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Rabbi’s Study
During the time period
between Passover and Rosh
HaShanah, observant Jews
study a “perek,” a chapter, of
that part of the Mishnah known
as “Pirkei Avot.” Although
customs vary, this is usually
done after the Mincha service,
the afternoon service, on
Shabbat. Since “Pirkei Avot”
is made up of pronouncements made by our ancient
Rabbis, it is often known in English as “The
Wisdom of the Sages.” One of my favorite
passages of “Pirkei Avot” which is very apropos at
this time of the year is made up of the words of
Rabbi Tarfon:
The day is short, the task is
great, the workers indolent, the
reward bountiful, and the Master is
insistent! You are not obliged to
finish the task, but neither are you
free to neglect it.
At the end of the yearly festival cycle,
specifically after Shavuot, the thoughts of most
congregants turn to vacation and those good times
that the summer months inevitably bring.
Regrettably, all too often the summer months also
bring about what is at the very least the forgetting,
and at the very worst the neglecting, of one’s
obligations to the synagogue. No, I am not
referring to the paying of one’s synagogue dues
obligation. Instead, I am referring to something
more important than the money it takes to run a
synagogue. I am referring to the physical presence
of the lifeblood of the synagogue: its members.
Here at the Congregations of Shaare
Shamayim, we have a dedicated staff of
professionals and volunteers who work to see to it
that the members of this synagogue are served in
the best way possible. But that is only part of what
keeps this synagogue “afloat.” If you read the

Jewish press and pay attention to what is happening
in the non-Orthodox Jewish community across
America, you find that far too many synagogues
have been closing and/or merging with other
existing synagogues. Usually this has happened
because a congregation is unable to sustain itself
because of the lack of participation in the life of the
synagogue by its membership. We have felt this
painful reality in the Greater Northeast Jewish
Community of Philadelphia, and it is lamentable
that those Jews who do continue to live here do not
feel it necessary to affiliate with any synagogue.
I take great pride in the fact that we have a
dedicated membership which is proud of its history
in this congregation. I am especially overjoyed by
the fact that the leadership and membership of this
synagogue has been so welcoming and receiving of
the many congregations whose lives have been
maintained through those mergers. I know in my
heart that all of us who are a part of the
Congregations of Shaare Shamayim will continue
make sure that this congregation remains a vital and
vibrant part of the Jewish life of Northeast
Philadelphia in the future continuing to add to its
rich and vibrant history in the many years to come.
Now back to Pirkei Avot. Remember and pay
attention to the words of Rabbi Tarfon: although the
task may be great, the reward is bountiful. My hope
and prayer is that I see each of you during these
coming summer months as we go forward from
strength to strength toward the coming New Year of
5779.
With a blessing of peace, I am…
Rabbi Reuben Israel Abraham

The office is now taking membership
payments for next year. Please contact
the office for assistance.

Bring your box tops for education to the Office so we can redeem them!
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Message From Our President
Dear Friends,
On the first day of Shavuot, I
mark the end of my second year as
Congregation President by singing
Haftorah in the Egalitarian service.
It is my third time honored with
this particularly beautiful Haftorah.
How did this tradition happen?
For almost 5 decades, I did not
sing a Haftorah. In fact, I barely
sang anything in public. Too shy!
Certain things can be terrifying, and they
usually relate to some kind of public display.
Arguing a case. Stepping up to the plate. Singing a
solo.
I wasn’t always afraid to sing. There were great
reviews at my Bat Mitzvah. “Great Haftorah”, said
family and friends. Easy, Peasy!
45 years later, I got to sing every Shabbat with
everyone else, but it had been a really long time
since that Bat Mitzvah Haftorah.
Then I heard Eleanor Rubin sing a beautiful
Haftorah. Eleanor, a friend of my mother, had been
active at Beth Emeth. She told me how difficult it
was for her to receive a Jewish education, how
difficult it was that no one cared in those days about
educating a girl. She learned to sing Haftorah late in
her life. She was singing 4 Haftorahs a year with the
help and encouragement of cantor Bitton. “I pick all
the short ones”, Eleanor had told me. Was she being
modest?
Eleanor was awesome! Listening to Eleanor
made me restless and uncomfortable. I wanted to

face my demons and relearn my Bat Mitzvah
Haftorah. I wanted to study the Trop so that I could
sing any Haftorah. Eleanor’s words and actions
removed every excuse I gave myself for not
following through.
A few years later, I did it. Haftorah for my Bat
Mitzvah anniversary, Shavuot, Rosh Hashanah.
Any of them, every year. It is joyful and meaningful
music.
I sing to remind myself of my congregation
family and of my special place here. I sing for my
mom, of blessed memory, who never got to learn a
Haftorah for her Bat Mitzvah. Gertrude Kivitz, of
blessed memory, also liked to sing.
I sing to carry on the tradition of Eleanor Rubin,
of blessed memory, who inspired me to find my
voice.
I will sing for Gerrie Dean, also known as
Gerrie Keller, who passed away recently. Gerrie
was our neighbor and a former congregant. She was
recently appreciated by the Jewish Exponent as
“singer, director, and bandleader”...”active in her
synagogue, the former Congregation Beth
Emeth”...”a mentor and talent scout for area youth”.
Gerrie encouraged this awkward kid to find joy in
her voice!
Finally, I will sing to honor all the brave ladies
of synagogue leadership. Your voices are beautiful!
Fran Gabriel
francesgabriel@comcast.net

Our bookkeeper, Jackie, is
a licensed notary.

JOIN OUR MORNING MINYAN
7 AM MONDAY TO FRIDAY & 8AM
ON SUNDAY

She has graciously offered
her notary services for no
charge to our synagogue
members only.

Student Trips to
Israel

You must call for an appointment in order to
have something notarized. Please call the office
at 215-677-1600.

