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Yamim Noraim 
5782 at The RJC

Ceremony and Celebration 
This year we celebrated the New 

Year with a special edition of 
Ceremony and Celebration by Rabbi 

Jonathan Sacks, z”l, sponsored by 
Susan and David Tessel. If you have 

not yet received your copy of this 
inspirational work, please contact 

the RJC office.

Tashlich
Join the RJC community for Tashlich over 
the Hudson on the first day of Rosh Hashana, 
immediately following Mincha. Open to men and 
women of all ages!

Kol Nidrei Appeal
This annual High Holiday appeal is one of the 
major fundraisers of our year. Please consider 
making your pledge today at 
www.rjconline.org/form/kolnidrei2021.html

Shabbat Shuva Drasha with Rabbi Dovid Zirkind
Shabbat, September 11, at 6:45 PM
The Curious Case of the Forbidden Machzor: Why Are My 
Tefillot Not Being Answered and What Can I Do to Change It?

Everything You Need to Know about Shemittah, with Rabbi Joel Cohn
Sunday, September 12, at 10:30 AM on Zoom

The coming year 5782 is Shemittah in Israel. What does Shemittah really look and feel like in Israel? 
How does the Israeli Kosher consumer observe Shemittah in their garden and kitchen? In this 

multimedia session, Rabbi Joel Cohn, former SAR principal and current resident of Yerushalayim, 
will present a brief history of Shemittah observance and the various options of how Shemittah is 

being observed.

You’ve Got COVID Questions? 
We’ve got the answers!

While we have planned for an exciting year of in-
person programming, our RJC Reopening Committee 

is actively updating our protocols in conjunction 
with the latest health and safety 

guidelines. Please visit our website for 
any changes to our program calendar 
or simply scan the QR code here to be 

taken to our updates page.

September 11 Memorial Service                                          
The RJC community marks the 20th anniversary of 9/11 with a special commemorative 

service featuring Chazzan Shim Craimer and remarks by our newly-elected City 
Council Member Eric Dinowitz. The program will take place in the Main Sanctuary 

immediately following Mussaf (approximately 11:00AM).
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Artisan Sukkah Woodworking with RJC Member and 
Craftsman Yehudah Shemen
Sunday, September 19, at 10:00 AM
RJC Youth invites our families to a special workshop with our very 
own Yehuda Shemen in which we will build, paint, and decorate 
miniature Sukkot. These family keepsakes will be the perfect 
centerpiece for your Yom Tov table. Details and registration to follow.  

Dinner in the Sukkah
Monday, September 20, and Tuesday, September 21
Join the RJC community for delicious, catered meals in the Sukkah. 
Registration and pricing to follow.

Lulav and Etrog Sale
RJC and Riverdale Judaica are partnering to bring you Arba Minim. 
Choose from hundreds of lulavim and etrogim, and purchase your 
set at Riverdale Judaica. When you purchase your set, be sure to 
mention you’re with the RJC.

Simchat Beit HaShoeva Friday Night Oneg
Friday, September 24, at 9:00 PM
Gather with your friends, family, and community for a beautiful night 
of ruach, zemirot, Divrei Torah, and refreshments as we celebrate 
Shabbat Chol HaMoed together. 

Kol HaNearim Campaign
On Simchat Torah, our children gather under a tallit for the Kol 
Ha’Nearim aliyah. Our beautiful chuppah is enhanced by the names 
of our children and grandchildren embroidered upon it. Please 
consider adding your children’s names to this beautiful project by 
September 2: www.rjconline.org/form/talit5782.

Sukkot 5782 
at The RJC
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With Rabbi Yitzi Genack
Tuesdays at 2:00 PM in the 

Main Sanctuary
Gentlemen’s Kollel is an opportunity 

for men to engage deeply in the study 
of Gemara and Halacha. The program 

is specifically formatted for people 
who want to spend their afternoons 

immersed in Torah study. Contact 
Rabbi Genack for more information.

With Rabbi Charles Sheer
Thursdays at 7:30 PM on 

Zoom
Join Rabbi Sheer for his weekly 

shiur. Themes change throughout 
the season and include guest 

presentations, as well. Call 718-549-
2580 for more information.

with Rabbi Dr. Moshe 
Drelich

Shabbat mornings 
following the 7:00 AM 

Shacharit
Join our very own Rabbi Drelich for a 
weekly kiddush and inspiring Parsha 

discussion along with the members of 
our first minyan of the day.

