
2018 Beth Sholom Gala Honorees! 
 
Lyn and Nate Light Geller 
Lyn and Nate are long-time members with an extensive history of devotion to Beth Sholom and the broader Jewish community. 
When Lyn and Nate decided to move to the New York area in 1986, they chose Teaneck so that they could join Congregation Beth 
Sholom. Even though they initially lived over 2 miles away, blizzards and heat waves could not keep them away. Ever since, they 
have been a part of our davening community. 

One of the first ways the Gellers got involved was to develop child care for the high holidays. Lyn organized and chaired a 
social action committee and then the outreach to welcome members from the former Soviet Union into Beth Sholom. Nate, who 

was working for the National Conference on Soviet Jewry at the time, was able to help. 
Lyn co-chaired the ritual committee and was a member of the board. She then took a 
break from leadership roles as she went back to work full time. In recent years, Lyn has 
served as co-chair of the Strategic Planning Committee, vice president, president, and 
member of the Personnel Committee. She is currently Chair of the Board.  

Nate has volunteered at Beth Sholom and in the wider Jewish community in 
many capacities. He is a past member of the Building Usage Committee, Youth 
Committee, Kesher Committee, and currently serves as D'var Torah coordinator for 
Minyan Koleinu and on Ayin L'tzion. He has served on the boards of the Jewish 
Federation of Northern New Jersey, the Jewish Community Relations Council of the 
JFNNJ, as chair of the Israel and World Affairs Committee of the JCRC. He has been a 
member of the Hillel Committee of the JFNNJ, an officer of the Jewish Community 

Council of Teaneck, and a member of the Strategic Planning Committee of the Solomon Schechter Day School of Bergen County.  
Both Lyn and Nate work professionally for the Jewish community: Nate, for 70 Faces Media, the leading non-profit Jewish digital 
media organization, where he is on the development team. 70 Faces Media is guided by the ancient rabbinic teaching that there are 
seventy faces to the Torah- that the creation of Jewish knowledge and narrative is the product of diverse insights, perspectives and 
personalities.  Lyn works for UJA-Federation of New York where she is executive director of the Wiener Center for Leadership and 
Learning which is committed to strengthening the Jewish community and its organizations by fostering professional and lay 
excellence. Their children, Aliza, Koby and Ariana, have many fond memories of growing up at Beth Sholom and the fun has 
increased as they are joined by their daughter-in- law Tali and their granddaughter Annaelle. 
 
Jacqueline and Michael Kates 
Jackie and Michael became members of Congregation Beth Sholom in 2010, but their history with CBS dates to Michael’s teenage 
years when his family were active members! Both have been remarkable members of the Bergen County Jewish and general 
communities. A member of the CBS Strategic Growth Initiative, Jackie has served on the 
Board of Trustees and co-chaired the Shabbaton and Legacy Committees.  

Michael is on the task force considering the adjacent synagogue-owned house. 
An attorney, he specializes in municipal law and planning and zoning. He served as 
attorney for both the Township of Teaneck and its Planning Board; he is general counsel 
emeritus to New Jersey Planning Officials. He has served as president of the Teaneck 
Jewish Community Council, Jewish Family and Children’s Services of North Jersey and the 
Jewish Association for Developmental Disabilities, and chaired the North Jersey Friendship 
House. 

Jackie was mayor of Teaneck and a member of the Township Council as well as a 
trustee and president of the Teaneck Board of Education. She served as chair of the New 
Jersey State Human Relations Council, Bergen County Human Relations Commission, 
Jewish Community Relations Council of the UJA/Federation, Township Advisory Board on 
Community Relations, Bergen-Passaic Chapter of the American Conference on Diversity and was a member of the Executive Committee 
of the National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council. She is the coordinator of Teaneck’s Age-Friendly Community Initiative, 
secretary of the Teaneck Historical Society and an appointed member of the Fort Lee Historic Preservation Commission. 

Jackie, who retired as Community Relations/Public Affairs Coordinator for Holy Name Medical Center, had a diverse career in 
several public sector roles at Fairleigh Dickinson University, as a Legislative Aide to New Jersey Assemblywoman Valerie Vainieri Huttle, 
and in the Bergen County Department of Human Services.   

Not surprisingly, she was recognized for community service with the Hannah B. Solomon Award of the National Council of 
Jewish Women and the Township’s Matthew Feldman Community Relations Award. The Kates’ have been jointly honored by the Anti-
Defamation League, Jewish Family Service, Bergen County Friends of Lubavitch, Boys Town Jerusalem, Jewish National Fund, State of 
Israel Bonds, Teaneck B’nai B’rith, Teaneck Jewish Center and the Teaneck Political Assembly. 

They are the loving parents of Meredith and David, Brian and Jonathan, and devoted grandparents of Maya. 