Do you have a teenager or young adult student
planning a trip to Israel? If so,
contact the shul office. The
Jeffrey Allen Memorial Fund is
set up to help students fund their
trips to Israel.
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9768 Verree Road Philadelphia, PA 19115

215-677-1600

email: office@shaareshamayim.org

Congregations of Shaare Shamayim
www.shaareshamayim.org

Happy Anniversary

The Library Shelf
Usually this time of year I
encourage summer reading.
Our adult cart is available with
newer books as well as some
older goodies. This summer I
would like to encourage our
children’s collection.
Along
with our books on Mitzvot and
areas of our religion and
holidays, we have wonderful non-Jewish books.
There’s Dr. Seuss, Lyle the Crocodile, books by
Mo Williams and more. The list is endless; the
stories are wonderful.
We also received a new shipment of Jewish
themed books including Pickled Watermelon, a
surprise trip to Israel; Pinky Bloom and the Case of
the Missing Kiddush Cup; There was Evening and
There was Morning; The World Needs Beautiful
Things; The Edelweiss Pirates; An Unlikely
Ballerina; Where’s the Potty on the Ark for young
children; All Eyes on Alexandra about a migration
to Israel and more. Come visit! Your children,
grandchildren and, if you are so blessed, your greatgrandchildren will love it. Write your name and
phone number on the card in the back of the book
and place it on my desk. Then you are free to enjoy
it!
Happy Reading!

Omission from May:
5/28 M/M Stanley & Leona Polekoff
6/3 M/M Jerry & Arlene Birk
6/8 M/M Ron & Gita Farbman
6/9 M/M Nathan & Marcie Stone
6/10 M/M Howard & Harriet Malmud
6/11 M/M Michael & Lois Bittman
6/12 M/M Gary & Rosalie Cohen
6/14 M/M Jerry & Hannah Zwerling
6/16 M/M Victor & Shirley Lipsky
6/18 M/M Jerry & Jacqueline Rosenzweig
6/19 M/M Raymond & Beverly Leven
6/19 M/M Roy & Heather Allen
6/19 M/M Howard & Sharon Rovner
6/20 M/M Harold & Sue Rosenthal
6/22 M/M David & Jeanne Seltzer
6/23 M/M Herman & Bernice Delfiner
6/23 M/M Mark & Anna Keller
6/23 M/M Louis & Tammi Lipsky
6/25 M/M Jerry & Roberta Sharf
6/27 D/M Jack & Roberta Rubinlicht
6/27 M/M Barry & Sylvia Kaufman
6/27 M/M Barry Charles & Susan Leiber
6//28 M/M Steven & Linda Korsin
6/29 M/M Barry & Susan Lebowitz
6/29 M/D Alan & Ruth Horwitz
6/29 M/M Sylvan & Mary Ann Kesilman

Rosalie Cohen

Religious School
News

KVELLER KORNER
We invite you to let the office know if you have something to
share that we can include in our monthly newsletter. Please
send happy announcements to Debbie@shaareshamayim.org.
If you have any questions, please contact Debbie in the office.

Mazel Tov to Morris and Rose
Kornsgold on the occasion of
their son, Rabbi Jay M.
Kornsgold being installed as
Secretary of the Rabbinical
Assembly of America.

Our school year ended with several wonderful
learning experiences. In our study of the holiday of
Shavuot, we learned about the Ten Commandments,
specifically the Fifth Commandment: honoring your
father and mother. We read a wonderful book, The
Mother’s Day Mice and drew pictures showing out
appreciation for all our mothers do for us. We also
learned about Israel’s 70th birthday.
Our students wish everyone a safe and happy
summer. They look forward to returning to Religious
School in September.
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A Musical Revue and Tribute of the Show Stopping
Theatrical Songs of the Great White Way…..

Sunday, June 3, 2018 @ 3:30pm
Ticket Prices

Patrons: $118 (includes front reserved seating and dinner)
Premier Reserved: $54
General Reserved: $36
Student: $25 (under age 18)
Sponsored by Congregations of Shaare Shamayim

A Cast of 6 Vocalists and Will Fill Our Stage
and Perform the Wonderful Songs from the
Big Broadway Musicals of the Past and Present.
Tickets are going fast! Call 215.677.1600 to reserve your seats
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Plant some luck and watch it
bloom this Spring by getting

your Lottery Calendar! There’s
still plenty of chances to win!

Only $36 for over 200 chances to win $50-$100!
Your calendar will be personalized with the number you select. If your number (played straight) matches the 3-digit number
drawn at 7:00PM by the Pennsylvania Daily Lottery, you’re a WINNER! The cost of the calendar is $36, and you have a
chance to win as many times as your number is drawn for the whole year!
There’s nothing else for you to do! We will track all winners, and automatically issue checks on a monthly basis. Winning
amounts will be printed on each calendar date. The minimum daily prize will be $50, and once each month the prize will double to $100. Multiple calendars may be purchased. Every calendar sold must have a different number assigned; therefore a separate form will be needed for each.
Valid winning numbers begin January 1, 2018. Calendars may be purchased at any time during the year. The cost will remain
$36 regardless of the date purchased, and eligibility to win begins on the purchase date with no previous winning numbers
awarded retroactively.
These make great gifts, and we encourage you to share this winning opportunity with your friends, family, and co-workers. A
limited number of calendars will be issued, so be sure to get yours now! Please fill out the form below and return it to the CSS
office with your payment. You will be contacted shortly to verify your submission and available number.

Name _____________________________________________________________________________
Email _______________________________________

Phone ______________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Choose three 3-digit numbers in the order of your preference:
Choice 1: ___ ___ ___

Choice 2: ___ ___ ___

Choice 3: ___ ___ ____

___ I prefer to have only a digital calendar sent to my Email address.
___ I prefer a printed calendar and will pick it up at the CSS office.
___ I would like a printed calendar mailed to the above address.
Thanks for your support. We look forward to sending your winning check soon!
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Buy a bulb Challenge
Our Buy A Bulb Campaign is an ongoing effort to replace every lightbulb in the
synagogue with an efficient LED bulb. One generous family will give the synagogue the
amount we will need to change all the lights in the Karff Auditorium if we can get enough
pledges from our congregants to completely convert the Sanctuary to LEDs.
You will find the form needed for the Buy A Bulb Campaign on page 21. Please fill it out
and send it into the office with your check today.
Thank you for supporting our environmental and energy saving initiatives.

