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MU   ASAPRU   

What   Should   I   Tell   
folk   song     

  
Transcribed   in   dialect,   which   is   how   this   song   is   most   commonly   heard   

*****CAPITALIZED   WORDS   are   for   ease   of   viewing   the   numeric   progressions.   
***** WORDS   IN    BOLD    ARE   WHAT   CHANGES   FROM   VERSE   TO   VERSE   

  

Mu   asapru,   mu   adabru,   
Oyskhu,   oyskhu,   yam-da-da-da-da,   
Ver   ken   zugn,   ver   ken   redn   
Vus   di   EYNS   batayt?   
EYNER   iz   dokh   Got     
Un   got   iz   eyner   
Un   vayter,   keyner.   

  
Mu   asapru,   mu   adabru,   
Oyskhu,   oyskhu,   yam-da-da-da-da,   
Ver   ken   zugn,   ver   ken   redn   
Vus   di    TSVEY    batayt?   
TSVEY   [02]   zenen   di   likhes   
Un   EYNER   iz   dokh   Got   
Un   got   iz   eyner   
Un   vayter,   keyner.   

  
Mu   asapru,   mu   adabru,   
Oyskhu,   oyskhu,   yam-da-da-da-da,   
Ver   ken   zugn,   ver   ken   redn   
Vus   di    DRAY    batayt?   
DRAY   [03]   zenen   di   uves   
TSVEY   [02]   zenen   di   likhes   
Un   EYNER   iz   dokh   Got   
Un   got   iz   eyner   
Un   vayter,   keyner.   
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What   should   I   tell,   What   should   I   speak,   
To   you,   to   you,   tra-la-la-la-la,   
Who   can   say,   who   can   speak   
The   meaning   of   ONE?   
ONE   is   God   
And   God   is   one   
And   beyond   that,   there   is   no   one.   
  

What   should   I   tell,   What   should   I   speak,   
To   you,   to   you,   tra-la-la-la-la,   
Who   can   say,   who   can   speak   
The   meaning   of   TWO?   
TWO   are   the   Tablets   of   the   Law   
And   ONE   is   God   
And   God   is   one   
And   beyond   that,   there   is   no   one.   
  

What   should   I   tell,   What   should   I   speak,   
To   you,   to   you,   tra-la-la-la-la,   
Who   can   say,   who   can   speak   
The   meaning   of   THREE?   
THREE   are   the   Patriarchs   
TWO   are   the   Tablets   of   the   Law   
And   ONE   is   God   
And   God   is   one   
And   beyond   that,   there   is   no   one.   

  
  



  

2   

MU   ASAPRU   (hemshekh)   
  

Mu   asapru,   mu   adabru,   
Oyskhu,   oyskhu,   yam-da-da-da-da,   
Ver   ken   zugn,   ver   ken   redn     
Vus   di    FIR    batayt?   
FIR   [04]   zenen   di   imes   
DRAY   [03]   zenen   di   uves   
TSVEY   [02]   zenen   di   likhes   
Un   EYNER   iz   dokh   Got   
Un   got   iz   eyner   
Un   vayter,   keyner.   

  
Mu   asapru,   mu   adabru,   
Oyskhu,   oyskhu,   yam-da-da-da-da,   
Ver   ken   zugn,   ver   ken   redn     
Vus   di    FIN(E)F    batayt?   
FIN(E)F   [05]   zenen   di   khamushim   
FIR   [04]   zenen   di   imes   
DRAY   [03]   zenen   di   uves   
TSVEY   [02]   zenen   di   likhes   
Un   EYNER   iz   dokh   Got   
Un   got   iz   eyner   
Un   vayter,   keyner.   

  
Mu   asapru,   mu   adabru,   
Oyskhu,   oyskhu,   yam-da-da-da-da,   
Ver   ken   zugn,   ver   ken   redn     
Vus   di    ZEKS    batayt?   
ZEKS   [06]   zenen   di   mishnayes   
FINF   [05]   zenen   di   khamushim   
FIR   [04]   zenen   di   imes   
DRAY   [03]   zenen   di   uves   
TSVEY   [02]   zenen   di   likhes   
Un   EYNER   iz   dokh   Got   
Un   got   iz   eyner   
Un   vayter,   keyner.   
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What   Should   I   Tell    (continued)   
  

What   should   I   tell,   What   should   I   speak,   
To   you,   to   you,   tra-la-la-la-la,   
Who   can   say,   who   can   speak   
The   meaning   of   FOUR?   
FOUR   are   the   Matriarchs   
THREE   are   the   Patriarchs   
TWO   are   the   Tablets   of   the   Law   
And   ONE   is   God   
And   God   is   one   
And   beyond   that,   there   is   no   one.   
  

