ is opening a new Sports Camp in
North Carolina for 10-15-year-olds who are serious sports enthusiasts. Check the URJ
website for full information. Registration is now open for all URJ camps.
Since Chanukah begins at sundown on Friday evening December 11, we will have a
Congregational Shabbat and Chanukah Potluck Dinner. Look for details elsewhere in
this bulletin. Every family is encouraged to bring its own chanukiyah so that we can light
the candles together and recite the blessings that connect us to our past. Jordan Magidson,
Associate Director of ISJL, will also be our guest that weekend. We look forward to
productive meetings with our teachers as we plan for the second semester.
On Friday evening, December 18 we will welcome many of our college students back to
their congregational home. They love to see the familiar faces of the older members of
B’nai Zion, so please come to services that evening. Please help us inform all college
students and graduate students of this service in their honor.
There will be NO Religious School classes on Sunday, December 20; Sunday, December
27; or Sunday, January 3.
Bill and I wish you all a very Happy Chanukah.
L‘shalom,

Helaine Braunig
December 2009 / Kis lev~ T evet 5770
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From Our Library: Jewish Magic
Did you know that Rashi commented about mermaids? ―There are fish in the sea with which
half is in the form of man and half in the form of a fish‖ … [Rashi to Talmud Bechoros 8a].
And a Midrash, Sefer HaYashar, describes how the Egyptians hid behind their doors from the
swarms of beasts sent as plagues, but God ―commanded the silonis,” which was in the sea, and
―she arose and came into Egypt. She possessed long arms, ten cubits by the length of a cubit of a man. And
she went up onto the roofs and uncovered‖… (does that sound more like a giant octopus or
squid?). And let us not forget the giant that David slew or the big fish that swallowed Jonah.
These and more are discussed in a book new to the Temple Library, entitled Sacred Monsters:
Mysterious and Mythical Creatures of Scripture, Talmud and Midrash by Rabbi Natan Slifkin.
And while we are on magical and mysterious, another book new to the library is Harry Potter and
Torah by Dov Krulwich. This is a serious treatment of the themes in the Harry Potter books that
are compatable with the teachings of Torah. Krulwich raises the points about Jewish law which
discuss the welfare of magical creatures (long before Hermoine became an advocate for the
house elves), that magic wands are found in the Tanach and there are Kabbalistic explanations of
how they work, and even the magicians‘ favorite word, Abracadabra, comes from the Hebrew and
means, ―I will create as I will speak.‖
And let us not leave out a fun book for children, called Heshel and the Hanukkah Goblins by Eric
Kimmel. Think of a place where every year the goblins come around and destroy dreidel
spinning and latke making and nothing made them stop until Heshel comes with a few props and
tricks to save the day… or days of Chanukah. These books are the tip of the iceberg when it
comes to magic and Jewish folklore. Come seek magic during this time of the miracle of the oil.

Listen to Their Lectures
Did you ever wonder what Elie Wiesel thinks of Bernie Madoff or whether he could forgive the German
people? Would you like to hear a Jewish perspective on today's economy? Our congregation has the rare
privilege to listen to the world-renowned Chautauqua Lecture Platform from this past summer. Peter and
Kristina Haas heard two stellar speakers and brought back CD recordings of them to share with everyone at
B‘nai Zion. Ask at the office to borrow them from our library.
Rabbi Joseph Telushkin gave four lectures on Judaism's business ethics. Want to know what
Maimonides thought would be G-d's first question when you get to heaven? Why in America
is a man's worth denominated in dollars as in, "What's he worth?"
To actually hear the very soft-spoken Elie Wiesel embodies the phrase ‗soft words
can speak volumes.‘ Find out how much he made from writing "Night." Find out
how one man has changed history.
Each CD is about ninety minutes. Elie Wiesel spoke twice and Rabbi Telushkin four times for
a total of six CDs. Perfect for a car drive to Dallas or Houston. Feel free to rip'em and put
them on your iPod. We promise you will be both entertained and enlightened by these very special lectures.
We are grateful to Peter and Kristina Haas and family for sharing their experience by donating these lectures
to B‘nai Zion.

