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New Member Meet & Greet 
By Talia Metson 

 

A “Meet & Greet” event was held on Sunday 
evening, January 29

th
, to welcome new mem-

bers to the HIWP community.  Close to 100 
people were in attendance, including individu-
als and families who moved into the community 
over the last three years and members of the 
Hebrew Institute Board of Directors and their 
families. 
 
Dinner was followed by short introductions 
from Talia Metson (event organizer), Rabbi 
Marder, Rabbanit Atara Lindenbaum, Noam 
and Devorah Lubofsky (Youth Directors), Re-
becca Amaru (Programming Officer), Dan 
Steinhauer (HIWP Bulletin editor), and Jamie 
Schneider Schwartz (on behalf of Tot Shab-
bat). Children then went downstairs for games 
run by Noam, Devorah and a few youth lead-
ers. 
 
For the adults, Talia and her son Daniel led 
some amusing ice-breakers. First a speed da-
ting exercise, with participants sharing their 
nighttime routines, embarrassing stories and 
career wishes. Then breaking into smaller 
groups to write and present haikus about the 
Hebrew Institute.  There was much enthusi-
asm; a great deal of fun was had by all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Continue on page 12 

It’s Gala Time! 
 

We’re excited to be getting ready for this year’s Gala! 
The Hebrew Institute of White Plains will be honoring 
outgoing Co-Presidents Shira Goldman and David 
Worenklein at our upcoming annual Gala, to be held on 
Sunday evening, April 30th, at our renovated shul build-
ing. The event will provide an opportunity to celebrate 
Shira’s and David’s tremendous leadership and tireless 
efforts on behalf of us all. 
 
Shira and David have given their time and energy to our 
community for years, most recently serving as leaders 
through a demanding, complex time. In partnership with 
dedicated committees and individuals, they shepherded 
the shul back into the building, supported the reopening 
of the Thrift Shop, brought in a nursery school tenant, 
and helped bring Rabbanit Atara Lindenbaum onto our 
religious leadership team. They continue to be involved 
with completion of outstanding construction items, es-
tablishing new catering and kiddush protocols, and fur-
nishing and beautifying our building spaces. These are 
just some highlights of their contributions to the commu-
nity. Their daily, behind-the-scenes work has been far-
reaching, focusing on every aspect of HIWP’s current 
and long-term needs. 
 
As we come together to honor these outstanding lead-
ers and beloved community members, we invite you to 
join us in expressing appreciation for their many contri-
butions to the Hebrew Institute of White Plains. Their 
legacy will be felt for many years to come, and we look 
forward to celebrating their achievements with our en-
tire community. 
 
Please visit our Gala web page at https://www.hiwp.org/
hiwp-gala-2023.html for more information and to re-
serve your spot. 

https://www.hiwp.org/hiwp-gala-2023.html
https://www.hiwp.org/hiwp-gala-2023.html
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Who is on our minds during Purim, Pesach, 

Shabbos, or in the middle of the week? 

 

In my recent drashah on parshat Mishpatim, I discussed 

the shift in tone within that Torah portion.  The first half pre-

sents elements of tort and criminal law. It makes clear that 

every citizen of the newly founded nation has responsibili-

ties to protect his fellow citizens from any harm he might 

cause, with his hands, with his ox, or any other way. If 

someone causes harm, he is held accountable.  A few 

verses later, the Torah talks in a different voice about the 

stranger, the widow, the orphan, and the destitute.  The To-

rah warns against oppression and causing suffering of any 

kind to those people.  If that occurs, God will hear their 

cries and the sword will come upon the nation with great 

suffering. The focus here shifts from the individual’s re-

sponsibility to the nation’s. 

 

The interpretation I offered was this: While the Torah as-

serts that a religious society is built on a foundation of per-

sonal responsibility for one’s actions, it makes clear that the 

society is judged on how it relates to the most vulnera-

ble (the same assertion as made by Harry Truman, Pearl 

Buck and other modern public figures). Indeed, the warn-

ings against oppressing the vulnerable, and the judgment 

on society for doing so, are a recurring theme in the Torah 

and into the Prophets.  Of course, we stand firmly against 

such negative behavior. 

 

Yet the Torah’s expectation is for a decidedly more active 

stance, not simply doing no harm to the one who comes 

from the outside (the stranger), the one who is on their own 

in life (the widow and orphan), the one who is not blessed 
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with sufficient material possessions (the poor). The Torah makes it 

clearest in parshat Re’eh that much more is expected of us. When 

we gather for celebrations in life, we are called upon to do so with 

all members of society – in addition to our own family, we must in-

clude all those, as listed above, who might not have such people 

in their lives. 

 

This is not about rachmanus, compassion. It is a call to see 

everyone in their fullness, as the full people who they are. 

 

What does this mean for you and me? It means that every person 

is on our radar when we are making plans for a Shabbos meal, or 

a Purim Seudah, or the Seder.  Or, in the middle of the week, 

picking up the phone for a friendly conversation about how the 

week is going.  Or at Kiddush, inquiring of people how they view 

the latest happenings in the world. 

 

Societies are judged on their treatment of the vulnerable. Socie-

ties are holy - and whole - when every part of the society is inte-

grated into the pulse of life.  As good as we may be at this, we can 

do it better.  Make the call. Extend the invite. Share life together.  

 

Wishing you all a joyous season of celebrations ahead, 

 

Rabbi Chaim Marder 
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The holiday of Purim, which is soon 

approaching, is a time for us to celebrate 

the triumph of good over evil. It is a time 

for us to remember the bravery and 

heroism of Queen Esther, and to reflect on 

the importance of standing up for what is 

right, even when doing so is difficult. As 

we prepare to celebrate this joyous 

holiday, we want to take a moment to 

reflect on the significance of Purim for our 

community—because a key part of the 

Purim story is a reminder of 

the importance of community. 

 

Esther was able to save her 

people through her courage 

and faith, but she was also 

supported by a network of 

friends and allies who stood 

by her side. In many ways, 

our own community embodies this spirit of 

collaboration and mutual support. We 

come together to celebrate our shared 

history, support one another in times of 

need, and always work towards building 

an even brighter future. 

 

Central to Purim is the reading of Megillat 

Esther. Through powerful storytelling, the 

Megillah helps us pass down our 

communal narratives from generation to 

generation. Mishloach manot, another core 

element of Purim, allows us to express our 

love and appreciation for one another, and 

strengthen the bonds of community. Through 

giving and receiving gifts of food, we are 

reminded of the importance of kindness, 

generosity, and compassion. 

 

This year, as we celebrate Purim, we 

encourage you to reflect on ways you might 

help strengthen our community. Whether 

through volunteering time, supporting those 

in need, or simply reaching out to someone 

who may be feeling isolated, we all have the 

power to make a difference in the 

lives of those around us. 

 

We also want to express our 

deep appreciation to all of you in 

our HIWP community who make 

it the singular, incredibly special 

kehilla that we love so much. It is 

through our ongoing collective 

efforts that we maintain a warm and 

welcoming environment for all who seek to 

join us. And it is our shared commitment to 

one another and to living a strong Jewish life 

that propels us forward with hope and 

optimism. 

 

We wish you all a joyous and meaningful 

Purim, and we look forward to celebrating 

many wonderful times together in the months 

and years to come! 

 
Shira Goldman and David Worenklein 
Co-Presidents 

A Message from Our Co–Presidents 

Shira Goldman and David Worenklein 
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In this context, mishloach manot are like a 

remedy or tikkun for those messengers. On 

Purim, we do not just celebrate by eating 

and remembering the miracle, but by active-

ly sewing and weaving a society that oper-

ates differently than in the times of the Me-

gillah. We go from door to door, spreading 

love and care for one another, bringing 

treats and expecting nothing in return. Our 

footsteps (and car mileage) drown out the 

memories of those awful messengers in the 

megillah. 

 

Purim day is busy; there are mitzvot hayom 

- obligations of the day - such as hearing the 

megillah, eating a seudah, and giving gifts to 

the needy. The basic requirement for 

mishloach manot is to give two types of food 

to one person. However, many of us, espe-

cially children, enjoy providing mishloach 

manot to larger groups of friends and family. 

