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Student Trips to Israel
Do you know a teenager or young adult student who is 
planning a trip to Israel? If so, contact the shul office - 
they are here to help! The Jeffrey Allen Memorial Fund is 
set up to help students fund their trips to Israel.

Rabbi’s Study
	
	 For the worldwide Jewish community, the High Holy Day Season is upon us.  
This year, the new Jewish year of 5779 begins at nightfall on Sunday, Septem-
ber 9th.  As determined by our Rabbis of ancient time, the year 5779 represents 
the amount of time that has elapsed since the creation of humanity until our 
present day.  At this time, our prayers center on the theme of HaShem granting 
each of us the ability to live and be productive for yet another year.

One image that comes to my mind at this time of the year is that of a journey 
through time, going from one place in our lives to another place that will hope-
fully make life better for us in the coming year.  Of course, we do not make this 

journey alone; instead, it is done with other fellow travelers, specifically with those people who will be pray-
ing with us as we make our plea to HaShem to be written in the Book of Life for the coming year.  Because 
it is traditional for a Jew to recite “Tefillat HaDerekh,” the “Prayer of the Journey” before making a long 
physical journey, I would like to offer the following prayer be recited by each of us as we begin our spiritual 
journey into the New Year of 5779:

May it be Y-ur will, L-rd our G-d and G-d of our Fathers and Mothers, to lead us and to direct our steps 
in safety, to guide us to our desired destination in joy and peace, and to bring us home in peace.  Save us 
from all dangers and accidents as well as from all afflictions that threaten our world.  May Y-u, and all 
whom we may meet, view us with kindness and mercy.  Hear our prayer, for Y-u, O G-d, listen and give 
heed to all prayers.  Praised are Y-u, O L-rd, Who listens to prayer.

Because each one of us cannot know where our spiritual journey may take us, we must make every effort 
to complete that journey in whatever way is best suited for us, both as individuals and as a community.  Of 
course, each one of us wants to end up in the place where we hope we are meant to be, specifically in the 
Book of Life, but most importantly we want to end up where HaShem intends us to be.  That is why during 
the “Yamim Nora’im,” during the “Days of Awe,” we pray with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all 
our might that HaShem intends each of us to be written in the Book of Life.

I hope and pray that all of us will use Rosh HaShanah 5779 to begin the spiritual journey that will bring 
blessing to our own individual selves, to our families, to our Synagogue, and last, but certainly not least, to 
the entire People Israel.

	 With a Blessing of Peace, I am…

			   Rabbi Reuben Israel Abraham

2 3



President’s Message

Our bookkeeper, Jackie, is a licensed notary.

She has graciously offered her notary services for no charge 
to our synagogue members only.

You must call for an appointment in order to have something 
notarized.  Please call the office at 215-677-1600.

* JOIN OUR MORNING MINYAN *
7 AM  MONDAY TO FRIDAY & 8AM ON SUNDAY

3

Dear Friends,
	 It's good to be together. I usually start annoucements at Shabbat
 services this way. Today I use this phrase to thank our new and retuning 
members for being part of the awesome CSS family.
	 There is excitement and exhilaration in the air with the approaching 
holiday. Thanks to the hard work and preparations by our great team of clergy, 
staff and volunteers. It's going to be very good for all of us to come together for 
Holiday 5779. 
	 In this Scroll you will find a detailed Holiday schedule of our Traditional 
and Egalitarian servicese. Our Rabbi Reuben Israel Abraham and Cantor Don 
Samuels will lead Traditional services. We are excited for Rabbi Ravid Tilles to 
join Cantor Michael Bitton in our Egalittarian services this holiday. We warmly welcome Rabbi Tilles, 
Mrs. Yaffa Tilles and their children on their visit to the Philadelphia area.
	 As we gear up to greet our many CSS friends and take out those holiday recipes, let's also pay 
attention to our CSS Holiday checklist:
*Contact the office to accept honors and plan to show up for them early.
*Reserve holiday parking (see more information on page 30).
*Place ads and personal greetings in the CSS calendar and events booklet.
*Arrange for guest tickets for your visiting family members.
*RSVP and reserve your spot for our holiday events including; Tashlich, Yom Kippur Break Fast, Sukkah 
Congregation Luncheon, and Beer in the Booth, Dinner in the Sukkah. 

	 Look for our booklets that come out annually every holiday season. Keep your eyes open for our 
events booklet, Events at CSS, on your seat at High Holidays. Be sure to take it home with you and use it 
as a reference for all events taking place this upcoming year. Also be sure to take some time to look at the 
annually updated Yiskor Memorial Book which is beautifully dedicated to our loved ones. Don't forget 
about our beautiful calendar created by Carrie Blasband and Karen Simansky. Look inside, and shop at 
the generous businesses who support us. 
	 My own plans are for me to enjoy friends and family, reach out to as many congregants as 
possible, sing gloriously (subjective, I know), find strength and inspiration in prayer, honor my memories 
and remember this moment, because we  cannot get it back! 
	 May we all find peace, health, contentment and wisdom together in 5779. Shanna Tova!

Fran Gabriel
francesgabriel@comcast.net
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The  Library Shelf 

	 This is the season of beginnings. Yet for 
many people this is a very busy season. We are 
cooking, going to shul, getting ready for
 visitors, and contemplating. The Holidays are 
here, and so are many fun events we are able to 
participate in. For people who have a Sukkah, 
the season is longer and much more difficult, 
but also much more fun. One other thing we do 
is participate in Tashlich. We ask G-d to forigve 
us for all the "wrong" that we have done in the 
past year. We go to natural running water, a 
creek or river, and throw bread in which rep-
resents our wrong doings. 
	 As I was reading, I came accross an 
article writting by Richard J. Israel in 1997. He 
made a list of sins and the types of bread used in 
the Tashlich service. 
	 ".....For ordinary Sins: White Bread.  
For Exotic Sins: French Bread. For particu-
larly dark sins: Pumpernickle. For complex 
sins: Multi-grain. For twisted sins: Pretzel. 
For tastesless sins: Rice Cakes. For those sins 

committed in hate: Matzah. For the silly sins: 
Nut bread. For being grumpy: Sourdough. For 
telling bad jokes: Cornbread."
	 So if you see a person with a bag of as-
sorted breads this Taschlich, we will now know 
which sins he or she had.
	 After the Holidays, you see where our 
new beginnings fit in. If you are not an avid 
reader, it is ok. Now is the time to start. We have 
a variety of books in our library by an assort-
ment of authors. Surely you will find a book on 
a subject you will like. New titles in the fiction 
sections are:  The Great Along By Kristen Han-
nah and After Alice by Lisa Scottoline. Check us 
out. We're up to date and ready to serve you.