What   should   I   tell,   What   should   I   speak,   
To   you,   to   you,   tra-la-la-la-la,   
Who   can   say,   who   can   speak   
The   meaning   of   FIVE?   
FIVE   are   the   Books   of   Moses   
FOUR   are   the   Matriarchs   
THREE   are   the   Patriarchs   
TWO   are   the   Tablets   of   the   Law   
And   ONE   is   God   
And   God   is   one   
And   beyond   that,   there   is   no   one.   
  

What   should   I   tell,   What   should   I   speak,   
To   you,   to   you,   tra-la-la-la-la,   
Who   can   say,   who   can   speak   
The   meaning   of   SIX?   
SIX   are   the   Books   of   the   Mishna   
FIVE   are   the   Books   of   Moses   
FOUR   are   the   Matriarchs   
THREE   are   the   Patriarchs   
TWO   are   the   Tablets   of   the   Law   
And   ONE   is   God   
And   God   is   one   
And   beyond   that,   there   is   no   one.   

  



  

3   

MU   ASAPRU   (hemshekh)   
  

Mu   asapru,   mu   adabru,   
Oyskhu,   oyskhu,   yam-da-da-da-da,   
Ver   ken   zugn,   ver   ken   redn     
Vus   di    ZIBN    batayt?   
ZIBN   [07]   iz   dokh   shabes   
ZEKS   [06]   zenen   di   mishnayes   
FINF   [05]   zenen   di   khamushim   
FIR   [04]   zenen   di   imes   
DRAY   [03]   zenen   di   uves   
TSVEY   [02]   zenen   di   likhes   
Un   EYNER   iz   dokh   Got   
Un   got   iz   eyner   
Un   vayter,   keyner.   

  
Mu   asapru,   mu   adabru,   
Oyskhu,   oyskhu,   yam-da-da-da-da,   
Ver   ken   zugn,   ver   ken   redn     
Vus   di    AKHT    batayt?   
AKHT   [08]   iz   der   bris   
ZIBN   [07]   iz   dokh   shabes   
ZEKS   [06]   zenen   di   mishnayes   
FINF   [05]   zenen   di   khamushim   
FIR   [04]   zenen   di   imes   
DRAY   [03]   zenen   di   uves   
TSVEY   [02]   zenen   di   likhes   
Un   EYNER   iz   dokh   Got   
Un   got   iz   eyner   
Un   vayter,   keyner.   
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What   Should   I   Tell    (continued)   
  

What   should   I   tell,   What   should   I   speak,   
To   you,   to   you,   tra-la-la-la-la,   
Who   can   say,   who   can   speak   
The   meaning   of   SEVEN?   
SEVEN,   of   course,   is   Sabbath   
SIX   are   the   Books   of   the   Mishna   
FIVE   are   the   Books   of   Moses   
FOUR   are   the   Matriarchs   
THREE   are   the   Patriarchs   
TWO   are   the   Tablets   of   the   Law   
And   ONE   is   God   
And   God   is   one   
And   beyond   that,   there   is   no   one.   
  

What   should   I   tell,   What   should   I   speak,   
To   you,   to   you,   tra-la-la-la-la,   
Who   can   say,   who   can   speak   
The   meaning   of   EIGHT?   
EIGHT   is   the   Circumcision   
SEVEN,   of   course,   is   Sabbath   
SIX   are   the   Books   of   the   Mishna   
FIVE   are   the   Books   of   Moses   
FOUR   are   the   Matriarchs   
THREE   are   the   Patriarchs   
TWO   are   the   Tablets   of   the   Law   
And   ONE   is   God   
And   God   is   one   
And   beyond   that,   there   is   no   one.   
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MU   ASAPRU   (hemshekh)   
  

