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The B’nai Zion By-Laws remind us that we are obligated to have a Congregational meeting 
each year in May. It is a noble, and wonderful responsibility to help lead and represent this holy 
congregation. However, it reminds me of a story that I have heard about the difficulty of leading this holy people: 

Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir was talking to the US President, and indicated that she thought that her job was tougher 
than his. The president said, “Mrs. Meir, let me just remind you that I am the president of 200 million people. You have 
only two million in your country.” To this she responded, “Mr. President, there is one thing you forget. You may be the 
president of 200 million people, but I am the prime minister of two million presidents.” 

At B’nai Zion, it might be said that we have to lead about 200 presidents. 

Of course, when asked to serve as a leader, not many people will actually accept the responsibility, but most people have 
ideas about how they want things to be run.  I am very thankful to everyone who has agreed to serve on the B’nai Zion 
Board: those whose terms expire this year, those who will be continuing to serve, and those who have agreed to begin to 
serve. Please come to the Congregational meeting to show them your support, and remember to speak with them when 
you have ideas and concerns about B’nai Zion. 

As you know, I do feel honored to try to meet the spiritual needs of this holy congregation. It is not always easy, but I 
always love this job. To give you an idea of the kinds of things that my “presidents” request, recently I was contacted on  
a few separate occasions and told that a number of people prefer “sermons” to “Torah lessons.”  I was happy to try to 
give a sermon that had nothing to do with the weekly Torah portion.  Of course, once the service was over, someone 
came up to me at the Oneg Shabbat and couldn’t understand why I didn’t give a Torah lesson – they love my Torah 
lessons, and that is what they look forward to at services. 

As many of you may know, Saturday morning worship services are more casual than Friday evening services. We sit in the 
Parlor, often in a circle instead of “theater style.”  Occasionally I take advantage of the more casual style and interject 
information about the service itself: why these prayers are chosen, in what way they are the same or different than prayers 
other Jews say, comments about the translations as compared to the original Hebrew, and other informative things.  One 
week was especially memorable.  Immediately after services two unrelated and very different people wished me Shabbat 
Shalom and said that they had never had such a wonderful worship experience.  They had been coming to services for 
decades, but did not ever understand the service the way they did after my explanations.  I was so glad that I was able to 
help them be inspired, and enhanced their worship experience.  Then another member took me aside and told me never 
to do that again – never interrupt the flow of the service with information.  This person found it distracting to the 
worship experience to hear the explanations. 

As members of this holy congregation, as leaders of this holy congregation, we realize that all of our needs may not always 
be fulfilled.  However, we do have a say – and we are encouraged to speak up about what our needs are.  As leaders we 
are committed to fulfilling everyone’s needs.  Obviously everyone may not be satisfied all of the time, but hopefully 
everyone is satisfied most of the time.  I truly appreciate the efforts of our Board to fill the needs of the Congregation, 
and encourage everyone to let us know that you are happy with our efforts or tell us what changes you envision.  

When we celebrate the festival of Shavuot we once again stand at Sinai and choose to accept the covenant that God offers 
us. We realize that the covenant means that God gives us responsibilities and God takes responsibilities for our needs as 
well.  In fact, this month of May, we are filled with opportunities to be chosen and to choose. Please join us for the Bat 
Mitzvah, Bar Mitzvah, Confirmation, and Graduation Shabbat celebrations. Worship with us on Shavuot and remember 
with us at Yizkor. Help us celebrate with our graduates. Help us choose our leaders as we enjoy each other’s company at 
our annual meeting. We are blessed to make Jewish choices every day… and every day to choose Judaism as our guide to 
help make good choices.   

Choose to be Chosen 

“The o ld  sha l l  dream dreams and the youth  sha l l  see v i s ions”  

B’nai Zion Congregation 

MAY 2009  IYAR -S IVAN 5769 

From our Rabbi, Jana De Benedetti 
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It has been one year since I have had the opportunity to serve you as President of B’nai Zion.   

I have enjoyed every day and have had some chances to learn more than I have had the 

chance to teach.  Everyone at B’nai Zion is trying their best, it may not always be perfect but 

we are giving 100%.  

 

As I look back, my memories take me to when Rabbi Jana was installed and Steve Muslow and 

I were holding the Torahs to our hearts. I remember each B’nai Mitvah and how proud their 

parents were when their child became Bar or Bat Mitzvah.  

 

I remember the fundraiser when 125 members of our congregation came together for sounds 

of the Beatles from Chuck Kesilman -- the event coordinated by Heidi and Gregory 

Kallenberg.  I also will never forget the meetings with the families that gave so generously to 

our Endowment fund to ensure the future of B’nai Zion.  

 

I love each and every Shabbat.  Every Sabbath is special and is one of a kind.  If you miss one 

then you will never hear the same service, because although they are never the same.  Of 

course, they all provide the comfort of the familiar, but all include variations and aspects that 

are unique each time. 