As always, Happy Reading,

Rosalie Cohen



Anniversaries 
9/02 - Shlomi & Liora Bakalo
9/07 - Steven & Deborah Samson
9/08 - Saul  & Beverly Victor
 	 Jay & Peggy Kaufman
9/14 - Irwin  & Esther Wechter

9/16 - Ronald  & Sheryl Schwartz
9/19 - Alexander  & Valerie Mermelstein
9/24 - Kenneth  & Renee' Berger
9/27 - Herbert  & Ruth Spangler

9/01  -  Larry Spector
            Allison Zimri
            Sylvan Eisman
           Louis Cheifetz
9/02 - Elaine Goldfield
             Mathew Spector
             Gail Batoff
9/03 - Phyllis Schifreen
9/04 - Rhona Sloan
             Charlene Koller
9/05 - Arnold Escourt
9/06 - Esther Wechter
             Troy Bader
             Paula Chernoff
             Marion Cohen
9/07 - Blanche Silver
9 /08 - Helen Stein
9/09 - Edward Swartz
             Lois Bittman
9/10 - Karen Wallace 
            Jay Kaufman
9/11 -  Ruth Oslick
9/12 - Marilyn Shuben
            Solomon Weinstein

9/13 - Alan Kanefsky
            Marlene Markowitz
            Barry Kaufman
9/14 - Marcia Blitz    	
            Seymour Ehrlich
9/15 - Simon Mindel
           Lynn Ratmansky
9/16 - Stephen Figlin
9/17 - Robert Wolk
9/19 - Eleanor Snyder
            Lawrence Chosed
            Jeanne Kolodner
            Lee Zwick
9/20 - Irving Shore
            Stanley Smuckler
            Helene Sternberg
            Marsha Factor
9/21 - Zelda Oslon
            Stanford Goodman 
            Barbara Stein
9/22 - Howard Rovner
             Louis Kaufman
9/23 - Lois Solomon
             Randi Poliner 
9/24 - Arlene Birk
             

9/25 - Roslyn Guenther
            Lynn Brown
9/26 - Marla Solomon 
            Joel Goldberg 
9/27 -  Deborah Samson
              Ronald Schwartz
9/28 - Robert Rovner
            Susan Odesssey
            Vicki Spivak
            Brona Cohen
9/29 - Morton Schulman
9/30  - Selma Sternberg

BirthdAYS
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What's happening here?
 Stay in the know of what is new  in our synagogue 

We have a NEW Instagram! Be sure to 
follow us at @Congshaareshamayim for 
updates on what's happening around the 
synagagoue. 

Have you noticed how bright it is around 
the Shul? Maintenance staff has been 
hard at work installing the new light-
bulbs from our lightbulb campaign! 

We are sad to say goodbye to Debbie 
Hersh, who has been an essential part of 
our CSS office family since 2015. She is 
off to Temple to pursue her MBA. Mazel 
Tov Debbie! 

Have you heard all the buzz about our 
FIRST Apples and Honey Fun Run? 
Check out our feature article about this 
event on page 9.
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What's happening here?
 Stay in the know of what is new  in our synagogue 

Join us this year for a Selichot service 
and performance with Segit Zilberman! 
8:30 pm performance, 10:00 pm service.

As the High Holiday's approach, our 
office hours may change. Please check 
our website and social media pages for a 
list of Holiday office hours.

 Check back next Scroll to see brief descriptions
 of what's happening here around the shul! 

This year join us for our annual dinner 
in the Sukkah. In addition to dinner, we 
will have a beer sampling guided by beer 
enthusiast, Bob Houghton.



Bring your Box Tops for education to the main office so we can reedem them!

From The Cover:

Apples and Honey Fun Run

Join us for our first Apples and Honey Fun Run!
proceeds support our Cook for a Friend Program 

     	 Join us on Oct. 21st for Congregation Shaare Shamayim's first annual Apples and Honey 5k 
and 1k fun run. To be held at PennyPack Park, Pine Road entrance, this event is open to all skill 
levels and ages. Runners and walkers are welcome in both races!  Registration begins at 8:30 am. 
5k run/walk begins at 9:45 am. 1k run/walk begins at 10:15 am. Both races wrap up at 12:00 pm. 
All participants will receive a snack and shirt. 

Not interested in participating? Feel free to volunteer! Can't make the big day? Donate or sponsor 
our event.

	 How to sign up: Signing up to volunteer or participate in this event is EASY! If you are 
looking to sign up visit our race website by typing this web address into your web browser:

https://cssappplesandhoneyfunrun18.eventbrite.com
OR you can search Apples and Honey Fun Run on Eventbrite.com. This link is also featured on 
our facebook page! 

Although signing up on the link is our first choice, if you'd like to sign up without using technology 
you are always able to do so. Call us at the office or stop in. 