 

I like to ask myself and my family a ques-

tion: “How can we use our mishloach manot 

to increase the bonds of friendship in our 

lives and community?” We look at maps of 

our neighborhood and think about where we 

can push to strengthen, create, and in-

crease connection to those around us. For 

example, one year we decided to include 

our local pediatrician’s office, which has now 

become a yearly tradition. May the connec-

tions we draw and strengthen this year be 

sweet, powerful, and long-lasting. 

A concept called “mental mapping” was popu-

larized by Urban Planner and Professor Kevin 

Lynch (1918-1984). Mental mapping looks at 

cities and urban landscapes through the lens of 

human use and perception. Prof. Lynch would 

famously ask individuals to draw up rough 

maps of their cities; through these, he noticed 

that people experience and perceive the space 

they occupy in differing ways. Neighbors might 

identify different spaces as the “center of town,” 

for example. We have our own familiarities with 

different parts of our municipality, and we each 

create our own familiar pathways through it. 

 

I like to think about mishloach manot through 

the lens of mental mapping. Mishloach manot 

differs from matanot l’evyonim - gifts to the 

poor. Mishloach manot can be given even to 

wealthy people, since the goal is not one of 

charity but rather to increase bonds of joy and 

friendship. When we deliver mishloach manot, 

we are drawing our own mental maps that de-

pict bonds of friendship, love, and sharing. 

 

In Megillat Esther, Haman and Achashveirosh 

send out messages of hate and destruction to 

the entire empire. Messengers went to each 

house, knocking on each door, announcing that 

the Jewish people must be destroyed. Esther 

and Mordechai, for self-protection, had to simi-

larly dispatch messengers giving Jews full per-

mission to fight back and defeat their enemies. 

 

 

 

Reflections From Rabbanit Atara Lindenbaum 
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 A Message from the Youth Directors 

Devora & Noam 
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Meet the B’Nai Mitzvah 

Ori Romm 
 
Ori Romm became a Bar Mitz-
vah this past Hoshana Raba 
(October 16, 2022). Ori cele-
brated his Bar Mitzvah at the 
Terasa restaurant in Jerusalem, 
overlooking the walls of the Old 
City. Many friends from HIWP 
celebrated with him, including 
the Kahn, Rosenstock, Heilman, and Rosen-
berg families, as well as several HIWP teens 
studying in Israel for the year.  
 
Ori is a fixture at HIWP. You can usually find 
him leading the Hashkama minyan as gabbai, 
layning at Teen Minyan or in the main minyan, 
leading youth groups, or playing basketball out-
side. Ori has also been instrumental in the func-
tioning of the shul, either with helping to put up 
a Sukkah or installing playground flooring or 
moving furniture after Shacharit on Sunday. Ori 
is a smart, talented, enthusiastic ben Torah and 
is a role model for the younger kids in shul. At 
Westchester Day School, Ori eagerly signs up 
to read Torah on a regular basis and is a model 
of both derech eretz and Torah. 
 
To celebrate his Bar Mitzvah, Ori teamed up 
with Pantry Packers to organize a donation 
campaign to help provide food to Israelis in 
need. While his original modest goal was to 
raise $613, he wound up raising over $3600, 
going a long way to help ensure that no Israeli 
goes hungry. While Ori was in Israel, he visited 
the Pantry Packer's packing facility in Jerusa-
lem, and the extended Romm family helped him 
pack and label lentils and beans for distribution. 
He encourages you to go visit, as well. You may 
even see his name on the wall! 
 
Jonathan Klein 
 
Jonathan celebrated his bar mitz-
vah on Thursday, January 19, 
2023 (26th Tevet) at HIWP, 
where he read the weekday por-
tion for Parshat Va’eira. He was 
called to the Torah again on 
Shabbat morning. 

Jonathan is a 7th grader at Highlands Middle School in 
White Plains where he earned the honor roll for his 
work. His hobbies are basketball, tennis, swimming, 
video games, electronics, fishing, and spending time in 
the Catskills and Florida. In addition to his love of tech-
nology, he is fascinated with current events – both 
news and sports. He’s also a fan of history, and very 
competitive with his older brother, Aiden (8th grader at 
Highlands Middle School in White Plains). 
 
Jonathan is also a youth leader at HIWP, and can be 
found after davening playing basketball outside of 
shul. 
 
Dahlia Steinberg 
 
Dahlia celebrated her Bat Mitzvah on 
Parshat BeShalach, February 4, by 
reading Torah and sharing her 
thoughts on the parsha. When she 
isn't leyning, she is an avid athlete 
who is especially focused on basket-
ball and softball. She is a huge Yan-
kees fan, and is often wearing an Aa-
ron Judge jersey. She looks out for 
her little brothers, and is a dedicated 
friend to her group of girls. If she's not on the basket-
ball court, Dahlia might be solving a Rubiks Cube, or 
playing with her puppy, Harley.  
 
Belle Cepler  
 
Hi! I'm Belle Cepler. I have two 
younger sisters, Emily and Sadie. I'm 
the daughter of Seren and Craig Cep-
ler and the granddaughter of Hilary 
and Elcon Levinson and Helene and 
Richard Cepler. I also have a pet 
plant named Lola. 
 
I am in 7th grade at Highlands Middle 
School. My favorite subject is orchestra, where I play 
the cello. I also enjoy reading, singing, jogging and 
biking. This past summer was my fourth summer at 
Camp Young Judaea Sprout Lake. 
Thank you to Abby Eisenberg for helping me learn my 
parsha, Ari Walisever for teaching me how to lain and 
Rabbi Chaim Marder for helping me with my d'var To-
rah. I would also like to thank my parents for being the 
best parents I've ever had. 

Continued on page 15 
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Kesharim Update 

As the winter winds down (hopefully very soon), 
we look forward to connecting with each other reg-
ularly in person, now that we are back in our newly 
renovated, beautiful home. 

The Hebrew Institute of White Plains has a de-
served reputation as a friendly and welcoming 
congregation. As we continue to grow, we want to 
make everyone feel they are valued members of 
HIWP and are able to participate in the congrega-
tional life of the shul as much as possible. Con-
nection is an important goal of our Kesharim Com-
mittee -- to build on our communal strengths and 
help foster member-to-member and intergenera-
tional relationships, while reaching out to those 
who may be more isolated. 

Kesharim volunteers can help with the following 
common services: 

· Regular check-in phone calls 

· Occasional home visits 

· Assistance with simple errands 

· Making connections for shabbat meal invites 

· Arranging meals during illness, recuperation or 
post-hospitalization 

· Providing rides to non-Shabbat and Yom Tov 
events 

This roster of services is capable of expansion 
based on specific member needs and volunteer 
creativity. In addition, we hope to re-institute the 
calling of senior or homebound members in the 
event of an emergency or natural disaster. 

Kesharim is seeking volunteers to participate in 
our activities. Please be on the lookout for re-
quests for drivers (to medical appointments or er-
rands) and escorts to synagogue services. Addi-
tionally, members without local family would ap-
preciate the opportunity to join a Chag or Shabbat 

meal rather than eat alone; please take the 
initiative and extend an invitation or respond to 
our requests to make that connection. Reach 
out with a phone call to someone on the 
Refuah Sh’lema list in the weekly announce-
ments or to a member who hasn’t been in shul 
recently. Kesharim relies on the eyes and ears 
of everyone in our community to inform us of 
members who might require assistance. We 
always encourage people to reach out to us 
with any questions related to the above, who 
want to chat, or who have an urgent need. 

As a reminder, Kesharim set up an HIWP Er-
rand Request Form to communicate needs for 
shopping and small errand assistance. The 
form can be accessed quickly at the following 
link:  

https://tinyurl.com/y63osdjr 

Using the form is an easy and confidential way 
to contact us, but other options are by email at 
Kesharim@hiwp.org or by telephone at the 
shul office (914-948-3095). We will respond to 
requests as quickly as possible. 

The continued support and participation of all 
our volunteers is greatly appreciated. If you 
are interested in volunteering and learning 
more about the Kesharim Program, or if you 
know of a particular member who would bene-
fit from the program, please call or email Talia 
Crystal (taliacrystal@gmail.com), Debbie 
Guthartz (dguthartz@optonline.net), Rabbi 
Marder (rabbim@hiwp.org), Rabbanit Atara 
(RabbanitAtarta@gmail.com) or Kesharim 
Committee (kesharim@hiwp.org) 

We thank you in advance for your assistance 
in ensuring that our members feel connected 
to and supported by our community. 