New Tax Information:

Individuals age 70.5 and older can transfer as much as $100,000 annually from their traditional IRAs
directly to charity. If married, you and your spouse can give up to $100,000 each from your separate IRAs.
The charitable transfers count as all or part of your required minimum distribution. But unlike other
payouts, you are not taxed on them and they are not added to your adjusted gross income.
Not only did the new tax law keep this tax-saver, but its usefulness increased. Beginning with 2018
returns, many more people will take the larger standard deduction in lieu of itemizing, leading to fewer
filers claiming charitable write-offs on Schedule A. The IRA-to-charity strategy will be a good way to get
tax savings from charitable gifts.
*This is for informational purposes only. You should consult your tax, legal, and accounting advisors before engaging in any
transaction.

Learn the Art of Shotokan Karate

TIMES:

Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7pm to 9pm, starting April 3rd

LOCATION:

Shaare Shamayim: 9768 Verree Road, Philadelphia 19115

COST:

$50 per month. Required uniform: $20.
Take a journey of Mind, Body and Spirit. Classes consist of warm-ups and stretching, self-defense
techniques for men and women, working with partners, learning forms (katas), and light, controlled
sparring. Learn to respect others, refrain from violent behavior, and to endeavor to excel in
whatever you do. And to have fun!
All ages 6 and up are welcome.

CONTACT:

For more information, please contact Sensei Russ at 267-342-4391 or bennybentell@verizon.net
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Hei Graduates
Alex Mizrachi
Simon Mindel
Jared Marney

Confirmands
Mykali Bader
Montara Bader
Reva Mindel
Rachel Bitton

Consecration
Dylan Schiano
Julia Mizrachi
Noah Zwerling

Adult Education
This month we have two special Adult
Education Programs featuring Shaare Shamayim
congregants.
Reserve Thursday, June 7th at 7:00PM for a
presentation by Sondra Schneider. Sondra has
combined her long time fascination with history and
all things Jewish to research the very unique and
extensive relationship between “Lincoln and the
Jews”. Sondra has both an undergraduate degree
and masters degree in English. She taught in
Philadelphia Public Schools and at the graduate
level at Temple University. There is a nominal fee
of $3.00 per person for this session. Although
walk-ins are always welcome, an RSVP would be
appreciated so we know how much food to set out
for our lite refreshments. This sounds like a most
interesting class for all history buffs.
Speaking of history, Dr. Sylvan Kesilman will
be discussing “Franklin D. Roosevelt as a Figure in
American History” on Thursday, June 21st. Dr.
Kesilman received his Ph.D in history from Ohio
State University. For many years he taught history
at both the high school and college level. One of
Sylvan's main interests is American political and
presidential history. Once again there is a $3.00
charge. Lite refreshments will be served and an
RSVP would be appreciated but walk-ins are

welcome to attend. The time for this program will
begin at 8:00PM, following the conclusion of
evening minyan. Refreshments will be available
before the session begins starting at 7:30PM
Rabbi Abraham’s “Crash Course in Jewish
History” is off to a great start. It continues on
Wednesday mornings until June 20th. Coffee, cake
and socializing begins at 10:00AM and class begins
a half hour later, running until 11:30AM. This class
is conducted in the Chapel. Contact Toby Lundy for
further information.
Jack Belitsky's Yiddish class will be ending this
month. He will show the movie Orchestra for
Exiles at the final session. Classes will resume in
the fall. Beginning and Intermediate Hebrew classes
for adults will also be taking a summer hiatus and
then resume in the fall.
Be sure to check the weekly e-mails to see if
any pop-up Adult Education classes are scheduled
for the summer months. Thanks to all of you who
have been supporting the many sessions that we
have had this past year. Remember suggestions for
programs are always welcome.
Denise Ellner
Adult Education Chair

The synagogue has gift cards for supermarkets in the synagogue office.
ShopRite, Acme, Giant

Stop by the office to purchase your cards
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Moe & Dot Davis Cook For A Friend
Mitzvah Garden
Through the concerted effort of volunteers including Jerry Gabriel, Chuck
Dickter, Karen Dickter, Susan Anmuth, our Religious School, Preschool, and
more, we created our very own Mitzvah Garden. During the summer months,
these volunteers diligently planted and cared for various plants and we
collected our crop at the end of the summer including tomatoes, cucumbers,
watermelon, peppers and various spices. Everything we collected was given
to those in need, either in our own congregation or in the larger community.
Despite the cold spring we’ve had, the garden is now open and we need
your help to keep this wonderful program going. Please contact the office to sign up to volunteer.
Donations in support of the garden are always appreciated and can be sent to the Moe and Dot Davis Cook
For a Friend Fund.
Thank you for your support!

Art of the Negev Exhibit
Congregations of Shaare Shamayim is proud to host the Art of the Negev Exhibit. This art exhibit
features work by two artists who live and work in Israel’s northern Negev desert. This is part of an
ongoing program of Israel engagement through the arts through the Jewish Federation of Greater
Philadelphia. The art is displayed in the hallway outside the office. Please stop by to see it!
About the Artists:
Simcha Even-Haim
A creative artist and art instructor born in 1975, Simcha lives with her husband and
children in Yoshviva, a Moshav in Sdot Negev Regional Council. Simcha began her
career as a painter in her late youth when she was wondering about life and its existence.
“The first works were very much influenced by the art [of India] that I absorbed while
traveling there; I was mesmerized by the rich colors...Through the paintings of my face, I
actually reached inside, which brought me back to my roots, to my being Jewish.”
Yafa Dadon
Yafa paints, creates sculptures, and designs. She combines aquarelle paintings, ceramics,
wood, and soft materials. Yafa is resident of the city of Netivot. “My works are inspired by
the desert atmosphere and brings together spirit and material aesthetics and femininity.”
She merges absolute freedom with the breaking of traditions and conventions.
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CSS Kindergarten &
Preschool Graduates
Kindergarten
Mrs. Rebecca Tyer, Mrs. Mira Klein and Mrs. Harriet Sherman
Gabriela Cajuste
Daniel Jacob
Olivia Kurian
Cassidy Pelberg
Alyssa Varghese

Amelia Chernyakhovsky
Selah Jacobson
Sophia Kurian
Lilly Russal
Nevin Varghese

Dea Ismailanji
Stephen Kalathil
Aimee Oyeniyi
Jacob Shefcyk
Andrew Varughese

Four Year Old Classes
Mrs. Michele Crandley, Mrs. Eileen Shapiro and Ms. Angel Fama
Eli Cainas
Averi Levit
James Ritman
Eva Thomas