9



Sisterhood Happenings

Sisterhood Calendar 

With the start of the Holiday season, I felt it best to share this reminder 
of what membership means to us as members of the Sisterhood here at 
Shaare Shamayim: 

M   Membership is the lifeline of any organization
E   Every member adds longevity, strength, vitality and inspiration
M   Members are all unique and each member adds special qualities
B   Bringing in a new sisterhood member gains additional friendships as we can see
E   Each person is so special to us in each and every way
R   Realizing each of us play a part to make our Sisterhood so fantastic every day
S   Shaare Shamayim Sisterhood women plan lots of fun things to do
H   High tea, shows, programs, bingo, luncheons and we cook delicious food and goodies too
I    Incidentally we are a friendly bunch and work to help charities and those in need
P   Please join us: we would love to have you as part of our Sisterhood family indeed

Thanks to Lois Cleghorn for this wonderful reminder of what Sisterhood means.

2018-2019
*meetings are at 7pm unless otherwise marked 

General Meetings
Tuesday, September 4, 2018
Tuesday, October 9, 2018
Tuesday, November 13, 2018 *6:00pm
Tuesday, December 4, 2018
Tuesday, January 8, 2019 *1:00pm
Tuesday, February 12, 2019 *1:00pm
Tuesday, March 12, 2019
Tuesday, April 9, 2019
Tuesday, May 14, 2019
Tuesday, June 4, 2019 *6:00pm

Board Meetings
Thursday, September 27, 2018*
Tuesday, October 23, 2018
Tuesday, November 27, 2018
Tuesday, December 18, 2018
Tuesday, January 22, 2019 *1:00pm
Tuesday, February 26, 2019 *1:00pm
Tuesday, March 26, 2019
Tuesday, April 23, 2019
Tuesday, May 28, 2019 (President’s Dinner)
Tuesday, June 25, 2019

10

Special Events (Tentative)
Wednesday, October 17, 1:00pm	 Luncheon
Wednesday, october 24, 8:15am	 NY Trip
Friday, November 2, 7:45pm		  Sisterhood Shabbat
Tuesday, November 13, 6:00pm	 Membership Dinner
Tuesday, December 11, 6:00pm	 Bingo
Tuesday, January 8, 1:00pm		  Baby Shower
Wednesday, February 20, 1:00pm	 Special Event Day
Wednesday, March 27, 1:00pm	 High Tea
Wednesday, April 10, 8:15am		 NY Trip
Wednesday, May 1, 6:00pm		  Bingo
Tuesday, June 4, 6:00pm		  Donor Dinner
Wednesday, June 18, 6:00pm	 Installation



Men’s Club Time Out 

	 September marks endings (of vacation 
days) and beginnings (back to school, the New 
Year and Days of Awe). We also note a small 
change in leadership. Howard Rosen gladly 
moves to VP of finance, making room for Paul 
Kaplan to join Barry Leiber as co-President. 
Join us on Sunday, August 16 at 9 am to help us 
build the Sukkah. Enthusiasm is more import-
ant than skill. October 14 is our annual Meet 
the Candidates brunch in an important election 
year. No charge, however; please call the office 
to RSVP so we can plan accordingly.
Men’s Club is here for all men in the
 congregation and our local Jewish community. 
Help us grow by joining, and give us your ideas 
for new events and activities. The only reason 
we  haven’t done something new is that we 

haven’t thought of it. We hope to 
roll out new things in the coming 
year. Send your ideas to Paul: 
editright365@gmail.com.
We also ask current members to 
attend a morning or evening 
minyan when you can.
A note about our column’s new 
name. We hope to take no more than one
 minute of your time each month to update you 
on Men’s Club happenings, and we hope you 
give us that minute.

We wish everyone a meaningful holiday season. 
See you all in shul.
Barry Leiber and Paul Kaplan

Men’s Club Calendar 
2018-2019

Board Meetings 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018, 7pm
Thursday, October 11, 2018, 7pm
Wednesday, November 7, 2018, 7pm

General Meetings
Tuesday, November 20, 7pm
Tuesday, January 8, 2019, 7pm
Tuesday, March 5, 2019, 7pm 
Tuesday, April 2, 2019, 7pm
Tuesday, May 7, 2019, 7pm
Tuesday, June 4, 2019, 7pm

	 Need a gift idea? 
We have gift cards for supermarkets in the synagogue office.

ShopRite, Acme, Giant, and special orders! 
*Stop by the office to purchase your cards*

11

Special Events 
*dates and times subject to change

Sunday, September 16, time TBD	 Sukkah Building
Sunday, October 14, 10am		  Meet the Candidates Brunch
Monday, December 17, 6:30pm	 Paid Up Membership Dinner
Sunday, February 3, 9:30am		  World Wide Wrap
Sunday, March 10, time TBD		 ARC Blood Drive
Tuesday, March 19, 7pm		  Yom HaShoah Yellow Candle
Friday, May 17, 7:45pm		  Family Shabbat Service
Thursday, June 6, 6:30pm		  Closing Affair: Beef and Beer



Yiddish Conversation Group:

An in depth look at our Yiddish Conversation Group with Congregant Jack Belitsky

12

	 The Yiddish Conversation Group will resume the second Tuesday of October, Oct. 9th 
from 12:30pm to 2:00pm. All sessions will be be held on the second Tuesday of each month. 
Please note that this is a change from before. We will continue to enjoy conversations, re-
menicining and learning, All levels of Yiddish are welcome. We always have a most pleasant 
time. You are more than welcome to attend all sessions or just one, but we encourage new 
learners to attend regularly. 

We look forward to seeing new faces in our group! For further information please call the 
congregation main office. 

-Group Coordinator, Jack Belitsky

This Google Group is available!
Recycle your used or unwanted items and maybe even take home 
a new treasure. 
HOW TO JOIN:
1. go to googlegroups.com
2. search for Shaare Shamayim Exchange
3. click on group
4. apply for membership

*You must be a CSS member or a member of the Preschool to 
join. Please only post things that are free and in good condition



Special Thanks:

Corrections from last Scroll
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Thank you for the love and support of friends that pull together. Thank you for caring. 
- Gerry Zaretsky 

Thank you for everyone's patience and kindness after my accident. I am very lucky to 
work in such a wonderful community! - Alison Houghton

A heartfelt thank you to our CSS family for your kind words, calls, and donations in 
memory of our beloved grandmom and great-grandmom,  Anne Fleishman. It truly 
meant the world to us.  - Carrie Blasband and Family

We are very sorry if we missed your special date or mispelled anything in our last edition! 
Please see below for corrections from last Scroll:

Carol and Keith Kessler  50th wedding Anniversary, Aug. 4th 

Want to learn hebrew?