Kesharim Co-Chairs 

Talia Crystal & Debbie Guthartz 

https://tinyurl.com/y63osdjr
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HIAS Refugee Shabbat  

children from the Afghani families and demon-
strated that play is a universal language! 

As a special treat, delicious baklava and cook-
ies were served, baked in our shul kitchen by 
Afghan family member Mahnaz Ghafoor. 
Mahnaz is very familiar with the laws of kash-
rut; she has prepared food for many syna-
gogue events and has catered in-home kosher 
meals for many families across Westchester 
County. Please contact Areivim@hiwp.org to 
inquire about Mahnaz catering a meal in your 
home. 

Following kiddush we heard from Farhad 
Ghafoor, who escaped Afghanistan with his 
wife and two children following the US evacua-
tion. He spoke about hiding from the Taliban 
for weeks as they waited for clearance to 
leave Afghanistan. He described what resettle-
ment in the US has been like, and how appre-
ciative he is for the guidance, mentorship, and 
kindness his family has experienced from IC-
NAW volunteers. He also talked about clan-
destine efforts to help family, friends and col-
leagues remaining in Afghanistan – securing 
visas, sending money, assisting flight to neigh-
boring countries without being flagged by the 
Taliban. He lamented how so much of the pro-
gress made during the US presence in Af-
ghanistan has been reversed since the Taliban 
re-took control. 

We are thrilled to report that HIAS has asked 
ICNAW once again to host a refugee family 
from Afghanistan. The family of five are cur-
rently on an army base in the UAE and will 
come to the US within the next few months. 
Stay tuned for more information on their arri-
val, and for calls for furniture and kitchenware 
donations! 

By Rena Fredman 

HIAS Refugee Shabbat was celebrated In late 
January, as we welcomed the four families from 
Afghanistan whom HIWP helped to resettle in 
White Plains. We had the chance to hear from 
family members about their experiences leaving 
Afghanistan under enormously stressful and 
dangerous circumstances. We were joined by 
three local government officials: State Senator 
Shelly Mayer, Westchester County Legislator 
Jewel Williams Johnson, and White Plains coun-
cilman and HIWP member Justin Brasch. 

In addition, two women at the forefront of refu-
gee resettlement and advocacy in Westchester 
County spoke to the congregation. Jane Dixon 
serves as co-chair of ICNAW, the Interfaith 
Council for New Americans in Westchester, in 
which HIWP has participated since 2019. Jane 
spoke about ICNAW’s ongoing work assisting 
these four Afghani families with tutoring, em-
ployment preparation, transportation to medical 
and governmental appointments, orientation to 
daily life in Westchester (including such new ex-
periences as shopping in large grocery stores, 
riding local buses, etc.). 

We also heard from Holly Rosen Fink, president 
of Westchester Jewish Coalition for Immigrants 
(WJCI) and regional coordinator of HIAS Refu-
gee Shabbat. WJCI was founded several years 
ago by Holly along with HIWP member Eric Lev-
ine, and is working extensively with HIAS on 
creating new approaches to refugee resettle-
ment. Their Welcome Circles model allows indi-
viduals or small groups to join together in spon-
soring refugees, with assistance from HIAS, and 
is being applied to the large influx of Ukrainian 
refugees here in Westchester. 

We shared a wonderful, tasty kiddush featuring 
Afghan and Middle Eastern delicacies. It was 
heartwarming to see HIWP volunteers serving 
as “ambassadors”, introducing family members 
to our congregants. Children from HIWP met 
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Shul Shmooze 

Back Door Thrift Shop Re-Opening 
By Wendy Leibowitz 

 
On Sunday, January 8th, we cut the red ribbon 
and officially re-opened HIWP’s Back Door Thrift 
Shop. New Sunday hours have been added to the 
previous sales days of Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday. On all these days, the shop is open 
from 10:00am - 2:00pm. 
 
Our newly renovated and furnished space has re-
ceived a warm welcome from long-time customers, 
who have missed shopping with us for a wide ar-
ray of bargains. We have also welcomed many 
new customers, as well as HIWP members discov-
ering our merchandise for the first time. 
 
We have an ever-changing assortment of goods: 
women’s and men’s clothing and accessories, 
household items, giftware, and art. Many items are 
from top designer labels, all affordably priced. 
 
Donations are accepted during business hours. 
And while the shop is now fully open and thriving, 
we are still in need of additional volunteers. If you 
have some free time and are looking for something 
helpful to do in a congenial place, please contact 
me to join the Thrift Shop team. We are very flexi-
ble as to scheduling. Even if you are not able to 
volunteer, be sure to visit the shop to find some 
treasures to take home. 
 
 

Shabbat Across HI 
by Jane Grauer 

At last..... after three long years, we at the Hebrew In-
stitute of White Plains were so grateful to finally return 
to our traditional model of families hosting other fami-
lies in their own homes. Neither rain nor Covid de-
terred us from venturing out to meet and enjoy each 
other’s company, thereby establishing new connec-
tions and friendships.  
 
We are pleased that many of the almost thirty families 
who have joined in the past few years were able to 
participate and meet fellow congregants in a warm, 
personal environment. Intergenerational conviviality, 
long a source of pride at HIWP, was another goal for 
this event, with younger families mixed with those 
young-at-heart. Debbie Guthartz, a long-time HIWP 
member, commented: " It was great to have the oppor-
tunity to share a meal and get to know some new, 
young HI families. If it were not for this program, I'm 
pretty sure that we would have never met them." New 
member Ayala Zoltan Rockoff shared: "We really en-
joyed the ‘Shabbat Across HI’ luncheon. It was a 
chance to spend quality time with two families (our gra-
cious hosts and their other guests) and to get to know 
them better. We're grateful to have had the chance for 
our family to feel more comfortable and integrated into 
the White Plains community. Thank you to all in-
volved!” 
 
An event of this nature could not have occurred without 
the help of many people. New co-chairs Talia Metson 
and Tiffany Weintraub were jewels to work with; their 
work ethic and efforts were both so admirable and fun. 
As usual, thanks to Teri in the office, always available 
to help in every aspect of the planning and execution 
of the event. Aharon aharon chaviv, finally, to our host 
families: Askenazi, Bendavid, Birnbaum, Coltof/
Hirshon, Dallek/Pearlstein, Fein, Flax, Gitig, Goldberg/
Kellman, Kahn, Kneller/Rimsky, Lehman, Metson, 
Meyers/Sadinoff, Pollak, Romm, Rosenstock, Shapiro/
Walisever, Sheldon/Goodman, Shoulson/Stern, Wein-
berger, Weintraub, and Wolf/Greenberger! We are 
grateful to you for opening your homes in such a warm 
and gracious manner! 
 
A record-breaking eighty families participated in this 
event. We are hoping to top this record next year! 
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HIWP Book Group 

 
The group will meet virtually on 

January 16 to discuss  “The 

Thread Collectors” by Shaunna 

Edwards and Alyson Richman.  

On January 30, we had a special 

presentation by the author Cyn-

thia Ehrenkranz. “Seeking Shel-

ter” which recounts her childhood 

living in England during WWII. It 

was a very moving presentation. 

The next selection is “Mad Hon-

ey” by Jodi Piccault which will be 

facilitated by Diane Bloom on 

March 20.  

All are welcome to attend.       

Future book suggestions are ap-

preciated. We would love to add 

your ideas and insights to our 

thoughtful discussions.   

 

For more information on the 

HIWP Book Group, call     

Norma Hurwitz  

(914) 428-1985. 

L’dor V’dor Event: An Introduction to 
Jewish Genealogy 

By Aliza Wasserman and Jeremy Lehmann 
 
On a Saturday night in January, HIWP members Jeremy Lehmann and 
Aliza Wasserman hosted a meeting on Jewish genealogy. The event 
was held both in-person at HIWP and remotely over Zoom, and included 
a lively discussion on the benefits of genealogy research. Researching 
family history involves solving puzzles in creative ways. The discoveries 
can be exhilarating, whether it is uncovering family stories previously 
lost to history or connecting with newfound family members across the 
world. 
 