Angel George
Casey McCarthey
Leighann Sturges

Abel Layton
Diya Patel
Rohitha Sumod

Mrs. Judy Coyne and Mrs. Renee’ Berger
Ethan Cykiert
Penelope Herrera
Yusef Raja
Ethan Yeun

Sofia Dida
Shaurya Patel
Sabrina Rockenbach

Colin Gregg
Sophia Pollock
Penelope Sussman

Mrs. Gail Lipschutz, Mrs. Wendy Miller and Mrs. Louise West
Shreya Bincy
Alayna Carpenter
Brody Freedman
Quinn Kaplan
RJ Moore
Derek Schall
Gavin Chernyakhovsky

Rian Bobrownicki
Micah Chacko
Talyah Hananel
Chesna Lang
Evelyn Panicker
Serena Vania
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Caleb Bridges
Lauren Heller
Sophia Hlat
Leighton McKenna
Maya Russal
Sophia De Castro Rodrigues

RABBI REUBEN ISRAEL ABRAHAM PRESENTS:

“The Spanish-American philosopher George Santayana stated: Those who cannot
remember the past are destined to repeat it.” While this may be true, I have always
wondered what happens to those who do not know the past in the first place?
Replacing the word “past” with the word “history,” I believe that we, the People
Israel, have a rich 4,000 year history that the majority of us do not know let alone
appreciate.
All too often when people hear the word “history,” they break out in a cold sweat.
But it is Jewish History, the history of the People Israel, that has brought me to where
I am today. And I want to share that passion for our People’s history with you, not
by a simple regurgitation of facts, but by a lively give-and-take encounter with what
has shaped our people over four millennia. Please join me in doing so.”

Rabbi Abraham will conduct classes for six enlightening
weeks of discourse.
Wednesdays, May 9th (not on 5-16--N.Y. Trip) thru June 20th
Join us one and all at 10:30 am to 11:30 am in the Chapel.
10 am for coffee and cake.
Cost $12. Sisterhood Donor Credit $2
Please contact Toby Lundy, Religious Chair, for more information
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Preschool Butterfly Garden

mock trip to israel
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Preschool

Our Kindergarten
learned all 50 states
(top), learned to tell
time, and observed a
butterfly garden (left)

The first quarter of the year has passed but there are still plenty of
chances to win. Maybe next month we’ll see YOUR name here!
Call Richard Raisman at 215-450-7461 to see if your number is still
available!

Congrats to our Lottery Calendar Winner in May!

Melissa and Ephraim Salzberg
Debbie Marks
Don Stoltz
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Proudly Supporting and Serving CSS
and its Members

GARY A. KRIMSTOCK,
ESQUIRE
Attorney-at-Law
Phone: 215-893-8722
Fax: 215-893-8719

Email: gkrimstock@finemanlawfirm.com
www.finemanlawfirm.com
Ten Penn Center
1801 Market Street, Suite 1100
Philadelphia, PA 19103

12 Noon to 1:00 p,m. on WWDB 860 AM
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Sisterhood Happenings
It is hard to believe the
2017 – 2018 Sisterhood year is
coming to a close. We have
had so many good times
throughout the year.
Our
meetings
have
all
had
interesting
speakers
or
entertainers. The luncheon,
bingos, tea, New York Show
trips, and membership dinner,
are all done for this year and the donor dinner and
installation will be later this month. However I
would be remiss if I didn’t thank all the members
of the Board for their hard work. They each did
their assigned job efficiently. They made my job
easy and made me look good. I am proud of each
one of you.
Whenever Sisterhood or Congregation have an
event, food is always involved. I have a very
special “kitchen crew” on which I can always rely.
Thank you Denise Ellner, Bobbie Slosberg, Gerry
Zaretsky, Harriet Davis, Zelda Oslon, Jerry Oslon,
Linda Korsin, Nancy Black, Lynn Whitman
Azoulay, Fran Gabriel, Toby Lundy, Rhona Sloan,
Lois Cleghorn, Maria Topel, Gita Farbman and
Shelly Keeny, who does all the shopping. Steve
Albert is the best dish washer I have ever seen.

Sisterhood Calendar 2017 – 2018

*All meetings are held at 7pm unless noted
Board Meetings
Tuesday, June 26, 2018
Special Events
Tuesday, June 5, 2018, Donor Dinner, 6pm
Tuesday, June 12, 2018, Installation, 6pm

Thanks to Ray Poliner, Jerry Gabriel, Barry
Ratmansky and all the others who clean the tables. If
I missed anyone I apologize.
Nothing can be done without the incredible
office staff, Carrie Blasband, Jackie Negron, Perla
Fisher and Debbie Hersh. If you need something,
Jacques is always there to the rescue. The custodial
staff Ralph, young Ralph and Sean are always there
for us, setting up tables, making coffee and cleaning
up after us.
The 2018 – 2019 Sisterhood year is just as full of
activities and trips. Have a safe, enjoyable and
happy summer. Look for our calendar in the fall.
Mindy Poliner
215-676-7716
rlmp7716@yahoo.com

Mitzvah Committee
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
defines food insecurity as a lack of consistent access to
enough food for an active, healthy life. One in five
Philadelphians is considered to be food insecure. You
enable our Congregation to make a difference for many
people.
Please
continue
to
fulfill
the
mitzvah
(commandment) of feeding the poor. The Moe and Dot
Davis Mitzvah Garden will soon be producing healthy
and delicious food for our congregants and neighbors
who suffer from food insecurity. The produce, lovingly
grown, goes a long way to supplement the food that the
Mitzvah Fund provides.
However, the funds you
contribute provide much needed staples and a variety of
foods needed for a balanced diet. Thank you for
performing the mitzvah of providing food.
The Ladies of the Mitzvah Committee