 

I am learning about what to do and when to do it. I worry that by next year, it will be over just 

as I will finally be getting the hang of it. I know every smile in the sanctuary and miss you 

when you have to be elsewhere.  When the service goes to the blue Union Prayer Book, 

copyrighted in 1948, I enjoy the songs and prayers that I grew up with.  I must admit that I still 

enjoy the little gray prayer book the best, because that is what I became most familiar with as 

an adult.  But I appreciate worshipping with the blue prayer book since I realize those are the 

prayers that my father and his friends felt most comfortable with.  I really appreciate that we 

have a variety of worship experiences at B’nai Zion. 

 

I agree that one of the best kept “secrets” in Shreveport is our Saturday Torah study.  I now 

know that the lessons of life are all in the Torah, if we take the time to read and learn.  My son 

and daughter enjoy learning on their own and then discussing their insights and questions 

with me -- and these are experiences and lessons that they (and I) will remember and 

treasure. 

 

As I look back, I also want to look ahead.  I realize that in order to age gracefully, we have to 

take care of ourselves.  The same is true for our building.  We are considering updating the 

sanctuary and would like to get your input.  Some of the options that the Renovation 

Committee has been discussing include: making the seats more comfortable, updating the 

carpet , modifying the stairs to the bimah to make them more manageable.  We can update 

the lighting, change the acoustics, add stained glass to the foyer and even consider modifying 

the Ark.  We need to hear from you to know  what direction to take. I know that since 1956 this 

building has given us many years of enjoyment and spiritual memories.  Help me envision, 

enhance and enable the sanctuary to continue to fulfill our spiritual needs for the next half 

century and beyond. 

 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve you this past year.  I am looking forward  

to next year. 

From our President, Fred Kent 
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How can another year of Religious School already be at an end?  Wasn’t it only “yesterday” 
that those teenagers who are graduating from high school were small kids wandering the halls 
of our school?  Why does it seem that time passes more quickly as I get older?  Lots of 
questions, and no easy answers.  I do know that I’m beginning to value time in a way that  
I did not always do when I was younger.  Realizing that time is limited and not guaranteed, I’m 
trying to re-prioritize, put fewer things on my “to do” list, and spend my time on the things that 
are really important.  Providing kids with Jewish role models and giving them a comfort zone 
in which they can ask their questions matters so much to me. 
 
Our teachers impart a lot of information, but more important, they give our kids the safety net 
they need when there are no definite answers.  They help our kids appreciate our rich past and 
anticipate our future.  They show our kids how to live Jewish lives, whether they are 
celebrating a joyous holiday or life-cycle event or just going through a routine week.  They 
remind our kids that they are Jewish every day, not just on Shabbat when they come to services 
or on Sunday morning when they study with their classmates. Every day kids are faced with 
opportunities to act upon their Jewish identities, and our teachers show them how we do that 
and teach them why we do that. 
 
In fact, as we approach Shavuot/Confirmation, we are reminded that the response of the 
Israelites when they received the Torah at Sinai was “Na’aseh v’nishma – we will do and we 
will hear/understand.”  Not we will hear/understand and we will do, but we will do and we will 
hear/understand.  Unwrapping that phrase has been the task of our rabbis from Talmudic times 
to the present, as they have sought to understand if study leads to action or if action compels 
understanding.  This column is not the place to try to solve the riddle of language in the Torah, 
but it does remind me that we have the awesome and holy responsibility of helping our 
children see the connection between action and study. 
 
If you want to learn more about the values that form the underpinning of Jewish education  
and the classroom techniques that help us to convey those values, I hope you’ll join me the 
weekend of May 8-10 at Agudath Achim to hear their outstanding Scholar-in-Residence,  
Joel Lurie Grishaver. Details are found elsewhere in the bulletin, but I want to be sure that  
you know what a remarkable opportunity lies ahead of us as we study with a preeminent 
Jewish educator. 
 
Don’t forget Graduation Shabbat on Friday, May 8 and Confirmation on Friday, May 29.   
And of course, I hope to see you all on the Closing Day of Religious School on Sunday, May 3 
when there will be:  End of year activities, Teacher Appreciation, and Picnic – don’t miss it. 
 
 

From our Educator, Helaine Braunig 
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B’nai Zion Congregation finished calendar year 2008 and 2007 with Revenues exceeding 
Expenses by $63,726 and $45,743, respectively.  In each of those years we received money 
from the B’nai Zion Endowment Fund in the amounts of $55,000 for 2008 and $24,885 for 
2007.  The Board of Directors is pleased with these results as this is the second year in the 
last seven (7) years to not experience a deficit.  Deficits for years 2001 to 2006 ranged from  
a high of $120,591 to a low of $3,962.  The improved results are primarily related to an 
increase in dues revenue from congregants satisfied with our new Rabbi, and reductions  
due to cost cutting in other areas. The Board also elected not to draw the distribution from the 
Endowment fund in Calendar 2009, unless we experience a deficit. 

