
 

Letter to the Editor: 
 
I have a longstanding connection to the RJC.  Two 

weeks ago, I submitted for the Mazal Tov Corner of the 
failing RJC Bulletin a list of names of our family 

members in connection with the bar mitzvah of our 
bechor, Shloimie.  I included the name of our family 

dog, “Pause,” but somehow you wrote “Paws.”   As a 
way of saying thank you for this abuse, I have 

unilaterally decided to discount the rental fee that we 
owe for use of the social hall by 50%.  Believe you me, 

this a disgrace to our community! Some people just 
don't have it.  For starters, try getting a new 
publisher!  The FAKE NEWS Bulletin’s circulation is way 

down with its influence being at an all-time low.  Very 
few readers.  A total failure! Your reputation is in tatters.  

Sad.  Bigly. 
 

Davening-Before-the-Amud Dress Code 
 

 1. The leader must wear socks or shoes (including 
sneakers) 

2.  Open-toed sandals do not have the status of shoes 
3.   Ankle socks may not be worn with sandals  

4.  Socks may not have more than three colors 
5.  During weekdays, any color of shoes is permitted. 
6.  Unless it rains or snows or the forecast is for rain or 

snow, on Shabbat and yom tov (except for yom kippur) 
the leader must wear high-gloss shined black leather 

shoes or, if he is a vegetarian or vegan, black-imitation 
leather shoes.  On yom kippur, any non-leather foot 

covering is acceptable. 
7. Unless the jacket is from a tuxedo, all leaders must 

wear jackets that have at least two but no more than 
four buttons on the front.  

8. There is no minimum or maximum number of sleeve 
buttons. 
9.  Sweaters are permitted on non-Shabbat and non-

yom-tov days, as long as they are in compliance with 
the above rules. 

10.   Shorts are not permitted unless the air conditioning 
is broken and the indoor temperature exceeds 95 

degrees. 
11.   A barcode-style tallit must be worn from beginning 

to end, but it should not be torn or have wine or coffee 
stains on it.  At least one stripe should match every 

tzitzit color on that tallit (On the Shabbat before July 4, 
the custom is to wear red, white, and blue stripes).  

Tzitzit may be thick or thin.  As long as one can find 
support for it on the internet, any tzitzit-tying custom is 
acceptable.  Techelet tzitzit are ok as long as they come 

with a reliable hashgachah.  The tallit must be 
wool.  One may wear an atarah as long as it is 995 

sterling. 
12.   The leader must wear a head covering, which can 

be a tallit, fedora, or kippah of a minimum diameter of 8 
inches.  Such kippah must be tasteful in 

design.  Baseball caps are not permitted unless they are 
worn backwards. 

13.   There is no requirement for anyone below the age 
of 40 to wear neckwear. 
14.   The leader’s shirt must be tucked in at all times 

and the leader and his clothing may not reek of any 
tobacco or perfume smell.  If the leader has smoked 

tobacco within the 6 previous hours, he must do tevillah 
in the mikveh before he leads services. 

15.   All of the above rules are subject to change. 
 

 New Bulletin Rules 

To address confusion as to deadline for sending Bulletin 

announcements, we will restate the rules: 
1. Generally, all announcements must be received by no 

later than 5 pm on Wednesdays. 
2.  If such Wednesday precedes a national holiday (as 
defined by the closing of the New York Stock Exchange) 

on the following Monday and both the Wednesday and 
the national holiday fall out within the last 15 days of 

the secular calendar month, the deadline is 2:30 pm on 
such Wednesday. 

3. If such Wednesday precedes a national holiday (as 
defined by the closing of the New York Stock Exchange) 

on the following Monday and both the Wednesday and 
the national holiday fall out within the first 15 days of 

the secular calendar month, the deadline is 3:30 pm on 
such Wednesday. 

4. If such Wednesday precedes a national holiday (as 
defined by the closing of the New York Stock Exchange) 
on the following Monday and the Wednesday falls out 

within the first 15 days of the secular calendar month, 
the deadline is 2:30 pm on such Wednesday and the 

national holiday falls out within the last 15 days of the 
secular calendar month, the deadline is 2:30 pm on such 

Tuesday 
5.  If either such Wednesday or National Holiday falls 

out on the 16th day of a 31-day month, the 
announcements are due by 9:30 am of 

such Wednesday. 
6. Notwithstanding the above, in any week that a Jewish 
holiday falls out during which driving for non-emergency 

situations is forbidden, all announcements are due 57 ½ 
hours before candle lighting time. 

7. Notwithstanding the above, in any week that a Jewish 
holiday falls out during which lamenatzeach is omitted 

but driving for non-emergency situations is permitted, 
e.g., Chanukah, all announcements are due 52 hours 

before candle lighting time of the Shabbat in which you 
want the announcement to appear. 
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Ask the Rabbi:  
 
Each week, we share with you a recent Q&A 
from the RJC Halacha Q&A whatsapp 
group:  The Rabbinate has ruled that the new 
Gym floor cannot be kashered for Pesach be-
cause it is coated with a protective polyure-
thane coating.  Therefore, it will be off limits 
for the duration of the Holiday. 
 