CELEBRATE YOUR NEXT SIMCHA IN YOUR SYNAGOGUE!!
Rent Space for your next private event
Kids parties, bris or baby naming, baby shower, family reunion, formal dinners,
luncheons, banquets, graduation and retirement parties.
Discounts available for CSS members.
Call the office for more information 215-677-1600
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Letter From the Editor
When I first started thinking about what I
wanted to say in this letter, it was still April and the
middle of Passover. The sacrifice of not being able
to eat bread was one of my biggest concerns. It was
also the day of the Passover BBQ and over one
hundred people were going to be at the synagogue
that night.
Of course, I didn't think too much about this.
The last three years of my life have revolved around
organizing and helping at events like this. If you've
ever been involved in planning an event, at your
work or at home, then you know what goes into it...
the last minute push. The crisis that puts everyone
on their toes. The sudden brilliant idea that makes it
all run smoothly. From the outside, I can only
imagine it to look like a giant bee hive, every worker
knowing exactly where to go and what to do. There
are one or two people, the queens, at the center,
directing everything, but for the most part, this is
just another day. Everyone has an idea of what
needs to get done and does it.
I'm going to tell you a secret though. There are
times, just before the event, where someone is
panicking. Whether it's about food or help or
something forgotten, there is that moment of “Oh,
no!”. When I first started working at CSS, I
experienced this feeling more times than I can count.
It's a feeling like quicksand. It was in these
moments, the ones where I thought I would surely
fail, that I saw the true face of our community.
When I needed help, the community came
through. I see it everywhere now. Even when the
pressure is high and tempers run thin, everyone
works together. The truth is we belong to the
synagogue because we care about it. Our volunteers
give hundreds of hours every year to do everything
from preparing Kiddush to making food for
hundreds of people to taking out the trash! Our
congregants come to the office with new ideas and
don't just hope we do it, they help us make it a
reality. Our Board, all volunteers by the way, give
up time and energy that they could spend doing
anything else to direct the future of the synagogue.

It’s all for the future of our community, a future
that will continue to endure as long as we continue
to step up and say, “I want to be a part of this.”
I didn't always know this. I grew up in the
synagogue, though I didn't realize what that meant
until recently. My parents chose Shaare Shamayim
as their synagogue probably before I was born. I
went to Preschool here. I went to Hebrew School
here. I became a Bat Mitzvah here. When I needed
something in my life, the synagogue was here. It
wasn't until I started volunteering and then working
here, though, that I realized just how much of an
impact the synagogue has had on my life and more
importantly, how much of an impact it will have for
the rest of my life.
Now as I move on to Graduate School and who
knows what else, there is one lesson particularly
that I take with me and that is to remember where
you came from, to be connected always to your
roots. One of the synagogue's key missions is to
connect its members to their Jewish roots, it's true,
but I'm also talking about the synagogue itself. It is
one mission I think Shaare Shamayim has
accomplished with flying colors.
When you walk through the halls, you can see
it. Last June we had Congregations of Ner Zedek
join us in a marriage. It was a marriage because
you cannot erase the past, but you can move
forward with history in mind. We pay homage to
the congregations that came before us in every
event, like the honoring our Past Presidents last
December, on every wall with all of our memorial
plaques, and with every word. We will always
remember them. That's why Shaare Shamayim will
always be MY synagogue no matter where life
takes me next.
As I move to the next stage of my life, let me
say, it has truly been my pleasure to work with each
and every one of you. I will see you for the High
Holidays. Have a wonderful summer!
Debbie Hersh
Editor

Condolences

May you be comforted among the other mourners for Zion and Jerusalem.

Condolences are sent to Marilyn Shuben on the loss of her husband, Charles Shuben.
The Congregation mourns long-time member, Rose Ginsberg.
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Men’s Club
Time Out
Please
join
us
Thursday evening, June
7th for our final monthly
Board Meeting of the year
at 7PM.
Our annual closing
event, our Beef & Beer
dinner will be held
on Thursday, June 14th at 6:30PM. Our speaker this
year will be sports writer Mike Kern. Mike is a
Philadelphia Daily News sports columnist. The price
for the dinner is $18.00 for members and their
spouse (per person). Any additional guests are
$20.00 per person. Please come out and join us.
Reservations are required.
Sometime at the end of June or the beginning of
July, we will need help compiling, stuffing, and
sending out our annual Yizkor Book packet to all of
the members of the synagogue. Please keep an eye
on your e-mails as to when we will be meeting to
take on this big task. The more help the better as
this is our biggest fundraiser of the year and we need
to get the mailing out on time.
Wishing everyone a happy, cool, and safe
summer.
Thank you,
Barry Leiber and Howard Rosen
Men's Club Co-Presidents

Bar Mitzvah
Alexander Jacob Mizrachi is the son
of Kristopher and Heather, and brother
of Julia. He is in the seventh grade and
has been attending Hebrew School at
CSS since the third grade.
Alex enjoys socializing with his
friends, playing video games, and
discovering customized cars. He loves
exploring vlogs and creating videos and
photography on social media, and
summers at camp. Alex has a great
sense of humor, and is also very kind and
compassionate. His Mitzvah Project consists of
raising donations for the SPCA for homeless
animals and for The Conservation Fund for a
sustainable planet.
We are so proud of Alex for this wonderful
accomplishment!

Yiddish Group

Men’s Club Calendar 2017 – 2018
Special Events
Thursday, June 14, 2018, Closing Affair: Beef &
Beer, 6:30pm

Announcements
Ruth & Alan Horwitz announce the birth of their
great-granddaughter, Batsheva Horwitz. Proud
parents are Chani & Aaron Dovid Horwitz.
Sylvan & Mary Ann Kesilman announce the Bat
Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Hana Fenzil.

The final session of our Yiddish Group will be
held on Tuesday, June 5th. We will enjoy a light
lunch and a film documentary Orchestra of Exiles.
The true story tells of the rescue of approximately
100 people from Germany, Austria, and Poland
during the 1930s. They arrive in what was then
called Palestine and formed the Palestine
Philharmonic
Orchestra
(now
the
Israel
Philharmonic Orchestra). The first concert in 1936
was conducted by Arturo Toscanini. It is an
amazing story and I hope you will be able to join us.
Our Yiddish Group will be taking a summer
hiatus and will resume Tuesday, October 2, 2018.
Jack Belitsky

Page 19

THE SCROLL
Published September to June
10 Issues
Editor-Emeritus Henry “Hank” Walens
Editor
Debbie Hersh

Appointments Preferred
Phone (215) 659-1610
DR. MARTIN S. HERSH
Surgeon Podiatrist &
Foot Care Specialist
Mon & Tues 1:00 pm-7:00 pm
Thurs 9:00 am-3:00pm