The Board has prepared a balanced budget for Calendar year 2009. The budget includes  
an increase in Rabbinical expenses and office salaries; however, our Rabbinical salary is 
partially offset by a newly created Special Rabbi Endowment Fund (denoted below with an *).  
Additionally, increases have been included in expenses for other categories over 2008 in 
anticipation of rising costs. Most recent analysis indicates that the Congregation is not 
exceeding its budget. 

We are hopeful that the increase in pledges of dues from congregants
#
 which have already 

been received will allow us not to advance money from the Endowment Fund.  If you have  
not already done so, an increase of your annual pledge would be greatly appreciated. 

REVENUES 2007 ACTUAL 2008 ACTUAL 2009 BUDGETED 

    

    

    

    

    
EXPENSES       

    

    

    

    

    

    

From our Treasurer, Todd Muslow 

This month we will be participating in Paint Your Heart Out sponsored by The City 
of Shreveport. We will help paint houses to beautify neighborhoods where low-
income, elderly, or handicapped families live. 

We will also be electing a new slate of Officers for this 2009-2010 year. 
 
On behalf of the entire Youth Group, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Debbie Caminker, who’s stepping down as the ShFTY Advisor after many years of 
caring and keeping this Youth Group running.   

From our ShFTY President, Isaac Haas 

ShFTY =  
Shreveport Federation 

of Temple Youth 
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All congregants are urged to attend the B’nai Zion Annual Congregational Meeting. The meeting 
will begin 10:00 AM Sunday, May 17. We will thank our outgoing Board members and vote for 
new Board members.  We will discuss our current condition and plans for the future.  Our  
meeting will be brief and we will have a chance to schmooze and nosh on brunch prepared  
by our Brotherhood. 

With great appreciation we recognize the following congregants who are completing their 
terms on the Board: 
 
Gary Abrams  David Brainis  Donald Posner  Lane Rosen 
 

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS: 
 
During the Annual Meeting on May 17 at 10:00 AM, the congregation will vote for new 
Board members.  With the approval of the current Board, the Nominating Committee 
recommends the following to fill the vacating seats: 
 

3 YEAR TERMS (MAY 2009 to MAY 2012): 
Mimi Hussey 
Harold Kaplan 
Fred Kent 
Katherine Mahler 
Adam Miller 
 

Please contact Fred Kent within 14 days of the Annual Meeting notice if you have other nominees to 
consider. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Stephen Muslow 
Nominating Committee Chair  

B’nai Zion Congregational Meeting 

Please note the new plaque on the Tree of Life 
in honor of the 50th birthday of Fred Kent 
from his father, Sidney Kent 

To Hon or  and Rememb er  

Please note our new Memorial Plaque Boards 
donated  in memory of Conway Sinclair and 
in memory of Gus Hirsch.   
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Grand Opening of the new B’nai Zion Judaica Nook  
May 3 during the last day of Religious School  
 

You know you want to see us: 
 To find that perfect Mother’s Day gift 
 To find something special for the teachers 
 To see how lovely our little Nook is in its 
new location across from the office 
 To schmooze and nosh on our opening day 
See you there!  You won’t believe your eyes! 

Judaica Nook Grand Opening  

The Man in the White Sharkskin Suit  

is subtitled A Jewish Family's Exodus 

from Old Cairo to the New World.  

It's a memoir, and the author is 

Lucette Lagnado.  May 19 (note that 

it is the third and not the second 

Tuesday this month). 

People of  the 

Book Club  This month Tot Shabbat will be 

May 23 from 9:00-9:30 AM (before 

our adult Torah Study). Join us for 

a Shabbat experience that is geared 

toward our youngest worshippers 

and their families.  Please let the 

Rabbi know if you want more  
Tot Shabbat services throughout 

the Summer. 

This will be our third summer of “Shabbat Shows.”  Watch next month’s 
bulletin for a schedule of movies we will be enjoying after Services on 
Friday nights during the summer.  Let the Rabbi know if you have ideas 
of movies with a Jewish flavor that you think we might like to Show on 
Shabbat to go with our Pizza and Popcorn. 

Friday Film Fest / Shabbat Shows 

Tot Shabbat 
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Torah Study and Worship modifications for this month: 
 
We will have Torah Study but NO Service at B’nai Zion on Saturday, May 9  
so that we may hear the Scholar in Residence at Agudath Achim. 
 
Torah Shabbat will be Friday, May 15, when we celebrate with Samantha 
Bledstein as she reads the Torah for us in honor of her becoming a Bat Mitzvah. 
 
