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A New Season 
Begins…
The Riverdale Jewish Center is proud to invite our 
members, friends and the broader community to 
an outstanding and exciting fall/winter program 
at our shul. Inside these pages you will discover 
scholars to inspire new ideas, music to reach new 
heights, social events to engage new friends and 
myriad other ways to renew your connection to 
The RJC. 
Our community has a rich history and a strong 
tradition. As this new season begins, we lean 
on that tradition to propel us into the future. 
Our clergy, professional staff, lay leadership and 
amazing volunteers have come together to present 
this semester as a celebration of who we are and a 
pilot for what we believe we can still become. 
But we cannot do it without you. Every minyan, shiur 
and program is only as good as the men, women, 
boys and girls who attend. As we present new 
opportunities, we need your energy, enthusiasm 
and spirit of volunteership to suit. Make new 
friends, try a new class, connect us with a new 
member. Together we can make this our most 
successful season yet. 
So join us on the exciting journey ahead. Bring your 
family and your friends. Together we can dream 
new dreams, take new risks, and achieve new goals 
at The Riverdale Jewish Center.
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Being a member of the RJC provides you with involvement in our vibrant community, including: a myriad of 
opportunities to learn from the brightest Torah minds through our Rabbinic Team, Scholars in Residence, and 
multiple other daily and weekly Torah classes; a forum for you to support and better the welfare of our local 
fellow Jews, as well as our brethren in Israel; ownership of the continued growth and betterment of our RJC 
community, through participation in shul leadership, committees, and programming; the ability to celebrate a 
simcha in our sacred shul together with you RJC family; the opportunity to forge relationships with a community 
that supports you and your family during both difficult times and monumental life milestones; occasions to 
give concrete expression to our shared value of chessed; a full calendar of youth activities and programming, 
including Shabbat groups, Saturday Night Learning, and Sensational Sunday programs; and so much more!

Register today at www.rjconline.org/membership

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!

Connect with the RJC!

Download the app!
Looking for minyan times? Need to register 
for an event? Want to make a donation? Do 
it the easy way with the RJC app! Search for 
“Riverdale Jewish Center” in the Apple App 
store or on Google Play

Season 2

Drasha Deconstructed
An RJC Parsha Podcast Hosted by
Rabbi Yitzi Genack and Rabbi Scott Hoberman

Available on Apple and Google Podcasts

RJC Halacha Q&A: A lively discussion of practical 
Jewish Law

RJC Ahavas Chessed: Connect with opportunities 
to help others in real time

RJC Minyan Makers: For updates and Minyanim 
needs throughout the week 

WhatsApp 
Groups
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RJC Beit 
Midrash Series

Go Fund Me: Tzedakah Meets the 21st Century
Monday Evenings with Rabbi Dovid Zirkind at 7:30 PM
November 11 & 25 and December 2 & 9
This four-part series explores the philosophy and laws of 
Tzedakah; how they intersect with the contemporary values of 
globalization and technology. Why and how do we give charity 
today? How can Halacha guide us in navigating the traditional 
spirit of giving with the latest trends in philanthropy?
 
Gentlemen’s Kollel
Tuesday Afternoons with Rabbi Yitzi Genack at 2:15 PM
Gentlemen’s Kollel is an opportunity for men to engage 
deeply in the study of Gemara and Halacha. The program is 
specifically formatted for people who want to spend their 
afternoons immersed in Torah study.

Illuminating Tefillah: An In-Depth Analysis of Our 
Siddur
Wednesday Mornings with Rabbi Dovid Zirkind
 following the 7:45 AM Schacharit
This weekly course will explore the Tefillot of Aleinu, Kaddish, 
and Anim Zemirot, with a focus on their development from 
ancient times to the siddurim of today.
 
Mishmar Series
Thursday Evenings with Rabbi Yitzi Genack and 
Rabbi Scott Hoberman at 8:15 PM
Join Rabbi Genack and Rabbi Hoberman as we return to this 
beloved Yeshiva ritual. Of course, cholent and salami will be 
served. Our first topic is, “Absolute Truth: The Jewish View of 
Differing Perspectives.” 
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Daf Yomi
Our daily Daf meets after the first minyan during the week 
and one hour before the latest Mincha on Shabbat. Daf 
Yomi is in the home stretch to completing all 2,711 pages 
of the Babylonian Talmud and looks forward to two things: 
starting Brachot on January 5th and you joining us. The 
class is taught by David Quint where the fundamentals of 
Gemara are taught on a high level for all to understand.