Dear Rabbi, 
  
My cat has been my faithful companion for 
many, many years. Unfortunately Ketzeleh bat 
Hatul passed away. The office is giving me a 
hard time about issuing a burial permit in the 
RJC section of the cemetery. We will not cre-
mate her as the vet suggested since that is 
against halachah. Can you intervene ? We 
would like to schedule a memorial service in 
the shul. 
  
Sincerely, 
Nisht V. Allamen 
 
 
 

Minyan Update and Guidelines 

1. Many of our mitpallelim at the 7 

am Breakfast Club minyan in the Social Hall 

and 9 am Fast-break minyan in the Gym will be 

away on spring break this week-

end.  Consequently and in the spirit of reunifi-

cation, the two minyanim will join the 8 

am Breakeven service in the kitchen.  

2. In general, many consider shelishi as the 

most desirable aliyah, while others consider 

shishi as the most desirable one.  Some consid-

er revi’i as the second-most desirable while 

others consider it the least desirable.  Some 

consider the order of aliyot to represent the 

order of desirability, i.e., shelishi most desirable 

and shevi’i (or the last hosafah, as the case 

may be) the least desirable.  Some consider the 

shirah, asseret ha-diberot, or chazak, greater 

honors than shelishi or shishi.  And some would 

rather not receive an Aliyah than accept the 

tochachah.  Therefore, from now on, on each 

shabbat and yom tov morning, the gabba’im 

will invite the candidates for aliyot into the 

gabba’im’s chazarat ha-shatz “huddle” chamber 

where the gabba’im will, under the supervision 

of a CPA, conduct a modified contest of rock-

paper-scissors, whereby the winner choses first, 

the runner-up chooses second, etc. as the 

method for assigning the aliyot.  Notwithstand-

ing anything else written to the contrary, mem-

bers, who have historically received honors 

attributable to levels of priority to which they 

would not be entitled if they didn’t win the 

contest, shall be “grandfathered,” and may 

continue to receive the same kibbudim as in the 

past.  Anyone, who has been a member for at 

least the last consecutive twelve months, is 

eligible to be grandfathered.  In any case, we 

intend to evaluate the results of our new poli-

cy in two weeks, at which such time it may be 

revised. 



 

New RJC Committee Announcements 

The Executive Committee is pleased to announce that 
it has appointed several new select committees of 
members of the Congregation to articulate our values.  
We are pleased to share their names and mission 
statements: 

Permission Committee—some people like open 
windows in the Beit Midrash during cold winter 
mornings while others want them closed.  Some 
people, who attend summertime seudah shlishit in the 
Social Hall find it too cold and want the windows 
open.  Obviously, this “hotly” debated topic can lead 
to arguments, something this congregation specializes 
in avoiding.  The role of this committee is to develop 
standards for permission when to and who may open 
windows. 

Submission Committee—the role of this committee 
is to examine any proposal made to the synagogue, 
including, but not limited to, changes to the bylaws; 
fill-in cantors; annual dinner and simchat Torah 
honorees; maintenance-staff uniforms and logos; and 
prospective scholars-in-residence.  Such committee, 
upon completion of its review, shall forward its 
conclusion to the appropriate committee, which is not 
obligated to follow the recommendation made by this 
advisory committee. 

Omission Committee—when to omit tachanun is a 
passionately argued topic.  All agree that we omit it on 
days of joy.  But, what is a day of joy?  What about 
post-simchat Torah through rosh chodesh 
marcheshvan?  How many days after shavuot should 
we skip the prayer?  If yom haatzmaut is observed on 
a day other than 5 iyar, should we skip tachanun on 
that day as well as on 5 iyar?  If a brit takes place at 
the 7:45 shacharit minyan, should we omit its 
recitation at Bert’s 6 am minyan?  If the favorite 
baseball team of the President of the RJC wins the 
World Series, is that a day of joy?  If so, do we omit 
tachanun at the subsequent shacharit and minchah or 
only shacharit (obviously, because we are not nevi’im 
and cannot predict the future, tachanun would be 
recited at minchah preceding the game)?  Does the 
simchah extend for 7 days?  Would we recite 
tachanun on the anniversary of the victory or is this a 
one-time simchah only?  If several mitpallelim need to 
vacate their parking spaces in front of the Public 
School by 7 am and tefillah is running late, may the 
tzibbur skip tachanun?  If so, what is the minimum 
number of mitpallelim that would allow this exception?  
Some say that we should not recite tachanun on the 
yahrzeit of a tzaddik.  Why would that be a joyous 
occasion?  What are the standards for determining 
who is such a person?  Presumably, during the last 
5778 years, a tzaddik has died on every day of the 
year.  Perhaps, therefore, we should never recite 
tachanun.  The mission of this committee is to set 
standards for when to say tachanun. 