Mu   asapru,   mu   adabru,   
Oyskhu,   oyskhu,   yam-da-da-da-da,   
Ver   ken   zugn,   ver   ken   redn     
Vus   di    NAYN    batayt?   
NAYN   [09]   zenen   di   khadushim   
AKHT   [08]   iz   der   bris   
ZIBN   [07]   iz   dokh   shabes   
ZEKS   [06]   zenen   di   mishnayes   
FINF   [05]   zenen   di   khamushim   
FIR   [04]   zenen   di   imes   
DRAY   [03]   zenen   di   uves   
TSVEY   [02]   zenen   di   likhes   
Un   EYNER   iz   dokh   Got   
Un   got   iz   eyner   
Un   vayter,   keyner.   

  
Mu   asapru,   mu   adabru,   
Oyskhu,   oyskhu,   yam-da-da-da-da,   
Ver   ken   zugn,   ver   ken   redn   
Vus   di    TSEN    batayt?   
TSEN   [10]   zenen   di   gebot   
NAYN   [09]   zenen   di   khadushim   
AKHT   [08]   iz   der   bris   
ZIBN   [07]   iz   dokh   shabes   
ZEKS   [06]   zenen   di   mishnayes   
FINF   [05]   zenen   di   khamushim   
FIR   [04]   zenen   di   imes   
DRAY   [03]   zenen   di   uves   
TSVEY   [02]   zenen   di   likhes   
Un   EYNER   iz   dokh   Got   
Un   got   iz   eyner   
Un   vayter,   keyner.   
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What   Should   I   Tell    (continued)   
  

What   should   I   tell,   What   should   I   speak,   
To   you,   to   you,   tra-la-la-la-la,   
Who   can   say,   who   can   speak   
The   meaning   of   NINE?   
NINE   are   the   Months   [of   Pregnancy]   
EIGHT   is   the   Circumcision   
SEVEN,   of   course,   is   Sabbath   
SIX   are   the   Books   of   the   Mishna   
FIVE   are   the   Books   of   Moses   
FOUR   are   the   Matriarchs   
THREE   are   the   Patriarchs   
TWO   are   the   Tablets   of   the   Law   
And   ONE   is   God   
And   God   is   one   
And   beyond   that,   there   is   no   one.   
  

What   should   I   tell,   What   should   I   speak,   
To   you,   to   you,   tra-la-la-la-la,   
Who   can   say,   who   can   speak   
The   meaning   of   TEN?   
TEN   are   the   Commandments   
NINE   are   the   Months   [of   Pregnancy]   
EIGHT   is   the   Circumcision   
SEVEN,   of   course,   is   Sabbath   
SIX   are   the   Books   of   the   Mishna   
FIVE   are   the   Books   of   Moses   
FOUR   are   the   Matriarchs   
THREE   are   the   Patriarchs   
TWO   are   the   Tablets   of   the   Law   
And   ONE   is   God   
And   God   is   one   
And   beyond   that,   there   is   no   one.   
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MU   ASAPRU   (hemshekh)   
  

Mu   asapru,   mu   adabru,   
Oyskhu,   oyskhu,   yam-da-da-da-da,   
Ver   ken   zugn,   ver   ken   redn   
Vus   di    EL(E)F    batayt?   
EL(E)F   [11]   zenen   di   shtern   
TSEN   [10]   zenen   di   gebot   
NAYN   [09]   zenen   di   khadushim   
AKHT   [08]   iz   der   bris   
ZIBN   [07]   iz   dokh   shabes   
ZEKS   [06]   zenen   di   mishnayes   
FINF   [05]   zenen   di   khamushim   
FIR   [04]   zenen   di   imes   
DRAY   [03]   zenen   di   uves   
TSVEY   [02]   zenen   di   likhes   
Un   EYNER   iz   dokh   Got   
Un   got   iz   eyner   
Un   vayter,   keyner.   

