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Interactive Yahrzeit Memorial Board: Join us as we unveil this new 
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and more. 

Selichot with Rabbi Dan and Rabbi Abraham: Enjoy an            
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Selichot Service: Join the Selichot service at 10pm with prayers to help prepare us for the High Holidays. 
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 I am often asked questions 
about the various Jewish 
holidays, their meanings and 
their observances.  As we are 
nearing the High Holidays, I 
thought I would use this 
monthôs Scroll article to list 
each holiday through 
December, the date on which 

each one will be celebrated this year, and a 
synopsis of its meaning.  Next month, I will do 
the same with all of the holidays that occur 
beginning in January. 
 Rosh HaShannah begins the evening of 
September 20 and goes through September 22.  
This is the Jewish New Year and, according to 
the Tradition, the birth of the world.  On these 
two days one is forbidden to work, or do many 
of the prohibitions connected with Shabbat. 
 Tzom Gedalia (September 24) is usually the 
day after Rosh HaShannah.  This minor fast day 
is postponed this year because the day after 
Rosh HaShannah is Shabbat.  It commemorates 
the assassination of Gedalia, the governor of 
Judah.  His assassination began events that led 
to the destruction of the First Temple and the 
first exile from the land of Israel. 
 Yom Kippur begins the evening of 
September 29 and goes through September 30.  
Rosh HaShannah and Yom Kippur are called 
Yamim Noraiim (the Days of Awe).  During the 
ten days from Rosh HaShannah through Yom 
Kippur, one is to be in contemplation of oneôs 
deeds, both good and bad, and apologize to 
those people whom we have offended or hurt in 
the past year.  On Yom Kippur, we come to 
synagogue to ask God for forgiveness of our 
misdeeds (please note: we are supposed to ask 
forgiveness of other people BEFORE we can 
ask God for forgiveness).  On Yom Kippur, we 
refrain from eating (unless we are medically 
compelled to eat), intimate relations, and 
bathing, in addition to the normal prohibitions 
of major holidays. 
 Sukkot begins the evening of October 4 and 
ends October 13.  Sukkot is one of two eight 

RABBIõS STUDY 
day holidays (the other being Passover) that has 
the first two days and the last two days as yontiff 
(days where work is prohibited as well as all the 
other holiday prohibitions) but intermediate days 
(called Chol Haômoed) during which the things 
that are prohibited are permitted.  Sukkot is also 
the first of the Shloshah Regalim (three harvest 
days), the other two being Passover and Shavuot.  
Like those holidays, it also has a connection to 
the Exodus from Egypt.  It is customary to build 
a Sukkah (a hut) in oneôs yard and eat all meals 
there and, weather permitting, sleep in the 
Sukkah as well.  Sukkot ends with the last two 
days not only being yontiff, but being their own 
individual holidays as well.  The first, Shimini 
Atzeret (8th day of Assembly) has a beautiful 
idea attached to it.  Sukkot is a joyous, happy 
holiday.  According to the tradition, during 
Shimini Atzeret, God says to us, ñI have had so 
much fun with you during Sukkot.  Please stay a 
little longer.ò  The second holiday is called 
Simchat Torah.  During Simchat Torah, we 
celebrate finishing the reading of the Torah and 
beginning all over again. 
 Chanukah is December 12 through December 
20.  This holiday, although a minor holiday in 
Judaism, is about much more than oil lasting for 
eight days.  The word Chanukah means 
ñdedicationò and it refers to rededicating the 
Temple after a terrible war.  The incredible 
victory of the Maccabbees and the freedom to be 
Jews in our own land has as much resonance 
today as it did then, and that is the true 
celebration. 
 Asara BôTevet is on December 28.  The tenth 
day of the month of Tevet is a minor fast day that 
remembers the siege of the Babylonians against 
Jerusalem, another event that led to the 
destruction of the First Temple. 
 As always, if you have any questions about 
any of these holidays, please donôt hesitate to 
contact me!  I wish you all a joyous and good 
New Year. 
 
Rabbi Dan 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Dear Friends,  
 The summer is flying 
by.  Jerry and I have returned 
from our summer travel in Great 
Britain.  As always, there were 
many things to explore and to 
learn, from London's outstanding 
Holocaust exhibit to York's      
evidence of Britain's early       

anti-Semitic history.  History shows us that we 
cannot take for granted our right to live as 
Jews.  It is great to be home at CSS! 
 Now, back to the business and the              
excitement of the upcoming New Year!   
 To all of our new and returning members, 
thank you so much for being part of the CSS 
family.  We are here for you.  Our outstanding 
clergy, our dedicated staff, and unparalleled 
corps of volunteers are working to make 5778 an 
inspirational, meaningful, fun, and beautiful 
year. 
 You will find the holiday ritual and services 
schedule in this issue of the Scroll. Please call 
the office with any questions. 
 Regarding our clergy, recall that this year, 
our own Rabbi Daniel Wolpe has been appointed 
Senior Rabbi of CSS.  Rabbi Wolpe will contin-
ue to lead our holiday Egalitarian services with 
Cantor Michael Bitton.  We welcome Rabbi 
Reuben Israel Abraham, our newly appointed 
Associate Rabbi.  Rabbi Abraham will lead our 
holiday Traditional services with Cantor Don 
Samuels. 
 As in recent years, you will receive a great 

calendar of events on your seat at High         
Holidays.  This is an essential reference for the 
many events, services, and classes already 
scheduled for the coming year.  Yom Kippur 
brings the annually updated Yizkor memorial 
book dedicated to our loved ones. 
 For those who want to help our community 
this holiday, please consider the following 
checklist: 