Gentlemen’s 
Kollel

Shabbat Morning  
Parsha Shiur

RJC Beit Medrash Series

Hashkama
Shiur

The Maharal: 
Commentator, Kabbalist, 

and Critic

With Rabbi Dovid Zirkind
Monday Evenings, October 11 – November 15 at 8:00 PM
Explore the remarkable life of Prague’s 16th Century giant, through his 
profound works and classic writings. This series will study selections 
of the Kitvei Maharal, with a focus on his response to the issues of his 
day, including Science and Evolution, Mysticism, Kashrut, Rabbinic 
Leadership, and more. Together we will see how a little-known figure 
from Prague became one of the great philosophers of Modern Jewish 
History and how his writings from nearly 400 years ago continue to 
resonate, enhancing and inspiring Jewish life in the 21st century.
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The Learning Sponsorship Program allows members and friends of our shul to dedicate a day of 
learning for the zechut of a yahrzeit, a refuah for a choleh, or in honor of a birthday, anniversary, or 
other occasion you wish to recognize. The Learning Sponsorship Program includes all Divrei Torah 

that take place during the day of the sponsorship. Each sponsorship appears in the weekly bulletin, 
and will be announced prior to any shiur or learning on the day of the sponsorship. Sponsor online: 

https://www.rjconline.org/learningsponsor

Learning Sponsorship Program

Daf Yomi Semichat Chaver   
 Program

Sundays at 7:30 AM 
Monday-Friday at 6:30 AM 

One hour before the last 
Mincha on Shabbat

Meets in the Boardroom, with a 
Zoom option available Sunday 

through Friday. All are welcome.
Zoom: tinyurl.com/davidsdaf

WhatsApp group: 
tinyurl.com/rjcdaf

With Rabbi Yitzi Genack 
Thursdays at 8:30 PM  

at The RJC

Join us for an innovative, fast-
paced, interactive practical halacha 

learning program. It is designed 
to be accessible to everyone from 

beginner to advanced learners. Upon 
successfully passing a written exam, 

each member will receive Bal-Habatim 
Semicha from Chief Rabbi Shlomo 
Amar & Harav Herschel Schachter. 

The Kaddish Club is designed 
to support people during their 

year of mourning and is not 
only for those saying Kaddish. 

This group meets monthly 
and investigates the spiritual 

and emotional depths of 
Aveilut, Kaddish, and memory. 

Contact Rabbi Genack for more 
information and to join.

The Kaddish Club

RIVERDALE JEWISH CENTER/YESHIVA UNIVERSITY 
NIGHT SEDER
Beginning this October, the RJC is proud to partner with Yeshiva 
University for an exciting new Night Seder initiative in our Beit Midrash. 
Chavruta pairs from Yeshiva will join us Monday through Thursday evening in 
the RJC Beit Midrash and you are invited to join them and enhance the Kol 
Torah of our shul. Bring a Chavruta, come learn with your children or reach 
out to us to connect you with a partner. Take advantage of the warm Torah 
environment and join us nightly, weekly or any time. Night Seder will run from 
8:00-9:30PM, followed by Maariv. Complete schedule and details to follow.

Coming This  
Fall!
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Spend Shabbat with RJC Youth!

KINDERMINYAN
Kinderminyan is our family-friendly Friday 
night Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv program 
and begins again on November 12. With an 
emphasis on singing and dancing, parents 
and children can cherish bringing in Shabbat 
together. Children enjoy a parsha story and a 
chance to drink the special Friday night grape 
juice after kiddush. 

TOT SHABBAT
Tot Shabbat offers babies and toddlers 
a chance to experience the excitement 
of Shabbat with loved ones. Parents and 
children participate in a sing-along program 
run by Youth Committee volunteers. 
Tot Shabbat offers a wonderful chance 
for children and parents alike to form a 
community at the RJC. Weekly registration is 
required to participate in this program.

SHABBAT GROUPS
Groups take place each week for children 
in Pre-K, Kindergarten & 1st grade, and 2nd 
& 3rd grade. Every Shabbat features an 
activity related to the week's parsha and 
beautiful tefillot to further their familiarity 
with the siddur. Our dynamic and talented 
Youth Leaders build strong relationships 
with the children in their group and serve as 
role models for both religious and personal 

growth. Groups offer a meaningful and fun 
way for children to connect with their peers 
while fostering a positive shul experience. 