Beginner and Intermediate Hebrew Classes
Learn to read, write and speak Hebrew.

Sundays, please check the website or with the office for dates
Beginners Class: 9:15AM
Intermediate Class: 10AM

Led by instructor, Jack Belitsky, the beginners class is designed for Jews with little of no background in He-
brew and concentrates on teaching the Hebrew alphabet and reading skills.
Our Intermediate class is a follow-up to our beginner class and builds on the skills mastered in the previous 
class.

To register, please call the synagogue office at  215-677-1600 
or sign up on our website, www.shaareshamayim.org.
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Happy Sukkot
Join us for a congregation 

Sukkot Luncheon

Immediately following services:

Saturday, Sept. 29th

$12.50 for adults, $7 children (12 and under), 
$36 per family*

call the office to RSVP

*Family includes parent/guardian(s) and your children under 18
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A fabulous evening with...

A night filled with dancing and laughter!
Thank you to all who helped make this 

evening possible. 

16



Maybe next month we’ll see YOUR name here!  
Call Richard Raisman at 215-450-7461 to get a number

AND see if your number is still available!

to our calendar winner(s):
Miriam Rempel

17

Thank You, Israel Scouts
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Adult Education
	 I hope that everyone had an enjoyable 
summer and perhaps learned something interesting 
either by taking a class, pursuing a particular topic 
or by happenstance. A fun fact that I learned is that 
the term “dog days” of summer is derived from the 
late-summer appearance of Sirius, the dog star.
	 There will be lots of educational experiences 
this year at CSS.  Although I am still firming up 
details and dates for events I can report that 
Rabbi Lance Sussman will be at CSS on Thursday, 
November 29th at 7:30 PM.  His topic will be 'Rabbi, 
I Want a Good Funeral: Jews and Crime in America”.  
Rabbi Sussman's presentations always attract a large 
crowd.
	 I am hoping to once again have congregants 
Sondra Schneider and Dr. Sylvan Kesilman for a 
presentation as both of their discussions this past 
spring were well received.  I am also working on a 
joint program with Men's Club on a Sunday 
morning that will feature a speaker that has unique 
insight into the Holocaust. 
	 The first Sisterhood meeting on September 
4th will feature Herbert Kaufman,who is well known 

for his interest in the Civil War.  Herb has expanded 
his lecture repertoire and will be presenting his
newest addition, “Hamilton and Burr” at our first 
meeting.  Business is conducted from 7 to 7:30 and 
the meeting begins at 7:30. His presentation will 
start at approximately 8 PM.  All are welcome to
Sisterhood events.  Herb's programs are always
 interesting, informative and entertaining.
	 Once all the holidays have been observed, we 
will see the return of many of the popular education-
al programs that many of you have enjoyed.  That 
would include Hebrew Across America, Yiddish, 
knitting and monthly book club.  Follow the Scroll, 
weekly e-mails, our Shabbat handout or social media 
to find out exactly when the various programs will 
resume.
	 As always I am looking for suggestions for
 future programs.
	 May you and family have a happy, healthy 
and sweet year!

Denise Ellner 
Adult Education Chair

Looking to get rid of unused medications?  

The 7th District Police Station can help.  The station provides a box specifically for this purpose.  Keep 
medications out of the wrong hands - stop by the station to dispose of any unwanted perscriptions.
 

Please remember to not flush old or unused medication down the toilet as it can contaminate the water.
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We invite you to let the office know if you have something to share that we can include in our monthly 
newsletter.  Please send happy announcements to Alison@shaareshamayim.org.

Kveller Korner 

 	 Michael Levin, son of Tobi and Glenn, was invited and presented his comedy pilot, 
Alive in Denver, at The New York Television Festival in July. The festival competition included 
32 other pilots. At the conclusion of the four day event, Michael was notified that he won the 
award for "Best Writing". He has since been invited to present his comedy pilot at the North 
Fork TV festival in Long Island, NY ,on September 6-8. 

	 Michael is an alumni of our Pre-School and Religious School programs. He is a staff 
writer on NBC's comedy show, Trial and Error, which airs on Thursday evenings over the
 summer.



The Scroll
Highlighting life at Shaare Shamayim

Published monthly September - June
 with a summer issue

11 Issues

Editor: Alison  Houghton 
Editor-Emeritus: Henry “Hank” Walens

Want your ad to be featured in the Scroll? 
email alison@shaareshamayim.org

Congregations of Shaare Shamayim is the oldest Traditional Conservative Synagogue in Northeast Philadelphia. 
Our families enjoy the options of Traditional, Conservative (women participate on the bima), and Jr. Congrega-
tion Services.  We invite you to join us every Shabbat, daven in the service of your choice, and celebrate Shabbat 

as a united congregation with a lovely Shabbat Kiddush.
Aliyah and Torah honors are available in either service.  Call the synagogue office to arrange an Aliyah for your 

upcoming Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Auf Ruf, Baby naming, Yahrzeit, etc.

ONE CONGREGATION, SERVICE OPTIONS FOR EVERYONE! 