Jeremy and Aliza have spent years researching their own families and 
believe it has never been easier to conduct genealogy studies. Thanks 
to the digitization of records across the world, it is relatively easy to 
make these discoveries on your own computer, from the comfort of your 
home. However, knowing where to find relevant records can be a chal-
lenge. Jeremy and Aliza have prepared a 6-page worksheet with useful 
links for researching Ashkenazi Jewish records across Europe: 
 

Genealogy Handout 
 

The presentation also highlighted the biggest hurdles when conducting 
Jewish genealogy research. For instance, it can be difficult to determine 
the names used by your ancestors in Europe, as well as the names of 
their ancestral towns of origin. Some best tips were offered for overcom-
ing such challenges.  
 

Presentation Deck 
 

The session was greatly enjoyed by those attending. It was also record-
ed and can be found on the HIWP YouTube page: 
 

https://youtu.be/BUMNDp1TUow 
 

We wish everyone the best of luck getting started with their family histo-
ry research. Please feel free to reach out to Jeremy and Aliza if you 
have any questions! 

Shul Shmooze 

Something for 
everyone at 

the Back Door 
Thrift Shop! 

Come see for 
yourself! 

https://images.shulcloud.com/493/uploads/Event-Flyers/GeneaologyWorksheet.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/493/uploads/Event-Flyers/GenealogyPresentation.pdf
https://youtu.be/BUMNDp1TUow
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Photo Gallery of Events 

New Members Meet and Greet 
Continued from page 1 
 
 
If you know of someone who may be interested in join-
ing our special community, feel free to put them in 
touch with Talia Metson at membership@hiwp.org for 
more information and to arrange a weekend visit in 
White Plains. 

Yasher Koach to our 
Mishloach Manot Team! 

 

Michelle Biller Levy, Rachel Lerner and 
Rose Weinstein did a terrific job of pro-

curing tasty treats and the following 
families helped pack the baskets.   

 
Bendavid Family   
Feldstein Family  

Federman/Greene Family  
Wolf/Greenberger Family  

Lerner Family 
Levy Family  
Savitt Family  

Weinstein/Sapper Family  
Wildman Family  

Portnoy/Worenklein Family  
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Photo Gallery of Events 

Women’s Tefillah Chanukah Musical Hallel 
By Lara Siegel 

 
On the 8th day of Chanukah, our community celebrated with a festive women’s musical Hallel. 
Inspired by a women’s musical Hallel that takes place at Matan in Ranana, Israel every Rosh 

Chodesh, the HIWP event featured Shara Yolkut leading Hallel and accompanying with guitar. 
Shira Goldman and Lara Siegel helped to coordinate the Chanuka-themed tunes and serve as 

Shara’s “back-up support.” Hand-held musical instruments were on hand for participants to use. 
 

Rabbanit Atara shared words of Torah around the concepts of miracles and light in Judaism, and 
a light breakfast followed. We are looking forward to holding another musical Hallel on Sunday, 

May 21. Bring your voices and energy! 

Photos:  Jerusha Coltof 
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Culture Corner 

“Four Winters” – A Documentary 
By Esther & Dan Steinhauer 

 
The documentary “Four Winters: A Story of Jew-
ish Partisan Resistance and Bravery in World War 
Two” was recently shown at the Jacob Burns Film 
Center in Pleasantville, with its director and writer 
Julia Mintz in attendance to speak with the audi-
ence. The film provides a unique perspective on 
the story of Jewish resistance in the war. Unlike 
other films on this topic, such as “Defiance”- a fic-
tionalized account of the Bielski brothers’ rescue 
and sustenance of a large group 
of Jews in the forests of Belarus – 
“Four Winters” is built on the testi-
mony of actual survivors. In this, it 
is similar to Claude Lanzmann’s 
recent “Four Sisters”, interviews 
originally conducted during the 
original “Shoah” project but not 
included in that earlier film. 

“Four Winters” is structured as a 
series of interviews with eight par-
tisan survivors who survived 
through four such seasons in the 
forests of eastern Poland and Bel-
arus. (The film took about ten 
years to complete, so that only 
one of the interviewees, who were 
all living in the US, Europe or Is-
rael, remains alive in 2023.) The 
film eschews voice-over narration 
and questions/comments from the interviewer; 
testimony is directed from the interviewee to the 
audience, creating a powerful sense of engage-
ment. To provide historical context, the interviews 
are punctuated by archival photographs and film 
clips. These, as Ms Mintz stated, are presented 
as closely as possible to the interviewee point of 
view. 

As teenagers, these individuals made their way to 
the forests of Eastern Europe, escaping the liqui-
dation of ghettos and certain annihilation on trains 
travelling inexorably to death camps. The inter-

viewees recount their family backgrounds, 
how they made it into the forests, whom they 
encountered there, and how they evolved in-
to fighters in order to survive or to rescue 
others. They describe the terrible decisions 
that had to be made, day-to-day details of 
survival as well as active engagement with 
the enemy. Amazingly, one of them, Faye 
Schulman (nee Faigel Lazebnik), managed 
to keep a camera with her and develop her 
own photos during her time in the forest, 
thereby documenting her group’s partisan 

experiences. 

The film has been on tour 
over the past couple of years, 
with screenings at film festi-
vals and independent cine-
mas. Ms Mintz believes that 
the presence of a live audi-
ence contributes to the film’s 
emotional impact, so there 
has not yet been a release to 
any streaming service. 

“Four Winters” is a highly 
emotional, inspirational film. 
We hear how people 
wrenched out of their normal 
Eastern European Jewish 
lives were able to rise to the 
challenge of extraordinary cir-
cumstances and ultimately 

prevail. As that generation of Jewish survi-
vors leave us, ‘their stories become our sto-
ries’ as one of the partisans told Ms Mintz - it 
behooves us to listen. 

The film’s schedule of showings can be 
tracked through its website: Four Winters: A 
Documentary Film (jewishpartisansfilm.com) 
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“The Man Who Saved 
My Grandfather” 

Danny Gold, son of Miriam and 
Tomas Gold, recently published 
an article about travelling to Slo-
vakia to meet a member of the 
family that hid his paternal grand-
father during the Second World 
War. Danny spoke with Milan 
Hucko, a son of the family who 
sheltered Abraham Gold in 1944, 
despite the great danger to them-
selves in doing so. At the time of 
the interview, Milan was a retired 
doctor living in a small Slovakian 
town. He subsequently passed 
away in 2021 at age 90. 

After the war, Abraham Gold met 
Malvina, also a survivor. They 
married, remained in Slovakia 
and had three children. They 
maintained a close relationship 
with the Hucko family and contin-
ued to stay in touch even after 
emigrating to Canada. Malvina 
Gold last visited Milan Hucko a 
year before she died in 2016. 

Danny’s article, just published in 
Tablet magazine, also draws on 
his own experiences as a journal-
ist who has reported from war 
zones in the Middle East, South-
east Asia and Africa. He reflects 
on what enables some people to 
act bravely and morally, when 
most others around them do not. 
It is a very well-written, moving 
piece. See the link below: https://
www.tabletmag.com/sections/
history/articles/man-who-saved-
my-grandfather-holocaust 

Continued from page7 
 

Scarlett Aronoff 
 
We are very excited to be celebrating the Bat 
Mitzvah of Scarlett “Shani” Aronoff this 
March. Scarlett, the middle of our three 
daughters, will be leining from the Torah for 
Parshat Vakira. 
 
Scarlett is a talented singer and guitar player 
and has been working on honing her skills 
for many years. So far, she has performed 
only in recitals but aspires to perform more 
publicly. She loves animals, history, and fashion/makeup, has 
two dogs- one Goldendoodle, named June, and a Cavapoo, 
named Evie-and she takes great responsibility in caring for them. 
Scarlett also loves basketball. She will be playing for the 
Westchester Day School Girls Basketball Team this year and 
hopes to evolve her game and continue to play through high 
school. 
 
Scarlett's ultimate goal in life is to have a serious career in an 
area that is both fulfilling, successful, and contributory to society. 
She hasn't honed in on exactly what that path will look like but 

knowing her, she will dedicate all her efforts to persevere. 
 