¶ Rent parking for the holiday 

¶ Place your personal Holiday greeting in the 
calendar 

¶ Get an ad from your favorite store or service 
provider for the calendar 

¶ Pay dues 

¶ Pledge and donate 

¶ Support our holiday events: Yom Kippur 
Break the Fast, Sukkot Luncheon, Steak in 
the Sukkah and more 

 May we all be blessed with peace and health 
in the New Year.  Jerry and I look forward to 
greeting everyone at services this year. 
Shana Tova, 
 
Fran Gabriel 
President 

Our college students receive packages from us 
several times a year.  Itôs a 
wonderful way to let them know 
they are still connected to their 
Jewish community while they are 
away from home.  This project is 
supported by the William and 
Lois Gross Memorial Fund and 

COLLEGE OUTREACH 

the Sisterhoodôs Barbara Dratch Fund. 
Be sure that we have their current mailing and 

email addresses.  Send the information to 
gwenlurie@aol.com. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS 

Shelli Keeny announces the birth of her granddaughter, Harper Joey Coates.  Proud parents are 
Rachel & Frances Coates. 
Helen & Sheldon Stein announce the marriage of their granddaughter, Ashley Cole to Michael 
Occhiogrossa. 

WELCOME RABBI ABRAHAM 

 Congregations of 
Shaare Shamayim is 
excited to welcome Rabbi 
Reuben Israel Abraham as 
our Associate Rabbi. Rabbi 
Abraham came to join our 
congregation from the 
Congregations of Ner 
Zedek where he served as 
Rabbi for over 18 years. 
He joined our Traditional 

service and immediately became a fixture on the 
bima. 
 ñAs a new congregant, he attended the 
Traditional service where he quickly felt 
comfortable ï everyone was so welcoming ï so 
he became a regular at Minyan and on Shabbat,ò 
says Congregation President Fran Gabriel. 
ñRabbi Abraham has an outstanding background 
of service to our country and to the Jewish 
community. A retired military chaplain and 
officer, he has long been committed to the 
families of Northeast Philadelphia.ò 
 After various positions in the professional 
world, Rabbi Abraham was ordained in 1992. In 

addition to his position as Rabbi of Ner Zedek, 
Rabbi Abraham has also served as the Rabbi 
Chaplain in the Pastoral Care Department of the 
Holy Redeemer Health System for over 25 
years working in acute and elder care and he 
served in the United States Navy for 25 years 
and retired from the Navy in 2012.  Rabbi 
Abraham and his wife, Jennifer, have three 
children and five grandchildren. 
 ñI am very excited to be working with 
Rabbi Abraham,ò Senior Rabbi Dan Wolpe told 
us. ñHis love of Yiddishkeit, his gentle humor, 
and his kindness is evident in every interaction. 
He will be a wonderful addition to the Clergy.ò 
 Rabbi Abraham is excited to be joining our 
congregation, greeting the many familiar faces 
and getting to know everyone better. As he has 
said, "'Mah Tovu!' How good it is that I have 
been so warmly and graciously received by new 
family and friends here at CSS. I feel truly 
blessed!" 
 
The Editor 

 The days are growing shorter; the nights   
longer; itôs September and the hint of fall is in the 
air.  That means that school, secular and religious, 
will be starting.  We look forward to a great year 
of much learning, many meaningful   programs 
and activities, making new friends and seeing old 
ones.  We shall study Shabbat, holidays, festivals, 
Israel and more while continuing to learn and im-
prove our Hebrew reading skills. 
 Religious School will begin on Sunday,     
September 10th.  Thereôs still time to register your 

child!  Contact the synagogue office for more       
information. 
 Thanks to everyone who continues to encourage 
and support our students.  Special appreciation to 
our PTA for all they do. 
 Shana Tovahðour teachers and students wish 
everyone a sweet, healthy, and happy New Year! 
 
Jack Belitsky 
Religious School Faculty 
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HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE  

SERVICES AND CANDLE LIGHTING 5778  
 
Sat. Sept. 16     Selichot         10:00pm 
 

Rosh Hashana  
Wed. Sept. 20    Candle Lighting       6:42pm 
       Mincha/Maôariv       6:40pm 
 

Thurs. Sept. 21    Shacharit         8:00am 
       Shofar Blowing       approx. 10:20am 
       Tashlich Reception      4:15pm 

 At Home of Marlene Markowitz & Randi Freeman 
       Mincha/Maôariv       6:40pm 
       Candle Lighting       after 7:44pm 
 