TRADITIONAL SERVICES
Rabbi Reuben Israel Abraham
Cantor Don Samuels
Mon-Fri mornings 7:00 am 
Sat mornings 9:00 am
Sun mornings 8:00 am
Sun-Thur evenings 7:45 pm 
Fri & Sat evenings varies with 
sunset

CONSERVATIVE  SERVICES
Cantor Michael Bitton

Kabbalat Shabbat Fri evenings 
7:45 pm
Sat mornings 9:30 am

JUNIOR CONGREGATION
10:45am

We’d love to see all of our
 students every Shabbat.
Bagels served at 10:15 am
Come and spend Shabbat with 
you friends
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		  Meet Steven Schmidt; business owner, husband and father 
of two. Steven (son of Susan and Harry) and wife Staci (daughter of 
Vicki and Robert Spurack) are not new to the shul, in fact both have 
been members of Shaare Shamayim for almost their entire lives, with 
nostaligic childhood memories of our Shul, and now their children are 
members here as well. 

		  Steven has always loved the synagogue, regarding it as a place of 
many wonderful memories. Throughout his life, Steven knew he wanted 
to give back to the synagogue in a meaningful and impactful way - now 
he has found a way. 

	 Steven as well as his best friend and business partner Eugene Sloush, 
are both  in some capacity participating in the Education Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program. This tax 
credit goes towards the school here at Shaare Shamayim.

	 This program, offered through The Foundation for Jewish Day Schools, allows everyday business 
owners like Steven to do something extraordinary. So what exactly is this program? EITC and programs like 
it are directly through the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia. What does this mean? This program, 
and the others like it allow Steven to use his business’s tax dollars to provide needs-based scholarships 
to children that come from lower to moderate-income families to support students attending Jewish day 
schools and pre-schools. For a more information, please see the email and phone number at the bottom of 
the article for an indepth look at this program and the others like it. 

	 Steven’s business is focused on direct marketing and sales. His company still uses door to door sales; 
the personal interaction is one thing Steven attributes to the business’ success. Despite his success, using this 
tax program to help others is a no-brainer for him. 

	 “My grandparents are Holocaust Survivors, and through surviving something like that your culture 
and education can sometimes get lost. Based on my upbring, I feel that it is important to remember and the 
best way to do this is through education,” Steven says. 

	 Steven has two children enrolled in the pre-school school here, both who enjoy the education they re-
ceive as well as the programs offered at CSS very much. Family is Steven’s biggest motivation, and ensuring 
not just his children, but all the children in the school at Shaare Shamayim are prepared for the next step in 
their education is very important to him. 

“We do a lot with my kids at home, but nothing can compare to the education my kids get here.”

If you are interested in getting involved in the EITC program please reach out to Ellen Horowitz Matz at 
Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia at: ematz@jewishphilly.org 215.832.0525

Small Busines Owner,
    Steven Schmidt

COO - Genius Enterprises, Inc.
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CSS Featured Face



Break the Fast
JOIN YOUR CSS FAMILY AFTER YOM KIPPUR

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING SERVICES ON SEPT. 19TH 
RSVP REQUIRED BY SEPT. 14TH

$27.50 per person
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annoucements

condolences 

Have news 
to share?

Rachel & Simon Jankovic announce the birth of their grandson, Joshua Andrea Jankovic.

May you be comforted among the other mourners for Zion and Jerusalem

We share in your excitement and joy! 

Condolences are sent to  Lee Zwick on the passing of beloved wife Janice Zwick.
The Congregation mourns long-time member, Barbara Feinstein.
Condolences are sent to David, Eric and Robert Portnoe onthe loss of their beloved father,  and 
former Congregation President, Sid Portnoe.
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Annoucements, engagements 
birthdays, anniversaries, grad-
uations: big or small, we want 
to hear it all! 

Have your news shared in The Scroll 
by stopping in the front office, or 
emailing alison@shaareshamayim.
org with the subject ‘Annoucement 
for Scroll.’

*When emailing, please include at 
least  1-2 lines of info about the news 
you’d like shared.*



1. LEDs use less power (watts) per unit of 
light generated (lumens)
	 Benefits:
	 Lower electricity bills
	 Less greenhouse gases

2. LEDs have a longer lifetime
	 Benefits:
	 Fewer bulb replacements
	 Less landfill

3. LEDs have less impact on the environ-
ment and human health
	 Benefits:
	 Less environmental contamination
	 Less personal exposure to hazardous
	  material
	 No degradation of artwork, furniture, 
	 carpets, etc.

4. LEDs are more robust
	 Benefits:
	 Immediate light (no-wait period)
	 No risk of triggering migraines or
 	 epilep	sy attacks (no light flicker)

5. LEDs offer greater cost savings
	 Benefits:
	 Reduced electricity bill

	

Buy a Bulb Campaign

24

	 We thank you for your participation in the Buy a Bulb Campaign! With YOUR help, we have 
been able to replace lightbulbs all over the shul. Here are some reasons WHY making the switch to 
LED is better for our shul, and better for you (from http://leapfroglighting.com/) :

lighting our shul 

Thank you again for all your help in lighting our space 



Letter from the Editor: Alison Houghton
Membership and Fundraising Associate 
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     Happy September and happy High Holidays. Here are
 just a few updates for all members to be aware of:
	 Upcoming events: All upcoming events for 
September can be found in the September calendar of this 
Scroll. The High Holiday Schedule is also in this addition. Our 
biggest upcoming event is the Apples and Honey Fun Run, 
which is featured in this edition of The Scroll.
	 Volunteering: If you'd like to volunteer your time 
here with us, we would LOVE to have you! From students 
and beyond - if you are interested in volunteering at the Shul 
please call or stop in the office.
	 Corrections in The Scroll: My hope is the that The 
Scroll is perfect, but sometimes that is not the case. Please do 
not hesitate to contact me with corrections so I can make a 
note for the next edition! 
	 Contacting me: If you would like to contact me for 
any reason, my email is alison@shaareshamayim.org.