JUNIOR CONGREGATION
Offered to boys and girls in 4th and 5th 
grade, this program offers an opportunity 
for children to develop their knowledge and 
familiarity with the tefillot of Shabbat. As they 
transition out of groups, our middle-schoolers 
are brought into our Teen Minyan for Tefillat 
Mussaf to create a comfortability with 
davening in a more shul-like setting.

TEEN MINYAN
Teen Minyan allows our robust junior high 
and high school population leadership 
opportunities in their own weekly minyan. 
Our teen volunteers coordinate leining and 
davening from the amud, under the guidance 
of our Teen Minyan Leader, who also delivers 
a weekly age-appropriate drasha. 

SATURDAY NIGHT LEARNING
Saturday Night Learning begins November 
13 and is for children of all ages and their 
families. Bring your children to learn and 
grow, and end the night with a special raffle 
and prizes.

RJC Youth Save the Dates!
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Spend Shabbat with RJC Youth! RJC Youth Save the Dates!

Wednesday, September 1
Middle School BBQ at the Hallers

Sunday, September 19 
Artisan Woodworking and Sukkah Decorating

Thursday, September 23 
Junior High Packing for Simchat Torah

Tuesday, September 28 
Kids Hakafot for all Ages

Sunday, October 3
Parshat Noach Sensational Sunday

Shabbat, November 20
Glow in the Dark Havdalah

Sunday, November 21
Youth & Seniors Intergenerational 

Chessed Project

Wednesday, November 24
Junior High Sports Event and
 Cookie Decorating for FDNY

Shabbat, December 18
Musical Havdalah

Bat Mitzvah Program
2021 REGISTRATION 
NOW OPEN

A six-session program led by 
Ariella Zirkind for 6th grade girls. 
Engaging learning, fun activities, crafts, 
Shabbat meals and more!
Visit www.rjconline.org to register today.
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Eat, Drink, and Celebrate!

Mark your calendars! Spend Shabbat with the RJC

Kiddush
In addition to our weekly hot kiddush, 

please join us for these special Shabbatot.

September 11
The First Big Kiddush of the Year

October 16
Annual Lech Lecha Kiddush

November 6 • Fall Treats
Enjoy a babka bar, seasonal 
drinks, and pumpkin spice
December 4 • Chanukah

Celebrate with sufganiyot, 
latkes, and more!

Friday Night Dinner

November 12
Kinder Minyan/Tot Shabbat 

Youth Dinner
November 19

Scholar in Residence 
Rabbi Menachem Penner

December 17
Breakout learning sessions 
for adults and teens/college 

students

Friday Night Tisch

November 12
 In honor of Daylight Savings

December 3
Shabbat Chanukah with 

Chazzan Shim
December 24

Nittel Nacht Ruach and 
Chinese at the home of 
Rabbi Dovid and Ariella 

Zirkind

Sponsorship Opportunities Available
Our communal gatherings are made possible by the generous support of our members and friends. 

Please consider sponsoring one of our many events this fall. Thank you for helping bring our community 
together. Contact Oren Hiller at oren@rjconline.org for further information.
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Eat, Drink, and Celebrate!

Mark your calendars! Spend Shabbat with the RJC

Shabbat with Chazzan Shulem Lemmer
Shabbat, October 22–23

Shulem Lemmer will lead us in Kabbalat Shabbat, 
Mussaf, and a special musical program. Please join us for 
an inspiring and uplifting Shabbat!

Shulem is the most recent rising star of the Jewish musical 
tradition that has been intertwined in the life, faith, and culture 
of the Jewish people throughout their history. Whether it's 
prayers, psalms, or contemporary classics, this youthful 
Brooklyn tenor finds in music something rich and affirming, 
an endeavor that makes the soul soar and the spirit rise and 
speaks to the human condition.

Scholar in Residence
Rabbi Menachem Penner
Shabbat, November 19–20

Friday Night Dinner and Dessert
Shabbat Morning Drasha
Seudah Shlishit
Rabbi Menachem Penner is the Max and Marion Grill Dean of Rabbi 
Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary at Yeshiva University. Rabbi 
Penner received his semikha from RIETS in 1994 and his BA from 
Yeshiva College in 1991. A longtime friend of the RJC, Rabbi Penner 
inspires and challenges his audiences with a passion for Judaism, 
inclusion, and Torah Study. Please join us for an uplifting Shabbat. 