During Torah Study on May 23 we will be reading and discussing Megillat Ruth 
(the Book of Ruth) in anticipation of the holiday of Shavuot (continuing our 
reading of each Megillah for the specific holidays this year). 
 
No Torah Study Saturday, May 30, since Eliot Haaas will be teaching us from  
the Torah portion he will be reading in honor of his becoming a Bar Mitzvah at 
10:30 AM 

The Shreveport Chapter of Hadassah’s end of year meeting will be  
Tuesday, May 26, 11:00 AM at East Ridge Country Club in the Gallery  
(in the main building). Lunch will include soup and a salad bar for $11.00.   
 
It is easy to remember - 11 o'clock and 11 dollars which includes tax and tip.  
What a deal! 
 
The program will include highlights from the Regional Winter and Spring Conferences  
installation of officers, and distribution of Hadassah's new Tzedakah boxes.   
 
If you can’t remember when your last Hadassah meeting was, come join us for our 
11/11 meeting on 5/26. If you never miss a meeting, you will be glad you came again.  
Good food, good company, great cause… you can’t go wrong!  Bring a friend. 

H adassah Happeni ngs  

Sylvia and Carl Goodman’s son, Jeffrey Goodman has made a movie called 
“The Last Lullaby” and its world premiere is going to be in Shreveport May 
1, 2, & 3 in the Regal Cinema at the Louisiana Boardwalk.  Tickets can be 
purchased online at www.thelastlullaby.com or at the Regal box office. 
There will be five screenings per day and Jeffrey will be there to introduce 
each of them and to answer questions from the audiences.  Buy the tickets 
in advance, because the shows are selling out.  The movie is rated R.  It has 
already won a number of awards at film festivals. 

Agudath Achim Men’s Club  is planning a social event for the premiere.  They are meeting at Ming Garden 
Chinese restaurant at 5:15 on May 3

rd
 and then after dinner they are watching the 7:00 PM movie.  Everyone is 

welcome to join them for dinner and a movie, or you can watch any of the other times that are convenient for you. 

M ovi e Prem i ere: T he  Last  Lul l aby  

Shabbat  Schedul e  C hanges  

http://www.thelastlullaby.com/
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With anticipation and joy 
we invite you to join us as 

 

           Eliot Haas 
is called to the Torah as  

a Bar Mitzvah 
 

Saturday, the thirtieth of May 
two thousand and nine 

at ten-thirty in the morning 
B’nai Zion 

 

Peter, Kristina and Isaac Haas 
Luncheon immediately following the service 

At B’nai Zion when our students graduate we take the opportunity to wish them well and remind them that 
this is always a home to them.  Please come to Friday evening services on May 8 to kvell with us as we 
congratulate our students who are graduating.  We will learn where they are going and what they want to  
do with their lives.   
 
Graduating from High School: 
 Martin Black (son of Jerie & Jon Black) 
 Palmer Black (son of Jerie & Jon Black) 
 Leah Caminker (daughter of Debbie Caminker and Rabbi Harold Caminker) 
 Max De Benedetti (son of Rabbi Jana De Benedetti and Dr. Ricky De Benedetti) 
 Sam Lepow (son of Marti & Ron Lepow) 
 Lindsey Toys (daughter of Georgette & Craig Toys) 
 
Graduating from College 
 Sophia Kostelanetz graduates from Tuft University with honors  
 
If you know of other graduates who will be in town for our Graduation Shabbat, please make sure that they 
participate too, and if possible, let the office know that they will be joining us.  We would also appreciate  
hearing about students who are graduating who can’t be with us that Friday evening so that we can 
congratulate them as well. 

Graduation Shabbat 

With great pleasure 

We invite you to  

Worship with us 

On the occasion of  

The Bat Mitzvah of  

Our daughter 

 

Samantha 
 

Friday, May 15 at 6:00 PM 

Oneg Shabbat Following Service 
 

B’nai Zion Congregation 
 

Noah and Natalie Bledstein 
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You are cordially invited to our Shavuot Service 
 

Friday 
May 29, 2009  7Sivan 5769 

6:00 PM 
 

When we celebrate the  

Confirmation  
of  

 

Ron De Benedetti 
Son of Rabbi Dr. Jana De Benedetti  

& Dr. Arrigo De Benedetti  
 

Isaac Haas 
Son of Kristina & Peter Haas 

 

Delaney Lake 
Daughter of Alison Bath & Brett Lake 

 

Katie Weiner 
Daughter of Michelle & Jacques Weiner, III 

 

Join the families for a Festival Reception following the service 

Our next Yizkor service will be during  Shavuot services Friday night May 29.  

All Memorial plaques will be lit, and the Memorial books that were created this 

past Yom Kippur will be used again, with the addition of names of those who 

we have lost this year. 