Best,

Alison Houghton

 *We are now taking membership payments for this current year. Please contact 
the office for assistance.*

Updates from the membership desk:

Shaare Shamayim Office Hours

215-677-1600

Mon. - Thurs.: 9:00 aM - 5:00PM
Fri.: 9:00 aM - 2:00PM

0ffice@shaareshamayim.org

Always check our website and social media pages for updates



Donations “In Memory” 
Gratefully Acknowledged

Note: All donations not listed at the time of publication will be listed in the next edition

YAHRZEITS
Memory of:		  By:
Belle Teitelbaum	 Ellen & Paul Brenner
Mariam Finkelstein	 W. Stiffel
Gertrude Magill		 Alan & Michael Magill
Gloria Kaplan		  Ruth Grill
Bea Wechter		  Shirley Kraft
Ria Weiss		  Barry Schwartz
Maurice Linett		  Lois Orenstein
Ida Oslon		  Jerry & Zelda Oslon
Doris Sacks		  Stuart Shafer
Doris Lerner		  Irving W. & Eleanor Lerner
Mollie Ferman		  Lynne Ferman
Toba Mandelovic	 Hannah Zwerling
Morris Schlacterman	 Hannah Zwerling
Donald Schwartz	 Ivan & Sondra Schwartz
Rosa Schwartz		  Allan Segal
Ethel Kilberg Schwartz	 Linda Hershman
Lawrence Krawitz	 Lowell & Selma Krawitz
Katherine Racher	 Rita Abrams 
William Rose		  Barry & Sylvia Kaufman
Reuben Heiser		  Charlotte Heiser
Julius Heiser		  Charlotte Heiser
Rose Heiser		  Charlotte Heiser
Sylvia Drachman Gottlieb   Joan Dratchman Plam
Ronald Korsin		  Steven Korsin
Jean Joseph Trachtman	 Shirley Jenet
Maurice Fischman	 Tobe Dresner
Esther Myers		  Bea Eisman
Brodsky/Neuman Family	  Rochelle Brodsky
Elaine Goldberg		 M/M Charles Lundy
Jacob Erlich		  Rose Shoshana Erlich
Max Steinberg		  Barry Schwartz
Alan B Hershman	 Linda Hershman
Sara Berger		  Elaine Richman
Rose Scolnick		  Irving Scolnick
Lillian Savitz		  Sandy & Sam Savitz
Ernest Cohen		  Beatrice Cohen
Elsie Gilman		  Michael Gilman
Herman Ginden		 Sol Spillerman
Stanley L Silverman	 Malvina M Silverman
Gary Kazinoff		  Marlene & Henry Blackman
Morris Meller		  Sarah Meller
Helen Weinstein	 Lois K Levy
Rebecca Gansky		 Blanche Silver
Max Geyer		  Avril Lambersky
Sol Karp		  Sandra Katz
Israel Goldman		  Goloff Family
Samuel Priluker		 Irving Priluker
Jennie Priluker		  Irving Priluker
Glenda Super		  Suzanne Super
Edward A. Green	 AnnShirley Esposito
Morris Jasner		  David Jasner
Louis Yavelberg		 Joyce Abrams

YAHRZEITS cont.
Dorothy Cohen		  Beth Cohen
Benjamin Schultz	 Alan & Helen Schultz
Celia Stein		  Alan & Helen Schultz
Leon Agriss		  Don N. Agriss
Rose Agriss		  Don N.  Agriss
Marie Greenberg	 Bernard Morrow
Harry Jakubowitz	 Abraham Jakubowitz
Yetta Stone		  Nate & Marcie Stone
Morris Mayers		  Ellen Fine
Sam Weinstock		  Myrna Weinstock
Michelle Weinstock	 Sam Weinstock
Jack Rabinowitz	 Ethel Rabinowitz & Family
Dr. Herbert Schwartz      Barry Schwartz
Jack Tanenbaum	 Lynn Levitt
Frank Thomas		  Arnold Thomas
Hannah Super		  Suzanne Super
Sylvia Barufkin		  Goloff Family
Herman Fisher		  Linda Fisher
Sofya Gurevich		  Frida Aronin
Alfred E. Gordon	 William S. Gordon
Molly Broitman		 Edward Simon
Robert Freedman	 M/M Melvin Greenberg
Rose Tobin Haas	 Evelyn Litzer
Helen Yarczower	 Arthur & Taffy Yarczower
Charlotte Rosenthal	  M/M Allen Rosenthal
Pauline R Klein 		 Joan Hecht & Family
Jack Boorstein		  M/M Irwin Wechter
Jacob Feldman		  Bryna & Arnold Rosenthal
Robert L. Meyers	 M/M Alexander Chernoff
Beatrice Netkin		 Seymour Ehrlich
Gittle Duniec		  Jack & Barbara Duniec
Manuel Shamberg	 Jack & Barbara Duniec
Irving Berger		  Kenneth & Renee' Berger
Ruth Berger		  Kenneth & Renee' Berger
Stella Solsberg		  Kenneth & Renee' Berger
Stanley Davidoff	 Sue Rosenthal

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Sidney Portnoe		  Marilyn Neigut & Family

continued on the next page...
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GENERAL FUND
Betty Hoffman		  Debbie & Norman Marks & Family
Anne Fleishman	 CSS Board of Directors
Anne Fleishman	 Renee & Ken Berger
Anne Fleishman	 Perla, Jackie, Debbie & Alison
Barbara Feinstein	 Shelli & Ken Krevitz
Sid Portnoe		  Ann Krupnick & Joseph Loewenberg
Sid Portnoe		  Gail & Gary Krimstock & Family
Janice Zwick		  Gail & Gary Krimstock & Family
Sid Portnoe		  Sharon Josephs Shereff
Sid Potrnoe		  Suzie B. Beizer
Sid Portnoe		  Arlene Goldberg
Sid Portnoe		  Hermine Chern

LEONARD LURIE MEMORIAL FUND
Anne Fleishman	 Gwen & Jacques Lurie
Anne Fleishman	 Judi & Steve Shapiro
Sidney Portnoe		  Gwen & Jacques Lurie & Family
Janice Zwick		  Gwen & Jacques Lurie