David Puro 
 
David Puro celebrated his bar mitzvah 
(Parshat VaYeshev) on December 17, 2022, 
at HIWP. David not only layned and read the 
haftorah, but he also led the congregation in 
mussaf and a Chanukah-themed Birkat 
Hachodesh. In his dvar torah, David spoke 
about how Yosef slowly realizes that he is 
blessed by Hashem and that not all of his 
accomplishments are completely his own. 
 
As a first-generation resident of White Plains, David has felt at 
home in the Hebrew Institute for as long as he can remember, 
including two years in the HIWP basement at Chabad pre-
school. Outside of White Plains, David is a student at Westches-
ter Day School, and has spent his summers at Westchester 
Summer Day, Camp Moshava – Indian Orchard, lounging at his 
grandparents' pool in St. Louis, or occasionally looking out the 
window on various road trips. David plays piano, enjoys playing 
and watching hockey and baseball, is quickly becoming a com-
puter expert (though he claims he's just doing his homework), 
and bakes delicious cookies. (His family would like more!). 

Meet the B’Nai Mitzvah Tablet Article 

https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/history/articles/man-who-saved-my-grandfather-holocaust
https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/history/articles/man-who-saved-my-grandfather-holocaust
https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/history/articles/man-who-saved-my-grandfather-holocaust
https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/history/articles/man-who-saved-my-grandfather-holocaust
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Israeli Perspectives 

Tel Aviv Diary: The Simple  

Pleasures of the Shuk HaCarmel  

By Joanna Blum 

 

There are rituals to our daily life in Tel Aviv: a 
morning walk on the beach, a cup of freshly 
squeezed orange juice from our favorite juicer 
on Bograshov Street or feeding “stray” cats that 
live outside of our building (many neighborhood 
Tel Aviv strays are taken care of and fed regu-
larly by their human neighbors, almost as out-
door pets).  

 

My most pleasurable activity, however, is a visit 
to Shuk HaCarmel (also known as the Carmel 
Market), the colorful market bursting with life in 
the heart of Tel Aviv. The benefit of living a short 
walk away from the Carmel Market is that I am 
able to shop there for the freshest ingredients 
on a daily basis.  There are other markets in Tel 
Aviv - our favorite for its “neighborhood genuine-
ness” is the HaTikvah Market in south Tel Aviv - 
but the Shuk HaCarmel is OUR market.  

 

There is a certain rhythm to the market; morn-
ings are usually quiet, lunch time to mid-
afternoon is always busy and loud, and early 
evenings have the rushed energy of people run-
ning out of time.  By around 6:00pm most of the 
market action is over.  As the vendors clean up 
at closing time, shoppers need to maneuver 
cautiously over good produce put out for collec-
tion by the needy, as well as discarded food 
items and garbage accumulated in the middle of 
the pathway.  By 7-8 PM all the garbage will be 
pushed for collection by a beeping bulldozer, 
thick fire hoses will spray water down every 
piece of pavement for a thorough cleaning, and 
within a very short period of time the main shop-
ping street of the Shuk HaCarmel will become 
dark and silent.  Of course, the bars and restau-
rants on the side streets of the shuk keep going, 
and life will continue in other parts of this "non-

stop city", but the main shopping areas of the 
Carmel Market will stay serene until the break 
of dawn the next day (except for Shabbat) when 
fresh bread and produce deliveries will begin 
anew.   

My favorite Shuk HaCarmel ritual as a Tel Avivi-
an is a visit on a Friday morning, which Rob 
and I usually do together. Some might consider 
it overwhelming, but this is the perfect place to 
fill yourself to the brim with Shabbat ruach.  The 
market on Fridays is high energy happiness. It 
is exhilarating while bordering on stimulation 
overload, with all types of Jews – chiloni 
(secular), culturally traditional and daati 
(religiously observant of varying stripes) – doing 
their pre-Shabbat shopping, emulating their 
forebears regardless of their level of tradition 
(btw, polls regularly indicate that 85% of Israeli 
Jews regularly attend a family or group Shabbat 
dinner – a great prescription for a healthy socie-
ty!).  One vendor’s enticing and melodic 
"burekah, burekah, burekah" gets entangled 
with another's "Tuti bio" (organic strawberries).  
A few feet further, a brand new hit by Omer Ad-
am is bursting out of speakers placed under a 
red tarp of a kitchen goods store.  The older 
woman who sells bread and Jerusalem bagels 
taps her foot to the beat as she adjusts her 
goods, making sure that each baked delicacy 
has been touched by her at least once.  My fa-
vorite strawberry vendor - a man who would 
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Finally, I head for my bean guy - yes, I have a 
bean guy now.  This man has a small stand 
with the most vibrantly green string and fava 
beans, yellow wax beans and sugar snap 
peas that are so sweet, we eat them like pop-
corn.  As I pay for the orange plastic bag filled 
to the brim with fava bean stalks, I am wished 
a "Shabbat Shalom". On Fridays, every Jew-
ish vendor ends a transaction with a big smile 
and a wish for a good Shabos. The "Shabbat 
Shalom" is not rushed, not said as an after-
thought or an absent-minded pleasantry. It is 
said with a purpose, it's genuine. It is said 
while looking another human being in the 
eye, connecting as a tribe and sharing a 
greeting that has bonded our people for gen-
erations. Even some Arab vendors who rec-
ognize us will bid us a Shabbat Shalom, in 
the manner of mutual respect of the market. 

 

Hands filled with colorful bags bursting with 
beautiful produce, we make our way back to 
our apartment, stopping for the Jerusalem 
Post and Vishnetz challah on the way. It's 
time to start cooking, Shabbat is coming. 

hang his head down in shame if he sold me-
diocre product - meticulously arranges the 
vividly red and spectacularly plump strawber-
ries in a small pyramid inside a green basket. 
My favorite Turkish burekah vendor is proud-
ly pointing to the golden and perfectly crisped 
cheese and potato burekahs laid out on a 
large and weathered metal tray.  Only those 
with the strongest will power can walk by 
without buying one; I'm not one of them.  

My next stop is our favorite produce shop 
that on Fridays plays the best tunes from the 
Disco era.  As I bounce to "Yes sir, I can 
boogie", I gather fresh mint, colorful peppers, 
av-

ocados, dragon fruit and fill a small plastic 
container with a rainbow of cherry tomatoes.  
We pick up the freshest chicken imaginable 
at our chicken butcher (JUST chickens), and 
just a few steps away I pick a bouquet of 
small sunflowers to add some color to our 
Shabbat table. And Rob can’t go into Shab-
bat and the new week without stopping by 
his “herring guy” and, around the corner, his 
“olive guy”, from whom we have been shop-
ping for years.  

Israeli Perspectives 
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What’s Cooking? 

By Rhonda Rose 
 
Purim is quickly approaching and while you 
might be thinking about what costume to 
wear, be sure to try this delicious, new    
recipe for your Purim seudah. 
 
Fun Fact: 
The real reason we eat hamantaschen on 
Purim is because of their traditional seed 
filling, commemorating Esther’s devotion to 
her faith while living in the palace, where 
she survived on seeds to avoid eating non-
kosher food. 
 
I know poppy seed hamantashen is not a 
very popular flavor. Here is another idea of 
how we can incorporate "seeds" into the 
Purim seudah.  
Chag Sameach!! 
 
Sauteed Kale with Tahini and Sesame 
Seeds 
 

• 1 pound kale, well rinsed 

• 2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil 

• 1 cup chopped onion 

• 1 clove garlic, minced 

• Kosher salt 

• 4 tablespoons tahini 

• 2 tablespoons lemon juice 

• 3 to 4 tablespoons water 

• 1 teaspoon dark sesame oil 

• 1 tablespoon toasted sesame seeds, 

for garnish 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directions: 
 
1.  Using a sharp paring knife, cut out the rib of 
each kale leaf. Discard. Slice the leaves roughly 
1/2-inch thick. 

2. Heat olive oil on medium high heat in a large 
sauté pan. When hot, add the chopped onion. 
Cook for a couple of minutes until translucent. 
Add the garlic and cook for a minute more. 