Yizkor  and Yahr zeit : We R emember  
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Agudath Achim 

Scholar in Residence 

Joel Lurie Grishaver 
May 8-10, 2009 

  

Schedule of Events 
  

Friday, May 8, 2009 at 8:00 PM during services 
Real Jewish Values: 

How Judaism Differs from the Christian Fundamentalist View 
Followed by Oneg Shabbat   

  

Saturday, May 9, 2009  following morning services 

Stories We Pray: 

The Fascinating and Beautiful Story Behind  

Each of our Major Prayers 
Followed by Kiddush Luncheon 

  

Saturday, May 9, 2009 at 8:00 PM 

Music and Leadership - A Kabalistic Fugue 

Rebbe Nachman of Bretzlav’s 280-second Mystical Sermon 
Wine, Cheese, Dessert , Coffee and Havdalah 

  

Sunday, May 10th, 2009 at 9:00 AM 

Teaching Jewishly: 

Running a Classroom by Jewish Values 
Minyan Breakfast and Workshop with text study and classroom techniques  

 
Deadline for reservations is Thursday, April 30, 2009 

All of part of the Weekend - Adults  -  $10.00 
Children (under 13) - $5.00     Children (under 5) - Free 

Scholar  in  Residenc e  

  Note that B’nai Zion will have Torah Study at 9:45 but no Services at 11:00 AM on 
Saturday May 9 so that we can join with Agudath Achim to hear the Scholar in Residence 
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An incredible amount of effort went into coordinating this year’s Congregational Seder.  We cannot thank 
enough the wonderful co-chairs: Rochelle Goldsholl and Gigi Zelinsky, and their committee: Sheila 
Lawrence and Bethany Sorkey.  One hundred eighty people attended the Seder!  We hope we are not 
forgetting anyone when we thank everyone who helped make this night different from all others: 
 

Greeter 
Special thanks to Margaret Rifkin who not only helped to set tables, but was our special greeter,  
and brought Passover meals to our congregants who were not able to attend the Seder. 
 

Official Schlepper 
Ricky Murov arranged for pickup and return of borrowed Hot Box and Dessert plates. 
 

Seder Leader 
Rabbi Jana created and led the Seder that was enjoyable and appropriate for all ages. 
 
Seder Plates 
Katherine Mahler worked with our older students to make the beautiful and  
unique Seder plates (some can be seen in the picture to the right). 

Passover  Sed er  Thank s  

Geraldine “Gigi” Zelinsky 
 
Gigi looks for opportunities to help, and jumps right in.  She 
worked tirelessly to try to ensure a wonderful Passover 
Seder as the Co-Chair this year. Her leadership included a 
vision of involving  the community to help when they could, 
and receive when they needed.   
She has been providing rides to worship services for those 
who otherwise could not attend. Gigi has a big heart, and 
we are glad to see her around B’nai Zion as our  
Valued Volunteer. 

Va lued Volunt eer  

Gigi tasting the food in the 
kitchen, getting ready for the 
Passover Seder. 

Matzah Ball Team 
Alison Bath 
Tammy Courtney 
Steve and Val Gold 
Sharon Goldman 
Dot Kaplan 
Angie Noelani 
Margaret Rifkin 
Goldie Marrus 
Carolyn Murov 
Geraldine Zelinsky 
Chopped Liver &  

Hard Boiled Eggs Team 
Team Leader: Bill Braunig 
Reuben Almagor 
Val Gold 
Bethany & Noah Sorkey 
Geraldine Zelinsky 
 
 
 
 
Table Setting Crew 
Rochelle Goldsholl 

Bobbye Goodman 
Sheila Lawrence 
Ruth Lewis 
Margaret Rifkin 
 
Clean Up Crew 
Val Gold 
Sheila Lawrence and daughter 
Angie Noelani 

The Valued Volunteer gets a special plaque, parking spot, and other benefits at B’nai Zion for the month .  
Please let us know who you would recommend for this honor. 
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LAG BA’OMER 
It is a joyous thing to count the days from freedom (Passover) to entering into 

the Covenant with God and receiving the Law (Shavuot). These days are also 
days of sad memories in Jewish history, which some people observe as if in semi-
mourning. There are traditions not to have weddings or other major celebrations 
planned during the Omer period.  Lag Ba'Omer is the Hebrew numeric way of 
saying the thirty-third day of the Omer. It is celebrated to commemorate the day a 
plague ended in which thousands of students of Rabbi Akiba, a Talmudic scholar, died during the 
counting of the Omer. The mourning, is set aside on Lag Ba'Omer, making it day of special joy 
and festivity.   
 
SHAVUOT 

Shavuot is a Hebrew word meaning "weeks" and refers to the Jewish 
festival marking the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. Shavuot, like so many 
other Jewish holidays began as an ancient agricultural festival, marking the 
end of the spring barley harvest and the beginning of the summer wheat 
harvest. Shavuot was distinguished in ancient times by bringing crop offerings 
to the Temple in Jerusalem. 