MITZVAH FUND
Sumner Bravman	 Barb & Dave Tecosky
Sumner Bravman	 Gert Lippman
Anne Fleishman	 Bobbie & Dave Slosberg
Anne Fleishman	 Denise Ellner
Anne Fleishman	 CSS Sisterhood
Ruth Halpern		  Gail Rubin
Anne Fleishman	 Ray & Mindy Poliner
Eileen Shestack		 Victor & Shirley Lipsky
Janice Zwick		  Linda & Steven Geroff
Sid Portnoe		  Linda & Steven Geroff
Beatrice Goldstein	 Bobbie & Dave Slosberg
Janice Zwick		  Roslyn Goldman
Sid Portnoe		  Beverly & Ray Leven
Eileen Shestack		 Shirley & Victor Lipsky

WILLIAM AND LOIS GROSS MEMORIAL 
FUND
Ruth Bohm		  Jacques & Gwen Lurie

MOE & DOT DAVIS – COOK FOR A FRIEND 
MEMORIAL FUND
Aaron Aidenbaum	 Tobi & Glenn Levin
Anne Fleishman	 Tobi & Glenn Levin
Janice Zwick		  Tobi & Glenn Levin

NEIL WILK SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Janice Zwick		  Shirley, Michele & Harriet
Mother & grandmother
of Goldman Family	 Michele, Billy & Noah Berson

RICHARD J. POGACH, MD MEMORIAL FUND
Sidney Portnoe		  Joan & Herb Diamond
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ELLIS J. LINDENBAUM MEMORIAL FUND
Zina Farber		  Dolores Lindenbaum

RICHARD MARKOWITZ MEMORIAL FUND
Anne Fleishman	 Susan & Barry Leiber
Sid Portnoe		  Susan & Barry Leiber

JAY L. ZARETSKY MEMORIAL SCHOLAR-
SHIP FUND OF CSS
Patrick Davies		  Shelli & Ken Krevitz
Patrick Davies		  Gail & Gary Krimstock
Patrick Davies		  Mindy & Ray Poliner
Patrick Davies		  Melinda Blum, Marcie Erlich,
			   Shelli Keeny & Charlotte 	
					     Rosenthal
Anne Fleishman	 Gerry Zaretsky

SHIRLEY AND MORRIS KRAFT FUND FOR 
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Patrick Davies		  Barbara Kraft
Barbara Feinstein	 Charlotte & Allen Rosenthal
Rose Ginsberg		  Charles & Edith Freeman
Rose Ginsberg		  Marlene Markowitz & 
			   Randi Freeman

GENERAL FUND
Well wishes of:	 by:
Rochelle Grossman	 Eleanor Snyder
Stan Berkowitz		  Hinda & Harvey Goldberg

SHIRLEY AND MORRIS KRAFT FUND FOR 
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Rabbi Reuben Abraham	   Barbara Kraft

LEONARD LURIE MEMORIAL FUND
Stanley Berkowitz	 Gwen & Jacques Lurie

GENERAL FUND
Paulina Naisteter
Shelli & Ken Krevitz
Tamar Kanel

continued on next page...
 

Donations “In Well Wishes”
Gratefully Acknowledged
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Donations “In Honor of”
Gratefully Acknowledged

Note: All donations not listed at the time of publication will be listed in the next edition

PRAYER BOOK FUND 
Marvin Abrams 80th birthday is honored by Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael Driban
					   
GENERAL FUND
Diana Marshall in honor of birthday is honored by  Toby 
and Marvin Abrams
Marvin Abrams in honor of birthday is honored by Jerry 
and Beverly Gainsburg
Marvin Abrams in honor of birthday is honored by Libby 
and Jerry Shamis
Marvin Abrams in honor of birthday is honored by Lois 
Berman

RICHARD J. POGACH, MD MEMORIAL 
FUND
Diana Hellinger in honor of birth of great-grandchild is 
honored by Roberta and Barry Pogach
Fern and Steven Hellinger in honor of birth of
grandchild is honored by Roberta and Barry Pogach

MITZVAH FUND
Shelli Keeny in honor of birth of grandson is honored by 
Shelli and Ken Krevitz
Debbie Simons is honored by Edith and Charles Freeman
Cantor Don Samuels is honored by Mr. and Mrs. Todd 
Dashoff
Alan Horwitz in honor of 90th birthday is honored by
Linda and Steven Geroff
Alan and Ruth Horwitz in honor of 60th wedding
anniversary are honored by Linda and Steven Geroff

JEFFREY R. ALLEN MEMORIAL FUND
Roy Allen in honor of his 85th birthday is honored by 
Beverly and Larry Samson and Family

KAFRISSEN SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Debbie Hersh is honored by Dr. Ruth Horwitz

We thank you for your donations
They are gratefully acknowledged

Note: All donations not listed at the time of publication will be listed in the next edition

go to our website

choose the fund you’d like to donate to

personalize your contribution

we’ll send it

Did you know.... you can  make personalized 
contributions through our website?

Simcha, Get Well, Condolences
	 Visit our site for a full list of funds
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Learn the art of Shotokan Karate
Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7pm to 9pm, 
Location: Shaare Shamayim: 9768 Verree Road, Philadelphia 19115

Price: $50 per month.  Required uniform: $20. *FIRST WEEK FREE*

Take a journey of Mind, Body and Spirit.  Classes consist of warm-ups 
and stretching, self-defense techniques for men and women, working 
with partners, learning forms (katas), and light, controlled sparring.  
Learn to respect others, refrain from violent behavior, and to endeavor 
to excel in whatever you do,  and to have fun!
All ages 6 and up are welcome.

For more information, please contact Sensei Russ at 267-342-4391 or 
bennybentell@verizon.net

COLLSGS CARS PACKS

IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO SIGN YOUR STUDENT UP! 
Soon our college students will be back on campus - meaning it is time again to sign up for our college 
carepackages. We send students care boxes three times a year, to help them remain connected to their Jewish 
community away from home.  This project is supported by the William and Lois Gross Memorial Fund and 
the Sisterhood’s Barbara Dratch Fund.