Transmission Committee—the purpose of this 
committee is to determine who may transmit Torah in 
our synagogue and what professional synagogue roles 
may women have in our congregation.  Another goal 
is to promote the study of Torah in the community. 

Carbon-Emissions Commission Committee—the 
purpose of this committee is to commission a study 
into the acquisition of a solar-panel system to reduce 

the Synagogue’s carbon-dioxide emission, report to 
the members the equivalent number of trees planted 
and number of equivalent automobile miles saved, the 
annual energy cost savings, and the expected payback 
period. 

Intermission Committee—this committee’s mission 
is to plan programming for the intermission between 
musaf and minchah on yom kippur. 

Decommission Committee—this committee will 
focus on setting standards for decommissioning 
tashmishei kedushah, such as sifrei Torah, siddurim, 
chumashim, machzorim, Torah mantels, shulchan 
covers, and aron ha-kodesh parochot, under the 
leadership of the synagogue’s assistant librarian. 

Readmission Committee—members who have 
withdrawn from daf yomi classes and want to rejoin 
them must have their academic records reviewed by 
members of this committee before they can return to 
the shiurim. 

Gabbai Search Committee—it is obvious what the 
role of this committee is.  Qualities that the Committee 
seeks include someone who has a thick skin, and who 
is willing to walk a cumulative 1.5 miles just within the 
Main Sanctuary every Shabbat.  Gabbai must be a 
strong enough to remove sifrei Torah (which are laden 
with heavy silver) from the upper deck of the Aron 
Hakodesh.  Candidate must have a good enough 
memory to be able to recall on motzaei Shabbat who 
received which kibbud so that he may enter it into a 
database.  Person must have a thick skin and know 
the halachot of who has priority before the amud.  
Just in case, if it is not clear, the Gabbai must be able 
to tolerate endless criticism. 

Kiddush Club Committee—this committee will 
discuss the appropriateness of such a club.  
Specifically, whether it should be open to all members 
of the congregation—men and women alike; whether 
prayer services should be suspended during the club’s 
convening or if the club’s activities should take place 
after services; whether kelei kodesh should recite the 
Kiddush there; if a devar Torah is recited, should it be 
followed by a kaddish derabbanan (it is assumed that 
no one in avelut will attend, but a baal yahrzeit 
might); should the club convene on leilei shabbat 
v’yom tov; where should it convene; and whether pas 
palter is permitted to be the only mezonot served at 
these functions or must pas yisrael be the exclusive 
mezonot. 

Sermon-Evaluation Committee—this committee 
will develop standards for providing immediate 
feedback to the preacher on the effectiveness of his 
style; clarity of speech; ability to speak in complete 
sentences; inspiration; relevance to the parashah or 
current events, and duration.  Because of Shabbat 
restrictions, scoring must be done mechanically.  
Committee shall consider use of Olympics-style judges 
holding up scoring cards, where the low and high will 
be tossed out and the remaining scores will be 
averaged.  Committee shall develop weights for each 
category scored.  Committee shall also interview and 
select judges. 
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Two Memorable News Items from the 
Past 

In Berlichingen, there was much machlo-
ket.  One particular dispute was about wheth-
er on certain shabbatot, yekum purkan was 
said.  It came to a heated argument such 
that it was decided to present the case to a 
secular court in Künzelsau.  All the litigants 
from Berlichingen were assembled and anx-
ious for the gentile judge to start the pro-
ceedings.  After a while, the shul president 
announced “Mr. Judge, both parties are pre-
sent—we can start with the proceed-
ings.”  The judge looked around and said, “I 
don’t see Mr. Yekum and Mr. Purkan—we 
cannot start the trial.”   

One Shabbat as the chazzan finished Yekum 
Purkan, he looked to the rabbi to signal 
whether or not to say Av HaRachamim since 
it was one of “those” Shabbatot. Before the 
rabbi could nod either way, a loud voice 
came from the third row on the left and said 
“Yes, we say it this Shabbat”, while two rows 
back came an equally vociferous response 
that we do not say it this week. Soon a cho-
rus of voices joined the fray and the cacopho-
ny was certainly not befitting in a shul. While 
the heated debate raged the chazzan said to 
the rabbi, “I just wanted to know what our 
minhag is.” The rabbi responded, “Apparently 
this is our minhag!”  

 

Reminder 

Please do not call the Rabbi during his family 
time, between 6-7 PM, unless it is truly an 
emergency.  Recently someone called the 
Rabbi during those hours and insisted that 
the Rebbetzen interrupt him.  What was the 
emergency?  The member had just awoken 
from a dream in which he davened every 
word of maariv aloud.  He wanted to know if 
he was required to daven maariv 
(again).  The Rabbi responded, “If you 
dreamt that you ate supper, would you there-
fore skip that meal?”  

 

 

The contributors to the RJC 
Purim Bulletin dedicate it in 
honor of Dr. Bert Kabak and 
pray that he returns speedily 
to his responsibilities as gab-
bai par excellence. 