Shavuot, also known as the Festival of the Giving of the Torah, dates from 
biblical times, and helps to explain the holiday's name, "Weeks." The Torah tells us it took 
precisely forty-nine days (seven weeks) for our ancestors to travel from Egypt to the foot of Mount 
Sinai (the same number of days as the Counting of the Omer ) where they were to receive the 
Torah. Thus, Leviticus 23:21 commands: "And you shall proclaim that day (the fiftieth day) to be a 
holy convocation." The name Shavuot, "Weeks," then symbolizes the completion of a seven-week 
journey. 

Special customs on Shavuot include the reading of the Book of Ruth, which reminds us that 
we too can find a continual source of blessing in our tradition. Another tradition includes staying 
up all night to study Torah and Mishnah, a custom called Tikkun Leil Shavuot, which symbolizes 
our commitment to the Torah, and that we are always ready and awake to receive the Torah. 
Traditionally, dairy dishes are served on this holiday to symbolize the sweetness of the Torah, as 
well as the "land of milk and honey."  Memorial candles are lit before holiday candles in the 
evening as the holiday starts, and we have a Yizkor service. 

Other Shavuot traditions at B’nai Zion and many other congregations is to wear white and 
decorate the bimah and Torah scrolls in white.  We also remember those who have gone before 
us with a Memorial / Yizkor service, and light all of the memorial plaques by the sanctuary.  B’nai 
Zion has a precious tradition to celebrate Confirmation on Shavuot.  Walking through the hall with 
all the pictures of all the previous Confirmation classes is a walk through our history.  Worship 
with this year’s Confirmands and their families as they take their place in the B’nai Zion history. 

 
YOM YERUSHALAYIM / JERUSALEM DAY 

The most recent addition to the Hebrew calendar. Yom Yerushalayim 
is celebrated on the 28th day of Iyar (six weeks after the Passover seder, 
one week before the eve of Shavuot), which we celebrate this year on 
May 22. Although Jerusalem has been considered the capital city of the 
Jewish people since the time of King David--who conquered it and built it 
as the seat of his monarchy in approximately 1000 B.C.E.--there has never been a special day in 
honor of the city until the Israeli army took over the ancient, eastern part of the city on the third 
day of the Six-Day War in June 1967. 

Shortly after the Six Day War, "a municipal unification" of the two sections of the city took 
place, ending 19 years of separation between predominantly Arab and Jewish suburbs of 
Jerusalem, following the War of Independence in 1948. 

H olidays  
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Tr ibut es  

BUILDING & GROUNDS FUND 
In Memory of: 
 Niki & Lester Haas 

 Shirley Seligman 
 Ray Walker 

 Shirley Seligman 
 
GENERAL FUND 
In Honor of the Birthday of: 
 Fred Kent 

 John & Mimi Hussey 
In Honor of the Recovery of: 
 Miriam Sklar 

 John & Mimi Hussey 
In Memory of: 
 Anita Blaufuss 

 John & Mimi Hussey 
 Jake Cullick 

 Billie Taylor 
 Inez Hafter 

 Joseph Hafter 
 
HENRY S. JACOBS CAMP FUND 
In Honor of the Birthday of: 
 Fred Kent 

 Jon & Jerie Black 

LIBRARY FUND 
In Memory of: 
 Raymond Walker 

 Margaret Rifkin 
 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 
In Memory of: 
 Jeanette Katz 

 Sanford & Michelle Katz 
 Doris Susman Yates 

 Amy Morris 
 
RENOVATIONS FUND 
In Honor of the Birthday of: 
 Fred Kent 

 Gerel Miller 
 Glenn Miller 

In Memory of: 
 Doris Yates 

 Margaret Rifkin 
 
SCHUSTER GARDEN FUND 
In Honor of the Birthday of: 
 Sallye Schuster 

 Pauline Murov 
 Ruthie Nierman 

 

MUSIC FUND 
In Memory of: 
 Felix L. Alcus 

 Dr. & Mrs. Ike Muslow 
 Mabel C. L. Levy 

 Dr. & Mrs. Ike Muslow 
 Barbara Alcus Threefoot 

 Dr. & Mrs. Ike Muslow 
 
WE CARE FUND 
In Honor of the Birthday of: 
 Fred Kent 

 Peggy & Leroy Nuckolls 
In Honor of the Recovery of: 
 Sylvia Rosenzweig 

 Tammy & Larry Courtney 
In Memory of: 
 Anita Blaufuss 

 Jeri Miller 
 Mary Louise Levy 

 Jeri Miller 
 Raymond Walker 

 Shirley & Lionel Eltis 
 Bobbye Goodman 

 Libbie & Leon Abramson in honor of their 70th Wedding Anniversary. 