Add the kale to the sauté pan. Even if you have 
a pretty large pan, the kale will be practically fall-
ing out of it. Put in as much as you can and use 
tongs to turn over and mix with the oil and on-
ions. 

After a couple minutes the kale should wilt a bit 
so you can add the rest of the raw kale.  

Cook, turning the kale leaves over occasionally 
until the kales leaves have wilted and are tender. 
Sprinkle a little salt over the kale leaves while 
cooking. 

4. While the kale is cooking, whisk together the 
tahini, lemon juice, water, 1/2 teaspoon of salt, 
and dark sesame oil. Add more salt and sesame 
oil to taste. 

Once the kale is done, toss in the sauce, reserv-
ing a little to drizzle on top. 
 

Serve, topped with a little sauce and toasted 
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We Mourn the Loss 

David Rosen (1947 – 2023) 

David Rosen was my uncle, my father’s younger broth-
er. He was an incredibly kind and generous soul who 
lived very simply, but always with a spirit of openness, 
generosity, and curiosity. He was a devoted son and 
brother, believing strongly in family and doing what he 
thought was expected of him. David lived at his child-
hood home most of his life, where he passed quietly in 
his sleep sooner than anyone had expected. He never 
married and had no children of his own. He was always 
a loving and supportive uncle for me and my brothers, 
there for us whenever we needed him, and we loved 
him dearly. David worked for years in the family busi-
ness, helping to manage the warehouse and take or-
ders from customers throughout the Westchester area. 
He left the job to devote himself to the care of his moth-
er Anne, as her Parkinson’s disease progressed. As 
with everything he did, his care for Anne was done with 
love and absolute dedication and without any thought 
for himself. 

This was a constant throughout his life -- he always put 
others first and would help anyone who asked. Over 
the years he gave donations to myriad charities. He 
knew that he couldn’t say "no", which became so well 
known to others that he had to stop answering the 
phone. My brothers and I had to leave messages on 
the answering machine arranging times to call back so 
that we could get to talk to him. Throughout his adult 
life, David manifested the ideal of do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you, which was also evident 
in his commitment and volunteer support to the Hebrew 
Institute. 

While David could be incredibly selfless, he definitely 
had his own interests about which he was absolutely 
passionate. David loved movies, he was a big fan of 
1950s rock and blues, and he was a rabid Three Stoog-
es fan. He was a voracious reader, whether novels, 
non-fiction books or newspapers. He was happiest 
when he could dig into a subject and was more than 
capable of talking your ear off about all manner of is-
sues, especially on politics and basketball. The latter 
being another of his great favorites, he loved to watch a 
game or play on the local court with his buddies - so 
much so that he ruined his knees years ago! 

And, of course, he was passionate about dogs. He vis-
ited and volunteered at the local animal shelter all the 

time. Everyone in the neighborhood knew him 
and his dogs, and it was at the dog park where 
he met Jocelyn. The two met rather late in life 
and had far too short a time together, but two 
people could not have been more perfectly 
matched. It was wonderful to see David so hap-
py and so in love. Jocelyn’s early passing af-
fected him deeply; he went daily to her grave to 
read books and poetry to her. She was without 
a doubt his one true love and soulmate. I wish 
they’d had more time together and I wish we’d 
had more time with him. 

We will miss you, Uncle Dave, and hope that 
you and Jocelyn are together again. 

Jessica Rosen 

 
 
Marvin Kornfeld 1935 - 2023 
 

Marvin Kornfeld of White Plains, NY died Fri-
day, February 17th at the age of 87. He was 
preceded in death by his wife of 61 years, Ju-
dith (Raab), and his sister Sue Silverstein. 
Marvin is survived by his sons Amos (Jeannie) 
and Steven (Dana) and grandchildren Hannah, 
Jacob, Cassidy, Sarah, and Noah; also his 
brother Leon (Carol) and brother-in-law Nelson 
Silverstein. 
 
Marvin was a graduate of the University of 
Michigan and served in the US Army. He 
worked as a financial advisor on Wall Street for 
over 50 years at Fahnestock & Co. He was ac-
tive in his community as a youth sports coach, 
served on the Jewish Board of Family & Chil-
dren’s Services, and as a volunteer at Haw-
thorne Cedar Knolls Home for Boys. 
 
Funeral services were held on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 21st, at Mt Hope Cemetery, Hastings-on-
Hudson, NY. 
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By Leah Weitzman and Teri Kopp  
(November 2, 2022– February 25, 2023 ) 

,  

 

Mazal Tov and Notables 
Chen & Ezra Dweck on the birth of a daughter 

Batya & George Puro on their son David becoming 
Bar Mitzvah 

Malka & Steven Helft for being honored at the 
Westchester Day School Gala 

Felicity & Stanley Schwartz on the birth of a grandson, 
born to Desi & David Miller 

Becca & Ricky Zisholtz on the birth of a daughter, 
Nora Jude 

Adina Shoulson upon being honored at the SAR 
dinner 

Linda & Benett Silverman on the engagement of their 
granddaughter Rachel Flaherman to Eric Allen 

Paula & Evan Gilder on the engagement of their 
daughter Rachel Gilder to Joshua Bowman 

Elana & Rob Klein on the Bar Mitzvah of their son 
Jonathan 

Suzie & Rabbi Chaim Marder on the birth of a 
grandson, born to Shira & Jason Saibel 

Adina & Aaron Steinberg on the Bat Mitzvah of their 
daughter Dahlia 
Seren & Craig Celper on the occasion of the Bat 
Mitzvah of their daughter Belle Cepler  
 
Marilyn & Ezra Berkowitz on the occasion of the 
marriage of their grandson Ari Tretin to Jessica 

 

We Extend Heartfelt              
Condolences To: 

Mordy Sapper on the passing of his father Arthur 
Sapper  

Fruma Reiss Remin on the passing of her sister, 
Elaine Mehler 

Yael Slonim on the passing of her mother, Zahava 
Slonim 

Former member Michael Oxman on the passing of his 
mother, Hannelore Oxman 

Rabbi Chaim Marder on the passing of his father, 
Milton Marder 

Gail Friedman on the passing of her mother, 
Pessie Muller 

The Rosen Family on the passing of David Rosen 

Joan and David Bardin on the passing of their 
husband and father, Stuart Bardin 

Carmella Abraham on the passing of her father, 
George Abraham 

Dean Ungar on the passing of his father, Bernie 
Ungar 

Joyce Besdine on the passing of her brother, 
Martin Lehman 

Yosef Feldstein on the passing of his sister, Tova 
Feldstein 

The Kornfeld Family on the passing of their father, 
Marvin Kornfeld  
 

Yasher Koach 
Bulletin Editors Dan Steinhauer and Rhonda Rose 
for their work on the Autumn edition. 

To the Families who participated in  
Thanksgiving Gratitude Deliveries to First 
Responders 
Mund/Bellman Family, Vichinsky/Braunstein 
Family, Lindenbaum/Bressman Family, Y & A 
Cohen Family, Metson Family, Rait Family, Rockoff 
Family 

Rosenblum Family, Seff Family, Magnas/Zeitchik 
Family 

Jane Grauer, Tiffany Weintraub and Talia Metson 
for organizing a very successful Shabbat Across 
HIWP! Special thanks to the host Families 

Avigayil & Harry Askenazi, Leah & Daniel 
Bendavid, Lisa & Kenny Birnbaum, Debbie & 
Sergey Fein, Paula & Alex Flax, Diana & Liron 
Gitig, Robin Sheldon & Ilan Goodman, Jamie Wolf 
& Justin Greenberger, Jerusha Coltof & Doug 
Hirshon, Alex & David Kahn, Idana Goldberg 
Michael Kellman, Debbie & Dan Lehman, Talia & 
Marc Metson, Nancy Dallek & Jeff Pearlstein, 
Brooke & Yossi Pollak, Marilyn Kneller & Neil 
Rimsky, Jana & Gadi Romm, Nicola & Jordan 
Rosenstock, Sara Meyers & Kenny Sadinoff, Adina 
Shoulson & Todd Stern, Lauren Shapiro & Ari 
Walisever, Deborah & Jay Weinberger, Tiffany & 
Michael Weintraub 

Family News 
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Family News 

Harry Askenazi, Adina Steinberg, Jamie Wolf and 
Rachel Lerner for their organizing and running a great 
Pre-Chanukah Game Night Event! 