Kristallnacht Program with Bernice Lerner
Tuesday, November 9, at 8:00 PM on Zoom
Bernice Lerner, author of “All the Horrors of War,” will connect 
her writings to three cases of “Pretexts for Murderous Action”: 
Kristallnacht, the first large-scale mass murder of the Holocaust, to 
now, Hamas firing rockets into Israel. Purchase her book in advance 
of this meaningful presentation: jhupbooks.press.jhu.edu/title/
all-horrors-war Use code HTWN for 30% discount. The book is also 
available on Amazon, with hardcover, Kindle, and audio versions.
Registration and Zoom Link will be available on our website shortly.
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Chanukah and Winter Programming

Shabbat Chanukah Scholar in Residence
Dr. Malka Simkovich
Living Judaism in a non-Jewish World: From Temple 
Times to Today
Shabbat, December 3–4

Dr. Malka Z. Simkovich is the Crown-Ryan Chair of Jewish Studies and director of 
the Catholic-Jewish Studies program at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago. She 
is the author of The Making of Jewish Universalism: From Exile to Alexandria (2016) 
and  Discovering Second Temple Literature: The Scriptures and Stories That Shaped 
Early Judaism (2018), which received the 2019 Association of Jewish Libraries 
Judaica Reference Honor Award. Dr. Simkovich's articles have been published in the 
Harvard Theological Review and the Journal for the Study of Judaism. She is involved 
in numerous local and international interreligious dialogue projects which help to 
increase understanding and friendship between Christians and Jews.

Welcome back to Chazzan Shim! 
Join him for Menorah lighting, davening, and a 
special Shabbat Chanukah Tisch!

Annual Touch of Class Chanukah Boutique
Motzei Shabbat, November 15
Join us for an evening of fun, food, and sensational shopping 
with our amazing vendors! This event is the perfect way 
to purchase Chanukah gifts for family and friends, while 
simultaneously supporting our shul!

Get Involved!
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Riverdale Yoetzet Initiative
The Riverdale Jewish Center is a proud co-sponsor of our 
community’s Yoetzet Initiative and our Yoetzet Halacha Rivka 
Alter. Working together with our clergy, Rivka is available for 
all your Taharat HaMishpacha needs, as well as regular visits to the community and 
learning opportunities. Please take advantage of this impactful resource by contacting 
Rivka at NishmatRiverdaleYoetzet@gmail.com or 201-503-6597.

Become a Member Today! 
Being a member of the RJC provides you with 
involvement in our vibrant community, including: a myriad 
of opportunities to learn from the brightest Torah minds 
through our Rabbinic Team, Scholars in Residence, and 
several other daily and weekly Torah classes; a forum 
for you to support and better the welfare of our local fellow Jews, as well as our brethren in Israel; 
ownership of the continued growth and betterment of our RJC community, through participation in shul 
leadership, committees, and programming; the ability to celebrate a simcha in our sacred shul together 
with you RJC family; the opportunity to forge relationships with a community that supports you and 
your family during both difficult times and monumental life milestones; occasions to give concrete 
expression to our shared value of chessed; a full calendar of youth activities and programming, including 
Shabbat groups, Saturday Night Learning, and Sensational programs; and so much more!

Register today at 
rjconline.org/membership

Chanukah and Winter Programming

Thank You to our Committees:
Births • Welcome • RJC Women 
• Young Couples and Families • 

Membership • Kiddush • Events • 
Youth • Adult Education • Women’s 

Health and Halacha • Gabbaim • 
CSS • Chessed 

To volunteer for a committee, 
please contact shira@rjconline.org.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Marc Spear
PRESIDENT

Jonathan Baron
Matthew Beller

David Lieberman
VICE PRESIDENTS

Chaim Mitnick
TREASURER 

Adina Haller
FINANCIAL 
SECRETARY 

Susan Tessel
CORRESPONDING 

SECRETARY

Caroline Berman
RECORDING 
SECRETARY

David Sandel
CHAIRMAN  

OF THE BOARD

Josh Landes
VICE CHAIRMAN

Get Involved!
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