 Birth of Caleb Julius Hochsuler.  Parents are Lindsay (Eltis) & Joshua Hochschuler.  His grandparents are 

Brian & Cindy Eltis.  His kvelling great-grandparents are  Shirley & Lionel Eltis. 

 Bar Mitzvah of Jacob Goldsholl. He is the son of Kennon & Scot Goldsholl of Hot Springs, and the 

grandson of Rochelle & Sheldon Goldsholl 

 Jeffrey Goodman on the world premiere of his movie, “The Last Lullaby.”  He is the son of Sylvia and 

Carl Goodman.  
 Dr. Steven Levine for the establishment of an Endowed Professorship at LSU Health Sciences Center  

in his honor. 

 Alyce Levy, daughter of Harriette & Jay Glazer for raising over one million dollars for Multiple Sclerosis 

research by participating in the MS bike rides with her team, the Feisty Devils. 

 Benjamin Maxey has a role in the next production by the Shreveport Opera, "Manon Lescaut." 

 Jessica Maxey was recently elected president of SMU's Residence Hall Association for the 2009-2010 

school year.  She also was recognized by the university on their honor roll with high distinction.  Out  

of an undergraduate student body of 6,110 students, only the top 5% receive this distinction. 

 Birth of Noah Zachary Murov.  Parents are Jacob & Lauren of Chicago, IL.  Grandparents are Kenny & 

Robin Murov of Williamsburg, VA.  Beaming great grandmother is Carolyn Murov. 

 Birth of Henry (Augustus Henry Denis, IV) and Emma (Emma Elese Denis) on March 1, 2009.  Proud 

parents are Elese and Gusty Denis, Mill Valley, CA and grandparents Lecie and Jack Resneck 

 Mary Katherine Muslow graduates from the Paul M. Hebert Law Center of Louisiana State University  

in Baton Rouge.  She is the daughter of Mary & Steve Muslow, and the granddaughter of Janice Muslow. 

Ma zel  Tov  

Although we strive for accuracy, sometimes we make mistakes. We apologize for any errors in the bulletin, and for any inconvenience that they may cause. 
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Yahr zeit s  

May 1-2 
Dr. Louis Abramson 
C. H. Baker 
Charles Boyd 
M. T. Flaxman 
Nancy Claire Fox 
Emily Gassenheimer 
Irving Greenberg 
Simon Herold 
Leah K. Joseph 
Leonora Groner Kleban 
Anne Lawrence 
Oscar Levy 
Mollie M. Lowenthal 
Hyman P. Mandel 
Leo Minder 
Joseph Phillips 
Isaac Raas 
Conway Temple Sinclair 
Seymour Van Os 
Herman Willer

May 8-9 
Isaac Barron 
Edith Benson 
Harry Fox 
Eve Greenberg 
Fannie Chapman Handel 
Carolyn Hirsch 
Paul Lowenthal 
Lucille Michel 
Jake Schuster 
Aaron Simon 
Stanley L. Sugar 
Rebecca Vedlitz 
Sydney Willer

May 15-16 
Rose Aufrichtig 
Bernice Clark 
Dr. J. Robert Frey 
Erwin M. Joseph 
Charles G. Meyer 
Moses Leon Murov 
Ruth Simon 
Harry Zwick 
 
May 22-23 
Dr. Albert Axel 
Morris Baron 
Celeste Dreyfuss 
Annie Feigelson 
Elsie N. Goldberg 
Clara Goldman 
Fannie Goldman 
Elizabeth Hamner 
Dr. Harold Levy 
Esther Selber Rosenthal 
Aaron Selber, Sr. 
Mary Elaine Vaska

May 29-30 
Tamara Atkins 
Gussie Chernick 
Mortimer A. Cohen 
Gustave S. Friedman 
Alvin Gardsbane 
Albert Goldstein 
Ruth Kallenberg 
Jacob Katzenstein 
Karl Levy 
Loris Levy 
Philip Lieber 
Max Morris 
Barney Ruben 
Mollie Shanhouse 
Archie Simon 
Mildred Werner 
Jacques Wiener,Sr. 

Condolences to the family and friends of: 
 Doris Susman Yates, sister of Bob Susman 
 Louis Glazer, brother of Jay Glazer 

Shabbat  Blessings /  Pulpit  H onor s  

Shabbat Schedule 
Friday Evening Service - 6:00 PM     

Saturday Torah Study 9:45 AM  
Saturday Morning Service- 11:00 AM  

Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

No Business on Shabbat or Holidays 

May their 
Memories be for 

A blessing... 