Sign a student up by sending us their collegiate email address and the mailing adress you’d like the 
package to be shipped to. Email this info to alison@shaareshamayim.org.

I'm sure you've seen the garden outside our shul, Moe and Dot's Mitzvah Garden. The fruits of these labors are what 
help us with our Cook For a Friend Program. Everything we collect from this garden is given to those in need, either in 
our own congregation or in the larger community.

What else does Cook For a Friend do? How else do they help our community? The Cook for a Friend volunteers cook 
warm meals for those in the Northeastern Philadelphia community who cannot afford to do so themselves. They not 
only help members of our synagogue, but the community as a whole. 

See page 9 to learn more about our Apples and Honey Fun Run, where proceeds support this wonderful program. If you 
would like to volunteer at the synagogue with Cook For a Friend or Volunteer at our run, please contact the office.

Donations in support of the garden are always appreciated and can be sent to the Moe and Dot Davis Cook For a Friend 
Fund.

Learn more about: The Cook For A Friend Program
 Learn more about programs in our synagogue



High Holiday Schedule 
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Sat. Sept. 1				    Selichot					     10:00pm 
Rosh Hashanah
Sun. Sept. 9				    Candle lighting				    7:00pm
					     Mincha/Ma’ariv				    7:00pm

Mon. Sept. 10				    Shacharit					     8:00am
					     Shofar Blowing		             approx. 10:20am
					     Tashlich Recpetion*				    4:30pm
				    *Located at home of Marlene Markowitz & Randi Freeman
					     Mincha/Ma’ariv				    7:00pm
					     Candle Lighting          	  		     after  7:58pm

Tue. Sept. 11				    Shacharit					     8:00am
					     Shofar Blowing		             approx. 10:20am
					     Mincha/Ma’ariv				    7:00pm
					     Havdalah					     7:56pm
Fast of Gedaliah
Wed. Sept. 12				    Shacharit					     7:00am
					     Mincha/Ma’ariv				    7:00pm

Shabbat Shuvah
Fri. Sept. 14				    Candle Lighting          	  		     	 6:53pm
					     Kabbalat Shabbat (Traditional)		  6:45pm
					     Kabbalat Shabbat (Egalitarian)		  7:45pm

Sat. Sept. 15				    Shacharit (Traditional)			   9:00am
					     Shacharit (Egalitarian)			   9:30am
					     Mincha/Ma’ariv				    6:50pm
					     Havdalah					     7:59pm
Yom Kippur
Tue. Sept. 18				    Shacharit					     7:00am
					     Mincha					     1:30pm
					     Candle Lighting          	  			   6:46pm
					     Kol Nidre					     6:30pm

Wed. Sept. 19				    Shacharit					     9:00am
					     Yizkor				               approx. 11:30am	
					     Mincha					     4:35pm
					     Neilah		          	  			   6:10pm
					     Shofar Blowing		             approx.  7:43pm

2018-2019 calendar year, 5779
All times listed are for both services unless otherwise noted 

Have you reserved your 
high holiday parking spot?

Call or stop in at the front office to secure
your spot this holiday season!



High Holiday Schedule 
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Sukkot
Sun. Sept. 23				    Candle lighting				    6:38pm
					     Mincha/Ma’ariv(Traditonal)			   6:40pm
					     Ma’Ariv(Egalitarian)				    7:45pm

Mon. Sept. 24				    Shacharit (Traditional)			   9:00am
					     Shacharit (Egalitarian)			   9:30am
					     Mincha/Ma’ariv(Traditonal)			   6:40pm
					     Ma’ariv(Egalitarian)				    7:45pm
					     Candle Lighting          	  		     after  7:58pm

Tue. Sept. 25				    Shacharit (Traditional)			   9:00am
					     Shacharit (Egalitarian)			   9:30am
					     Mincha/Ma’ariv				    6:40pm
					     Havdalah					     7:33pm
Shabbat Chol Hamoed
Fri. Sept. 28				    Candle Lighting          	  		     after 6:29pm
					     Kabbalat Shabbat (Traditional)		  6:30pm
					     Kabbalat Shabbat (Egalitarian)		  7:45pm

Sat. Sept. 29				    Shacharit (Traditional)			   9:00am
					     Shacharit (Egalitarian)			   9:30am
					     Mincha/Ma’ariv				    6:30pm
					     Havdalah					     7:36pm
Hoshana Rabbah
Sun. Sept. 30				    Shacharit					     8:00am
					     Candle Lighting          	  		     	 6:27pm
					     Mincha/Ma’ariv(Traditonal)			   6:25pm
					     Mincha/Ma’ariv(Conservative)		  7:45pm
Simchat Atzeret
Mon.Oct.1				    Shacharit (Traditional)			   9:00am
					     Shacharit (Egalitarian)			   9:30am
					     Yizkor(Traditional)		              approx. 10:30am
					     Yizkor (Egalitarian)		              approx. 11:00am		
					     Mincha					     5:45pm
					     Reception					     6:00pm
					     Ma’ariv and Hakafot				    7:00pm
					     Candle lighting			     after   7:24pm
Simchat Atzeret
Mon.Oct.1				    Shacharit (Traditional)			   9:00am
					     Shacharit (Egalitarian)			   9:30am
					     Hakafot (Traditional)		             approx. 10:00am
					     Hakafot (Egalitarian)		              approx. 10:30am
					     Mincha/Ma’ariv				    6:30pm
					     Havdalah					     7:24pm

2018-2019 calendar year, 5779
All times listed are for both services unless otherwise noted 



TIME VALUE DATED MATERIAL 

Beer  in the
dinner in the Sukkah

Join us wed, Sept. 26 at 6:30pm for a

guided beer sampling and dinner* 

 $42 per person, RSVP by sept. 17th

booth 

Beer Enthusiast Bob Houghton will lead us in a 

Craft Beer tasting before dinner.

*dinner is Steak. 
Salmon and Vegetarian meals available upon request