B‘nai Zion
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From our Treasurer
We are pleased to announce that we do not intend to take any money out of the Endowment Fund for this
current year. We are very close to having a year with no deficit. We appreciate all of our congregants who
made this possible by enhancing their contributions and annual commitments.
Please remember that as the year ends, your dues need to be paid through 2009. Many people like to take the
tax break and pay a year ahead. Watch your mail for dues statements. Please consider increasing your annual
commitment, since we all realize that the financial needs at B‘nai Zion increase
each year, even as our dues base diminishes.
We are committed to continue to provide the congregation with the kind of
service — and services — that have made us the wonderful holy congregation
we have been for the past 150 years. Thank you again.
Respecftully,

Todd Muslow

ShFTY: Shreveport Temple Youth Group
Four of our ShFTYites (and Rabbi Jana) went “Back to the Future”
in Little Rock during the Fall Conclave in November. We learned,
sang, danced, bungie stretched, worshipped and got exhausted
together with about 120 other teens from all around the NFTY
Southern Region.
The next regional event is the Winter Kallah, December 27-30, which
will be at Jacobs camp.

Welcome to Bnai Zion’s New Members




Gabriele Kappers
Dr. Donald & Gloria Rosen
Andrew & Vanessa Schachtel (and their children: Adyn and Adysn)

If you or someone you know is interested in joining B‟nai Zion, please have them contact the Rabbi,
the office, or visit the Membership page at www.BnaiZionCongregation.org.

Birthday Blessing Shabbat
Beginning January 1, 2010, the first Shabbat each month we plan to make a
‗Birthday Shabbat.‘ Rabbi Jana will give special blessings and honor those whose
birthdays or anniversaries occur during the month. If your birthday is in January,
please come to services and let B‘nai Zion celebrate with you.
December 2009 / Kis lev~ T evet 5770
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Torahs for Our Troops - A Mitzvah Project
There are more than 10,000 Jewish Americans serving on active duty in the United States military right now.
To help our fellow Jews observe Shabbat and Jewish holidays, to bring them comfort and community, Jewish
military chaplains are assigned to visit them aboard ships and in the field. These chaplains have asked JWB
Jewish Chaplains Council to provide them with small, lightweight but fully kosher Torah scrolls to accompany
them from site to site, as they move around ships and the combat theater. JWB has commissioned the writing
of six Torah scrolls to ensure that our troops have access to a Torah when a chaplain visits them.
For Jews, writing or helping to write a Torah is an important mitzvah. JWB is giving people the opportunity to
fulfill this religious obligation by contributing toward the completion of these new Torahs, as well as a way to
thank those men and women who serve in the armed forces.
B‘nai Zion is hoping to help in this effort. You can make donations through B‘nai Zion for this Mitzvah
project, or contribute directly at www.TorahsForOurTroops.com. Contributions can honor or memorialize
loved ones or celebrate milestones in someone‘s life.
Dedication opportunities include:
$36,000.00
Dedicate the Torah
$10,000.00
Dedicate one book of the Torah
$5,000.00
Dedicate one Parasha (Shabbat or Holiday reading)
$3,600.00
Dedicate distinctive Prakim (sections)
$2,500.00
Dedicate Prakim (sections)
$1,000.00
Dedicate one Perek (section)
$500.00
Dedicate one Pasuk (verse)
$100.00
Dedicate one or more words/each
$36.00
Dedicate one or more letters
Rabbi Jana, Mitch and Helaine helped write
$ ???
Other Amount
the Torah for Our Troops at the Biennial

Jewish Cancer Study at Feist-Weiler Cancer Center
Research shows that Ashkenazic Jews have a greater tendency to get breast cancer than the rest of the
population. This tendency is not limited to women, but includes men as well. The Feist Weiler Cancer Center
is doing research to identify carriers of the genetic mutations associated with breast and ovarian cancers in
people of Jewish extraction. They will only need for you to fill out a form and they will get a swab from the
inside of your cheek. All information is confidential and there is no associated cost to study participants.
Our office has more details.
Please contact Mary Gutowski-Futch at Fiest Weiler Cancer Center at 813-1226 if you are willing to participate.