  
Mu   asapru,   mu   adabru,   
Oyskhu,   oyskhu,   yam-da-da-da-da,   
Ver   ken   zugn,   ver   ken   redn   
Vus   di    TSVEL(E)F    batayt?   
TSVEL(E)F   [12]   zenen   di   shvutim   
EL(E)F   [11]   zenen   di   shtern   
TSEN   [10]   zenen   di   gebot   
NAYN   [09]   zenen   di   khadushim   
AKHT   [08]   iz   der   bris   
ZIBN   [07]   iz   dokh   shabes   
ZEKS   [06]   zenen   di   mishnayes   
FINF   [05]   zenen   di   khamushim   
FIR   [04]   zenen   di   imes   
DRAY   [03]   zenen   di   uves   
TSVEY   [02]   zenen   di   likhes   
Un   EYNER   iz   dokh   Got   
Un   got   iz   eyner   
Un   vayter,   keyner.   
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What   Should   I   Tell    (continued)   
  

What   should   I   tell,   What   should   I   speak,   
To   you,   to   you,   tra-la-la-la-la,   
Who   can   say,   who   can   speak   
The   meaning   of   ELEVEN?   
ELEVEN   are   the   Stars   [of   Joseph’s   Dream]   
TEN   are   the   Commandments   
NINE   are   the   Months   [of   Pregnancy]   
EIGHT   is   the   Circumcision   
SEVEN,   of   course,   is   Sabbath   
SIX   are   the   Books   of   the   Mishna   
FIVE   are   the   Books   of   Moses   
FOUR   are   the   Matriarchs   
THREE   are   the   Patriarchs   
TWO   are   the   Tablets   of   the   Law   
And   ONE   is   God   
And   God   is   one   
And   beyond   that,   there   is   no   one.   
  

What   should   I   tell,   What   should   I   speak,   
To   you,   to   you,   tra-la-la-la-la,   
Who   can   say,   who   can   speak   
The   meaning   of   TWELVE?   
TWELVE   are   the   Tribes   [of   Israel]   
ELEVEN   are   the   Stars   [of   Joseph’s   Dream]   
TEN   are   the   Commandments   
NINE   are   the   Months   [of   Pregnancy]   
EIGHT   is   the   Circumcision   
SEVEN,   of   course,   is   Sabbath   
SIX   are   the   Books   of   the   Mishna   
FIVE   are   the   Books   of   Moses   
FOUR   are   the   Matriarchs   
THREE   are   the   Patriarchs   
TWO   are   the   Tablets   of   the   Law   
And   ONE   is   God   
And   God   is   one   
And   beyond   that,   there   is   no   one.   



  

  

6   

MU   ASAPRU   (hemshekh)   
  

Mu   asapru,   mu   adabru,   
Oyskhu,   oyskhu,   yam-da-da-da-da,   
Ver   ken   zugn,   ver   ken   redn   
Vus   di    DRAYTSN    batayt?   
DRAYTSN   [13]   iz   bar-mitsve   
TSVEL(E)F   [12]   zenen   di   shvutim   
EL(E)F   [11]   zenen   di   shtern   
TSEN   [10]   zenen   di   gebot   
NAYN   [09]   zenen   di   khadushim   
AKHT   [08]   iz   der   bris   
ZIBN   [07]   iz   dokh   shabes   
ZEKS   [06]   zenen   di   mishnayes   
FINF   [05]   zenen   di   khamushim   
FIR   [04]   zenen   di   imes   
DRAY   [03]   zenen   di   uves   
TSVEY   [02]   zenen   di   likhes   
Un   EYNER   iz   dokh   Got   
Un   got   iz   eyner   
Un   vayter,   keyner.   
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What   Should   I   Tell    (continued)   
  

What   should   I   tell,   What   should   I   speak,   
To   you,   to   you,   tra-la-la-la-la,   
Who   can   say,   who   can   speak   
The   meaning   of   THIRTEEN?   
THIRTEEN   is   Bar-Mitzvah   
TWELVE   are   the   Tribes   [of   Israel]   
ELEVEN   are   the   Stars   [of   Joseph’s   Dream]   
TEN   are   the   Commandments   
NINE   are   the   Months   [of   Pregnancy]   
EIGHT   is   the   Circumcision   
SEVEN,   of   course,   is   Sabbath   
SIX   are   the   Books   of   the   Mishna   
FIVE   are   the   Books   of   Moses   
FOUR   are   the   Matriarchs   
THREE   are   the   Patriarchs   
TWO   are   the   Tablets   of   the   Law   
And   ONE   is   God   
And   God   is   one   
And   beyond   that,   there   is   no   one.   