Rabbanit Atara, Shara Yolkut, Shira Goldman and Lara 
Siegel for organizing the Women's Musical Hallel on the 
8th day of Chanukah. Thank you to the Portnoy-
Worenklein's for sponsoring the event 

The Youth Department, the Kesharim Committee and 
Mystery Macabee Families who brought Chanukah gifts 
and treats to our senior members  
to brighten their day. Mystery Macabee Families are: 
Birnbaum, Vichinsky/Braunstein, Lindenbaum/
Bressman, Cepler, Crystal, Gottlieb, Wolf/Greenberger, 
Federman/Greene, Helft, Katzin, Lerner, Levy, Metson, 
Nadis, Pollak, Labaton/Posner, Rockoff, Rose, Rubin  
Laufer/Saltzman, Seff, Steinberg, Shoulson/Stern, 
Amaru/Waitman, Shapiro/Walisever and Boim/Wildman 
Adina Steinberg and Brooke Pollak for organizing a 
wonderful Women's Tefillah Shabbaton and Luncheon. 
Malka & Steven Helft for hosting the oneg with Rabbi 
Linzer 

The Thrift Shop Team for a successful Grand Opening 
and Ribbon Cutting Event. Thanks to those who came to 
support the Back Door Thrift Shop 

Norma Hurwitz and Judy Grant for facilitating the HIWP 
Book Group for The Thread Collectors by Shaunna 
Edwards and Alyson Richman 

Aliza Wasserman and Jeremy Lehmann for leading the 
Jewish Genealogy event. See the video below as well 
as resource links to aid in your search L'Dor V'Dor: 
Getting Started with Jewish Genealogy 

Rena Fredman and the Arievim Committee for their 
efforts to recognize the HIAS Refugee Shabbat and 
celebrate with our Afghan Neighbors. Thank you to our 
generous sponsors for this event 

Norma Hurwitz and Eleanor Ehrenkranz for facilitating 
the HIWP Book Group discussion "Seeking Shelter: 
Memoir of a Jewish Girlhood in Wartime Britain" by 
Cynthia Ehrenkrantz 

Jamie Schneider Schwartz for organizing the Tot 
Shabbat Across HIWP and the follow for participating! 
Bendavid Family, Lehmann Family, Lieber-Neiger 
Family, Liran-Hanan Family, Nadis Family, Neidich 
Family, Pasternack Family Remin Family, Rubin Family, 
Sapper Family, Schwartz Family Tyng Family, Wagner 
Family, Zisholtz Family 

 
THE BULLETIN 
WANTS YOU!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Do you have something of interest to  
impart to the congregation? 

Do you feel the need to express your  
inner writer self? 

 
We welcome all contributions to the 

HIWP Bulletin -- send your input to Teri, 
Dan or Rhonda. Next issue is scheduled 

for publication in May. 

Talia Metson for organizing the New 
Member Meet and Greet 

 
Tzeitchem L’Shalom to Leffel students Noah 
Bessler, Elijah Gilbert, Daniel Maybaum who 
traveled to Poland and then to Israel  

 

Note of Thanks 
Joyce Besdine would like to thank the 
community for the condolences, kind words, 
telephone calls and meals while she was 
sitting shiva for her brother, Marty Lehman. It 
was a great comfort to receive the warmth of 
the HIWP community. 
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(November 24, 2022– February 25, 2023) 

 

Fund for the Needy: 
Norma Bellman in memory of Berny Bellman  
Jon Bellman 
 
Yael Slonim in memory of her mother, Zahvah 
Slonim 
Irene Kohn & Hal Silverman 
 
Rabbi Marder for officiating Jenna Adele 
Marder Spiro baby naming 
David Spiro  
 
Rabbi Marder in memory of his father Milton 
Marder  
Wendt Leibowitz 
Toby & Alan Zaitchik 
Anita Rosenstock 
Chaim David Bernal 
Robert Remin 
Leah Weitzman 
Elliot & Aliza Cohen 

 
Carmella Abraham in memory of her father, 
George Abraham 
Shellim, Judy, Eric & Mitchell Samson 
 
Yosef Feldstein in memory of his sister, Tova 
Feldstein 
Suzy Toporovsky  

 

Rabbis Discretionary Fund: 
Fruma Reiss Remin in memory of her sister 
Elain Mehler 
Suzy Toporovsky  
 
Yael Slonim in memory of her mother, Zahvah 
Slonim 
Ann Damiano 
Malka & Steven Helft 

 
Mordy Sapper in memory of his father, Arthur 
Sapper 
Malka & Steven Helft 
 
Rabbi Marder in memory of his father Milton 
Marder  
Erica & Dudi Fish 
Sandi & Robin Schwartz 
Barbara & Stanton Selbst 
Gideon Goodblatt 
Vicky & Larry Fish 
Barbara & Martin Marks 
Jonathan Goodblatt 
Malka & Shimon Shalit 
Doreen Cohen & Family 
Mattice & Marc Aaronson 
Richard & Nancy Isaacs 
Robyn & Ari Raskas 
Pam Ehrenkranz 
Tiffany & Michael Weintraub 
Seren & Craig Ceplar 
Harriet & Bob Kahn 
David Gilbert 
Malka & Shimon Shalit 
Selvia & Leonard Weinstein 
Jennifer & Jeffrey Lavine 
Lynn Sabat 

 
Carmella Abraham in memory of her 
father, George Abraham 
Liz & Yuval Marcus 
 
Suzie & Rabbi Chaim Marder in honor of 
the birth of a grandson 
David & Judy Gilberg 
 
Dean Ungar in memory of his father, 
Bernie Ungar 
Suzy & AJ Toporovsky 
 
Yosef Feldstein in memory of his sister, 
Tova Feldstein 
Alan & Alexis Berkowitz 
 
Leonard Weinstein, Refuah Shelemah 
Leah Weitzman 
 

Religious Articles Fund: 
Carmella Abraham in memory of her 
father, George Abraham 
Leah Weitzman 
 

Bikur Cholim Fund:  
Dean Ungar in memory of his father, 
Bernie Ungar 
Stan & Barbara Selbst  

 

Womens Tefillah: 
Carmella Abraham in memory of her 
father, George Abraham 
Suzy & AJ Toporovsky 

 

ReBuild Fund: 
Rabbi Marder in memory of his father 
Milton Marder  
Jordan, Rachel, Cooper, and Emet Rubin 
Eleanor Ehrenkranz 
Marilyn Kneller Rimsky & Neil Rimsky 
 
Dean Ungar in memory of his father, 
Bernie Ungar 
Leah Weitzman 
 
Adina & Aaron Steinberg in honor of 
Dahlia's bat mitzvah 
Marilyn Kneller & Neil Rimsky 

 
Capital Fund: 
Kay Cohen in memory of Arnold Cohen - 
just heard about it  
Jonathan Goodblatt 
 
Rabbi Marder in memory of his father 
Milton Marder  
Teri & Bill Kopp 
Audrey & Alan Schulman 
 
Debbie & Stephen Schwartz in honor of 
their grandson's bar mitzvah 
Kay Cohen 
Audrey & Alan Schulman 
 
 
 
 
 

Paula & Evan Gilder in honor of the 
engagement of their daughter Rachel  
Teri Kopp 
Kay Cohen 
Audrey & Alan Schulman 
 
Eleanor Marder in memory of her husband 
Milton  
Kay Cohen 
 
Linda & Benett Silverman in honor of the 
engagement of their granddaughter 
Kay Cohen 
 
Dean Ungar in memory of his father, Bernie 
Ungar 
Kay Cohen 
Teri Kopp 
 
Joyce Besdine in memory of her brother Martin 
Lehman  
Kay Cohen 
 
Yosef Feldstein in memory of his sister, Tova 
Feldstein 
Kay Cohen 
 
Suzie & Rabbi Chaim Marder in honor of the 
birth of a grandson 
Kay Cohen 
 
 

Kiddush Fund: 
Jason & Kjersti Rosen in memory of David 
Rosen 
Daniela Sansone  
Heda Silverstein 
Lynn Sabat 