Computer Update
Can you help keep B‘nai Zion up to date by using: Twitter / Facebook / Blogging / Streaming /
Podcasting / Digital Photographs? We need some computer savvy members who can help us.
The Reform Movement has put out a charge to its congregations: to find innovative and tried-andtrue methods to use computers and internet to connect, inform, educate, and communicate.
Please let the Rabbi or the office know that you can help.
Have you visited our website lately? We are always looking for new ways to update our information. Can you
help with ideas or technical help?
Did you know that we have internet access throughout the building? Come and sit and schmooze and use our
wireless connections anywhere in the building.

B‘nai Zion
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People of the Book Club
Join the discussion of Elie Wiesel‟s book Rashi, a miniature biography of 11th-century
French Talmudic scholar Rabbi Solomon ben Isaac (aka Rashi). The book is also a
profession of Wiesel's sorely tested faith.
7:00 PM Tuesday, December 8 in the B‟nai Zion parlor.

Chanukah Candle Lighting and Shabbat Dinner
Friday, December 11 bring your Chanukiyah to Shabbat
service at B‟nai Zion at 6:00 PM. We will light them all together
before a brief, family friendly service followed by our annual
Chanukah potluck dinner. Bring a dish that will serve four
times the number of people in your group. Candles, latkes
and drinks will be provided.
Call by December 4th if you are coming and tell us the food that you are bringing and the
number of people in your group, so that we will have enough tables and chairs prepared.

College Students’ Chanukah Shabbat
Friday, December 18, please join us at Shabbat services as we welcome our
college students. Let us remind them that they always have an extended family
in our Jewish community and B‟nai Zion is always their home. Since it is the last
night of Chanukah, we will light candles together.
Parents and grandparents please inform your college age children, in case we
don‟t have their college address.

Henry S. Jacobs Winter Family Camp
Whether you have ties to the Jacobs community, or are interested in your child experiencing Camp in
action for the first time, Family Camp is for you! Family Camp is the ultimate Jewish Family Vacation and
a great opportunity for parents and children of all ages to experience a Jacobs Camp Shabbat. There will
be activities for the whole family, some just for kids and some just for adults. Daycare will also be
provided for families with young children.
Highlights of the weekend will include: A Jacobs Camp Shabbat; Adult and Family
Programming; song sessions and a range of recreational activities, including the Indoor
Climbing Wall, Sports, Arts & Crafts and more. Last year‟s Winter Family Camp was
filled to capacity! Register early (at www.jacobs.urjcamps.org) to insure beds for you
and your family!

Adult Education in January
Rabbi Jana will begin new classes in January. Watch next month‘s bulletin for details about the following Adult
Education classes (and let Rabbi Jana know if there is anything else you would like to learn about):
Basic Judaism
Biblical Hebrew
Conversational Hebrew
Does the Soul Survive?
December 2009 / Kis lev~ T evet 5770
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North Louisiana Jewish Federation
Come Join Us for the
COMMUNITY HANUKAH PARTY
For all ages
Hanukah cookie decorating Dreidel games
Hanukah sing-along Menorah making
Latkes, Applesauce, Sour cream, and Sufganiyot
SUNDAY DECEMBER 13
LEFKOWITZ HALL, B’NAI ZION
Festivities begin at 11 a.m.

Lunch will be served at 12 noon

Children under Bar/Bat Mitzvah age must be accompanied by a parent.
This program is free to the Jewish community!!!

Buy Books at B’nai Zion
B‟nai Zion has limited supplies of some books that congregants have asked about which can be
purchased in the office. If you are interested in
Understanding the Reform Jewish way of life:

Gates of Mitzvah $15

Jewish Living $16

Reform Jewish Prayerbooks:

On the Doorposts of Your House $25

Gates of Prayer (Heb or Eng opening) $15

Mishkan T'filah: A Reform Siddur (Complete and with Transliteration) $36
Other Jewish help books:

First Jewish Catalog $25

B‘nai Zion

Does the Soul Survive? $17
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Happy Chanukah
CHANUKAH SERVICE FOR THE HOME
A Chanukiyah (Chanukah Menorah) has space for nine candles. The one that is higher than the others
is for the Shamash ("helper” or “server”), which is our source of light and used to light the other
candles. In the Ashkenazic tradition candles are put in the Menorah from right to left (the ones
representing the oldest days first). The candles are lighted from left to right (the ones representing the
newest days first). On the first night of Chanukah, one candle is put in the Chanukiyah and lit using the
Shamash. On the second night, two candles are put in, and one more candle is added every night until
eight are in the Chanukiyah and lit on the eighth night. Light the Shamash, then say the blessings
below before lighting the rest of the candles for each night. On the first night, say all three blessings
below. On the rest of the nights, say only the first two blessings. After the candles are lit, you may
continue with readings, songs, food and games.
When lighting candles on Friday night, be sure to light Chanukah candles first and then the Shabbat
candles before sundown.

BLESSINGS:

 וְּ ִצ ָֽׁ ָּונּו לְּ הַ ְּדלִ יק, אֲ ֶשר ִק ְּד ָֽׁ ָשנּו בְּ ִמ ְּצוֹתָ יו,בָ רּוְך אַ ָתה ה' אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹולָם
.נֵר ֶשל חֲ נ ֺכָה
Ba-rukh A-ta A-do-nai E-lo-hei-nu Me-lekh ha-o-lam, a-sher
kid-sha-nu b'mitz-vo-tav v'tzi-va-nu I-had-lik ner shel Ha-nu-kah.
Praised are You, Eternal our God, Ruler of the universe, Who has sanctified us with commandments
and commanded us to kindle the Chanukah lights.

 ֶשעָ ָשה נ ִִסים לַאֲ בוֹתֵ ינּו בַ י ִָמים הַ הֵ ם,בָ רּוְך אַ ָתה ה' אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹולָם
.בַ זְּ מַ ן הַ זֶ ה
Ba-rukh A-ta A-do-nai E-lo-hei-nu Me-lekh ha-„o-lam, she-„a-sa nis-sim la-avo-tei-nu ba-yamim ha-hem ba-z‟man ha-zeh.
Praised are You, Eternal our God, Ruler of the universe, Who did wondrous things for our ancestors
at this season in those days.

First night only:

.יענּו לַזְּ מַ ן הַ זֶ ה
ָ ָֽׁ ִ ֶשהֶ חֱ ָֽׁ ָינּו וְּ ִקיְּ ָֽׁ ָמנּו וְּ ִהג,בָ רּוְך אַ ָתה ה' אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָ ע ֹולָם
Ba-rukh A-ta A-do-nai E-lo-hei-nu Me-lekh ha-„o-lam, she-he-he--ya-nu v'ki-y‟-ma-nu v'hi-giya-nu la-z‟man ha-zeh.
Praised are You, Eternal our God, Ruler of the universe, Who gave us life, sustained us, and permitted
us to celebrate this joyous festival.

SING CHANUKAH SONGS:

You can find Chanukah songs, blessings, and other fun
holiday stuff at Rabbi Jana’s Website. Go to:
www.BnaiZionCongregation.org and click “Chanukah”
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Tributes
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Honor of the Marriage of:
 Julie & Jeffrey Goodman
Henry Brenner
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:
 Harriett Goldberg
Harriette & Jay Glazer
 Neal Nierman
Harriette & Jay Glazer
 Rae Kreisman Selber
Mandel Selber, Jr.
LIBRARY FUND
In Memory of:
 Harriett Goldberg
Bea Blumberg
Janice Muslow

RENOVATIONS FUND
In Honor of the Marriage of:
 Julie & Jeffrey Goodman
Tammy & Larry Courtney
Shirley & Lionel Eltis
SISTERHOOD FUND
In Memory of:
 Harriett Goldberg
Jan & Kenneth Pittman
WE CARE FUND
In Honor of the Recovery of:
 Bette Ann Manhein
Betty & Len Goldman
Margaret Rifkin
In Memory of:
 Eva Maiorano
Marion Freyer

MUSIC FUND
In Honor of the Recovery of:
 Bette Ann Manhein
Shirley Seligman
 Bob Susman
Shirley Seligman
In Memory of:
 Charles Lipsen
Shirley Seligman