E-mail: hankwalens@aol.com
Debbie@shaareshamayim.org

Wed &Fri 9:00am-4:30pm
Sat 9:00am-11:30 am

Our NEW location is at the Regency Towers

1003 Easton Road, Suite106, Willow Grove, Pa 19090
www.hershpodiatry.com

Congregations of Shaare Shamayim
RESIDENT CATERERS

Barclay Caterers
Food Design by Axelrod
215-612-2837
215-843-2292
10960 Dutton Road
4429 Whitaker Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19154 Philadelphia, PA 19120

ONE CONGREGATION WITH A SERVICE OPTION FOR EVERYONE!
Congregations of Shaare Shamayim is the oldest Traditional Conservative Synagogue in Northeast
Philadelphia. Our families enjoy the options of Traditional, Conservative (women participate on the
bima), and Jr. Congregation Services. We invite you to join us every Shabbat, daven in the service of
your choice, and celebrate Shabbat as a united congregation with a lovely Shabbat Kiddush.
Aliyah and Torah honors are available in either service. Call the synagogue office to arrange an
Aliyah for your upcoming Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Auf Ruf, Baby naming, Yahrzeit, etc.
TRADITIONAL SERVICES
Rabbi Reuben Israel Abraham
Cantor Don Samuels
Mon-Fri mornings 7:00 am
Sat mornings 9:00 am
Sun mornings 8:00 am
Sun-Thur evenings 7:45 pm
Fri & Sat evenings varies with sunset

CONSERVATIVE SERVICES
Rabbi Reuben Israel Abraham
Cantor Michael Bitton
Kabbalat Shabbat Fri evenings 7:45 pm
Sat mornings 9:30 am

JUNIOR CONGREGATION
10:45am
We'd love to see all of our students every Shabbat.
Bagels served at 10:15 am Come and spend
Shabbat with your friends!

Check the Calendar for Candle Lighting Times and Weekly Parasha
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BUY A BULB CAMPAIGN
Light the way for our shul!

Shaare Shamayim is converting all of it’s lights to LED. This is the gift that keeps on giving.
Not only does the synagogue get a rebate from PECO for every LED bulb we buy, but it also uses
half of the electricity and lasts 5 times as long!!
Tu B’shevat celebrates the birthday of the trees but in modern times it also reminds us of the
responsibility we have as custodians of the world. Jewish tradition can help us be shomrei
adamah, guardians of the earth, by encouraging us to take on a new responsibility of
environmental awareness through actions like saving energy and reducing waste.
Name_________________________________________________________
Phone Number_________________________________________________
Amount Enclosed_______________________________________________
Check off the items you would like to purchase—feel free to purchase more than one of each (for
example, Classroom @ $200/bulb).

LED bulbs use up to 80% less
energy than traditional
incandescents
LED bulbs do not emit heat

___Two bulb fixture
___ Four bulb fixture
___Classroom
___Hallway
___Chapel
___Office
___Shevlin Auditorium, 400W bulbs
___Sanctuary, Perimeter Lights
___Sanctuary, one 300W bulb
___Sanctuary, all 300W bulbs
___Karff Auditorium
___Karff Auditorium, 1 chandelier
___Karff Auditorium, large chandelier
___Torah Arks
___Exterior bulb

Please make check payable to Congregations of Shaare Shamayim

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!
Page 21

$18
$36
$200
$200
$300
$1,000
$300
$300
$50
$1,800
$1,500
$100
$250
$100
$50

Donations “In Memory” Gratefully Acknowledged
Note: All donations not listed at the time of publication will be listed in the next edition!

YAHRZEITS
Memory of:
Louis Davidoff
Abraham Weinstock
David Kruger
Sheila Weisser
Sam Azrilian
Sharon Patchefsky
Bella Diamond
Ida Krimstock
Sylvia Soferman
Mark Koza
Isadore Barmat
Ruth Heller
Ida Rubin Bellovin
Joseph Yarczower
Rose Agriss
Leon Agriss
Shirley Brenner
Harry Rosenberg
Joseph Vogel
Rose Goldman
Melvin Binder
David Berstein
Diana Teplitsky
Tillie Rabin
David Goldberg
Samuel Levy
Jerome Pogach
Morris Kesilman
Dorothy Cohen
Ida Lieberman
Maurice Berman
Max Elkitz
Mary Elkitz
Tillie Levy
Tillie Breslau
Nettie Schwartz
Ana Kirsh
Sidney Sussman
Harry Fein
Richard Goldberg
Albert Rabin
Lore Wertheimer
Louis Bromberg
Morris Lermack
Louis Dubrow
Anna Richmond
Gussie Sacks
Betty Berman
Harry Eisenhofer
Harry Oslon
Henry Miller
John Bell
Michael Charles

By:
Hal & Sue Rosenthal
Myrna Weinstock
Neal Kruger
Tobe Dresner
Beatrice Cohen
Myrna Weinstock
Ellen Barish
Gail & Gary Krimstock
Gail & Gary Krimstock
Myriam Rempel
Sonia Racher
Pearl Berman
Marjorie & Ronald Cooper
Arthur & Taffy Yarczower
Don Agriss
Don Agriss
Rosalie & Gary Cohen
Rosalie & Gary Cohen
M/M Warren Vogel
Harriet & Howard Malmud
Rita Abrams
Joseph Berstein
Frances T. Gewertz
Mark Rabin
Beth Goldberg
Florence Bellman
Eleanor & Irving Lerner
Sylvan Kesilman
Goloff Family
Pearl Berman
Gerald Berman
Tobe Dresner
Tobe Dresner
Leatrice Levy
Claudia Wolf
Barry Schwartz
George Kirsh
Lowell & Selma Krawitz
David & Jeaninne Fein
Arlene Goldberg
Mark Rabin
Stuart Wertheimer
Sandree & Sam Savitz
Mindy & Ray Poliner
Selma Dubrow
Michael Richmond
Gail Sacks
Marlene B. Lipschutz
Zelda & Jerry Oslon
Zelda & Jerry Oslon
Sunny Gold
Dr. Robert Bell
Matthew Charles