Blessings 
May 1 Susan and David Gross 
May 8 Helaine and Bill Braunig  
May 15  Bledstein family  
May 22  Valerie & Steven Gold  
May 29  Kristina & Peter Haas 

Pulpit 
5/1/09 Mandel Selber, Jr. 
5/8/09 Howard Sklar 
5/15/09 Bethany Sorkey 
5/22/09 Amy Turner 
5/29/09 Gary Abrams 

B’nai  Z ion Schedu les  
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B’nai Zion Congregation     May 2009 / Iyar~Sivan 5769  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 26       2nd of Iyar 
17th day of the Omer 

 

 27       3rd of Iyar  
18th day of the Omer 

 

 28       4th of Iyar 
19th day of the Omer 

Yom  
HaZikaron 

 

 29       5th of Iyar 
20th day of the Omer 

Yom  
HaAtzma’ut 

 

 30       6th of Iyar 
21st  day of the Omer 

 

1           7 th of Iyar 
22nd day of the Omer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Services 6:00 PM 

7:38 4 

2       8th of Iyar 
23rd day of the Omer 

 Achrei Mot-K’doshim 
Lev. 16:1-22:27 

(p. 769) 
Ezek. 22:1-19 

(p. 795) 
 
 

Torah Study 9:45AM 

Services 11:00AM 

8:56 3  

3 9th of Iyar 
24th  day of the Omer 

 

Religious School 

End of Year  

Awards and Brunch 

Teacher Appreciation 

 

Judaica 

Nook 

Grand 

Opening 

4       10th of Iyar 

25th  day of the Omer 

 

5      11th of Iyar 
26th  day of the Omer 

 

6       12th of Iyar 

27th  day of the Omer 

 

7       13th of Iyar 

28th  day of the Omer 

 

8       14th of Iyar 

29th  day of the Omer 

 
Graduation 

Shabbat 

 
 
Services 6:00 PM 

7:43 4 

9       15th of Iyar 

30th  day of the Omer 
 Emor 

Lev.21:1-24-23 
(p. 819 ) 

Ezek. 44:15-31 
(p.846) 

 

Torah Study 9:45AM 

 
Scholar in  
Residence  

Agudath Achim 
NO BZ Services 

9:01 3  

10       16th of Iyar 

31st day of the Omer 
 

 
Mothers’ Day 

 
 

Scholar in  
Residence  

Agudath Achim 

11       17th of Iyar 

32nd day of the Omer 

 

12       18th of Iyar 

33rd  day of the Omer 
 

 
Lag BaOmer 

 

13      19th of Iyar 

34th  day of the Omer 

 

14      20th of Iyar 

35th  day of the Omer 

 

15      21st of Iyar 

36th  day of the Omer 

 
Samantha 
Bledstein 

Bat Mitzvah 

 

6:00 PM 

7:48 4 

16     22nd of Iyar 
37th  day of the Omer 

  
B’har-B’chukotai 
Lev. 25:1-27:34 

(p. 849) 
Jeremiah 16:19-

17:14 
(p. 861) 

 

 

 

 

Torah Study 9:45AM 

Services 11:00AM 

9:06 3  

17   23rd of Iyar 

38th  day of the Omer 
 

Congregation  
Annual Meeting 

10 AM 

 

18      24th of Iyar 

39th  day of the Omer 

 

Bulletin 

 
Deadline 

19      25th of Iyar 

40th  day of the Omer 

 
Book Club 
7:00 PM 

The Man in the 
White Sharkskin 

Suit 

20      26th of Iyar 

41st  day of the Omer 

 

21      27th of Iyar 

42nd day of the Omer 

 

22      28th of Iyar 

43rd  day of the Omer 

Yom  
Yerushalayim 

 
 

Services 6:00 PM 

7:52 4 

23      29th of Iyar 

44th  day of the Omer 
 

Tot Shabbat 
9:00-9:30 AM 

  
Book of Ruth 

Torah Study 9:45AM 

Services 11:00AM 

9:11 3  

24 1st of Sivan 
45th  day of the Omer 

 

Rosh Chodesh 
Sivan 

 
 

31       8th of Sivan 

25      2nd of Sivan 

46th  day of the Omer 
 

Memorial Day 

 
 

BZ Office Closed 

26      3rd of Sivan 

47th day of the Omer  
 
 

27      4th of Sivan 

48th  day of the Omer 

 
 

 

28      5th of Sivan 

48th  day of the Omer 
 
 

Erev Shavuot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7:56 4 

29 6th of Sivan 

BZ Office Closed 
 

Shavuot 

 
Yizkor 

Confirmation 
 

Services 6:00 PM 

7:57 4 

30      7th of Sivan 

Eliot Haas 
Bar Mitzvah 

 
 10:30 AM 

 

9:16 3  
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B’nai Zion Congregation 

245 Southfield Road 

Shreveport, LA 71105-3608 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Shreveport, LA 
Permit No. 213 

(318) 861-2122 office  

BnaiZion@bellsouth.net     

www.bnaizioncongregation.org 

Rabbi Dr. Jana De Benedetti 

Helaine Braunig, Educator 

Fred Kent, President 

Office Hours: M-F 9 AM - 2 PM 

180 People at our Congregational Passover Seder 