GENERAL FUND
In Honor of:
 High Holiday Services
Heidi Kaufman
Judith Schrecker
In Honor of the Marriage of:
 Julie & Jeffrey Goodman
Susan & David Gross
In Memory of:
 Bertrand I. Cahn
Dr. & Mrs. Ike Muslow
 Harriett Goldberg
Anne & Bobby Baskind
Ellen & George McGovern
 Bertie Cahn Alcus Levy
Dr. & Mrs. Ike Muslow
 Martin Lewis
Paige McGovern
 Corinne Roos
Lisa & Dick Chilvers

Although we strive for accuracy, sometimes we make mistakes.
We apologize for any errors in the bulletin, and for any inconvenience that they may cause.

Mazel Tov!
Birth of Samuel Emerson Glover, son of Vicky and Joel Glover, and brother of Riley,
Carter, Sarah and Rachel.
 Birth of Nathanael Mark Kelbaugh, son of Ann & Mark Kelbaugh, brother of Michael,
Matthew, Kailey and Karaline. Grandson of Tammy & Larry Courtney.


We love to share good news with our Congregational family. Please contact the office with details about your “simchas.”

Thanks!
We greatly appreciate the help of the Evensky family, Shirley Seligman, Pat Brooks, and
Helaine Braunig who helped lead services and study sessions while the Rabbi was away.
Thanks also to everyone who came to B‘nai Zion to worship and learn with them.

B‘nai Zion
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Yahrzeits
December 4-5
William M. Blumberg
Richard Bronner
Eva P. Cooperstein
Gladys Dreifus
Melanie Meyer Goldstein
Max Kalisky
Irvin Kassof
Frank Katzenstein
Donald Kern
Norman Kranson
Jane Leeds
Doris Stern Levinson
S.S. Marrus
Paul Shapiro
Paul Silverblatt
Hermina Ochs Silverman
Sam Wolff

December 11-12
Esther Fish Arbili
Sam Benon
Ike Cullick
Belle Fenkelstein
Joseph Gariani
M. Mendell Heller
Hyman A. Perlstein
Mary R. Selber
Mandel C. Selber, Sr.
Harry Steckol
Sonia Grunes Surenko
Marilyn Weil
Sam Wiener, Jr.
Dorothy G. Zadeck

December 18-19
Marx Bluestein
Z. Brainis
Pearl G. Dover
Charles G. Friedenthal
Leslie Gruber
Mary Etch Grunes
Caro W. Levy
Helen L. Levy
Herbert Loeb
Lottie Feld Selber
Sam Sklar
Jewel M. Sorkin
Marion Sorkin
Jack Stein
Sylvia Terrell
Sam Weisman
Elise Willer

December 25-26
Milton Abrams
Ingrid Benson
Leon Chernick
Annie Gardsbane
Paul Heiss
Henry Kahan
Leo Kent
Thomas Douglas Kleban
Harry Krandle
Theodore Mandel
Harry Mittenthal
Mamie G. Perlstein
Armand W. Roos
Molly Scrinopskie
Chuck Selber
George L. Shanhouse
Hyman Stein
Jerome Bernard Stenzler
Jerold Suckle
Marion Wiener
Sarah Willer
Viola Wolff

Condolences to
Family and friends of Josephine Florsheim.
Family and friends of Ray Morris, father of Michael Morris and Wendy Morris,
cousin of Iris Morris.
 Family and friends of James Katz, husband of Sylvia Katz, father of Stephen Katz.



May their memories be for a blessing

Shabbat Blessings / Pulpit Honors
Shabbat Blessings
Gigi Zelinsky and John Meyer
Chanukah Shabbat & Dinner
College Shabbat

Date
December 4
December 11
December 18
December 25

Board Members’ Pulpit Honors
Harold Kaplan and Adam Miller
Mandy Selber and Howard Sklar
Gregory Kallenberg and Charlton Meyer
Bethany Sorkey and Julie Miller

If you cannot sit on the Bimah or lead us in the Blessings on your assigned date, please find a substitute, and contact the office with the change.