Halacha B’Iyun
Sundays at 7:30 AM
Join us every Sunday morning for an in-depth Halacha 
class based on the parsha. Rabbi Eliezer Sher’s unique style 
has generated devoted students. Each class is a stand-
alone class so join us any week for coffee, camaraderie and 
a great class. 

Parsha and Talmud 
w/ Rabbi Dreilich
Rabbi Dr. Moshe Drelich ’s 
Shabbat Parsha and Talmud 
Sanhedrin Shiur follows 
the 7:00 AM minyan and 
Kiddush. Join us for shiur, 
kiddush and wonderful 
camaraderie. 

Weekly Hashkama 
Shiur
Rabbi Charles Sheer 
delivers a weekly shiur 
following our 8:00 AM 
Hashkama Minyan and 
Kiddush. Themes change 
throughout the season and 
include guest presentations 
as well.

Scotch, Salami, and 
Shiur
A feature of our Young 
Couples Minyan, this 
lively shiur meets in the 
Beit Midrash following 
davening, including 
interactive learning and 
great refreshments. All are 
welcome to attend.

Aruch 
HaShulchan’s 
Hilchot Shabbat
Rabbi Moshe Neiss leads 
a weekly halacha shiur 
on Shabbat afternoons 
between Mincha and 
Maariv. This in-depth study 
of Hilchot Shabbat is a text 
based and engaging study 
open to all.  

Daf Yomi will make a siyum on the Babylonian Talmud 
on January 4, 2020. There will be an outdoor celebration 
at MetLife Stadium on January 1. Visit thesiyum.org and 

use code DY-10463-1227A to order tickets.

There will be a siyum celebration at the RJC on Motzei 
Shabbat, January 4, at 7:00 PM. Friends and family will 

celebrate through food and interactive learning.

Daf Yomi at the RJC meets every day after the first 
minyan and on Shabbat before the latest Mincha. 

Email rjcadulted@gmail.com with any questions and 
join the Daf Yomi WhatsApp group: tinyurl.com/rjcdaf

SIYUM HASHAS

WEEKLY CLASSES

SHABBAT SHIURIM
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Shabbat Scholars 
In Residence

Rabbi Moshe Tzvi Weinberg
November 22–23, 2019
Rabbi Moshe Tzvi Weinberg currently serves as the Mashpia for Congregation Beth 
Abraham in Bergenfield. In this role, Rabbi Weinberg strives to inspire and encourage his 
community to grow spiritually. Rabbi Weinberg teaches at Yeshiva University’s Stone Beit 
Midrash Program (SBMP), where he also serves as Mashgiach Ruchani. A graduate of 
Yeshiva University, Rabbi Weinberg received his semicha from Rabbi Zalman Nechemia 
Goldberg of Jerusalem and has also been certified by the Center for Integrated Teacher 
Education. Rabbi Weinberg has worked as a Jewish educator for the past fifteen years.

Rabbi Dr. Michael Rosensweig & Professor Smadar Rosensweig
December 6–7, 2019
Rabbi Dr. Michael Rosensweig occupies the Nathan and Perel Schupf Chair in Talmud 
at the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary and is a Rosh Yeshiva in the Mazer 
School of Talmudic Studies of Yeshiva University as well as Rosh Kollel Elyon. He received 
his semikha from RIETS and was a distinguished fellow of its post-semikha institute, the 
Gruss Kollel Elyon. Rabbi Rosensweig was a student of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveichik for 
seven years, and a student of Rav Aharon Lichtenstein at Yeshivat Har Etzion.
Professor Smadar Rosensweig is a world renowned Jewish educator and lecturer in 
Tanach. She is a clinical associate professor of Bible and Judaic Studies at Stern College 
for Women, Yeshiva University, where she is active in the spiritual life on campus. Professor 
Rosensweig holds an M.A. and M.Phil. from Columbia University in Jewish History, where 
she studied under Professor Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi and was a presidential fellow. 
Previously, she was a professor of Judaic Studies at Lander College for Women, Touro 
College, and a senior lecturer of Tanach at the Allegra Franco Teachers College.

Rabbi Avishai David
January 17–18, 2020
Rabbi Avishai Chaim David is the Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Torat Shraga in Bayit Vegan, 
Israel. He was the founding rabbi of Beit Medrash Torani Leumi (BMTL) in Beit Shemesh 
as well. He studied under Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik for 14 years and received his semicha 
from the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary at Yeshiva University. He is a student 
of Rabbi Avigdor Nevenzahl. Rabbi David is the author of "Dorosh Darash Yosef" a sefer on 
the weekly parsha based on the shiurim of Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik.
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Motzei Shabbat Conversations
With Rabbi Dovid and Rebbetzin Ariella Zirkind

A series on pursuing spirituality in our modern world.
Come listen, shmooze, eat, and drink with your friends and get to know the Zirkinds.