Harris Levin
Catherine Koff
Joseph Schwed
Sarah Good
Philip Levin
Anne Steinberg
Sylvia Sacks
Jerry Russell
Shirley DelQuadro
Shirley Dashoff
A. Archie Stoltz
Molly Levitsky
Dr. Samuel Burden
Morris Burden
Sheryl Hirsch
Morris Kraft
Lina Rosenzweig
Robert Rosenberg
Beryl Greenberg
Aron Greenberg
Harry Pure
Sadie Koller
Rose Herstein
Robert Rosenberg
Betty Nathan
Morris Kraft
Rita Kanefsky
Sarah Gottleb
Sara Pogach
Jerome Pogach
Sara Schwartz
GENERAL FUND
Marion Kaplan
Marion Kaplan
Marion Kaplan
Marion Kaplan
Marion Kaplan
Marion Kaplan
Marion Kaplan
Cindi L. Haaz

Eleanor Levin
Arthur & Florence Gendler
Eve Schwed
Sheila & Barry Good
Sheila & Barry Good
Ricky Steinberg
Bryna & Arnold Rosenthal
Bryna & Arnold Rosenthal
Nelson DelQuadro
Todd & Joni Dashoff
D/M Don Stoltz
Ellan Levitzky Orkin
Lynne Kramer
Lynne Kramer
Edward Simon
Barbara Kraft
Jacob Kuperman
Shirley Smuckler
Bernie Morrow
Bernie Morrow
Selma Krasner
Charlene Koller
Sidney Robinson
Stanley Smuckler
Charlotte Heiser
Shirley Kraft
Lois Orenstein
Sharon Goldberg
Roberta & Barry Pogach
Roberta & Barry Pogach
Roberta & Barry Pogach

Milton Fleishman
Howard C. Smith
Howard C. Smith
Milton Fleishman
Milton Fleishman

Mindy & Ray Poliner
Susan & Barry Leiber
CSS Men’s Club
Susan Steinberg
Denise Ellner
Joyce & Paul Adelman
Jerry and Rena Frank
Bill Cohen & Family &
Arlene Bush
Shari & David Seltzer
Eleanor G. Kravitz
Grace G. Greenberg
Lynda Myers
Zelda Stern

LIBRARY FUND
Stewart Gruber

Evelyn Litzer

MITZVAH FUND
Carol Snyder
Bernice Rosen
Ruth Levin

Marcia & Sid Weinberg
Marcia & Sid Weinberg
Phyllis & Don Stoltz
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Donations “In Memory” Gratefully Acknowledged
Note: All donations not listed at the time of publication will be listed in the next edition!

Arnold Levin
Elishevah Kaplan
Lester Shubin
Irene Yanovitz
Cindi L. Haaz
Sara Rothberg

Claire Pocrass
Charles & Edith Freeman
Charles & Edith Freeman
Mary Ann & Sylvan Kesilman
Yarczower Family
Rosalyn Goldman

WILLIAM AND LOIS GROSS MEMORIAL FUND
Marion Kaplan
Howard & Bonnie Rosen
Marion Kaplan
Gwen & Jacques Lurie

Frank Weinstock
Arthur & Florence Gendler
Charles & Edith Freeman
Beatrice Eisman
Krimstock Family
Denise Ellner
Ruth Schectman
Florence Brownstein
William Cohen
Claire & Alan Greene
Rita Abrams
Sharan & Sy Ehrlich
Jeanne Kolodner

NEIL WILK SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Mother of Anflick
Family
Shirley, Michele, Billy & Noah
Allen
Shirley, Michele, Billy & Noah SHAVUOT YIZKOR DONATIONS
PASSOVER YIZKOR DONATIONS
Shelli & Ken Krevitz
Rose Oberfeld
Kenneth & Reneé Berger

Donations for “Well Wishes”
Gratefully Acknowledged

Note: All donations not listed at the time of publication will be listed
in the next edition!

GENERAL FUND
Art Loev
Jerry Oslon
Jerry Oslon
MITZVAH FUND
Lynne Kramer
Jerry Oslon

Donations received after the
5th of the previous month will
be in the upcoming Scroll.

Marvin Loev
Barbara Denenberg
Jacob Kuperman

All other donations will appear
in the next edition.

Mindy & Ray Poliner
Jerry & Jacqueline
Rosenzweig

Please understand that it
takes time to process and
mail Scrolls.

WILLIAM AND LOIS GROSS MEMORIAL FUND
Lynne Kramer
Gwen & Jacques Lurie
ESTHER AND MARTIN BURDEN MEMORIAL
FUND
Lynne Kramer
Barbara Kramer
Jerry Oslon
Karen & Kenny Simansky
Lynne Kramer
Karen & Kenny Simansky

Donations Gratefully
Acknowledged

Note: All donations not listed at the time of publication will be listed
in the next edition!

Yahrzeit Plaques
Remember your loved ones with a yahrzeit plaque.
Bronze and Interactive plaques are available.

MITZVAH FUND
Perla Fischer

For more information or to order a plaque,
please call the synagogue office, 215-677-1600
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Donations in Honor Of
SHIRLEY AND MORRIS KRAFT FUND FOR EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Barbara Kraft in honor of her presentation is honored by CSS Sisterhood
Shirley Kraft is honored by Ellen M. Stein
MITZVAH FUND
Cantor Don Samuels is honored by Lynn and Mira Brown
Rabbi Reuben Israel Abraham is honored by Lynn and Mira Brown
MOE & DOT DAVIS – COOK FOR A FRIEND MEMORIAL FUND
Sherri and Jerry Herschfeld in honor of son Ryan’s engagement to Alexandra are honored by Susan and
Harry Schmidt
WILLIAM AND LOIS GROSS MEMORIAL FUND
Harriet Davis in honor of grandson’s Bar Mitzvah is honored by Gwen and Jacques Lurie
NEIL WILK SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Sharon and Neil Friedman in honor of marriage of their children are honored by Michele, Billy and Noah
Eileen and Glen Middleman in honor of marriage of their children are honored by Michele, Billy and Noah
Mr. and Mrs. Levy in honor of marriage of their children are honored by Michele, Billy and Noah Wilk