B’nai Zion Schedules
Shabbat Schedule
Friday Evening Service - 6:00 PM
Saturday Torah Study 9:45 AM
Saturday Morning Service- 11:00 AM
December 2009 / Kis lev~ T evet 5770

Office Hours
Monday through Friday 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
No Business on Shabbat or Holidays

Rabbi’s Day Off is Monday. Call for appt. other days.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Kislev 14

Wednesday
2

Kislev 15

Thursday
3

Kislev 16

Adult Ed
Semester Ends

Friday
4

Kislev 17

Deadline to
reserve seats for
Chanukah
Dinner

Basic Judaism
11 AM
Beg. Hebrew
12 PM

Saturday
5

Kislev
18

Vayishlach
Gen. 32:4-36:43

Services 6 PM

Study 9:45 AM
Services 11 PM

4:51 4

5:27 3
6

Kislev 19

7

Kislev 20

8

Kislev 21

9

Kislev 22

10

Kislev 23

11

Kislev 24

12

Kislev
25 Vayeshev

Gen. 37:1-40:23
Book of Maccabees

Religious
School

Chanukah
1st Day

Chanukah
Congregation
Dinner

Book Club
7 PM
Rashi
by Elie Wiesel

Reserve by 12/4

ISJL visit
Study 9:45 AM
Services 11 PM

ISJL visit

5:28 3

4:52 4
13

Kislev 26

14

Kislev 27

Community
Chanukah
Party 11 -1
B’nai Zion

15

Kislev 28

16

Kislev 29

B'nai Zion
Board Meeting

No Religious
School
ISJL visit

17

Kislev 30

Tevet 4

22

Tevet 5

Tevet 1

Jacobs Family
Winter Camp
Services 6 PM

Bulletin
Deadline
20 Tevet 3 21
No Religious
School

18

Rosh Chodesh Rosh Chodesh
Tevet
Tevet
COLLEGE
SHABBAT

4:54 4
23

Tevet 6

Jacobs Family Winter Begins

24

Tevet 7

25

Tevet 2

Miketz
Gen. 41:1-44:17
Book of Maccabees

Chanukah
8th Day
Jacobs Family
Winter Camp

Study 9:45 AM
Services 11 PM

5:30 3
Tevet 8

26

Tevet 9

B'nai Zion
Office is Closed

Gen. 37:1-40:23

Services 6 PM

Study 9:45 AM
Services 11 AM

4:57 4

Winter Camp

19

Vayigash

5:32 3

27 Tevet 10 28 Tevet 11 29 Tevet 12 30 Tevet 13 31 Tevet 14 Jan 1 Tevet 15
BIRTHDAY
No Religious NFTY Winter NFTY Winter NFTY Winter New Year’s
Kallah
Kallah
Kallah
Eve
SHABBAT
School
B'nai
Zion
Winter Kallah
Office is Closed

B‘nai Zion
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Rabbi Dr. Jana De Benedetti
Fred Kent, President
Helaine Braunig, Educator

Chanukah is December 11 - 19. See inside about how to celebrate at B’nai Zion; how to
celebrate at home, how to find songs and blessings.

Happy Chanukah!

CHANUKAH DREIDEL GAME
(Description and Guide by Rabbi Jana)

Dreidel: the Yiddish word for a Chanukah spinning top with four Hebrew letters representing the
four words for the Hebrew phrase: a Great Miracle Happened There. The Hebrew word for Dreidel
is  ְּסבִ יבוֹןS'vivon. In Israel the S'vivon says: A Great Miracle Happened Here ( נֵס גָדוֹל הָ יָה פֹּה
Nes Gadol Hayah Poh).
HOW TO PLAY THE DREIDEL GAME
Before each spin, everyone has to put in one (candy, or coins, etc.)
The letter facing up when the Dreidel stops spinning lets you know what to do:
Letter
Name

Hebrew
Word

English Win / Letter
Meaning
Lose

Noon

Nes

Miracle

Nothing

Gimmel

Gadol

Big / Great

Gimme (take) all

Hey

Hayah

Was

Half

Shin

Sham

There

ShucksPage
(put161 in)
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Shape
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