November 23, 7:30 PM at the home of 
Bryna and Josh Landes

From Mystic to Millennial: Making Judaism 
Meaningful at Every Stage of Life

December 14, 7:30 PM at the home of 
Elizabeth Holland and Gidon Rothstein

From Text to Tech: 
Literature For The 21st Century Jew

Space is limited. Please register at  www.rjconline.org/event/conversation

Women’s Rosh Chodesh Series
REBBETZIN AVIVA FEINER

Finding the Light Inside
Sunday, December 8, 8:00 PM

Rebbetzin Aviva Feiner is the Rebbetzin of Congregation Kneseth 
Israel (The White Shul) in Far Rockaway, a Mechanches at TAG 
High School, and a guest lecturer at Stern College for Women.

DR. TAMMY JACOBOWITZ
Hallel’s Potential to Radically Change Your Life

Sunday, January 5, 8:00 PM
Dr. Tammy Jacobowitz is the chair of the Tanakh department 

and a full-time Judaic Studies teacher at SAR High School. She 
is a member of the Shalom Hartman Institute of North America 

faculty. Dr. Jacobowitz received her PhD in Midrash from the 
University of Pennsylvania, is a recipient of the Wexner Graduate 

Fellowship, and is a graduate of the Drisha Scholars Circle.

Women’s Health and Halacha Committee Proudly Presents
Perspectives on Being Single in the Orthodox Community
Motzei Shabbat, January 4 at 7:30 PM  

The RJC Women’s Health and Halacha committee invites you to come hear and 
learn from a panel of individuals who will share different perspectives, ideas 
and stories related to both the experience of being single and being a parent of 
someone who is single in the Orthodox community.

The Rosh Chodesh Series is an RJC Women Learning Series 
sponsored by the Salamon Family in memory of Mrs Rose Salamon z”l.
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Weekly Groups

Kinderminyan 
Kinderminyan is our family-friendly Friday night Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv program 
which takes place in the winter in the Beit Midrash. With an emphasis on singing and 
dancing, parents and children can cherish bringing in Shabbat together. Children enjoy a 
parsha story and a chance to drink the special Friday night grape juice after kiddush. 

Tot Shabbat 
Tot Shabbat offers babies and toddlers a chance to experience the excitement of Shabbat 
with loved ones. Parents and children participate in a sing-along program run by Youth 
Committee volunteers. Each child feels special and important in their own colorful chair, 
and end of the program with a kiddush of grape juice and snack! Tot Shabbat offers a 
wonderful chance for children and parents alike to form a community at the RJC. 

Shabbat Groups 
Shabbat Groups take place each week for children in Pre-K, Kindergarten & 1st grade, 
and 2nd& 3rd grade. Every Shabbat features an activity related to the week's parsha and 
beautiful Tefilot with the guidance of the new Koren Youth Siddur. Each group is taught 
specific tefillot to further their familiarity with the siddur. Our dynamic and talented 
Youth Leaders build strong relationships with the children in their group and serve as role 
models for both religious and personal growth. Groups offer a meaningful and fun way for 
children to connect with their peers while fostering a positive shul experience. 

Junior Congregation 
Junior Congregation is offered to boys and girls in 4th and 5th grade. As our children 
mature, our Shabbat groups program matures with them. This program offers an 
opportunity for children to develop their knowledge and familiarity with the Tefilot of 
Shabbat, which are rarely taught in a school setting. As they transition out of groups, 
our middle-schoolers are brought into our Teen Minyan for Tefilat Mussaf to create a 
comfortability with davening in a more shul-like setting. 

Teen Minyan 
Teen Minyan allows our robust junior high and high school population leadership 
opportunities in their own weekly minyan. Our teen volunteers coordinate leining and 
davening for the amud, under the guidance of our Teen Minyan Leader, Azi Fine, who also 
delivers a weekly age-appropriate drasha. At the conclusion of the minyan, our teens 
enjoy socializing over a delicious hot kiddush!  
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SNL
SATURDAY 
NIGHT
LEARNING

Motzei Shabbat All 
Winter
45 Minutes after Shabbat in the 
RJC Beit Midrash
 

Saturday Night Learning is for children of all ages 
and their families. Bring your children to learn 
and grow. You can bring your own books or take 
one from our children's library. Pizza dinner is 
served and the program ends with a raffle and 
prizes. 