Happy Birthday
6/1 Steven Greene
6/2 Tatiana Levi
6/2 Jacob Shefcyk
6/2 Pearl Berman
6/2 Sheila Good
6/3 Martin Hersh
6/4 Nancy Greenstein
6/4 Geraldine Zaretsky
6/4 Mark Cohen
6/4 Nathan Stone
6/5 Bella Tugendreich
6/5 David Schlesinger
6/5 Raymond Leven
6/5 Shirley Weiss
6/5 Ina Shafrin
6/5 Jana Swartz
6/6 Richard Rubin
6/7 Harry Epstein
6/7 Rose Zoll
6/7 Sue Rosenthal
6/8 Steven Silverman
6/9 Stacy Pasceri
6/9 Roy Allen
6/9 Sol Spillerman
6/10 Kenneth Berger
6/10 Stanley Berkowitz
6/10 Roberta Sharf

6/10 Barry Pogach
6/10 Jonathan Saidel
6/11 Sam Friedman
6/11 Marvin Abrams
6/11 Bonnie Rosen
6/12 Mitch Birnbaum
6/12 Barry Ratmansky
6/13 Burton Benenson
6/13 Kenny Simansky
6/13 Jerry Gabriel
6/14 Irving Lerner
6/15 Vivian Swartz
6/15 Naomi Jarefsky
6/15 Robert Heller
6/16 David Seltzer
6/16 Erica Bell
6/17 Harvey Cohen
6/18 Terrie Bass
6/18 Helene Klotzman
6/19 Alla Golant
6/20 Arlene Dubow
6/20 Herman Frankel
6/21 Norman Neifeld
6/23 Edith Birger
6/23 Alan Horwitz
6/25 Rhoda Sue Schulman
6/26 Ela Britchkow
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6/26 Irving Goldberg
6/26 Jerrold Epstein
6/26 Charles Shestack
6/26 Ronni Birnbaum
6/26 Kate Rosenzweig
6/27 Joseph Solomon
6/28 Eric Ross
6/28 Arne Jarefsky
6/28 Mark Glickman
6/29 Martin Taflin
6/29 Heather Allen
6/30 Marilyn Eilberg

Preschool Press
Congratulations to our very accomplished
Pre-kindergarten and Kindergarten graduates! We
were so privileged to have the opportunity to
provide them a strong educational foundation for
them to build upon as they venture toward the next
step in their educational journey. Their new
teachers will be fortunate to receive our students in
their classrooms! They were embraced by the
phenomenal teaching staff who not only stimulated
them with the joy of discovery and exploration, but
also connected them with Jewish values, traditions,
performance of mitzvot, and the gift of Shabbat
every Friday.
The sport of football was used as a teaching
tool this year. Eagles spirit was infectious. The
children learned the Eagles fight song, wore green,
and proudly wore their Eagles t-shirts. Supporting
our home team in their victory race assisted us to
instill further lessons on teamwork, the power of
ONE, self determination, focus, personal
responsibility, following directions, appreciating
the work of others, and not quitting. The children
also learned about teamwork and the power of
“believing in yourself,” when The Eagles won the
Super Bowl this year! The staff explained that
most people thought that other teams were better.
The Eagles pushed even harder to accomplish their
goal. The children learned even more about the
“power” they hold when they believe in
themselves. They really understood the value and
importance of team work through-out the Super

Bowl process and how every person is so important
to reach the goal. The lessons were continually
reinforced and the Eagles win certainly cemented
these lessons for the children to incorporate daily.
In this issue, you will see some of our photos
depicting our Yom Ha’atzmaut celebration, Book
Fair, Butterfly Metamorphosis project, and assorted
classroom activities.
We are feeling a bit bittersweet, as we prepare
for graduation, as always. We have prepared our
graduates very well for their next educational
adventure. They will shine in their new classrooms
as inquisitive, curious, accomplished, experimental,
self assured, and confident lifelong learners. They
have the good values acquired here to be little
people with kindness in their hearts and compassion
for others. They know that they can make this
world a better place by performing one good deed
at a time. They know that the belief in the power of
ONE, can make a difference. We are so very proud
of them. As Dr. Seuss wrote in Oh, The Places
You”ll Go, “You have brains in your head you
have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself any
direction you choose.” ― They will be missed and
their families will be missed.
Have a fabulous memory making summer!!
Sherri Herschfeld
Preschool Director

KNITTERS
GROUP
Led by Pitzie Linsky

Meeting Every 1st Tuesday at KleinLife
Rhawnhurst
And 3rd Tuesday at CSS 1PM to 2PM
Light Refreshments served. For more
information, please contact CSS at 215-6771600 or the Northeast NORC at 215-320-0351
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CAROL KESSLER SERVICES
PRACTICAL NURSE, NANNY,
INFANT TO ADULT CARE

LAND VALUES ARE
INCREASING!
Over the past 20 years, values of
grave plots have risen from low
hundreds to the low to mid
thousands and will continue to
rise.
Sites are now available in the
headstone area, Section H (near
Bristol Road) at:
King David Memorial Park
3594 Bristol Road
Bensalem, PA 19020

*Costs for members
through CSS are:
$750 for a single grave
$1400 for a double grave
$2800 for a plot of four
graves
*Costs for non-members through
CSS are:
$1000 for a single grave
$2000 for a double grave
$3500 for a plot of four graves

For further information contact:
Jacques Lurie 215-677-1600
*does not include perpetual care costs

CONGREGATIONS OF SHAARE SHAMAYIM ENCOURAGES YOU TO PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISING
SPONSORS
Page 27

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Congregations of Shaare Shamayim
9768 Verree Road
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19115
215-677-1600 Fax: 215-677-4209
E-mail: Office@Shaareshamayim.org
Website: www.shaareshamayim.org
Preschool Phone: 215-673-2323
Preschool E-mail: Preschool@Shaareshamayim.org
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Fri 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Our Clergy:
Rabbi
Rabbi Emeritus
Cantor
Associate Cantor

Reuben Israel Abraham
Arnold H. Feldman
Don C. Samuels
Michael Bitton

Our Leadership:
President
Exec. Vice President

Fran Gabriel
Linda Korsin

Our Staff:
Executive Director
Religious School Director
Preschool Director

Jacques A. Lurie
Jacques A. Lurie
Sherri Herschfeld

TIME VALUED DATED MATERIAL

The Israel Scouts
Wednesday, August 8
at 5:30pm

“Pay as you wish” pasta dinner & performance
Plenty of audience participation and
fun for all ages.

The Israel Scouts performance is co-sponsored by
Kraus Pearlstein Lodge #8 of Brith Sholom and

RSVP is Required