Fri. Sept. 22     Shacharit         8:00am 
       Shofar Blowing       approx. 10:20am 
       Candle Lighting       6:39pm 
       Kabbalat Shabbat (Traditional)   6:40pm 
       Kabbalat Shabbat (Egalitarian)  7:45pm 
 

Shabbat Shuvah  
Sat. Sept. 23     Shacharit (Traditional)     9:00am 
       Shacharit (Egalitarian)     9:30am 
       Mincha/Maôariv       6:50pm  
       Havdala         7:40pm 
 

Fast of Gedaliah  
Sun. Sept. 24  Shacharit         8:00am 
       Maôariv         7:45pm 
 

Yom Kippur  
Fri. Sept. 29     Shacharit         7:00am 
       Mincha         1:30pm 

 Candle Lighting       6:28pm 
       Kol Nidre         6:20pm 
 

Sat. Sept. 30     Shacharit         9:00am 
       Yizkor          approx. 11:30am 
       Mincha         4:30pm 
       Neilah         6:00pm 

 Shofar Blowing       7:30pm 
Sukkot  

Wed. Oct. 4     Candle Lighting       6:19pm 
       Mincha/Maôariv (Traditional)   6:20pm 
       Maôariv (Egalitarian)      7:45pm 
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HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE  
SERVICES AND CANDLE LIGHTING 5778  

 

Thurs. Oct. 5      Shacharit (Traditional)    9:00am 
        Shacharit (Egalitarian)    9:30am 
        Mincha/Maôariv (Traditional)  6:30pm 
        Maôariv (Egalitarian)     7:45pm 
        Candle Lighting      7:15pm 
 

Fri. Oct. 6      Shacharit (Traditional)    9:00am 
        Shacharit (Egalitarian)    9:30am 
        Candle Lighting      6:16pm 
        Kabbalat Shabbat (Traditional)  6:20pm 
        Kabbalat Shabbat (Egalitarian) 7:45pm 
 

Shabbat Chol Hamoed  
Sat. Oct. 7      Shacharit (Traditional)    9:00am 
        Shacharit (Egalitarian)    9:30am 
        Mincha/Maôariv      6:25pm      
        Havdala        7:18pm 
 

Hoshana Rabbah  

Wed. Oct. 11      Shacharit        7:00am 
        Candle Lighting      6:08pm 
        Mincha/Maôariv (Traditional)  6:10pm 
        Mincha/Maôariv (Egalitarian)  7:45pm 
 

Shemini Atzeret  

Thurs. Oct. 12     Shacharit (Traditional)    9:00am 
        Shacharit (Egalitarian)    9:30am 
        Yizkor (Traditional)     approx. 10:30am 
        Yizkor (Egalitarian)     approx. 11:00am 
        Mincha        5:45pm 
        Reception       6:00pm 
        Maôariv and Hakafot     7:00pm 
        Candle Lighting      7:05pm 
 

Simchat Torah  

Fri. Oct. 13      Shacharit (Traditional)    9:00am 
        Shacharit (Egalitarian)    9:30am 
        Hakafot (Traditional)    approx. 10:00am 
        Hakafot (Egalitarian)    approx. 10:30am 
        Candle Lighting      6:05pm 
        Kabbalat Shabbat (Traditional)  6:10pm 
        Kabbalat Shabbat (Egalitarian) 7:45pm 
 

* All times listed are for both services unless otherwise noted. 
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Bring your box tops for education to the Office so we can redeem them! 

About the High Holidays at CSS 
�@�� All members in good standing will receive tickets in the mail shortly before the holidays. 

�@�� We offer reserved seating in both Traditional and Egalitarian services.  Need to choose or change 
your seat for the holidays?  Call the office and we would be happy to help you. 

�@�� Aliyahs and honors for the holiday are available.  For an honor, please contact the office ASAP. 

�@�� Babysitting is available for children between the ages of 2 and 5 years old.  There is a charge of $5 
per child, per day.  Please make a reservation for your child or grandchild prior to the holidays. 

�@�� Guest Tickets are available for purchase.  Please contact the office for more information. 

�@�� We offer a Break the Fast following Yom Kippur Services.  Cost will be $27.50 per person.  Please 
make your reservation before the holidays. 

�@�� A handicap entrance is available for use on the right side of the building.  For other accessibility 
needs, please contact the office. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.shaareshamayim.org/holidays 

�:�H�µ�U�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���6�X�N�N�D�K���%�X�L�O�G�H�U�V���W�R���K�H�O�S���R�X�U���&�6�6���0�H�Q�µ�V��
�&�O�X�E���D�Q�G���3�7�$���S�X�W���X�S���R�X�U���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���6�X�N�N�D�K������ 

�1�R���(�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���1�H�H�G�H�G������ 

�6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���������D�W�����������D�P 
�4�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�"���3�O�H�D�V�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H���D�W��������-������ -��������  

Bon Appetit 
Come see Julia Child 

  As portrayed by the fabulous Linda Kenyon! 

Sisterhood of CSS invites you to our Opening Luncheon!  
Wednesday, October 18 th at 1:00  

Everyone is welcome! Just $20.00 per person for a      
delicious salmon lunch & the show.    

RSVP (absolutely required for this event)  
by October 11 th. 