RJC YOUTH PROUDLY PRESENTS

Glow in the Dark Musical 
Havdallah
Motzei Shabbat November 16, 
5:20 PM

RJC Youth Invites the entire 
community to an awesome, child-
focused musical havdallah experience. 
Come in pajamas, grab a glow stick 
and enjoy breakfast for dinner as we 
dance the night away. 

 

Release Your Inner 
Picasso! 6th–8th Grade 
Girls Paint Night
Motzei Shabbat November 16, 
7:30-9:30 PM

All girls in the 6th-8th grade are 
invited to have a blast at Paint Night. 
You’ll create your own painting, 
guided by a professional artist. Light 
refreshments will be served. Pre-
registration is required and is $10 per 
participant.
To register, visit www.rjconline.org/
event/paintnight.

Pre-Thanksgiving 
Sensational Sunday
November 17, 10:00–11:30 AM

Sensational Sunday is a highlight of 
each month for our youth. Join us in 
the social hall for seasonal games 
and activities for children and their 
parents. Earlier this year we hosted 
Chopped for kids, Shofar Making 
and a Puppy Party! Please join us 
for a special Pre-Thanksgiving arts 
and crafts, not to be missed. We 
have more great Sundays in store 
throughout the winter. Stay tuned for 
more information.
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Celebrate Chanukah 
at The RJC!

Touch of Class 
Chanukah Boutique
Motzei Shabbat, December 7, 7:30-11:00 PM. 
We look forward to seeing everyone at the RJC Chanukah Boutique. 
There is a fantastic line up of vendors, plus a BBQ and scotch tasting. 
Please come and bring your family and friends! Below is a list of some 
of this year’s vendors:
• The Cheese Guy 
• The Doily Lady 
• Pomoto Jewelry 
• SplenD’Or 
• Fancy That Hat 
• Accessorize and 

Sparkle 
• Patch And More 
• Iron Chef Foods 

• The Jewish 
Quarter 

• La Chapeau Hats 
• All Star Fabrics 
• Yessirr 
• Tutus and Ties 
• Jujubeegifts 
• Lisa’s Garage 
• Modern Gem 

• BaeChicly 
• Devoted 

Headwear 
• Sparkle by Sima 
• Art and Scroll Inc 
• and so many 

more!

Chanukah Candles & Oil Sale 
for RJC Women
This year, RJC women is organizing a 
Chanukah fundraiser selling a variety 
oils and candles in time for Chanukah. 
Orders can be made through the RJC 
office or website. This sale is Pre-
order only. Proceeds go directly to 
our outstanding programs.  Visit the 
website for further information and 
don’t forget to order soon!  
www.rjconline.org/candles

RJC Women Presents: 
Latkes & Looks
Share your artistic side with our 
community! RJC Women invites our 
teens to a special pre-Chanukah 
decorating event to enhance our shul 
for the season. For more information, 
and to volunteer, please contact Malki 
Bernstein or the RJC office.

Shabbat Chanukah Friday 
Night Tisch 
At The Genack Home 
December 27th at 8:00 PM 
Shoshana and Rabbi Yitzi Genack 
welcome the community to their 
home for a tisch in honor of the light 
of Chanukah. Bring a dvar Torah and 
enjoy the singing and foods of the 
Chanukah experience.
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RJC Annual
Cholent Cook-Off 
Shabbat Dinner 
Shabbat, January 10th 

The Riverdale Jewish Center invites you and your family 
to Friday Night Dinner and our 4th Annual Cholent 
Cook-Off. Cholent is not a recipe; it’s an argument 
between friends. We carry on that competitive, friendly 
tradition with our Cholent Cook-Off. Join us as our 
competitors battle for cholent supremacy! Come eat, 
mingle, and choose your favorite cholent. Bring your 
vote and your appetite!
Details and registration coming soon at  
www.rjconline.org/cholent

Oneg with Chazzan Shim 
Parshat Vayishlach • December 13–14

Mazal tov to Chazzan Shim Craimer on the release of 
his most recent album Covering Classics. Chazzan Shim 
invites the community to a special Friday Night Tisch on 
his visit in December. Time and location to follow!

This season and every season, our shul comes to life thanks to the tireless hard work of our 
volunteers. Thank you to all our committees for adding enthusiasm, creativity and passion to 

this program. Thank you to Jay Bar-David for his outstanding photography. Have more ideas for 
the future? We can’t wait to hear them! Stay tuned for an excellent 2020 at the RJC!

THANK YOU!
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