 
MOFIA: 
Paula & Evan Gilder in honor of the 
engagement of their daughter Rachel  
Liz Rosen Schwartz 

 

Happiness Fund:  
Marilyn & Ezra on your simchas 
Leah Weitzman 
 
Joyce & Ted Besdine on your simchas  
Leah Weitzman 
 

Births:  
Felicity & Stanley Schwartz in honor of the 
birth of a new grandchild 
Barbara & Martin Marks  
 
Suzie & Rabbi Chaim Marder in honor of the 
birth of a grandson 
Lisa Kahn & David Kriegel 
Betty & Joseph Fisch 
Barbara & Martin Marks 
Esther & Daniel Steinhauer 
Briana & Mark Schwartz 

 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah: 
Batya & George Puro in honor of the bar 
mitzvah of their son David 
Seren & Craig Ceplar 
 

Gifts and Contributions  



Hebrew Institute of White Plains Bulletin       Page 23 

Elana & Rob Klein in honor of the bar mitzvah 
of their son Jonathan 
Debbie & Stephen Schwartz 
 

Engagement: 
David Zimbalist & Beverly Fainer in honor of 
the engagement of their daughter Sophie 
Paula & Evan Gilder 
 
Paula & Evan Gilder in honor of the 
engagement of their daughter Rachel  
Barbara & Martin Marks 
Marilyn & Ezra Berkowitz 
 
Linda & Benett Silverman in honor of the 
engagement of their granddaughter 
Barbara & Martin Marks 
Ruth Levine 
Marilyn & Ezra Berkowitz 

 
In Your Honor/Thank You: 
Gerald Hurwitz in honor of your birthday 
Helene & Ira Kornstein 
 
Federman-Greene Family - in your honor 
Esther Federman 

 
Remembrance Fund: 
Yael Slonim in memory of her mother, Zahvah 
Slonim 
Lisa Kahn & David Kriegel 
Audrey & Keith Reich  
Jon Goodblatt 
Paula & Alex Flax 
Judy & Gil Grant  
 
Mordy Sapper in memory of his father, Arthur 
Sapper 
Paula & Alex Flax 
 
Fruma Reiss Remin in memory of her sister 
Elaine Mehler 
Jane & Josh Grauer 
 
Michael Oxman in memory of his mother 
Hannalore Oxman 
Liz & Stephen Schwartz 

 
Rabbi Marder in memory of his father Milton 
Marder  
Eric Nussbaum & Rabbi Fredda Cohen 
Cantor Philip L Sherman 
Juana Toporovsky 
Heda Silverstein 
Lorri Nadel  
Elise & Steven Cohen 
Rena & Jason Rosen 
Esther & Dan Steinhauer 
Jane & Josh Grauer 
Joyce & Ted Besdine 
Helen Epstein  
Judy & Gil Grant 
Gerson Smith 
Daniella & Jeremy Lehmann 
Sari Wacks & Nathan Rosenblatt 
Rabbi Jason Herman 
Miriam & Heshy Wallach 
Lisa Kahn & David Kriegel 
 

A Message from the Rabbi: 

 

Please be aware that I administer 
two assistance funds here at the 
shul in addition to the rabbinic dis-
cretionary account.   
 
HIWP fund for the Needy 
Purpose: This fund support individ-
uals who come to the synagogue 
seeking assistance, generally from 
outside the area. They are individu-
als who otherwise fall through the 
cracks, perhaps because they do 
not have employment or family sup-
port. Often times they are people 
whose origin was Israel or Russia, 
although not exclusively. We also 
assist small tzedakot, primarily Is-
raeli institutions, whether orphanag-
es or schools for the needy. 
 
Contribution Source:    
Synagogue charity boxes; direct 
contributions. We greatly need as-
sistance in keeping this account re-
plenished, especially as personal 
hardships have increased in the pre-
sent climate.  
 
HIWP Chessed Fund 
Purpose: Established to    assist 
congregants who might be in need 
of support due to temporary hard-
ship of one sort or another. Any as-
sistance will be offered with com-
plete confidentiality.  
 
Contribution source: direct contri-
butions from members. At present, 
the fund has only a small amount of 
money in it. 
 
If you have any questions about 
these funds, please contact Rabbi 
Marder. 

Gifts and Contributions 

Rabbi Marder in memory of his father 
Milton Marder  
Shira Goldman 
Heda Silverstein 
Cari & Simon Rosenberg 

 
Eleanor Marder in memory of her 
husband Milton  
Marilyn & Ezra Berkowitz 

 
Gail Friedman in memory of her 
mother Pessie Muller 
Audrey & Keith Reich 

 
Carmella Abraham in memory of her 
father, George Abraham 
Lisa Kahn & David Kriegel 
Audrey & Keith Reich 
Robert Remin 
Selvia & Leonard Weinstein 
Shira Goldman 
Cari & Simon Rosenberg 
Briana & Mark Schwartz 
Juana Toporovsky 
 
Jason & Kjersti Rosen in memory of 
David Rosen 
Barbara & Martin Marks 
Helen Epstein 
Selvia & Leonard Weinstein 

 
Dean Ungar in memory of his father, 
Bernie Ungar 
Selvia & Leonard Weinstein 
Jon Goodblatt 
Heda Silverstein 
Debra Kamerman 
Lorri Nadel and Family 
Jane & Josh Grauer 

 
Joyce Besdine in memory of her 
brother, Martin Lehman 
Lorri Nadel and Family 
Jon Goodblatt 
Annette & Ravin Davidoff 
Heda Silverstein  
Doreen Cohen 
Eleanor Ehrenkranz 

 
Yosef Feldstein in memory of his 
sister, Tova Feldstein 
Doreen Cohen 

 
Sharon & Michael Feldstein in memory 
of their daughter Tova Feldstein 
Eleanor Ehrenkranz 

 
Steve Kornfeld in memory of his father 
Marvin Kornfeld 
Seliva & Leonard Weinstein 
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Calendar of Events 

March 4  Parent Child Learning  
March 5  Purim Carnival  
March 6  Fast of Esther 
March 6  Purim Night 
March 7  Purim Day 
March 7  Women’s Tefillah  
March 7  Bat Mitzvah of Lital 
Braunstein  
March 12  Daylight Savings 
Time begins  
March 19  MOFIA NYHS Tour 
and Deli Supper 
March 20  Book Group meets  
March 23  Rosh Chodesh Nisan  
March 24  Bat Mitzvah of Scar-
lett Aronoff 
March 24  Women’s Tefillah  
April 1  Shabbat HaGadol  
April 1  Teen Minyan 
April 6 & 7 Pesach 1 & 2 
April 12 & 13 Pesach 7 & 8 
April 13  Yizkor 
April 18  Yom HaShoah 
April 21 & 22 Israel Shabbat 
with Guest Scholar Rav Yoni 
Rosensweig 
April 22  Teen Minyan 
April 29  Bar Mitzvah of Isaiah 
Yolkut (offsite) 
April 29  Women’s Tefillah 
April 30  HIWP Gala 

May 5  Bar Mitzvah of Daniel 
Metson  
May 9  Lag Ba’Omer 
May 13  Teen Minyan 
May 21  Bat Mitzvah of Maya 
Kriegel  
May 25 & 26  Shavuot 1 & 2  
May 29  Bar Mitzvah of Samuel 
& Marcus Rose 

 
All events are subject to change! 
See HIWP.org for updated calendar information.  

Contact us! 
 

Rabbi:  
Chaim Marder  RabbiM@hiwp.org 

 
Rabbanit:  

Atara Lindenbaum  RabbanitAtara@hiwp.org  
 

Youth Directors:  
Devora & Noam Lubofsky  Youthdirector@hiwp.org 

 
Teen Minyan Leader:  

Rabbi Seth Braunstein  braunteinseth@gmail.com 
 

Women’s Tefillah: 
Adina Steinberg  steinberg.adina@gmail.com 

Brooke Pollak  brookepollak@gmail.com 
 

Presidents:  
Shira Goldman and David Worenklein  president@hiwp.org 

 
Office: 

Teri Kopp  Office@hiwp.org 
 

Bookkeeping: 
Bracha Shapiro  accounting@hiwp.org  


